
29 December, 2008 

To: 
Mr. Wayne Yoshioka 
Director Department of Transportation Services 
City and County of Honolulu 
650 South King St. 3rd Floor 
Honolulu 
HI 96813 
FAX: (808) 587-6080 

Subject: Comment on Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) "Honolulu High-capacity 
transit corridor Project", Issue : DEIS Chapter 7, Evaluation of Alternatives is misleading 

Fact: DEIS para. 7.1.1 States " 	 Despite implementation of the planned $3.0 Billion in 
roadway improvements identified in the ORTP 2030, the NO Build Alternative still would not 
relieve traffic congestion for drivers or improve mobility for transit riders compared to today." 

Discussion: 
1) The ORTP 2030 (see link) states that "roadway projects include capacity improvements from 
Pearl City to downtown are programmed." 

http://oahumpo.org/ortp/ORTP2030/OMPO  Report FINAL. pdf 

"The ORTP 2030 acknowledges that auto travel is, and will continue to be, a 
dominant travel mode and, subsequently, increases in roadway capacity will 
be required. This is especially true in the H-1 travel corridor and where congestion 
is forecast to increase significantly if new projects are not constructed. 
This plan provides an additional 280 lane-miles to Oahu's roadways. 
As part of the ORTP 2030, new and expanded roadway projects are proposed 
for the Ewa area, Central Oahu, and PUC, where the majority of the residential 
and employment growth is projected. For the Ewa area, these projects 
include expansion of several roadways like the North-South Road and Kapolei 
Parkway; new or modified freeway interchanges in Kapolei and Makakilo; 
and the widening of existing roadways such as Farrington Highway, Fort 
Barrette Road, and Kunia Road. Examples of roadway projects in the Central 
Oahu area include expansion of Kamehameha Highway and H-1 between 
the Waiau and Waiawa Interchanges; and widening and improvements at 
the H-1 and H-2 Waiawa Interchange. Several capacity enhancement projects 
to various sections of H-1 from Pearl City to downtown Honolulu are also 
programmed." 

2) From OTRP 2030 LINK: 
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a) State Project # 45 Interstate Route H-1, Widening, Waiawa Interchange to Halawa 
Interchange - Widen the Interstate Route H-1 by 1 lane in the eastbound direction, from the 
Waiawa Interchange to the Halawa Interchange. ORTP Cost estimate = $251 million. 

b) State Project #52 - Nimitz Highway, High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) Flyover, 
Keehi Interchange to Pacific Street - Construct a new 2-lane elevated and reversible HOV 
flyover above Nimitz Highway, from the Keehi Interchange to Pacific Street. This project 
includes the removal of the existing eastbound contraflow lane in the AM peak and restoration of 
all turning movements on the at-grade portion of Nimitz highway. ORTP cost estimate = $250 
million. 

c) State Project # 20 - Interstate Route H-1, Zipper Lane (PM), Keehi Interchange to 
Kunia Interchange - Construct a Zipper lane on the Interstate Route H-1, in the westbound 
direction, from Keehi Interchange to Kunia Interchange. This project would be in use during the 
PM peak. ORTP cost estimate = $19.9 million 

3) Contrary to the above DEIS para. 7.1.1 statement that "the ORTP 2030 roadway 
improvements would not relieve traffic congestion", State Projects # 20, #45 and #52 will 
substantially reduce traffic congestion on H-1 at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge for 
drivers and improve mobility for commuters. 

4) State projects #45 (4 miles) and #52 (3 miles) provide new, one- and two-lane roadways 
respectively. Both projects should be revised to practically eliminate the H-1 bottlenecks at 
Pearl City and Middle Street merge without substantially increasing the project construction cost. 
The cost can be kept low providing that the Oahu elevated highways are built similar in 
construction to the Tampa 10 mile, elevated, three-lane reversible expressway which cost $420 
million in year 2005 ($42 million per mile) and is cost effective. See 
http://www.tollroadsnews.com/node/172  . 
Applying a 100 percent increase for the Oahu construction cost factor, Projects, #45 and #52 
would cost $320 Million and $240 million respectively. 

Substituting the Tampa three-lane reversible type expressway for projects #45 and #52 
would probably not only improve but could eliminate the bottlenecks on H-1 at Pearl City and at 
Middle Street merge. The Tampa expressway is on bridge structure - segmental concrete box 
girder - the roadway deck being 18m (59ft) wide on a single row of columns 1.8m (6ft) wide - a 
design by Figg Engineering. 

- Project # 45 should be revised to an elevated, reversible, three lane expressway, routed 
over the Kamehameha Highway ("Kamehameha Flyover") median instead of the project's 
proposal to "add a single eastbound lane to H-1". Appropriate connection ramps from the three 
lane reversible expressway to the eastbound and westbound H-1 lanes are feasible. This 4 mile 
project is estimated to cost $320 million if construction is similar to Tampa reversible 
expressway. 

- Project #52. The two-lane Nimitz elevated flyover should be modified a 
highway similar to the Tampa three-lane expressway as noted in U.H. Professor Prevedouros 
Study "Transportation Alternatives Analysis for Mitigating Traffic Congestion between Leeward 
Oahu and Honolulu" published in March 2008. This 3 mile segment from Keehi Lagoon to 
Pacific Street is estimated to cost $240 million if construction is similar to Tampa reversible 
expressway. 
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Conclusion: Under the DEIS No Build Alternative, the ORTP 2030 State projects #20, #45 and 
#52 will improve traffic congestion on H-1 at Pearl City and at Middle Street merge, contrary to 
DEIS declaration that "the NO Build Alternative still would not relieve traffic congestion for 
drivers or improve mobility for transit riders compared to today." 

Recommendation: Revise the DEIS para. 7.1.1 statement to say that 1) the ORTP projects #20, 
#45 and #52 will subtantially reduce traffic congestion and 2) the DEIS recommend that the 
ORTP projects #45 and #52 be revised to building three-lane reversible expressways over 
Kamehameha Hwy median and Nimitz Hwy median to eliminate the H-1 bottlenecks at Pearl 
City and at Middle Street merge. The DEIS should also include additional projects shown in 
ORTP 2030: 
# 15 State Interstate Route H-1, Widening, Middle Street to Vineyard Boulevard Widen the 
Interstate Route H-1 by 1 lane, in the eastbound direction, from Middle Street to Vineyard 
Boulevard, as identified below: 
• From 2 to 3 lanes from Middle Street to Likelike Highway off-ramp 
• From 3 to 4 lanes from Likelike Highway off-ramp to Vineyard Boulevard 
This project also includes the widening of: 
• Gulick Avenue overpass to allow 5 lanes to pass under it 
• Kalihi Interchange overcrossings to allow 4 lanes to pass under it 
$34.8 million 

# 16 State Interstate Route H-1, Operational Improvements, Lunalilo Street to Vineyard 
Boulevard Modify the weaving movements on the Interstate Route H-1, in the westbound 
direction, between the Lunalilo Street on-ramp and the Vineyard Boulevard off-ramp. 
$24.3 

Respectfully, 

Ben Ramelb P.E. 
1148 Ala Lilikoi St. 
Honolulu HI 96818 

Copy to: 
1) Mr. Ted Matley 
FTA Region IX 
201 Mission St. Suite 1650 
San Francisco, CA 94105 
FAX 415-744-2726 

2) Governor Linda Lingle 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 S Beretania St. 5th Floor 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
FAX (808) 586-0006 
3) Honolulu City Council Members 
FAX (808) 867-5011 
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