
From: 	 Marner, Abbe <FTA> 
To: 	 Barr, James <FTA> 
CC: 	 Atkins, Julie <FTA>; Bausch, Carl <FTA>; Ossi, Joseph <FTA>; Zelasko, Elizabeth <FTA> 
Sent: 	 9/30/2008 4:16:16 AM 
Subject: 	 FW: Honolulu High Rise Noise Study Protocol 
Attachments: 	 WORK PLAN AND NOISE MODELING Multi-story Buildings.pdf 

This noise study could be a good thing. Our guidance doesn't specifically address noise impacts on tall condo buildings next to 
rail lines. We might be able to use this noise study as an example when similar cases come up in the future. Following are some 
comments on their study: 

• I assume the project is in preliminary engineering and the consultant is doing a Detailed Noise Analysis. Otherwise they 
would have proposed using FTA's spreadsheet model for a General Assessment. The models they mention may have an 
advantage in allowing a more refined analysis of the individual components of train noise, particularly noise sources on top 
of the rail vehicles. I'm not familiar with the models they propose to use, although HMMH tells me they have used 
SoundPLAN for industrial sources.  I  think we should ask for an additional analysis with the FTA spreadsheet so we can at 
least compare the results from their models with results from a methodology that is familiar to us. 

• They mention a comparison of SoundPLAN results with results from the CREATE model. That's an FRA model developed 
specifically for freight rail. I don't know why they suggested that model rather than a comparison with FTA's own 
procedures. 

• Under Measurement Procedure, they should explain what constitutes a "representative" building. You could choose a 
building that is representative in terms of distance from the guideway, but if that building is close to a proposed station 
where trains will be stopping and starting, that building would not be a good choice. 

• They should explain their reasoning for selecting the site to be measured on "the floor above the proposed elevated 
structure." The measurement of existing noise should be at the same floor (story) where projected noise from trains is 
estimated to be greatest. The goal should be to assess worst-case impacts from the project. Their measurement 
program should follow the recommendations in the FTA guidance; for example, where 24-hour measurements are not 
feasible, they should use the next most accurate procedure for estimating existing noise (Appendix D in the guidance). 

• Proposed noise barriers are mentioned as a possible input to the analysis. We'd like to see the analysis done with and 

without noise barriers since at this point there is no commitment to adopt barriers. 

Hopefully we'll be able to review the results of this study. 

From: Barr, James <FTA> 
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2008 1:26 PM 
To: Marner, Abbe <FTA> 
Subject: FW: Honolulu High Rise Noise Study Protocol 

Please review and comment. 

From: Matley, Ted <FTA> 
Sent: Monday, September 29, 2008 12:41 PM 
To: Fisher, Ronald <FTA>; Luu, Catherine <FTA>; Barr, James <FTA>; Sukys, Raymond <FTA> 
Cc: Carranza, Edward <FTA>; Tahir, Nadeem <FTA> 
Subject: FW: Honolulu High Rise Noise Study Protocol 

For our review and comment. 

    

From: Miyamoto, Faith [mailto:fmiyamoto@honolulu.gov]  
Sent: Friday, September 26, 2008 9:08 PM 
To: Matley, Ted <FTA> 
Cc: Spurgeon, Lawrence 
Subject: FW: Honolulu High Rise Noise Study Protocol 
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Hi Ted — 

I  am transmitting our work plan and noise monitoring protocol to address the concern regarding noise levels at elevated 
locations. Your review and any comments will be greatly appreciated. Thanks. 

Faith 

NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain confidential information for 
the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, copying, alteration, 
dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this 
message in error, or you are not an authorized recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to 
this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-mail system and destroy any printed copies. 
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