
Public Involvement Overview 

March 2008 

March 

Hotline Calls 7 

Comment Sense Comments/Inquiries 34 

FOIA requests 0 

Speakers Bureau 11 

Presentation/Events 15 

Neighborhood Boards 10 

Community Updates 4 

Hotline and Comment Sense reporting does not include requests for additions/changes 
to the project mailing list. Only project questions/comments/or requests for information 
are included. 

Neighborhood Board reporting includes both full presentations and project briefings. 

In addition to the monthly television show the project has bought radio time every 
Tuesday afternoon. 
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Vancouver, Canada 

Miami, United States 

An Update on the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 

Aloha!  Tbihge stPerpojef bcrtwatardkes a with  

the selection of the technology for our fixed 
guideway transit system. 

Late last month, modern rail technology was 
rated the best technology for Honolulu by 4 of 
the 5 independent technology panelists. 

"This is tremendous progress in our ef-
fort to provide Honolulu with viable, reliable 
transportation choices," said Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann. "I strongly believe that utilizing 
the experience and expertise of the transit 
experts on the panel means we'll get the very 
best technology for Honolulu and will be able 
to enter into the procurement process to buy 
transit vehicles at an extremely competitive 
price," the Mayor added. 

Ron Tober, the Chair of the Independent 
Technology Selection Panel, said "This was 
a good process which ensured the selection 
of the right technology for Honolulu." Tober 
continued, "Through deliberation of the ma-
terials submitted with the knowledge gained 
through our collective years of experience, 
we are confident that Steel Wheel on Steel 
Rail will provide the best service for Honolulu 
for generations to come." 

Here are some of the characteristics of the 
modern rail technology that made it the best 
choice for Honolulu: 

Reliable 
Can support 2- to 3-minute arrival time be-
tween trains. 
Can provide 40-minute end-to-end travel time 
with 20-second dwell time at stations. 

Safe /Secure/Quiet 
Closed circuit television system on board all 
vehicles. 
Passengers able to communicate with sys- 

tem personnel. 
Emergency evacuation features, including 
emergency evacuation walkways available. 
Quieter than a city bus (see noise meter on 
page 2). 

Comfortable 
Vehicles are air conditioned; with automated 
and manual announcement systems. 
Vehicle destination and internal passenger 
information displays are provided. 
Vehicles have level boarding at station plat-
forms and are compliant with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. 
It is a known technology that provides an out-
standing quality of service. 

High Capacity 
Can carry more than 9,000 passengers per 
hour in each direction. 
Each vehicle can carry between 80 to 185 
passengers, depending on the seating ar-
rangement and vehicle design selected. 
Additional vehicles can easily be added to in-
crease capacity on the guideway. 
Inter-arrival times can be shortened to in-
crease capacity. 

Robust Operation 
Operation of the vehicles can be either fully 
automatic or manually controlled. 
Vehicles can operate bi-directionally, so they 
can move in either direction on the guide-
way. 
High level of reliability. 
Good long-term supply of spare parts and 
engineering support. 

Mature, well-proven technology that has 
been in operation for decades. More recent 
examples include locations such as: Miami, 
New York's JFK Airport, Houston, San Di-
ego, and Charlotte in the U.S. and Vancou-
ver, Kuala Lumpur, Copenhagen, London, 
Shanghai and Manila internationally. 

Will Serve Honolulu for the 
Long Term 
It can climb a 6% grade to serve current route 
and future extensions. 
Universal guideway technology which can 
be built and used by many vendors, which 
means we are not locked in to one specific 
vendor. 

Green Features 
Electric propulsion. 
Demand for electricity can be met by HECO's 
generating capacity. 
No overhead wires for power supply. 

— continued on back 

Honolulu On The Move March 2008 
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Hot Topic: NOIS 
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Honolulu On The Move March 2008 

Modern Rail Technology 
Here's an idea of the noise you can expect from 
a modern rail transit system as measured in the 
A-weighted decibel (dBA) scale. This gives us 
a measure of how sensitive humans are to cer-
tain sounds. Here's where the rail stacks up... 
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- continuedfrom front 

Cost Effective 
Largest number of potential suppliers; lead-
ing to high competition and low prices. 
Best system for interchangeability of vehi-
cles and / or sub-systems in future procure-
ments. 
Lowest long-term operational and mainte-
nance costs. 
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You can reach us by calling the project hotline 
at 566-2299 or by submitting your comments 

to www.honolulutransit.org  

  

    

Call or email us if you would like to receive an 
electronic version of this newsletter or would like 

to be removed from our mailing list. 

