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LIFE OF THE LAND 
76 North King Street, Suite 203 

Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 
Phone: 533-3454; E: henry. hfeoftheland@gmail. com  

February 6, 2009 

Ted Matley 
FTA Region IX 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Wayne Y. Yoshioka 
Department of Transportation Services 
City and County of Honolulu 
650 South King Street, 3rd Floor, 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

Katherine Puana Kealoha 
Office of Environmental Quality Control (OEQC) 
235 South Beretania, Suite 702 
Honolulu, HI 96813 

re: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project (DEIS) 

Submitted pursuant to 49 USC 1610 et. seq., 16 USC 470(f), 49 USC 303, 
42 USC 4332(2)(c), 23 CFR 771, and Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 343 

Life of the Land is Hawaii's own energy, environmental and community action group 
advocating for the people and - aina for almost four decades. Our mission is to preserve and 
protect the life of the land through sound energy and land use policies and to promote open 
government through research, education, advocacy and, when necessary, litigation. 

This document is a joint NEPA and Hawaii Revised Statutes Chapter 343 Draft EIS. (Preface 
ii) 
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The Council on Environmental Quality, as part of its oversight of 
implementation of the National Environmental Policy Act, held meetings 
in the ten Federal regions with Federal, State, and local officials to 
discuss administration of the implementing regulations. The forty most 
asked questions were compiled in a memorandum to agencies for the 
information of relevant officials. In order efficiently to respond to public 
inquiries this memorandum is reprinted in this issue of the Federal 
Register. 
http: / / www.nepa.gov/ nepa/ regs/ 40/ 40p1 . htm 

In response to the many requests from the agencies and other 
participants, CEQ has compiled forty of the most important or most 
frequently asked questions and their answers and reduced them to 
writing. The answers were prepared by the General Counsel of CEQ in 
consultation with the Office of Federal Activities of EPA. These answers, 
of course, do not impose any additional requirements beyond those of 
the NEPA regulations. This document does not represent new guidance 
under the NEPA regulations, but rather makes generally available to 
concerned agencies and private individuals the answers which CEQ has 
already given at the 1980 regional meetings. 
(www.nepa.gov/ nepa/ regs/ 40/ 40p2.htm) 

NEPA's 	Forty 	Most 	Asked 	Questions 
(www.nepa.gov/nepa/regs/  40/ 40p3.htm) 

2a. Alternatives Outside the Capability of Applicant or Jurisdiction of 
Agency. If an EIS is prepared in connection with an application for a 
permit or other federal approval, must the EIS rigorously analyze and 
discuss alternatives that are outside the capability of the applicant or 
can it be limited to reasonable alternatives that can be carried out by 
the applicant? 

A. Section 1502.14 requires the EIS to examine all reasonable  
alternatives  to the proposal. In determining the scope of alternatives to 

be considered, the emphasis is on what is "reasonable" rather than on  
whether the proponent or applicant likes or is itself capable of carrying  
out a particular alternative. Reasonable alternatives include those that are  
practical or feasible from the technical and economic standpoint and  
using common sense, rather than simply desirable from the standpoint of  
the applicant. 

2b. Must the EIS analyze alternatives outside the jurisdiction or 
capability of the agency or beyond what Congress has authorized? 

A. An alternative that is outside the legal jurisdiction of the lead agency  
must still be analyzed in the EIS if it is reasonable.  A potential conflict 
with local or federal law does not necessarily render an alternative 
unreasonable, although such conflicts must be considered. Section 
1506.2(d). Alternatives that are outside the scope of what Congress has  
approved or funded must still be evaluated in the EIS if they are  
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reasonable,  because the EIS may serve as the basis for modifying the 
Congressional approval or funding in light of NEPA's goals and policies. 
Section 1500.1(a). 

1. Is it reasonable to consider an at-grade (ground-level) rail system? Please elaborate. 

2. Please list each document and the number of pages in each of those documents that 
considered an at-grade (ground-level) rail system. 

3. Is it reasonable to consider an enhanced express bus system? Please elaborate. 

4. Please list each document and the number of pages in each of those documents that 
considered an enhanced express bus system 

5. What rail segments did you consider at the ground level? Please discuss each segment 
and why it was rejected. 

6. Why were specific ground level rail segments were rejected and why? Please discuss each 
segment and why it was rejected. 

7. What is the relative cost for ground-based and elevated rail for each segment? 

8. Is there sufficient space along Farrington Highway for a ground-based track system? 

9. Is there sufficient space along the H-1 in the Kapolei-Ewa area for a ground-based track 
system? 

10. What would be impact of using an existing lane of Farrington Highway for a rail line? 

11. Did you consider an above-ground line in Kapolei-Ewa becoming at-grade in the greater 
Waipahu area? Please elaborate. 

12. Would it be better to have the train go directly to Leeward Community College or should 
the college be fed by a spur track? 

13. How many additional riders would take the train if it stopped at Leeward Community 
College? Please elaborate. 

14. Would it be better to have the train go directly to Waipio and Mililani or should Central 
Oahu have a spur track? Please elaborate. 

How would a separate line, or a spur line, from Central Oahu to this proposed line impact 
ridership: 

15. How many additional riders would take the train if it stopped at Waipio? 

16. How many additional riders would take the train if it stopped at Mililani? 

17. Is there sufficient space in the land just makai of Kamehameha Highway in the Pearl 
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Highlands Center, Pearl City Shopping Center and the Pearl Ridge Shopping Center area for 
at least one rail track? 

18. Is there sufficient space in the land just mauka of Kamehameha Highway in the Pearl 
Highlands Center, Pearl City Shopping Center and the Pearl Ridge Shopping Center area for 
at least one rail track? two tracks? 

