
From: 	 Ossi, Joseph <FTA> 
To: 	 Barr, James <FTA>; Matley, Ted <FTA> 
Sent: 	 4/21/2009 10:28:29 AM 
Subject: 	 RE: Honolulu rail transit 

Regarding the points that the Honolulu congressional team wants to discuss, please see my thoughts after each bullet: 

• As you know, the EPA has recently submitted a letter questioning why alternatives to an elevated rail line, 
such as light rail at street level and bus rapid transit, weren't evaluated in the project's environmental impact 
study. Would EPA's questioning of the EIS process possibly impact the timeline of the project? 

Unless we have good justification in the public NEPA record for eliminating the EPA alternative from 
consideration, we would be extremely vulnerable in a NEPA suit, and there are numerous potential litigants. If 
we do not have good justification in the public NEPA record for eliminating the EPA alternative from 
consideration, then we should supplement the NEPA record. That will take time, but not as much time as 
litigation. 
• Does the FTA EIS process allow for amendments by the C&C of Honolulu during the consideration? 
The NEPA process does allow for "amendments" to a project at any stage. An "amendment" of this magnitude 
and public interest would probably require a supplemental NEPA document. 
• What standing does the EPA have in the EIS process? Since it's a federal agency do their views rank higher? 
A federal court would give substantial deference to an EPA opinion. EPA is required by Federal law (CAA 
Section 309) to comment on all EISs. 
• Is the proposed cost of an elevated rail system in Honolulu more, less, or equal to the cost per mile of other 

systems currently under consideration by the FTA? It has been suggested that the elevated Honolulu system is 
8 times the cost of other pending rail projects. 

Someone else in FTA should answer this one. Here are the numbers for Honolulu and the other elevated third-rail 
project being planned (Miami): 
Project Length Stations Capital Cost Est. 
Miami North Corridor 9.5 mi 7 $1.6 YOE 
Honolulu 25 mi 23 $6.5 YOE 
• Could the DEIS be rejected outright or would it be sent back to the C&C of Honolulu for amendment? What is 

the time frame for the EIS process? 
The DEIS cannot be rejected outright. It has already been signed, printed, and distributed. It has served and is 
serving its purpose by generating public and interagency comments and local discourse about the project. A 
supplemental NEPA document of very limited scope (i.e., covering only the issues and alternative suggested by 
EPA) may require an additional 6 months. The process for supplementing an EIS does not require as much time 
as would the NEPA litigation. 

Joe Ossi 
FTA Office of Planning and Environment 
(202) 366-1613 

From: Webb, Kate <FTA> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 21, 2009 1:36 PM 
To: Rogers, Leslie <FTA>; Borinsky, Susan <FTA>; Carranza, Edward <FTA> 
Cc: Longo, David <FTA>; Griffo, Paul <FTA>; Ryan, James <FTA>; Matley, Ted <FTA>; Sukys, Raymond <FTA>; Barr, 
James <FTA>; Ossi, Joseph <FTA>; Biehl, Scott <FTA>; VanWyk, Christopher <FTA>; Marler, Renee <FTA>; Welbes, Matt 
<FTA> 
Subject: RE: Honolulu rail transit 

Hi All, 

I  spoke w/ Melvin Tabilas of Cong. Abercrombie's office today as a follow-up to his conversation last week with Leslie and 
Melvin would like to have a conference call  —  hopefully sometime Thursday afternoon 4/23  --  to discuss the status of the Honolulu 
rail project. Included on the call would be Rep. Abercrombie's DC office, HI office and possibly the Congressman. Noted below 
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are some of the issues they would like to cover in the call. Please let me know if your availability Thursday afternoon for the 
call. Also please let me know if you think a conf call prior to the call w/ the Congressman's office would be useful. Thanks! 