 

    

We are moving forward as scheduled for 
project development. We are now in the 
midst of completing the environmental im-
pact analysis and preliminary engineering 
is already geared up. The New Starts fund-
ing request process has already been initi-
ated with the Federal Transit Administration 
to prepare the project to be competitive for 

federal funding. Project groundbreaking 
is scheduled for the end of 2009 and the 
first segment should be operational in late 
2012. 

Here's the detailed schedule for project de-
velopment: 
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Star Bulletin 
Vol. 13, Issue 62- Sunday, March 2, 2008 

Transit Matters 
Michael Schneider 

Trains, buses, carpools and tolls should 
play nicely together here 
I've worked throughout the world for several decades helping governments and the private sector to 
reduce automobile congestion, create more livable communities and, in so doing, to acknowledge that 
fossil fuels are a finite natural resource. It seems, intrinsically, so simple. The basic goals are: 

• Reducing traffic congestion 

• Providing choices for people's travel to work, play, and the necessities of life 

• Recognizing individual desires to live and travel where, when and how one chooses and as may fit best 
each individual or family units lifestyle 

• Understanding the significant plight of the planet with respect to natural resource depletion and 
emission of greenhouse gases. 

Having worked in Hawaii since the 1980s, I've found that these same broad goals apply here. 

Honolulu has some of nation's worst traffic congestion. It also hosts one of the nation's best and most 
touted mass transit corridors -- the high-capacity principal corridor from Kapolei through downtown 
Honolulu to Ala Moana, and onward through Waikiki and to the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 

What kind of mass transit is best for Honolulu? The reality is that we need a variety of complementary 
programs. The traffic congestion that exists in Honolulu -- and grows worse every year -- will not be 
solved by a single technology or solution. 

Certainly, the huge travel demand in Honolulu's primary corridor, together with the concentrated centers 
of activity and relatively dense living and working venues on the island, warrant an exclusively tracked, 
permanent transit solution. 

Most transportation and planning experts understand that private investment in new and improved 
community facilities occurs when the governing bodies of a region focus resources on a rail-based transit 
system. One need only look at places around the world like Singapore, Vancouver, Hong Kong, Toronto 
and successful programs in the United States where anti-transit zealots never expected rail transit to 
succeed: Dallas, Salt Lake City, Portland, Denver and others. Regardless of the actual number of 
passengers using these systems, peak-period usage continues to grow significantly every year. 
Honolulu's fixed guideway transit system is projected to attract far more riders than any of the U.S. cities 
cited above. 

AR00084225 



There are a variety of applications and technologies that should work together to encourage reduction in 
traffic congestion and increases in community betterments. So-called "managed lanes" can certainly be 
an asset in areas where transit usage is low and people are willing to pay substantial tolls to enjoy driving 
in highway lanes reserved for people willing to pay for the privilege. 

Academics and economists often cite the managed lanes on State Route 91 -- the Riverside Freeway -- 
in Orange County, Calif., as a proven example of the efficacy of such approaches. Its true: Drivers who 
are willing to have $10 charged automatically to their Visa or MasterCard one way can indeed purchase 
the privilege of free-flow traffic for a part of their daily rush-hour automobile trip. The average commuter 
who uses these managed lanes daily pays about $50 a week. 

For people willing to pay the fee, and for developers willing to undertake public-private ventures to build 
such toll roads and HOT (high-occupancy toll) lanes, benefits accrue to users and to others who utilize 
the "free" lanes. Managed lanes are "managed" so that tolls increase whenever congestion threatens 
free-flow conditions. Of course, when these toll-payers arrive at their destinations, they still face the 
problems of local roadway congestion, finding a parking place and paying often exorbitant rates to store 
their cars. This would certainly be the case in Honolulu. 

As the entrepreneur responsible for conceiving and developing the only private toll highway in the 
Western United States -- the South Bay Expressway in San Diego, which opened to toll-payers last 
December -- I understand the economics, risks and rewards of toll- and carpool-based solutions. I 
certainly support such programs as one of a variety of solutions to relieve traffic congestion and provide 
community benefits. 

