
29 December, 2008 

To: 
Mr. Wayne Yoshioka 
Director Department of Transportation Services 
City and County of Honolulu 
650 South King St. 3rd Floor 
Honolulu 
HI 96813 
FAX: (808) 587-6080 

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) "Honolulu High-capacity 
transit corridor Project", Issue : DEIS should compare environmental baselines between Rail 
and other low-cost transit alternatives such as Managed Lanes, BRT, Ezway and No-build 

Discussion: 

DEIS pg. 4-1 states "In this document, the No Build Alternative serves as an environmental 
baseline to which the impacts of other alternatives are compared." 

The DEIS contains only rail alternatives and a "No-build" alternative which draws wrong or 
biased conclusions with respect to the environment. There are other low-cost alternatives 
considered superior in providing traffic relief and cost which were wrongfully deleted or not 
included in the DEIS and Alternative Analysis. 

Other cost effective transit alternatives include a) an 11 mile elevated three-lane reversible 
Managed Lane, b) a 15 Mile elevated, three-lane reversible EzWay, c) a BRT fixed Guideway 
and d) two elevated, three-lane, reversible highway bypasses around the bottlenecks at Pearl City 
and at Middle Street Merge. Each of these alternatives would cost less no more than $1.2 Billion 
and each has the traffic capacity to eliminate the H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle 
Street Merge. 

Conversely, each of the steel wheel fixed guideway alternatives included in the DEIS cost no less 
than $6.28 Billion (Table 6-2 DEIS). Moreover, after the $6.28 Billion Rail is built and 
operating, traffic congestion on H-1 will worsen as shown on table 3-12 of the Alternative 
Analysis and on DEIS Table 3-20. The AA year 2030 shows 17,500 vehicles per hour on the H-
1 freeway (rated full capacity = 9,500 vph). The DEIS yr 2030 Table 3-20 shows there will be 
4,200 vph above the vehicle capacity of the highway facilities heading Koko Head bound during 
the morning peak period. 

Conclusion: If the DEIS Rail alternatives are compared with the other transit alternatives 
including Managed Lanes, EzWay, BRT, or two Flyovers, each steel wheel fixed guideway 
alternative would be totally inferior, both in terms of cost effectiveness and for providing traffic 
relief 
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Recommendation: Include a wide range of alternatives as required by law. The DEIS should 
include cost effective transit systems which will have the capacity to eliminate H-1 congestion 
include Managed Lane Alternative, BRT, EzWay or two highway bypasses around the H-1 
bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge. These alternatives can then be compared 
with the rail alternatives to arrive at a more logical preferred alternative. 

Respectfully, 

Ben Ramelb P.E. 
1148 Ala Lilikoi St 
Honolulu, HI 
96818 

Copy to: 
1) Mr. Ted Matley 
FTA Region IX 
201 Mission St. Suite 1650 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
FAX 415-744-2726 

2) Governor Linda Lingle 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
FAX (808) 586-0006 

3) Honolulu City Council Members 
FAX (808) 867-5011 
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