
29 December, 2008 

To: 
Mr. Wayne Yoshioka 
Director Department of Transportation Services 
City and County of Honolulu 
650 South King St. 3rd Floor 
Honolulu 
HI 96813 
FAX: (808) 587-6080 

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) "Honolulu High-capacity transit 
corridor Project", Issue : False and misleading DEIS statement to Improve Transportation Equity 

Discussion: 
Para. 1.8.4, pg. 1-21 states that "Equity is about fair distribution of resources so that no group carries an 
unfair burden of the negative environmental, social or economic impacts or receives and unfair of share o 
benefits. Many low-income and minority workers who commute to work in the PUC Development Plan 
area lie in the corridor outside of the urban core and thus rely heavily on transit availability. As more 
roadways become more congested.... because of traffic accidents or heavy rain 	 a need exists to provide 
a more reliable transit system." 

Discussion: 

A fully-elevated, steel-wheel on steel rail transit system can move only 6,000 commuters (4000 standees, 
2000 seated) per hour during peak travel periods while the 2030 commuter demand for RAIL will reach 
15,600 commuters per hour, according to Table 3-12 of the Alternative Analysis. 

Train commuter demand of 15,600 commuters per hour in year 2030 is calculated thus: 
City AA, Table 3-12 shows year 2030 forecast volume of 17,500 vph on H-1 (full rated capacity = 9,500 
vph) with the rail built and operating. Therefore, there is a commuter overload on H-1 Freeway of 8,000 
vph = 9,600 commuters per hour. The total commuter load in 2030 = H-1 commuter overload plus 6,000 
commuters on the Rail = 15,600 commuters per hour during peak. 

The EzWay or Managed Lane alternatives each has the capacity to accommodate the total yr 2030 
demand. The Managed Lanes or EzWay will each have elevated, reversible, three lanes each lane has a 
capacity of 2000 vph. For three lanes, the vehicular capacity is 6000 vehicles per hour. The Managed Lane 
Alternative person capacity is calculated thus: 

Projected use of the HOT during peak hour includes: 
200 express buses w/-50 pns = 10,000  pns 
500 HOV5 (carpool) = 2,500 pns 
500 vanpool (-5pns) = 2,500 pns. 

Remaining excess capacity available for low occupancy green vehicles: 
6,000 vph minus (200 + 500 + 500) = 4,800 vph. 4,800 low occupancy vehicles 
Average persons per vehicle = 1.2 pns per vehicle 
4,800 vehicles with 1.2 pns = 5700 pns 
Summary: Managed Lane persons capacity = 10,000 + 2,500 +2,500 + 5,700 = — 20,700 pns 

Conclusion: 
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There will be 9,600 + 6,000 = 15,600 commuters per hour that must get on the train during peak travel 
period. However, 9.600 commuters per hour will NOT be able to board the train because the train has 
insufficient commuter capacity during peak travel period. Therefore, the train cannot be considered as a 
form transit which provides transportation equity to many low-income and minority workers who commute 
to work in the PUC Development Plan area. Rail will impose an environmental injustice to low-income 
and minority commuters. 

Recommendation: Rail Transit should be eliminated as the preferred alterative because it does not meet the 
test of improving transportation equity. The DEIS should include cost effective transit systems which will 
have the capacity to eliminate H-1 congestion include Managed Lane Alternative, BRT, EzWay or two 
highway bypasses around the H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge. These alternatives 
can then be compared with the rail alternatives to arrive at a more logical preferred alternative. 

Respectfully, 

Ben Ramelb P.E. 
1148 Ala Lilikoi St 
Honolulu, HI 
96818 

Copy to: 
1) Mr. Ted Matley 
FTA Region IX 
201 Mission St. Suite 1650 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
FAX 415-744-2726 

2) Governor Linda Lingle 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
FAX (808) 586-0006 

3) Honolulu City Council Members 
FAX (808) 867-5011 
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