Kate 

From: Webb, Kate <FTA> 
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2009 10:26 PM 
To: Rogers, Leslie <FTA>; Welbes, Matt <FTA> 
Cc: Longo, David <FTA>; Griffo, Paul <FTA>; Borinsky, Susan <FTA>; Ryan, James <FTA>; Carranza, Edward <FTA>; 
Matley, Ted <FTA>; Sukys, Raymond <FTA>; Barr, James <FTA>; Ossi, Joseph <FTA>; Biehl, Scott <FTA>; VanWyk, 
Christopher <FTA>; Marler, Renee <FTA> 
Subject: RE: Honolulu rail transit 

Thanks Leslie. I'll be happy to work w/ Melvin to arrange the requested Conf. call w/ Cong. Abercrombie but  I  think there needs 
to be some internal FTA discussion first. I'm out of the pocket tomorrow but could set something up for Monday (not too 
early.. .1 try to remember that you guys are 3 hours behind us!). Please let me know what your schedule looks like for Monday. 
Thanks! 

Kate 

From: Rogers, Leslie <FTA> 
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2009 10:04 PM 
To: Welbes, Matt <FTA> 
Cc: Webb, Kate <FTA>; Longo, David <FTA>; Griffo, Paul <FTA>; Borinsky, Susan <FTA>; Ryan, James <FTA>; Carranza, 
Edward <FTA>; Matley, Ted <FTA>; Sukys, Raymond <FTA>; Barr, James <FTA>; Ossi, Joseph <FTA>; Biehl, Scott <FTA>; 
VanWyk, Christopher <FTA>; Marler, Renee <FTA> 
Subject: FW: Honolulu rail transit 

Matt et al., 

I  returned a call today to Mr. Tabilas of Congressman Abercrombie's office today that resulted in the email below. 
Initially, I respectfully declined his request that we meet with representatives of the Honolulu chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects on their aesthetics concerns about the proposed Honolulu rail project. You will recall that the 
comment period on the DEIS closed in early February 2009 and the City is currently reviewing the voluminous 
comments received and its report on the consideration and disposition of comments is expected to be forwarded to 
Region IX in the near future. During our conversation, I spoke in broad terms about FTA's procedures while trying to 
avoid delving into too much detail. 

Mr. Tabilas noted that the Congressman is seeking a conference call with FTA and when I asked if this might be 
characterized as a "status update" on the project, Mr. Tabilas responded "no," that the Congressman really was 
seeking to know "where the project stands from FTA's perspective." Following the recent release of EPA's comments 
(see article below) on the project, the city has been abuzz about the project and it is dominating the local media. The 
Congressman has been a longtime supporter of rail transit and apparently is receiving numerous constituent comments 
that have given rise to this request for a discussion with FTA. 

I will await your guidance about the requested call. Thanks! 

Leslie 

From: Tabilas, Melvin [mailto:Melvin.Tabilas@mail.house.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, April 16, 2009 1:47 PM 
To: Rogers, Leslie <FTA> 
Subject: Honolulu rail transit 

Leslie, 

AR00138476 



Thanks for working on setting up some time in the next few days to speak to both Amy Asselbaye, the 
Congressman's Chief of Staff, and myself As you may know, this is a really big issue for the Congressman, so he'll 
more than likely be on the call if it was set up for next week. Some points that we want to discuss include: 

• As you know, the EPA has recently submitted a letter questioning why alternatives to an elevated rail line, 
such as light rail at street level and bus rapid transit, weren't evaluated in the project's environmental impact 
study. Would EPA's questioning of the EIS process possibly impact the timeline of the project? 

• Does the FTA EIS process allow for amendments by the C&C of Honolulu during the consideration? 
• What standing does the EPA have in the EIS process? Since it's a federal agency do their views rank higher? 
• Is the proposed cost of an elevated rail system in Honolulu more, less, or equal to the cost per mile of other 

systems currently under consideration by the FTA? It has been suggested that the elevated Honolulu system is 
8 times the cost of other pending rail projects. 

• Could the DEIS be rejected outright or would it be sent back to the C&C of Honolulu for amendment? What is 
the time frame for the EIS process? 

Keep me posted. 

Mahalo, 

Melvin 

Melvin Tabilas 
Legislative Assistant 
U.S. Representative Neil Abercrombie (HI-01) 
1502 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2726 
melvin.tabilas@mail.house.gov  

www.house.gov/abercrombie  
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