
Section 106 Review—Effect Determinations 

After eligibility determinations are completed, effects determinations for those properties which 
are eligible for or listed in the National Register of Historic Places that are located within the 
Area of Potential Effects (APE) are made. All information is derived from 36 CFR Part 800. 

Effect is defined as alteration to the characteristics of a historic property qualifying it for 
inclusion in or eligibility for the National Register. 

The criteria of adverse effect are applied to all eligible or listed properties within the APE. 
Consideration shall be given to all qualifying characteristics of a historic property. An 
adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the 
characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National 
Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property's location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Adverse effects may include 
reasonably foreseeable effects caused by the undertaking that may occur later in time, be farther 
removed in distance or be cumulative. 

There are three possible determinations for eligible or listed historic properties within the APE: 

1. No Historic Properties Affected (No Effect)  
Some eligible properties within the APE may not be affected at all by the proposed 
undertaking. If there are historic properties present but the undertaking will have no effect upon 
them, the agency official shall provide documentation of this finding of no historic properties 
affected (no effect). (This finding of no historic properties affected can also be used if the agency 
official finds that there are no historic properties—i.e., listed or eligible for listing—present 
within the APE.) 

Some examples: 

• Properties that are eligible because of physical characteristics that convey their history or that 
serve as examples, where there will be no physical impact, and where the guideway will not 
interrupt the properties' ability to tell its story, or communicate its significance. Example: A 
bridge that is significant as an engineering example, or that is associated with the history of 
transportation on Hawaii. If the project will not create any physical damage or alteration, and 
leaves indicators of the construction style and method intact, then there is no alteration to 
those characteristics that make it eligible. 

• Properties where we have no physical impact, and where indirect effects are absent because 
the proposed guideway is separated from the property by other buildings or considerable 
distance. Example: A building that is eligible for its association with an important event or 
construction technique. If the structure and historic parcel is not altered in any way, then there 
is no direct effect to the characteristics that qualify the resource for inclusion in the National 
Register. Likewise, if the resource is removed from the guideway by other, unassociated 
buildings and city streets, etc., then there are no indirect effects to the characteristics that 
qualify the property for eligibility. For this project, although the guideway may be visible 
from the resource, line-of-sight does not necessarily constitute an effect. 

2. No Adverse Effect  
No Adverse Effect findings are determined when impacts to the historic resource are present, but 
they do not have an adverse effect because they do not alter any of the characteristics of a 
historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National Register in a 
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manner that would diminish the integrity of the property's location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, or association.. 

• A property that is adjacent to the alignment with, but with no parcel impact, may have a 
change to the viewshed in the distance, since the guideway will be a newly introduced 
feature. However, the setting may only be affected in a small way if there are remaining 
views to and from the resource that are unaltered by the guideway. Such a limited visual 
impact does not diminish the integrity of the property's location, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, or association. Setting may be altered, but not adversely affected. For 
example, consider the Sumida watercress farm, a property adjacent to a six-lane highway, 
surrounded by four modern shopping malls. While the proposed guideway would introduce a 
new element to the property's setting, it would be located within the right-of-way of the 
Kamehameha Highway, and would constitute only a minor visual alteration to the property's 
setting. Some views may be altered, but significant historic viewsheds (as described in 
eligibility assessments as appropriate) would not be adversely affected. 

• Minor parcel takes that do not impact the eligible structure or contributing landscape features. 

• Within districts, it is possible to have impacts to contributing resources, but still have a no 
adverse effect determination to the historic district as a whole. Within this project, where 
direct impacts are limited to a highway and parking lots that do not contain contributing built 
resources or landscape features, there are no adverse effects to the historic district. 

3. Adverse Effect  
An adverse effect is found when an undertaking may alter, directly or indirectly, any of the 
characteristics of a historic property that qualify the property for inclusion in the National 
Register in a manner that would diminish the integrity of the property's location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Adverse effects on historic properties 
include, but are not limited to: 
i. Physical destruction of or damage to all or part of the property; 
ii. Alteration of a property, including restoration, rehabilitation, repair, maintenance, 

stabilization, hazardous material remediation and provision of handicapped access, that is not 
consistent with the Secretary's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (36 CFR 
part 68) and applicable guidelines; 

iii. Removal of the property from its historic location; 
iv. Change of the character of the property's use or of physical features within the property's 

setting that contribute to its historic significance; 
v. Introduction of visual, atmospheric or audible elements that diminish the integrity of the 

property's significant historic features; 
vi. Neglect of a property which causes its deterioration, except where such neglect and 

deterioration are recognized qualities of a property of religious and cultural significance to an 
Indian tribe or Native Hawaiian organization; and 

vii. Transfer, lease, or sale of property out of Federal ownership or control without adequate and 
legally enforceable restrictions or conditions to ensure long-term preservation of the 
property's historic significance. 

****It is important to remember that although the projects' effects are evaluated for each 
individual eligible or listed resource, the overall project finding will reflect a single determination 
based on these individual evaluations. Therefore, because the project will have an adverse effect 
to a number of resources, overall the project will have an adverse effect. 
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