
PRIMARY CORRIDOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECT 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

DRAFT PROJECT REVISIONS AND THE FEDERAL AND STATE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROCESSES 

Background: 
Since the Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) was 
circulated in March 2002, several additional project revisions are being proposed: 

1. North-South Road is replacing Kunia as the park-and-ride location 
2. H-1 express lanes from Waikele to Kapolei are being deleted. 
3. The Kapolei, Kunia, and Middle Street ramps are eliminated. 
4. Forrest Street is replacing Channel Street as the connection to Ilalo Street for 

the Kakaako Makai branch. This results in the BRT remaining on Ala Moana 
Boulevard for a slightly greater distance and the BRT stop will be on Ala 
Moana Boulevard at Channel Street. 

5. During the initial years of operation the BRT could operate in semi-exclusive 
curbside lanes on Kapiolani Boulevard before ultimately operating in 
exclusive lanes in the center of the street. 

6. Embedded plate technology will not be implemented until 2010. 
7. The updated Oahu Metropolitan Planning Organization's (OMPO) travel 

demand forecasting models are used. 

Anticipated Effects: 
A preliminary review of the effects the above revisions will have on the social, 
economic, and environmental impacts indicates the following: 

A. Land Use and Economic Activity — minor changes to the land use impact 
analysis associated with the North-South Road park-and-ride location 
(agriculture) because the original site near Kunia Road and the new site 
are located on agricultural land where development is not expected in the 
near term. Using Forrest Avenue is consistent with land use plans being 
implemented in Kakaako Makai. 

B. Displacements — The North-South Road park-and-ride will result in a 
partial agricultural business displacement. The Kunia Road park-and-ride 
also had a partial agricultural business displacement. 

C. Environmental Justice — One Waipahu environmental justice population is 
no longer in the project vicinity because it was near the Kunia park-and-
ride. 

D. Visual and Aesthetics — H-1 sound wall will not be required because the 
express lanes between Kapolei and Managers Drive are being eliminated. 
The North-South Road park-and-ride and the Ala Moana/Channel Street 
BRT stop will not result in visual or aesthetic effects. 

E. Air Quality — no changes anticipated. 
F. Noise and Vibration — Less impact as a result of the H-1 express lanes 

being deleted. This would result in the noise wall not being required. 
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G. Endangered Species — The endangered plant colonies of Abutilon 
menziesii are located on North-South Road but not in the vicinity of the 
park-and-ride. No impact is expected. 

H. Trees — Six trees along Channel Street will no longer be affected. No tree 
impacts anticipated on Forrest Avenue, which the State is realigning. 

I. Farmlands — North-South Road park-and-ride site is approximately the 
same as the Kunia Road park-and-ride (four acres). The Form AD 1006 
needs to be revised and submitted to the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service to reflect the change in location. 

J. Floodplains — The Kaloi Gulch is near the North-South Road park-and-
ride. There is a floodplain associated with the gulch, but it is farther makai 
of the park-and-ride. 

K. Historic — The BRT stop on Ala Moana Boulevard and Channel Street 
would be located a half block away from the Immigration Building, which is 
historic. Preliminary conversations with the State Historic Preservation 
Division (SHPD) indicates that they would not oppose a transit stop at this 
location provided the view of the Immigration Building from Ala Moana 
Boulevard was not affected by a canopy, signs, etc. 

L. Archaeological — No effects anticipated, but additional fieldwork will verify. 
M. Hazardous Materials — No effects anticipated, but additional fieldwork will 

verify. 
N. Parking — Six parking spaces along Channel Street will no longer be lost. 

No parking will be removed from Forrest Street. 
0. Bicycles — No analysis changes. 
P. Transit Ridership — The travel demand modeling results will reflect the 

alignment revisions listed above and some bus route adjustments to 
reduce the amount of transferring required between buses and the In-
Town BRT. 

