
From: 	 Day, Elizabeth <FTA> 
To: 	 Griffo, Paul <FTA>; Rogers, Leslie <FTA>; Carranza, Edward <FTA> 
CC: 	 Jackson, Brian <FTA> 
Sent: 	 9/26/2008 6:06:57 AM 
Subject: 	 Re: Honolulu Advertiser questions 

Paul -- I was incorrect. We have not received a formal PE request. We have been reviewing and 
evaluating the project (cap cost review, financial review, and land use review) because the 
grantee hopes to be in PE soon. Nonethelesss, please use info you get from TRO9 and not what I 
sent. Thanks. 

	 Original Message 	 
From: Griffo, Paul <FTA> 
To: Rogers, Leslie <FTA>; Carranza, Edward <FTA> 
Cc: Jackson, Brian <FTA>; Day, Elizabeth <FTA> 
Sent: Fri Sep 26 10:52:29 2008 
Subject: RE: Honolulu Advertiser questions 

See additional note from Beth Day. We should probably preface the response with this info, 
yes? 

	Original Message 	 
From: Day, Elizabeth <FTA> 
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2008 10:48 AM 
To: Jackson, Brian <FTA>; Griffo, Paul <FTA> 
Subject: Re: Honolulu Advertiser questions 

The project has requested entry into PE. FTA is reviewing and evaluating the application. The 
grantee hopes to be approved into PE by end of November. 

	 Original Message 	 
From: Jackson, Brian <FTA> 
To: Griffo, Paul <FTA> 
Cc: Day, Elizabeth <FTA> 
Sent: Fri Sep 26 10:02:16 2008 
Subject: RE: Honolulu Advertiser questions 

Paul: The TPE staffer for Honolulu is Ron Fisher. He is on annual leave this week. Below are 
some responses which should be vetted with TRO-9 before sharing with the reporter. To answer 
your question: The Honolulu Rapid Transit project is currently in alternatives analysis. 

To answer the reporter's questions: 

1. Question: Is the FTA aware that there's a Nov. 4 referendum on the project and that there's 
interest having the DEIS available before that vote? Answer: FTA is aware of the Nov 4th 
referendum that, if passed, would prevent local officials from implementing the project. Note: 
According to TRO-9 local polls show that voters oppose the referendum 2-1. FTA is also aware 
of local officials desire to have the DEIS released ahead of the Nov 4th referendum to provide 
area voters with more information to allow them to make an informed decision on Nov 4. 

2. Question: Or is the agency proceeding regardless of external influences such as local vote 
on the project? Answer: See the response above. 

3. Question: Also is it true the city cannot release any of the updated financial details 
contained in the DEIS until the FTA releases the entire document? Answer: It would be more 
prudent (and defensible) for project sponsors to allow FTA to release the Final EIS (after 
verifying that all NEPA requirements have been met and FTA's comments on it have been 
addressed) before presenting, ad hoc, details on the financial plan that are contained in the 
FEIS. This would allow all interested parties (advocates, critics) to have access to the same 
information at the same time. 
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Brian 

	Original Message 	 
From: Griffo, Paul <FTA> 
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2008 9:41 AM 
To: Jackson, Brian <FTA> 
Cc: Day, Elizabeth <FTA> 
Subject: FW: Honolulu Advertiser questions 

Brian, 

Forwarding to you in Beth's absence. 

Paul 

	Original Message 	 

From: Griffo, Paul <FTA> 

Sent: Friday, September 26, 2008 9:40 AM 

To: Day, Elizabeth <FTA> 

Subject: FW: Honolulu Advertiser questions 

Beth, 

Is this still in AA? 

I noticed there was nothing on it yet in the weekly pipeline report. 

Is there anything we can say? 

Paul 

	Original Message 	 

From: Hao, Sean [mailto:shao@honoluluadvertiser.com]  

Sent: Thursday, September 25, 2008 10:27 PM 

To: Griffo, Paul <FTA> 

Subject: Honolulu Advertiser questions 
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Paul, I'm working on a story trying to gauge whether the DEIS for the 

Honolulu rail project will be available before a Nov. 4 voter referendum. 

City officials here say they're in the process of responding to FTA's first 

round of comments on the administrative draft of the DEIS. They say they 

should have everything back to FTA within a week or two and that if the FTA 

doesn't initiate another round of comments the DEIS should be released 

before the public vote. 

So... is the FTA aware that there's a Nov. 4 referendum on the project and 

that there's interest having the DEIS available before that vote? Or is the 

agency proceeding regardless of external influences such as local vote on 

the project? Also is it true the city cannot release any of the updated 

financial details contained in the DEIS until the FTA releases the entire 

document? 

Thanks for the help. -sean 

Sean Hao 

Business reporter 

The Honolulu Advertiser Hawaii's Newspaper 

605 Kapiolani Blvd. 

Honolulu, HI 96813 

Shao@honoluluadvertiser.com  

Phone (808) 525-8093 

Fax (808) 525-8037 
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