But the time has come to set the record straight: While managed lanes, HOT lanes or bus lanes can be a 
useful complement to a fixed guideway system, such approaches are no substitute for a permanent rail-
based system as the backbone of a regional transit program. 

In Honolulu, in the peak hour, an estimated 10,000 people might ride a fixed guideway transit system. 
Some 200 buses, or one every 20 seconds, would be required to carry that passenger load, compared to 
about 18 light rail trains. In either case, a separate, elevated structure would be necessary to move that 
number of vehicles without eliminating existing traffic lanes and creating huge conflicts with traffic and 
pedestrians. Of course, with buses every 20 seconds, there would be no feasible way for toll-paying 
automobile drivers to intermingle in the platoon of buses, thus eliminating the concept of a "HOT" lane. 
Furthermore, an elevated structure necessary to support 200 buses per hour would be a much larger and 
significantly more obtrusive structure than one necessary for a rail-based system. And there are the 
added labor costs, since every vehicle needs a driver. 

So let's stop pretending that Honolulu's mobility crisis can be solved by building an expensive, new 
elevated highway for buses, carpools or for people willing to pay $50 a week or more in tolls. Honolulu 
might choose to continue with cars, buses and highways as the ultimate solution -- climate change and 
greenhouse gas emissions notwithstanding -- but we all must understand the reality of that choice. Lets 
end the diversionary debate, and recognize that rail, buses, carpools, toll lanes, bicycles, walking and the 
resulting livable communities will together provide the future that this Island deserves. 

Michael Schneider is partner and co-founder of InfraConsult, a Hawaii-based transportation management firm. He is 
chairman of the American Public Transportation Association's Committee on Public-Private Partnerships and a noted 
authority on toll roads, managed lanes and transit developmen 
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Honolulu Advertiser 

Posted on: Monday, March 3, 2008 

LET'S LOOK AT ALTERNATIVE ENERGY FOR RAIL SYSTEM 

Knowing what I know about commuter rail transport, I think that the choice for the city's experts was 
between steel rail and rubber tire technology, such as is used in Paris. 

Other fixed-guideway technologies, such as monorail and magnetic levitation, have deficiencies in the 
type of service that Honolulu requires, such as average speed level, switching, express service, etc. 

The point I want to make, however, is that the system will be powered by electricity, a lot of electricity. 
And the public has not heard much discussion of that. 

At this time in history, when a number of alternative energy technologies have "come of age" 
economically, it is imperative for the success of the rail system, and to help remedy the fossil fuel energy 
problem, that the city fully and honestly explores the use of alternative energy sources to power the 
system. 

Chuck Prentiss 
Kailua 
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STAR BULLETIN  
Vol. 13, Issue 63- Monday, March 3, 2008 

OUR OPINION 

Stay committed to rail transit system 

THE ISSUE 

A City Council committee has agreed upon steel rail for Honolulu's rapid-transit system. 

To no one's surprise, a City Council committee has endorsed steel rail as the technology for Honolulu's 
rapid-transit system, accepting the recommendation of a panel of experts and reflecting Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann's desire. Although initial costs will be high, rail is the most sensible method of avoiding an 
endless life of the surcharge on the general excise tax used to help pay for it. 

The Council's Transportation Committee voted in favor of steel wheels on steel rail by a 4-1 vote, the 
same score registered by the expert panel a week earlier. The consensus appears to be that while such a 
system will be more expensive to construct, operational costs will be less than the other options -- a 
rubber-tire bus system on concrete, monorail or magnetic levitation. 

Toru Hamayasu, the city's chief transportation planner, estimates the construction cost will be as much as 
$3.8 billion, although inflation and interest could raise the amount closer to $5 billion. Senate President 
Colleen Hanabusa warns that construction costs are "always dwarfed by the operation and maintenance 
of a steel system," but Ron Tober, the expert panel's chairman, said the steel system "will save you all 
money in the long run." 

Some concerns have been expressed about noise and potential rusting. However, the system should not 
run through residential neighborhoods and we presume that technology has improved since Aloha 
Stadium began rusting the day after it was built. 

