
4.13 Water 
This section identifies surface and marine waters, 
groundwater, navigable waters, coastal zone 
management areas, floodplains, and wetland 
resources in the study corridor. It addresses the 
potential effects of implementing the Project on 
these resources and presents mitigation measures 
that would be incorporated into the Project for 
each alternative. For more information and refer-

ences, see the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit 
Corridor Project Water Resources Technical Report 
(RTD 2008k). 

4.13.1 Background and Methodology 
Numerous water bodies are located in the study 
corridor and regulated by a variety of Federal and 
State programs under several different laws. 

Regulatory Context 
Surface and Marine Waters 

The State of HawaiTs general policy is to maintain 
or improve existing water quality in all State 
waters. Streams that are not expected to meet 
State water quality standards, even after applica-
tion of technology-based effluent limitations, are 
included in the 303(d) List of Impaired Waters 
(HDOH 2008). 

Coastal areas and embayments can be listed by the 
Hawai`i Department of Health as "Water Quality-
Limited Segments," as required by the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) Section 305(b) and defined by 
40 CFR 130.8. These segments are water bodies 
with pollutants in excess of established water qual-
ity standards, such that they cannot reasonably be 
expected to attain or maintain State water quality 
standards without additional action to control 
sources of pollution. 

Alterations to stream channels are regulated by the 
State of Hawai`i Commission on Water Resource 
Management (Water Commission) through a 
Stream Channel Alteration Permit. 

Surface water resources in the study corridor were 
identified from existing maps, and their use and 
quality as described in this section are in relation-
ship to State standards. The potential surface water 
permits required for the Project have been identi-
fied and would be obtained when appropriate (see 
Section 4.18). 

Navigable Waters 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) 
is also authorized to regulate activities in the 
Nation's waters pursuant to Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (USC 1899) and 
Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research, 
and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (USC 1972). Sec-
tion 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 
requires authorization for the construction of any 
structure in or over a navigable water of the U.S. 
Structures or work that occurs outside the defined 
limits for navigable waters of the U.S. require a 
Section 10 permit if the structure or work affects 
the water body's course, location, or condition. 

Waters subject to tidal influence and non-tidal 
streams that carry commercial traffic are generally 
defined as navigable by the U.S. Coast Guard. The 
Coast Guard's authority comes from Section 9 of 
the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (USC 1899), the 
Act of March 23, 1906 (USC 1906), and the General 
Bridge Act of 1946 (USC 1946). New bridges or 
causeways, and the reconstruction or modification 
of existing bridges and causeways, require a Coast 
Guard bridge permit to protect the right of naviga-
tion. Project structures that would cross navigable 
waterways have been identified, and consultation 
with the Coast Guard is underway to determine 
permit requirements. 

Coastal Zone Management Area Program 

The Hawai`i Coastal Zone Management Program 
has the following goals: 

• Protecting valuable resources 
• Preserving management options 
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