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Honolulu is a Transit Town! 

source: Federal 7ransit Administration, 2004 National Transit Database 
Note: Las Vegas is included in this table because the monorail is privately operated. The only 

publicly operated transit system in Las Vegas is the bus system. 

Of all major cities in the United States that have only a bus transit system, 
Honolulu has the greatest number of transit riders per capita. The chart 
above shows the number of passenger miles (a passenger mile is when one 
passenger rides for one mile) of the fifteen highest-population comparable 
service areas. People in Honolulu use transit nearly twice as much as people 
in cities with the next highest transit miles per capita. 
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Aloha!  Last month, a summary of the scoping process comments was presented in this newsletter. The FTA is now reviewing the 

comments and once they are approved, you will be able to review these comments at www.honolulutransit.org . In this March/April 

issue we discuss how those comments affected the alternatives that will be considered in the Alternatives Analysis and we also take a look at 

possible station locations for The Fixed Guideway Alternative. 

Ask the Expert 

Q.; Will the City and County of Honolulu condemn 
people's homes to make way for a fixed-rail system? 

Probably not. Our goal is not to condemn homes to make way for 

rail. Wherever possible, design decisions will be made to keep the 

alignments within existing roads' rights-of-way. For example, the 

transit study completed in the early 1990s would have required 

acquisition of land from 166 parcels but no homes were to be 

condemned. In most of those cases, only a small portion of each 

parcel would have been acquired. Only 55 required acquisition of 

the entire parcel and all 55 were commercial properties. 

— continued 

With these questions answered, the station locations listed on the 

corridor map inside this newsletter were identified and will be 

carried forward into the analysis. Here are some important factors 

to consider when reviewing this list: 

• The potential station locations listed on the inside map include all 

possible stations for all of the potential alignment options in all of 

the sections. 

• Once final alignment options are determined for each section, the 

number of stations under consideration will be reduced to only 

those stations along the selected alignments. 

• The listings on the corridor map inside this newsletter are by 

community groupings within the corridor sections (note that some 

sections consist of more than one community grouping). 

• The number of stations listed in the heading of each grouping 

indicates the actual number of stations that could be located 

We expect the same for the new project, where only partial slivers 

of land would have to be acquired — a few feet wide for the length 

of a property, for example, so that sidewalks can be widened. 

When acquisition is required, the first step is to approach land 

owners to discuss options. In most cases, those acquisitions can be 

done without complications and the property owners would be 

compensated at fair market value, even for small slivers of the 

property. 

within that community depending on the alignment selected. 

What happens next? 
These station locations will be evaluated and may be adjusted based 

on such factors as predicted ridership, cost or traffic impacts. From 

here, the detailed analysis continues and the Project Team will 

investigate cost, ridership, traffic impacts, environmental impacts 

and other key factors needed for the City Council and the people of 

Oahu to make their decision on the next steps for keeping 

Honolulu On The Move. 

Again, it is important to remember that only some of these station 

locations will be included in the Locally Preferred Alternative 

ultimately selected. 

Detailed images of the section maps and this newsletter are 

available at www.honolulutransit.org . For a printed copy call 

the project hotline at 566-2299. 

What are the changes? 
Alternative 1: The No Build Alternative is defined in more detail, 

identifying all planned projects that will be included in the descrip-

tion of how our transportation system will look in 2030 if this 

alternative is picked. 

Alternative 2: The Transportation System Management (TSM) 

Alternative is also refined. New transit center locations were identi-

fied and an enhanced bus route network with increased bus service 

is planned for this alternative. 

Alternative 3: The Managed Lane Alternative now includes a 

second option that provides a "reversible" feature allowing two lanes 

of east-bound (town-bound) traffic during the morning peak period 

and west-bound (Ewa-bound) traffic during the afternoon peak 

period. This means there now are two options to the Managed Lane 

alternative, one with traffic flowing in both directions all day and 

the other with both lanes reversible depending on the time of day. 

Both options are defined in detail with access points integrated with 

existing and planned roadways to facilitate smooth transitions to the 

Managed Lane. 

Alternative 4: The Fixed Guideway Alternatives. In order to 

facilitate a "mix-and-match" of fixed guideway alignments along 

the length of the project, the corridor was divided into five regional 

sections, with all of the alignment options presented as individual 

segments (color-coded on the section maps available at 

www.honolulutransit.org) within each section. The sections are: 

• Section 1 — Kapolei /Ewa 

• Section 2 — Waipahu /Pearl City /Aiea 

• Section 3 — Aloha Stadium /Pearl Harbor /Airport / Salt Lake 

• Section 4 — Kalihi /HCC /Iwilei /Liliha 

• Section 5 — Chinatown /Downtown /Kakaako /Ala Moana / 

UH Manoa /Waikiki 

Three additional changes were made to the alignments themselves. 

First, the Nimitz Highway at-grade alignment in the vicinity of the 

airport was eliminated from further consideration based on 

investigations that showed it was not possible for the alignment 

to exit the median under the Koko Head end of viaduct near the 

Keehi interchange. Second, the Camp Catlin Road alignment was 

eliminated after consultation with the Navy, which owns 

property that the alignment would have crossed. Third, an 

additional alignment through the downtown-Kakaako area was 

added along Halekauwila Street. Further analysis identified physical 

constraints along the elevated Queen Street alignment, which would 

have to pass near high-rise buildings in some locations. 

