
From: 	 Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
To: 	 Matley, Ted <FTA> 
Sent: 	 9/18/2008 8:21:45 AM 
Subject: 	 RE: comments on Honolulu DEIS 
Attachments: 	 hono-Alternatives Analysis .doc 

Ted: 
1. I think that the emphasis in the first comment should not be on an "environmentally preferable 
alternative." Rather it should be on making sure that we take credit for having considered the 
alternatives eliminated during the AA (including TSM) and that the rationale for their elimination is 
presented. The CEQ regulation only requires the identification of the environmentally preferable 
alternative in the ROD, not in the DEIS or FEIS, and most agencies (including FTA) and the courts 
have not enforced this requirement, even in the ROD, because, for complex projects, which 
alternative is environmentally preferable is rarely obvious. It depends on how you weigh the 
short-term construction impacts vs. the long-term land use benefits. See the attached suggested 
changes to column 3 of the table. 

2. On the second issue, I think that it is a valid issue, but the obvious answer is that they are building 
the far-out phases first because these phases are the least cost effective and least expensive, so they 
can be built without federal funds without detracting from, and maybe even improving, the cost 
effectiveness of the remaining Federal phases. Construction of the non-Federally funded phases can 
commence immediately after the ROD. The Federal phases which must go through an extensive 
Federal oversight and evaluation process and congressional notification and earmarking process, will 
require much longer to get to construction. Explicit recognition in the document that this is what is 
going on should explain the phasing, without having to argue disingenuously that the points raised in 
the comment are not valid. 

Joe Ossi 
FTA Office of Planning and Environment 
(202) 366-1613 

From: Matley, Ted <FTA> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2008 8:32 PM 
To: Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
Subject: comments on Honolulu DEIS 

Joe, Ray wanted me to check with you if you had any thoughts on these major comments on the Honolulu ADEIS. These might 
be the most likely to cause heartburn in Honolulu. 

Thanks, 

Ted Matley 
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