19. Is there sufficient space in the land just mauka of Kamehameha Highway in the Pearl-
Harbor-Hickam area for at least one rail track? two tracks? 

20. Is there sufficient space in the land just makai of Kamehameha Highway in the Pearl-
Harbor-Hickam area for at least one rail track? two tracks? 

21. Should there be a spur route into Pearl Harbor? Please elaborate re ridership. 

22. How many additional riders would take the train if there were a spur rail line into Pearl 
Harbor Naval Station? Please elaborate re ridership. 

23. Should there be a spur route into Hickam Air Force Base? 

24. How many additional riders would take the train if there were a spur rail line into 
Hickam Air Force Base? Please elaborate re ridership. 

25. Should the rail line go into Honolulu International Airport? Please elaborate re ridership. 
How would security be affected with a rail line displacing vehicle flows into the airport? 
What reductions in idling time by vehicles would be anticipated? 

26. Should there be a rail loop at Honolulu International Airport, which could act as the 
beginning/end for trains going towards Honolulu or Ewa? Please elaborate. 

27. Could the Airport Rail Loop end at Aloha Stadium and intersect the Ewa-Honolulu Rail 
Line at a transfer station? Please elaborate. 

28. How many additional riders would take the train if stopped at Honolulu International 
Airport? Please elaborate. 

29. How many additional riders would take the train if there were a loop around Honolulu 
International Airport? Please elaborate. 

30. How many cars could park at Aloha Stadium during the day from Monday-Friday? 
Please elaborate. Please list all documents the City reviewed or wrote regarding this concept. 

31. When did the City considered consider converting one or more lanes of the Nimitz near 
Iwilei to non-vehicular traffic only? Would this save money, using existing paved roads for 
the transit system? 

32. Could one or more lanes of the Nimitz be used for a rail line? 

33. Could the Rail Line go into Sand Island and then via a tunnel to the Homeless Shelter- 
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Medical School area? Could a park-and-ride rail station be built in this area? 

34. What is the comparative costs associated with an above ground and a below ground 
route through Chinatown What is the comparative costs associated with an above ground 
and a below ground route along the Nimitz? 

35. Did the City consider a route along the Ala Moana Blvd edge of Ala Moana Park? 

36. Did the City consider a route along the edge of the Ala Wai Golf Course? Why or why 
not? What impact would this have on ridership? 

37. What ground routes did consider going to any portion of the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa Campus? Why or why not? What impact would this have on ridership? 

38. How many additional riders would take the train if it stopped at the University of 
Manoa? Why or why not? What impact would this have on ridership? 

39. How many additional riders would take the train went to Waikiki? Why or why not? 
What impact would this have on ridership? 

40. Will the rail line enable greater transportation options? 

41. Will these greater transportation options lead to faster population growth rates? 

42. What would be the comparable ridership levels if the rail line were build from west-to-
east OR east-to-west? 

43. Will the transit system be encouraged that high population densities around built 
around transit stations? 

44. How will this impact population growth projections? 

45. Will land owners around planned transit stops get new development rights which will 
increase their property values? 

46. How much will property values rise on Oahu due to the new transit stops? 

47. Which Chinatowns in the U.S. or elsewhere had overhead transit lines built? 

48. How did this affect those Chinatowns? 

49. What analysis has been done concerning new dark spaces created by overhead transit 
and any change in crime, criminal behavior or potential crime? 

50. Will areas under the transit line be barbed wired to prevent homeless from gathering 
along the route? 

51. How will the rail line impact the uses of bicycles? 
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52. How much money has been spent by (a) the City; (b) by contractors and (c) by 
subcontractors in public relations regarding this proposal? 

53. Please provide a list of each government-funded or partially government-funded entity 
and the amount of money they spend on public relations / advertisement regarding this 
proposed system. 

54. Will this proposed system increase or decrease the time until another major transit 
upgrade is needed? 

55. What is the likelihood of insufficient ridership to make the system worthwhile? 

56. Is the excise tax increase regressive? 

Any system that is built uses energy and releases greenhouse gases (carbon equivalence) 
during both the construction phase and the use phase. This information can be broken 
down into total use/released and per rider use/release 

57. In terms of building the system: How much energy will be used? 

58. In terms of building the system: How much energy per anticipated rider will be used? 

59. In terms of building the system: How many tons of carbon equivalence is required 

60. In terms of building the system: How many tons of carbon equivalence will be used? 

61. In terms of building the system: How many tons of carbon equivalence will be used? 

62. In terms of operating the system:: How much energy per anticipated rider will be used? 

63. In terms of operating the system:: How many tons of carbon equivalence is required? 

64. In terms of operating the system:: How many tons of carbon equivalence will be used? 

65. In terms of operating the system:: How many tons of carbon equivalence will be used? 

66. What fuel will be used to generate the electricity necessary to build this system? 

67. What form of energy will power the system? 

68. Assuming the transit system is built, what is the projected rise in the use of cars over 
the next ten and twenty years? 

69. How many blue views of the ocean from residential units will be lost as a result of this 
system? 

70. Will the transit system lead to a rise in population along the route? 

71. What percent of that population rise will be from people not currently living in the state? 
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72. Should Honolulu build a single linear line of a network of intersecting transit lines? 

73. How much faster can Ewa grow with the transit route installed as opposed to continuing 
the existing process without a transit system? 

74. One Congressman testified before the State Legislature that building the line will enable 
tens of thousands of new homes in the Ewa region. How true is that statement? 

75. How will pressure to develop agricultural lands be affected as a result of this project? 

76. Will this project increase or decrease the likelihood that Hawaii will become 
agriculturally self-sufficient? Please elaborate. 

77. Will this project increase or decrease the likelihood that Hawaii will become energy self-
sufficient? Please elaborate. 

Henry Curtis 
Executive Director 
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