The entire Council should act at the earliest in mid-April to approve the technology so the state's 
congressional delegation can continue efforts to gain federal funding for the project. The Council must 
maintain the city's commitment to the project. 

AR00084228 



Honolulu Advertiser 

Posted on: Wednesday, March 5, 2008 

City should pledge local funds in transit start-up 

There is always some risk in any venture worth taking. And the investment in 
sensible transit options for Honolulu's future is certainly worthy. 

The fact that Honolulu taxpayers are already putting up their own money to seed 
the multi-billion-dollar mass-transit project shows city leaders recognize the need 
to invest local money before federal dollars come through. 

But how much risk is acceptable at this stage? And are there benefits to pursuing a 
fast-track timetable for Honolulu's fixed-guideway system, as Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann wants to do? 

Hannemann has pledged to break ground on the project in 2009. That's certainly 
sooner than the Federal Transit Administration could possibly deliver a grant that 
funds its share — estimated at half or more — of the cost. 

Weighing the pros and cons of this strategy, it seems a relatively safe bet, and one 
that could pay off with lower expenses in the long run. 

To begin with, there's precedent for this method: Several cities have run with their 
transit projects ahead of the federal funding timeline. For instance, it took eight 
years for Dallas Area Rapid Transit to secure its $700 million in federal funds for a 
light-rail line. 

Also, waiting carries its own financial risks. There's an enormous burden of proof 
transit authorities must provide to clear the final FTA funding hurdles; if officials 
wait for the ultimate green light to flash before getting under way, projects can be 
years behind schedule, escalating the costs. 

So far in Honolulu, omens have been good. FTA officials have indicated that the 
local funding mechanism shows commitment, and unified support from our 
Congressional delegation already has secured $15 million in initial funding. 

This high level of commitment is exactly the message that Honolulu must convey. 
It was the city's ambivalence that lost us millions in federal dollars in transit funds 
over the past 30 years. That's one risk not worth taking. 
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The time for meeting the mayor's deadline is running short. The City Council 
needs to finalize the selection of steel-on-steel technology, which seems the best 
compromise among factors of cost and reliability. No public interest will be served 
by delaying this action. There needs to be enough time allotted for a thorough 
environmental impact statement to be prepared, so that the public can have ample 
opportunity to weigh in on how the project should fit into the existing community. 

What Honolulu doesn't need is a continued show of confusion and indecision over 
a project so crucial to managing the city's future growth. An efficient, farsighted 
transportation system should be seen as a baseline need, not a bone of contention. 
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VHonoluluAdvertisericom 
Honolulu Advertiser  
Updated at 12:33 p.m., Monday, March 10, 2008 

City holds neighborhood briefings on rail project 
By Sean Hao   
Advertiser Staff Writer 

The city is hosting a series of updates on a planned $3.7 billion commuter rail 
starting with an initial meeting tonight in Kapolei. 

The briefings will include information on modern rail technology and project 
progress. Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann, his staff and the transit project team, 
will be on hand at the following community updates: 

— Tonight from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at the Kapolei Middle School cafeteria at 91-5335 
Kapolei Parkway. 

— Thursday from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at Alvah Scott Elementary School cafeteria at 
98-1230 Moanalua Road. 

— March 17 from 6:30 pin - 8:30 p.m. at the Waipahu Elementary cafeteria at 94- 
1211 Farrington Highway. 

— March 18 from 6:30 pin - 8:30 p.m. at the Farrington High School library at 1564 
North King Street. 

Reach Sean Hao at shao@honoluluadvertiser.corn.  
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Star Bulletin  
Letters to the Editor 

Vol. 13, Issue 69- Sunday, March 9, 2008 

Steel-on-steel system will have staying power 

The controversy over the choice of transit system technology is really a no-brainer.Ask any civil engineer 
or metallurgist on the subject of material hardness and friction. All will tell you that steel wheels against 
steel rail will result in the least friction and therefore less wear or abrasion. This could result in less overall 
mechanical wear; thus less maintenance and wheel (tires) replacement. Makes sense. 
Leonard Chun 
Honolulu 
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‘VillonoluluAdvertisetcom 
Letters to the Editor 

TRANSIT 

NEWER STEEL-ON-STEEL SYSTEMS ARE QUIETER 

It seems that everyone so far has been critical of the noise that will result from a steel-on-steel rail system 
in Honolulu, using the systems of New York City and Chicago as evidence. 

