
From: 	 Porter, Bryan 
To: 	 'amy kimura' 
CC: 	 Spurgeon, Lawrence; Serikawa, Jonn 
Sent: 	 12/15/2005 1:14:37 PM 
Subject: 	 RE: Request for Information 

Ms. Kimura: 

The only information I currently have on the "slow speed" maglev system is found on the 
manufacturer's website (see link http://hsst.jp/) . The website provides general background 
about the physical and operating characteristics of the system. I hope you find this helpful. 

Also, thank you for submitting your written comments to us. We appreciate your feedback. At 
your request and from those submitted by other individuals, the display boards used at the 
Public Scoping meetings will be uploaded to our project website in the next day or two. 

Again, should you have any questions or wish additional information, please feel free to 
contact us. Mahalo 

Bryan 

	Original Message 	 
From: amy kimura [mailto:kimura968@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2005 9:21 AM 
To: Porter, Bryan 
Subject: Re: Request for Information 

Mr. Porter: 
Thanks for the info and getting back to me so 
promptly with it. 
Do you have any more recommended links to the mini 
maglev system? 
I also submitted comments, both orally and in 
writing, that the charts posted at some of the 
stations which weren't included in the handouts be 
posted on your website as soon as possible so they 
could be used by those interested in submitting 
comments by your January 9, 2006, deadline. The 
charts made the written descriptions contained in the 
handouts much easier to understand. What is the 
status of my request? Mahalo, amy kimura 

P.S. The 7-station system with staffers at each 
station to answer questions wasn't what I expected, 
but I liked it after going through it. 

--- "Porter, Bryan" <Porter@pbworld.com> wrote: 

> Ms. Kimura - thank you again for attending the 
> public scoping meeting 
> for the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor 
> Project held last 
> evening at the Neil Blaisdell Center. I enjoyed 
> talking to you about 
> your interest in different types of rail technology. 

> In our conversation, you requested information on 
> two items, the length 
> of time typically allowed for passengers to get on 
> and off trains, and 
> some additional background about the use of 
> high-speed rail. Regarding 
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> the first item, the length of time is guided by 
> several factors, 
> including the number, width and location of train 
> doors, the number of 
> passengers anticipated to board and exit the train, 
> and whether the 
> train is operating during peak and off-peak travel 
> times. Based on 
> these factors, the length of time during peak times 
> is typically 30 to 
> 40 seconds, and 20 to 25 seconds during off-peak 
> periods. Many systems 
> also allow individual train operators to override 
> the automated system 
> and hold the doors open longer if the boarding 
> platform is unusually 
> crowded or more people are trying to exit the train. 

> You also asked last evening about the use of 
> magnetic levitation 
> (maglev) rail systems around the world. As part of 
> our study, we are 
> considering what is referred to as "slow speed" 
> maglev, which would be 
> able to achieve operating speeds of up to 60 miles 
> per hour. This is a 
> relatively new type of technology, with only one 
> system currently 
> operating in Nagoya, Japan. Attached with this 
> email is a short 
> one-page description of the technology. The only 
> high-speed maglev 
> system now in operation is a system which serves 
> Pudong airport in 
> Shanghai. 

> As we discussed, there are a number of "high-speed" 
> systems capable of 
> traveling at much higher speeds. These non-maglev 
> type systems are 
> located primarily in Europe and Asia, and tend to be 
> much longer 
> (hundreds of miles) with stations planned ten to 15 
> miles apart. This 
> is much different than what is planned for Honolulu. 
> While ridership 
> information is not readily available for many of 
> these systems, I have 
> included a web link at 
> http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/High-speed  rail that 
> will provide you more information on systems located 
> in France, Germany, 
> Spain, Italy, the Netherlands and Belgium, 
> Switzerland, Turkey, Japan 
> and Korea. 

> I hope the attached information is helpful. Should 
> you have more 
> questions or wish additional information, please let 
> me know. Thank 
> you. 
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> Sincerely, 

> Bryan Keith Porter, AICP 

> Senior Supervising Planner 

> Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc. 
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