
From: 	 Rogers, Leslie <FTA> 
To: 	 Borinsky, Susan <FTA>; Day, Elizabeth <FTA>; Fisher, Ronald <FTA>; Weeks, Dwayne <FTA>; 

Libberton, Sean <FTA>; James, Aaron <FTA>; Nguyen, Kim <FTA>; Biehl, Scott <FTA> 
CC: 

	

	 Welbes, Matt <FTA>; Steinmann, Richard <FTA>; Longo, David <FTA>; Griffo, Paul <FTA>; Matley, 
Ted <FTA> 

Sent: 	 1/22/2009 2:13:59 PM 
Subject: 	 FW: FTA article: Hawaii might postpone tax for LRT 

FYI - A bit of mischief appears to be afoot in Hawaii by the Governor (who has generally 
opposed the LRT project) with negative precedent-setting potential. 

Leslie 

	Original Message 	 
From: Matley, Ted <FTA> 
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2009 3:32 PM 
To: Fisher, Ronald <FTA>; Rogers, Leslie <FTA>; Barr, James <FTA>; Nguyen, Kim <FTA>; Luu, 
Catherine <FTA>; Tahir, Nadeem <FTA>; Sukys, Raymond <FTA>; Weeks, Dwayne <FTA>; Carranza, 
Edward <FTA> 
Subject: FW: FTA article: Hawaii might postpone tax for LRT 

It might be an interesting turn of events to an already financially troubled project if the 
state was to set a precedent by diverting the tax funding designated for the Honolulu transit 
project because of the state budget deficit. 

	Original Message 	 
From: Luden, Hymie <FTA> 
Sent: Thursday, January 22, 2009 2:34 PM 
Subject: FTA article: Hawaii might postpone tax for LRT 

Lingle administration may seek 'sin' tax hikes, siphon transit tax for year 

Honolulu Advertiser 

1/22/09 

State budget director Georgina Kawamura today discussed the possibility of increasing "sin" 
taxes and taking a tax surcharge for transit and putting it into the state general fund as a 
way to close a budget deficit. 

Kawamura, speaking before the Senate Ways and Means Committee and the House Finance Committee, 
said "there is the possibility of transferring one year's proceeds of the .5% GET surcharge 
for transit." 

Based on the Council on Revenues recent projections, fiscal year 2010 proceeds from the rail 
surcharge would be $165.3 million. To make up the transfer, the surcharge would be extended by 
one year beyond its 2022 expiration date. 

Kawamura also discussed adding an additional a one-cent tax on every cigarette or 20 cents for 
every pack to raise $10.8 million. Additional taxes on alcoholic beverages of one cent per 
gallon across all six categories of liquor could result in additional revenue of $373,000, 
according to text of her remarks. 
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