I would like to point out that both New York's and Chicago's mass-transit rail systems are more than 100 
years old, and utilize technology nearly that old as well. 

To be fair, people should look to the BART system in San Francisco, or TheRide in Denver. Both of these 
are steel-on-steel systems that are smooth and quiet. 

I would imagine the city would choose these newer technologies over ones used in the 19th century. 

Brian Arthur 
Kailua 
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4,11onoluluAdvertiser1com 
Letters to the Editor 

TRANSIT 

RAIL SYSTEM WILL HELP US MANAGE RESOURCES 

Steel on steel — noisy? Have you experienced a modern rail system on the Mainland? I'll take that option 
any day. 

Those who oppose rail because it "might" be noisy probably don't live near the H-1. 

I live on the 33rd floor above the H-1 freeway and even with the lanai doors closed, the noise is 
deafening. The constant sound of cars and trucks zipping down the freeway is heard throughout the day, 
every day. The dust and soot from the cars are relentless. 

Constructing HOT lanes for more cars and buses is not the solution. The solution is to build a rail system. 

I support rail because it will help preserve our environment and manage urban sprawl. A rail system will 
give us an alternative to driving on the freeway. 

We have to be proactive and ensure that our keiki will have enough natural resources to support them 
through the next millennium. To meet the increasing demands of our limited island resources, we must 
support rail. 

S. Lee 
'A/ca 
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STAR BULLETIN 

Letters to the Editor 

March 11,2008 

Some people try too hard to oppose rail 

I am enjoying reading the letters that seem to find new ways to oppose rail transit. 

The arguments against rail are almost comical, and "Chicken Little-esque." Let's see, what happens to rail 
in a tsunami? What about a hurricane? And when global warming causes our shoreline to recede all the 
way to the rail stations, what then? 

They must have forgotten about tornadoes and blizzards, too. Never know when one of those will hit 
Oahu and knock out our transit service. 

Now they say its the noise from rail transit. Let me tell you, rail will be a lot quieter than a new highway, 
especially when those big trucks and tour buses come barreling down past you. 

Beth Cole 
Ewa Beach 
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Star Bulletin 
Vol. 13, Issue 71 - Tuesday, March 11, 2008 

Letters to the Editor 

The need for rail to Leeward is obvious 

I live in the fastest-growing area in the state, the Leeward Coast. Our infrastructure, especially 
transportation, hasn't always kept up, and that has caused some growing pains. 

There's lots of momentum for rail now, and we are closer than ever to building the transit project we so 
desperately deserve. There is no reason to doubt its need; just try getting from downtown to West Oahu 
on any afternoon. 

But as a Leeward resident, it bothers me when I hear the vocal minority who live mostly in East Honolulu 
or the Windward side says they don't want the train built because they will never ride it. Now they are 
saying just do with more buses instead. 

Perhaps someday soon they will find they want or need to get to the "new city" of Kapolei, and maybe 
more often than they realized. And they will wish for a rail line to serve their communities. Well, they'll just 
have to stand in line. 

Tyson Baisac 
Ewa Beach 
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Star Bulletin  
Vol. 13, Issue 74- Friday, March 14, 2008 

Pro-rail voices ignored in transit story 

Monday evening I attended a transit community update meeting at Kapolei Middle School. There were 
about 75 area residents in attendance and most of us were strongly in favor of the city's rail transit 
program. As someone who has lived here and worked on behalf of my community for more than 30 years 
and as a neighborhood board member, I think I'm highly qualified to say that my neighbors and I are 
always enthusiastic and grateful to receive updates on the progress of this badly needed project. We 
shared that enthusiasm with Mayor Mufi Hannemann and several times throughout the meeting 
responded to him with cheers and applause. 

Imagine my surprise to read the Star-Bulletin's coverage. There wasn't a single positive quote from 
community folks about this, no mention of our pleas to the mayor for traffic relief, not even a hint that we 
here in Kapolei and other West Oahu communities want rail transit and we want it now. Please let your 
readers know that there is more than one side to the story. Next time around, we'd appreciate coverage of 
our viewpoints too. 

