
From: 	 Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
To: 	 Sukys, Raymond <FTA> 
Sent: 	 3/19/2008 9:29:47 AM 
Subject: 	 RE: Honolulu LRT's noise is contentious 

See the noise article on page 2 of: 

http://vvvvvv.honolulutransit.org/more  info/library/files/HOTM3-08.pdf 

Joe Ossi 
FTA Office of Planning and Environment 
(202) 366-1613 

From: Sukys, Raymond <FTA> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2008 3:03 PM 
To: Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
Subject: RE: KGMB article: Honolulu LRT's noise is contentious 

I  had 2 conference calls since  I  replied to you so  I  am happy  I  did not move forward. However, the quote reads more like an 
oral comment rather than a citation. I am still a bit curious about it. 

From: Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2008 11:25 AM 
To: Sukys, Raymond <FTA> 
Subject: RE: KGMB article: Honolulu LRT's noise is contentious 

Ray: 
I jumped on this without thinking. Apparently there is a graphic in the FTA noise manual that shows 
that that instantaneous peak noise level due to a train passby at 50 feet can reach 80 dbA. It is not an 
Ldn or Leq, the time-averaged measures that we use. Sony if I caused any more problems between 
you and Tom than already exist. 

Joe Ossi 
FTA Office of Planning and Environment 
(202) 366-1613 

From: Sukys, Raymond <FTA> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2008 12:25 PM 
To: Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
Subject: RE: KGMB article: Honolulu LRT's noise is contentious 

I  would not expect anyone from FTA to make a remark like this. Toru says all kinds of things and it is my suspicion that he said 
we are agreeable to these levels and then the quote was improperly ascribed to the FTA.  I  am going to forward the article to 
Toru and ask him what he knows about this. 

From: Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2008 8:59 AM 
To: Sukys, Raymond <FTA> 
Cc: Barr, James <FTA>; Stoltzfus, Jarrett <FTA>; Robinson, Bruce <FTA>; Marner, Abbe <FTA>; Herre, Susan <FTA>; 
Chen, Roy Wei-Shun <FTA>; Bausch, Carl <FTA>; Belanger, Marcel <FTA>; Fisher, Ronald <FTA> 
Subject: RE: KGMB article: Honolulu LRT's noise is contentious 

AR00145605 



I am not responsible for the quote in the article of the "federal transit authority" regarding projected 
rail noise in Honolulu, and I don't know who is. It is an irresponsible statement to say that noise 
levels will reach 80 dbA at homes and schools when we haven't even seen the noise analysis yet, to 
my knowledge, and an 80 dbA environment is uninhabitable. 

Joe Ossi 
FTA Office of Planning and Environment 
(202) 366-1613 

From: Nejako, Henry <FTA> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 19, 2008 9:56 AM 
To: Ayres, Gregory <VOLPE>; Barr, James <FTA>; Bausch, Carl <FTA>; Belanger, Marcel <FTA>; Chen, Roy Wei-Shun 
<FTA>; Chipman, Peter <FTA>; Herre, Susan <FTA>; Marner, Abbe <FTA>; Ossi, Joseph <FTA>; Robinson, Bruce <FTA>; 
Stoltzfus, Jarrett <FTA> 
Subject: FW: KGMB article: Honolulu LRT's noise is contentious 

Oahu Rail Noise Concerns 
Written by Tina Chau 
KGMB 
March 17, 2008 

If the sound of a passing bus doesn't bother you, the sound of Oahu's proposed rail system probably won't either. The 
federal transit authority says the system planned for Oahu would be between 72-80 decibels; that's quieter than a 
passing city bus but louder than the average volume on your TV. 

But even that much noise is a concern for Waipahu High School principal Pat Pedersen. She attended a the meeting 
to learn more about how the system could affect her school. There's already a lot of noise coming from Farrington 
Highway. 

"It's disruptive," she said. 

She's not sure what could happen when rail comes there too. Many of the classrooms immediately fronting the 
highway already have air conditioners installed so the louvered windows can be closed to minimize traffic noise. 
But one lawmaker wants the entire school air conditioned because she believes there's an added sound from the rail 
that would be especially disruptive to students. 

"There's a squeaking noise that it makes when it stops and when you hear squeaking noise it makes you startled," said 
Rep. Rida Cabanilla, "and makes you lose your focus." 

Environmental planners on the project say that's not going to happen because of the technology involved. 

"Squeaking is not related to brakes," said Jim Hayes, one of the project's environmental planners. "The squeaking is 
related to curves on the track and the track is being designed to minimize that kind of squealing sound." 
But still the added noise can be a problem. 

"Any traffic noise be it from regular traffic or emergency vehicles does have an impact on what's happening on the 
school campus." 

The projects planners also plan to build a wall alongside the rail to further minimize noise, especially around 
residential areas. 

From: Luden, Hymie <FTA> 

AR00145606 



Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2008 5:56 PM 
Subject: FTA article: Honolulu LRT's noise is contentious 

AR00145607 


