
From: 	 Fisher, Ronald <FTA> 
To: 	 Carranza, Edward <FTA>; Borinsky, Susan <FTA>; Riklin, Sherry <FTA>; Barr, James <FTA>; 

Bausch, Carl <FTA>; Nguyen, Kim <FTA> 
CC: 	 Sukys, Raymond <FTA>; Tahir, Nadeem <FTA>; Irvin, Wes <FTA> 
Sent: 	 10/24/2008 6:13:12 AM 
Subject: 	 RE: FTA article: Honolulu never said FTA requires specific activities or levels of spending for public 

involvement 

First, please let me know when you do these conversations as I'd like to be involved. I have 
had conversations with Toru on this subject, and want to ensure we are providing the same 
message. 

To clarify, the controversial message at the bottom of the first page that you cite is 
literally incorrect (FTA did not "require" them to do the insert), but the insert does 
responds to our request, not a requirement, that they do such a thing given how close issuance 
of the DEIS would be to the election. Other than that, I think the portrayal of the project is 
much more accurate than most I've seen from other projects. 

The request we have from the City to comment on whether Kobayashi's alternative would have to 
incur more planning and environmental effort is a legitimate question given she is saying it's 
ready to go. By not commenting we are allowing a vote to go forward with the voters thinking 
that a BRT plan may believe can be implemented soon. That there is a lot of misinformation on 
FTA process that is being propagated by the opponents is something that the City 
understandably is worried about. FTA has chosen to go silent, but City requests for us to 
refute misinformation about our program comports with our goals of the program to put out 
accurate information for the public and decisionmakers. This is a mess (seems like it always 
has had that history) and I understand all the reasons FTA wants to stay on the sidelines. 

	Original Message 	 
From: Carranza, Edward <FTA> 
Sent: Friday, October 24, 2008 11:05 AM 
To: Borinsky, Susan <FTA>; Fisher, Ronald <FTA>; Riklin, Sherry <FTA>; Barr, James <FTA>; 
Bausch, Carl <FTA>; Nguyen, Kim <FTA> 
Cc: Sukys, Raymond <FTA>; Tahir, Nadeem <FTA>; Irvin, Wes <FTA> 
Subject: FW: FTA article: Honolulu never said FTA requires specific activities or levels of 
spending for public involvement 

FYI to my fellow team members. Ray and I had a conversation with Toru late yesterday afternoon 
to amplify our concern with how this whole political "messiness" is being perceived within 
FTA, and not to force us to intervene. I also understand from Wes that Sherry was going to 
follow with a call to Honolulu to voice the same concern. Stay tuned. 

	Original Message 	 
From: Carranza, Edward <FTA> 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2008 5:06 PM 
To: Griffo, Paul <FTA> 
Cc: Rogers, Leslie <FTA>; Sukys, Raymond <FTA> 
Subject: FW: FTA article: Honolulu never said FTA requires specific activities or levels of 
spending for public involvement 

Read the insert from last weekend's news for your information - the controversial phrase 
appears at the bottom of the first page and last page. The DEIS appears to be heading next 
week to hit the streets. 

	Original Message 	 
From: Luden, Hymie <FTA> 
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2008 4:09 PM 
Subject: FTA article: Honolulu never said FTA requires specific activities or levels of 
spending for public involvement 

City's Response to Email Series Between Hawaii Reporter and FTA Officials 

By Elisa Yadao 

AR00142739 



Hawaii Reporter 

10/23/2008 

Editor's note: The city sent this response to a series of emails between Hawaii Reporter and 
the FTA published October 22: "FTA Says City Not Required to Advertise Its Pro-Rail Position" 
The claim by Ms. Yadao that the city has not spent millions of dollars on public relations and 
outreach is refuted by Channel 2 in a report that aired last week: 

http://www.annlistens.com/video/video/show?id=2362046%3AVideo%3A805  

Ms. Yadao's other claim that "the City has never said that FTA mandates specific activities or 
levels of spending", the city's own brochures say this. Specifically, it says: "This brochure 
is provided by the City & County of Honolulu as part of the public information program 
required by the Federal Transportation Administration." The mayor also made this claim on the 
Channel 2 report. Hawaii Reporter questioned the FTA about its 'education policy' because the 
city and the mayor continue to claim that they are spending taxpayer money on advertising and 
public relations because of a FTA mandate to do so. The FTA disclosed yesterday that there is 
no such policy. 

The City and County of Honolulu stands by its position that the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) requires public involvement programs as part of transportation projects that are 
federally funded. 

The public involvement programs are mandated by the federal government, as cited in the Code 
of Federal Regulations, "Establish early and continuous public involvement opportunities that 
provide timely information about transportation issues and decision-making processes to 
citizens, affected public agencies..." 

Despite the article published in Hawaii Reporter today, the City has never said that FTA 
mandates specific activities or levels of spending. The Hawaii Reporter article is also wrong 
in its description that "millions of dollars are being spent on public relations and 
advertising..." 

Since the City initiated the project and its public outreach program in August of 2005, 60% of 
the public outreach efforts were devoted to community meetings and updates, work with 
Neighborhood Boards and Speakers Bureau presentations. More than 700 of these meetings and 
events have been held island wide. 

Less than 10% of the resource was spent on producing and airing a monthly public access 
television show and informational radio programming. 

Public information and involvement activities are conducted with the goal of informing the 
community about Honolulu's rail transit project and engaging citizens in the planning, design 
and implementation processes by consistently providing project information that is accurate, 
timely and relevant. 

The public has a right to expect a fully engaging information process and we are duty bound to 
provide it. 

Elisa Yadao is with the Public Involvement Team working on the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit 
Corridor Project 
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