
From: 
To: 
CC: 
Sent: 
Subject: 

Scheibe, Mark 
Toru Hamayasu (thamayasu©honolulu.gov) 
Hogan, Steven; Spurgeon, Lawrence; Garrity, Mark 
10/31/2008 8:54:20 AM 
FW: ORTP Year 2035 Land Use Forecast 

From: Lori Arakaki [mailto:Lori.Arakaki@oahumpo.org]  
Sent: Wednesday, October 29, 2008 11:13 AM 
To: Roach, Nick; Davidson, William A. 
Cc: Scheibe, Mark; Gordon Lum; Randolph Sykes; Marian Yasuda 
Subject: ORTP Year 2035 Land Use Forecast 

Hi Nick & Bill, 

In our 10/9/08 conference call, we mentioned that the City and County of Honolulu Department of Planning and Permitting (DPP) 
will be making a presentation to our TAC on their 2035 land use forecast. Well, that did not occur as planned. Here's a 
summary of yesterday's discussion: 

Steve Young noted that the Department of Business and Economic Development's (DBEDT) population projects for Oahu for the 
Year 2035 are lower than their Year 2030 population projections. In addition, the DBEDT's projections for Wage and Salary jobs 
for the Year 2035 are higher than their Year 2030 Wage and Salary job projections. A major factor is due to DBEDT's usage of 
Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) data for their Year 2030 projections, and U.S. Department of Commerce 
Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) data for their Year 2035 projections. 

The BEA has a richer database and takes into account multiple jobs per person. The DLIR data, on the other hand, includes 
information on each person's primary job. Because a number of people have multiple jobs, the difference between the BEA 
counts and the DLIR counts is often large. The OahuMPO travel demand forecasting model is calibrated to accept employment 
data that includes a person's main occupation. 

The increase in Wage and Salary jobs is also attributed to a large growth captured during the 2000-2005 time period which 
influenced future projections; and assumptions relating to the labor force participation rate. 

Steve presented the following options to address the problem: 

• DPP could use the DBEDT's Year 2035 projections as is. Because the socio-economic forecasts are input into the travel 
demand forecasting model, non-comparability issues would arise if someone wanted to compare the ORTP 2030 
forecasts to the ORTP 2035 forecasts. 

• DPP could adjust the DBEDT projections based on DLIR data. The employment projection may still be high due to the 

labor force participation rate that DBEDT used. 

• DPP could constrain the labor force participation rate to 70%. This would produce employment projections that are more 

consistent with previous forecasts. 

• OahuMPO could revise the travel demand forecasting model. Gordon indicated that this was not an option given time and 

resource constraints. 

Eugene Tian (from DBEDT) suggested that DBEDT work with Steve to come up with a forecast that is more in line with the DLIR 
data. Steve agreed. Steve would then distribute the forecasts to Oahu's TAZs and provide the matrices to OahuMPO staff, 
who would send the data to TAC members for review prior to a future TAC meeting (which will probably be in early December). 

Gordon stressed OahuMPO's schedule to have TAC's endorsement of the 2035 socio-economic forecasts by TAZs in December 
2008. In response to a question posed by Gordon, TAC members indicated support for Mr. Tian's suggestion. 
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We'll keep you posted. 

Lori 
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