Locating stations within the physical constraints of this alignment 

is a particular challenge. Because of these issues, an elevated option 

on Halekauwila Street was added as another possible way to 

navigate the dense Kakaako area. 

When will you know where the stations will be 
located? 
Once the alignments for the fixed guideway were defined, potential 

station locations were identified. Determining station locations is 

necessary so that we can make detailed analyses of system 

performance as well as assess impacts and benefits for the different 

options. 

The preliminary station locations were identified through a 

screening process similar to the one used to select the proposed 

alignments. Many factors were considered, such as: 

• What is the projected population and employment near the 

station? 

• Does this station serve nearby activity centers well? 

• Is land available for the station? 

• Can the station be easily accessed by buses, cars, or people 

on foot or bicycle? 

• Is locating the station here consistent with existing 

community plans and zoning? 

• Is this station spaced too near or too far from adjacent stations? 

— continued on back 
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Kalihi/Palama — Section 4 
3 to 4 to be selected 
• Middle St.Transit Center 

• N. King St.& Owen St. 

• N. King St. &Waiakamilo Rd. 

• N. King St. at Dillingham Blvd.& Liliha St. 

• Dillingham Blvd.& Mokauea St. 

• Dillingham Blvd.& Kokea St. 

• Kaaahi St. 

Log onto www.honolulutransit.org  to see detailed maps of Alternative 4 showing the 
alignment and station options under consideration for each of the 5 corridor sections. 

*Note: Final station locations will continue to be refined if Alternative 4 is selected as the Locally Preferred Alternative. 

Kapolei /Ewa — Section 1 
5 to 8 to be selected 
• Kapolei Pkwy.& Hanua St. 

• Kamokila Blvd. &Wakea St. 

• Kapolei Pkwy.&Wakea St. 

• Kapolei Pkwy.& Kamaaha Lp. 

• Saratoga Ave. &Wakea St. 

• Farrington Hwy. at UH West Oahu 

• Saratoga Ave.& Fort Barrette Rd. 

• Saratoga Ave.& North-South Rd. 

• Kapolei Pkwy.& North-South Rd. 

• North-South Rd. between Kapolei Pkwy.& Farrington Hwy. 

• Farrington Hwy.& North-South Rd. 

• Farrington Hwy. between North-South Rd.& Fort Weaver Rd. 

• Fort Weaver Rd.& Geiger Rd. 

• Fort Weaver Rd.& Renton Rd. 

Pearl City 
Pearl City / Aiea — Section 2 
• Kamehameha Hwy.& Kuala St. 

• Kamehameha Hwy.& Kaonohi St. 

Alea 

Pearl Harbor 
Waipahu — Section 2 
• Farrington Hwy.& Leoku St. 

• Farrington Hwy.& Mokuola St. 

Aloha Stadium/Pearl Harbor/Airport/Salt Lake — Section 3 
2 to 4 to be selected 
• Aloha Stadium 

• Salt Lake Blvd.& Kahuapaani St. 

• Salt Lake Blvd. near Ala Nioi Pl. 

• Kamehameha Hwy.& Radford Dr. 

• Nimiia Hwy.& Paiea St. 

• Nimiia Hwy. & Aolele St. 

• Honolulu International Airport 

• Nimiia Hwy.& Lagoon Dr. 

• Aolele St.& Lagoon Dr. 

Kakaako — Section 5 

2 to be selected 
• King St.& Kapiolani Blvd. 

• Waimanu St.& Cummins St. 

• Kawaiahao St.& Cooke St. 

• Kawaiahao St.& Kamakee St. 

• Queen St.& South St. 

• Halekauwila St.& South St. 

• Halekauwila St. &Ward Ave. 

• Queen St.& Cummins St. 

• Beretania St. & Alapai St. 

• S. King St.& Pensacola St. 

- 
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Kapolei Downtown — Section 5 
1 to 4 to be selected 
• Hotel St.& Kekaulike St. 

• Hotel St. & Nuuanu Ave. 

• Hotel St.& Fort Street Mall 

• Honolulu Hale 
• Beretania St.& Fort Street Mall 

• Nimitz Hwy.& Kekaulike St. 

• Queen St.& Fort Street Mall 

• Nimitz Hwy.& Fort Street Mall 

Downtown--  

Ka 

Manoa 

Waikiki 

Ala Moana /McCully /Moiliili — Section 5 	 -- 
4 to 6 to be selected 
• Kona St.& Keeaumoku St. 

• Hawaii Convention Center 

• Kapiolani Blvd.& McCully St. 

• University Ave. & Date St. 

• University Ave. & S. King St. 

• S. King St. & Kalakaua Ave. 

• S. King St. & McCully St. 	Waikiki Spur — Section 5 
• S. King St.& Hausten St. 	•  Kuhio Ave. & Olohana St. 

• UH Lower Campus 	 •  Kuhio Ave. & Kaiulani Ave. 

Potential Stations and the Communities The Serve 
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