Maeda Timson 
Kapolei 
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Honolulu Advertiser 

Letters to the Editor 

March 14, 2008 

SALT LAKE DESPERATELY NEEDS MASS TRANSIT 

I would like to thank Councilmember Romy Cachola for speaking out for Salt Lake in reference to the rail 
transit route. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann favors skipping Salt Lake in favor of a route that runs by Honolulu International 
Airport along the H-1 viaduct. 

By doing this, Mayor Hannemann is ignoring the needs of the Salt Lake community. 

We are in desperate need of mass transit in Salt Lake. I have taken the bus from Salt Lake to the 
University of Hawai'i-Manoa for several years. It takes approximately 1 hour to 1 112 hours for me to get 
to school. 

We need an effective transportation system to ease traffic. Thank you, Romy Cachola, for representing 
Salt Lake residents. 

Monica Lee 
Salt Lake 
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Star Bulletin 

Letters to Editor 

Monday, March 17, 2008 

Rail can ease problems found 'Under the Sun' 

Cynthia Oi is upset Honolulu doesn't measure up as a "Paradise of the Pacific" ("Under the Sun," Star-
Bulletin, March 12).  Traffic is bad and getting worse, energy costs are high, the city is noisy and high rises 
have eradicated the view. Even the future seems bleak, and she imagines only the worst for the city's 
mass transit project. 

Oi seems to have bought the opposition's argument that transit will be a failure if it doesn't dramatically 
alleviate traffic. The city has never said transit will "solve" our traffic problems, nor can it with anticipated 
population and housing growth. 

Transits true purpose is to be an alternative to sitting in traffic for those who choose to use it -- the 
mobility option that doesn't exist today. 

Transit will facilitate sensible housing growth by clustering new dwellings near the stations, which should 
alleviate Oi's concern about urban sprawl. 

Her other concerns need perspective, too. A modern steel wheel system won't be anywhere as noisy as 
systems built generations ago. Yes, the trains will run on electricity, but that's much better than burning 
gasoline in buses and cars. And with oil costs sky high and going higher, Hawaii eventually will harvest 
electric power from the stored energy in the ocean around us. 

That would be an exceedingly bright future "Under the Sun" -- making the daily commute thanks to an 
inexhaustible supply of solar energy. 

Doug Carlson 
Honolulu 
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Honolulu Advertiser 

Opinion 

Posted on: Tuesday, March 18, 2008 

Letters to the Editor 

FEDERAL FUNDING 

CITY'S TRANSIT ACTIONS NOT UNUSUAL OR RISKY 

This is to clarify several issues raised in The Advertiser's March 2 article regarding funding for 
Honolulu's fixed-guideway transit project. 

It's important for your readers to understand that Mayor Mufi Hannemann's plan to move forward with 
the project while awaiting a final decision on important federal funding is not unusual or unduly risky. 

Similar projects advanced the same way in New York, Charlotte, Phoenix, Denver, Salt Lake City, 
Minneapolis and Pittsburgh. 

We have fully apprised the Federal Transit Administration and our congressional delegation of our intent 
to pursue this approach, and have received no negative feedback. 

The major upcoming milestone for this project is the record of decision, which we expect in September 
2009. Mayor Hannemann has made it very clear that we will not begin construction before reaching this 
important goal. 

We are moving forward aggressively with this project to ensure its timely completion and to minimize 
construction costs, but we are carefully following all federal requirements. 

As Mayor Hannemann has repeatedly warned: "The longer we delay, the more we're going to pay." The 
people of O'ahu are tired of studies and traffic congestion. 

Our goal is to provide Honolulu's citizens with new transportation options and choices. We're confident 
this project will receive federal assistance, and we're not going to jeopardize that. 

Wayne Yoshioka 
Director, Department of Transportation Services 
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Star Bulletin 

Letters to the Editor 

Thursday, March 27, 2008 

Let's move ahead with rail technology 

I saw the coverage on the City Council meeting on transit system technology. I was disappointed that the 
Council is not moving forward with the selection for rail transit. A panel of experts recommended rail. They 
gave their reasons based on logic and years of experience. Rail is proven technology, has lower 
operating costs and will fulfill the transportation needs of our city. 

Come on, City Council, don't drop the ball. We can't afford to fumble on the goal line again, like we did in 
1992. And has traffic gotten better since then? Of course not! 

