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Comments on the Honolulu DEIS 

In order for the DEIS to provide meaningful information to all the interested parties in 
this project, the analysis of different options must be carried out with a high level of 
professionalism. The contractors who are tasked with the design and analysis of 
traffic/transit improvements must apply themselves with the same high professional 
standards to reviewing all the alternatives. The contractors must utilize all their 
knowledge from other projects in order to bring forth the best set of options for our 
community. In our case, the contractor for the Alternatives Analysis and the DEIS did 
not use the same level of professionalism to look at all the alternatives. 

Unfortunately, this project is riddled with political bias. The current mayor of Honolulu 
is only interested in rail. At the first scooping meeting in June of 2006, the mayor said, 
"Don't talk to me about roads. If you want to build roads talk to someone else". 

The Mayor's influence can be seen in the way alternatives were analyzed. The Mayor 
hired the contractor for the Alternatives Analysis. 

With the Mayor's admitted disinterest in roads, it is not surprising that the contractor for 
the Alternatives Analysis used a drawing from some citizen group website for the design 
of the Managed Lane alternative. The contractor does not know who made the drawing 
on the citizen group website. The contractor spent zero hours designing a managed lane 
alternative of their own even though their company has extensive experience in this area. 

All of the comments in the Alternatives Analysis regarding the design of the Managed 
Lane alternative are made by highly paid contractors commenting on a line drawing from 
a citizen website. No attempt was made to offer their expertise to improve the design. 
Since the citizen group website drawing of the Managed Lane had one exit near town, the 
Mayor's contractors spent hours explaining how Managed Lanes cause traffic jams and 
slow commuters down under such circumstances. This type of analysis is clearly biased. 

November 10, 2007, the League of Women voters had a transportation forum to discuss 
the options before the city. Toni Hamayasu represented the city of Honolulu at that 
forum. In this presentation, Tom clearly states that the contractor Parsons Brinckerhoff 
used a drawing from the website that belonged to the community group 
honolulutraffic.com  as their design for the Managed Lane Alternative. This video will be 
back on the honolulutraffic.com  web site in a few days. It has been available to the public 
for the last year. Unfortunately, the company Brightcove that stored the videos for the 
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honolulutraffic.com  website has ended that part of their business. When the video is back 
on the website, I will file an amendment to these comments. 

In order for this DEIS process to be valuable, the city of Honolulu must let the 
contractors engineer a Managed Lane alternative of their own design. This new work can 
then be included in a Supplemental DEIS. Only than will the alternatives included in the 
DEIS be meaningful and not biased. Only then can the FTA be assured that Honolulu is 
making a prudent decision. 

John Brizdle 
3001 Lai Rd. 
Honolulu, HI 96816 
808-732-0071 

AR00140404 