The alignment changes, including eliminating some BRT ramps and the 
shift in park-and-ride location, coupled with the bus route modifications are 
forecast to result in the Refined BRT Alternative having 312,500 projected 
2025 linked transit passenger trips compared to 261,300 for the No-Build, 
a 51,400 increase. This is approximately the same level of increase as 
shown in the MIS/DEIS and SDEIS. 

It should be noted that the travel demand model used in the FEIS 
analyses is the most current Oahu regional travel demand model, whereas 
the MIS/DEIS and SDEIS used an earlier version. The current travel 
demand model includes the land use developed for the Oahu Regional 
Transportation Plan plus the financially constrained 2025 Regional 
Transportation Plan as the background network instead of the existing 
system and the projects included in the three year capital improvement 
program. 

Primary Corridor Transportation Project 	2 	 FEIS Project Revisions and the 
Environmental Process 

AR00152164 



Q. Total daily auto-person trips decrease from 2,876,300 for the No-Build to 
2,813,400 for the Refined BRT Alternative. This is a decrease of 62,900 
auto-person trips per day. Much of this decrease occurs during the peak 
periods. 

As an example, during the AM and PM peak hour time periods, certain 
travel corridors show a decrease of approximately 2,000 vehicles per hour 
between the No-Build and BRT Alternatives. From a traffic operations 
perspective, this would indicate better operations than in either the 
MIS/DEIS or SDEIS. 

National Environmental Policy Act Compliance: 
Title 23 CFR 771, Chapter H, Right-of-Way and Environment, §771.130 
Supplemental environmental impact statements, (b) states: 

"However, a supplemental EIS will not be necessary 
where: 

(1) The changes to the proposed action, new 
information, or new circumstances result in a 
lessening of adverse environmental impacts 
evaluated in the EIS without causing other 
environmental impacts that are significant and were 
not evaluated in the EIS; or" 

Based on the preliminary analyses of social, economic, and environmental 
impacts, it is anticipated that the new proposed revisions will result in lessening 
adverse impacts (trees, noise, and environmental justice) than evaluated in the 
MIS/DEIS and SDEIS. 

Hawaii Administrative Rules, Title 11, Department of Health, Chapter 200, 
Environmental Impact Statement Rules Compliance 
Subchapter 10, Supplemental Statements, §11-200-26 states: 

"General provisions. A statement that is accepted with 
respect to a particular action is usually qualified by the size, 
scope, location, intensity, use, and timing of the action, 
among other things. A statement that is accepted with 
respect to a particular action shall satisfy the requirements of 
this chapter and no other statement for that proposed action 
shall be required, to the extent that the action has not 
changed substantively in size, scope, intensity, use, location 
or timing, among other things. If there is any change in any 
of these characteristics, which may have a significant effect, 
the original statement that was changed shall no longer be 
valid because an essentially different action would be under 
consideration and a supplemental statement shall be 
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prepared and reviewed as provided by this chapter. As long 
as there is no change in a proposed action resulting in 
individual or cumulative impacts not originally disclosed, the 
statement associated with that action shall be deemed to 
comply with this chapter." 

§11-200-27 states: 
"Determination of applicability. The accepting authority or 

approving agency in coordination with the original accepting 
authority shall be responsible for determining whether a 
supplemental statement is required. This determination will 
be submitted to the office for publication in the periodic 
bulletin. Proposing agencies or applicants shall prepare for 
public review supplemental statements whenever the 
proposed action for which a statement was accepted has 
been modified to the extent that new or different 
environmental impacts are anticipated. A supplemental 
statement shall be warranted when the scope of an action 
has been substantially increased, when the intensity of 
environmental impacts will be increased, when the mitigating 
measures originally planned are not to be implemented, or 
where new circumstances or evidence have brought to light 
different or likely increased environmental impacts not 
previously dealt with." 

Although the Governor has not accepted the Primary Corridor Transportation 
Project Final EIS, the proposed revisions will result in a decreased project scope, 
which has fewer effects. Therefore, a SDEIS should not be required. 
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