Lei Matsuura 
Honolulu 
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Honolulu Advertiser.com  
March 28, 2008 

Mass transit 'just has to happen' 
Congressman says O'ahu system ahead of other projects in nation 

By Mark Niesse 
Associated Press 

Honolulu's mass-transit system "just has to happen," the chairman of the U.S. House Transportation 
Committee said yesterday. 

"By damn, were going to make it happen. It just has to happen," said Rep. Jim Oberstar, a Minnesota 
Democrat visiting Hawaii to review Honolulu's proposed light rail system and projects on Maui. 

Oberstar said that Honolulu's mass-transit system "stands well ahead" of any other public transportation 
proposal nationwide that his committee is considering, including an expansion of the Washington Metro to 
Dulles Airport. 

Honolulu can count on about $900 million in federal money to go toward the $3.7 billion rail system, 
Oberstar said. 

"You've got less than a mile of space between the mountains on one side and the ocean on the other," he 
said. "How are you going to squeeze more lane miles of roadway? We have to do this transit project." 

He envisions Honolulu's rail line, which would initially run from East Kapolei to Leeward Community 
College, as the most efficient light rail project in the country. 

Because it will be elevated 20 feet above ground, the train won't have to stop at intersections or impede 
traffic, Oberstar said. 

He flew over both Honolulu and Maui this week to view island needs from the sky. 

On Maui, he supported plans for repairing earthquake damage to Pi'ilani Highway, improving 
Honoapi'ilani Highway, building reservoirs at Pi'iholo and modernizing Kahului Harbor. 

"Seeing it by air, the fragility of life hanging onto these narrow roadways, they're vitally important to the 
people who live there," he said. 

Rep. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, accompanied Oberstar on his island tour as she sought his support. "It 
makes a huge difference when the chairman of the committee can personally see our needs," Hirono said 
at a news conference with Oberstar. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann said he still hopes to break ground on the elevated rail line by the end of next 
year and get it running by 2012. 

Hannemann is to meet with members of the Federal Transit Administration next week to discuss the 
project. 

AR00084242 



Article URL: http://starbulletin.com/2008/03/28/news/story01.html  
© 1996-2008 The Honolulu Star-Bulletin I www.starbulletin.com   

_orik13ul1etl,un-- 
"-"--rpic«,bille eon ion 

Star Bulletin 
Vol. 13, Issue 88- Friday, March 28, 2008 

TRAFFIC: CITY PLANS HAVE LAWMAKER ENTHUSED 

Rail transit gets $900M promise 
A visiting, influential congressman vows to fight for federal funding of 
Honolulu light rail 

STORY SUMMARY)) 

A key congressman who oversees federal transit funding vowed yesterday to fight for $900 million to help 
build Honolulu's elevated mass transit system. 

U.S. Rep. James Oberstar, D-Minn., chairman of 
the House Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure, said in a news conference in 
Honolulu yesterday that the city's planned $3.7 
billion mass transit system is "one of the most 
exciting projects in the whole country." He said he 
gives the project a higher priority than other cities' 
proposals looking for federal transit funding. 

"This would be the most efficient light-rail project 
in the country," said Oberstar, who went on a 
helicopter tour Monday of the proposed 20-mile 
route from Kapolei to Ala Moana. "It is essential to 
undertake this project." 

Up next 

To get $900 million in for Oahu's mass transit, 
Hawaii's congressional delegation must request 
the federal money in the annual budget process 
this summer. If approved by Congress and after 
negotiations with the Federal Transit 
Administration, the city would receive the money 
by 2011 at the soonest. 

Oberstar has been in Hawaii since Monday to visit projects in need of federal funding at the urging of 
Hawaii's U.S. Rep. Mazie Hirono. 

Oberstar said Honolulu is in a strong position to receive federal funding, regardless of the pending City 
Council decision for the technology, primarily because local leaders have shown a strong financial 
commitment by collecting a state tax to finance the project. 

City officials say this is promising for securing needed funds for what would be the state's largest public 
works project. 

By Laurie Au 
lau@starbulletin.cori. 

City officials applauded the news that a top congressman is pledging to fight for significant federal funding 
for a $3.7 billion elevated mass-transit system. 

At a news conference outside the Prince Kuhio Federal Building yesterday, U.S. Rep. James Oberstar, D-
Minn., chairman of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee, promised to call for about 
$900 million for Honolulu's mass-transit system. 
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"By damn, I'm going to make it happen because its got to happen," said Oberstar, who has been in 
Hawaii since Monday to visit projects in need of federal funding. 

Oberstar took a helicopter tour Monday of the proposed 20-mile route from Kapolei to Ala Moana during 
rush-hour traffic. Honolulu, much like other large U.S. cities, has no room to build additional highways to 
alleviate traffic congestion. 

"There is simply no more space to build an additional 'lane highway,'" Oberstar said. "You've got less than 
one mile of space from the mountains on one side and the ocean on the other." 

Oberstar is one of the key figures in Congress in deciding which transportation projects should receive 
federal funding. His counterpart in the Senate, Hawaii's Sen. Daniel Inouye, chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Science, Commerce and Transportation, helped secure $15.2 million in federal funding last 
year for engineering on the project. 

City transportation officials had anticipated receiving $700 million to $1 billion in federal funds in its 
financial plan for the mass-transit system, said Deputy Transportation Director Toru Hamayasu. 

"That's reassuring," said City Councilman Donovan Dela Cruz, who was skeptical the city would receive 
its goal for federal funding. "We're going to need as much federal support as possible so that we don't 
ever need to dip into our general funds that would impact other city services." 

The city is using a dedicated transit fund, made of a 0.5 percent surcharge collected on the state's 
general excise tax, for work on this project. Oberstar said collecting a local tax is a "cornerstone factor" in 
the federal government's decision to support this project. 

"I think, overall, you can count on a roughly 30 to 35 percent contribution from the Federal Transit 
Administration and federal transit funds," Oberstar said. 

Oberstar said he believes this project would be one of the "most efficient" in the country because it would 
be elevated and not interfere with traffic on the road. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann, who attended yesterday's news conference, said he was surprised and pleased 
to hear that Oberstar placed Honolulu's project as a higher priority over a proposed extension of the 
Washington, D.C., metro line to Dulles International Airport. 

Hannemann hopes to break ground on construction of the first segment of the system in late 2009, which 
Oberstar said was "doable." 

WHAT'S NEXT? 

Though a top congressional member pledged yesterday to fight for federal funding for the city's $3.7 
billion mass transit system, it will be years before the city receives the money. 

Summer 2008: Draft environmental impact statement and preliminary engineering report due. 
Summer 2009: Final environmental impact statement due. 
Fall 2009: Record of decision due. Construction to begin using local funds from general excise tax. 
2011: After negotiations with the Federal Transit Administration, the city expects to receive an 
anticipated $700 million to $1 billion. 
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Honolulu Advertiser 

Letters to Editor 

Saturday, March 29 

RAIL 

BUILD IT AND THEY WILL COME — DEPEND ON IT 

When the H-1 Freeway was completed going to the Leeward area in early 1960s, the freeway was 

already deemed obsolete by both state and federal surveys in regard to the volume of traffic it was 

supposed to handle during peak hours. This is when all you had between Waipahu and 'Ewa Beach was 

sugar cane fields and the 'Ewa Mental Health Clinic and you had nothing between Waipahu and 

Makakilo. 

Fast forward to 2008 — you have all that development in the 'Ewa plain, Kapolei and surrounding areas 

of our "second" city, with the University of Hawaii-West Oahu and major big-box stores also moving in. 

The fixed-rail system should be built and in place as soon as possible to help move the masses of people 

to and from this area. Can you picture San Francisco without BART or segments of New York's subway 

system being shut down? It would be chaotic because area residences depend on this cheap and safe 

mode of transportation. 

With the cost of gas reaching $4 per gallon and rising fast, ridership is a reality. The cliche will hold true 

for the fixed-rail system: "Build it, and they will come." 

Steven T. K. Burke 
Pearl City 
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Star Bulletin 

Letters to the Editor 

March 29, 2008 

We should be thankful for mayor's vision 

I am looking forward to the fixed rail system, which will run on Salt Lake Boulevard and will probably stop 
in front of the entrance to Foster Village, where I live. I certainly wish it had existed when I worked 
downtown during the 1980s and 1990s, as the cost of parking downtown was prohibitive and the buses 
were always slow and crowded. 

I believe that fixed rail will be worth the extra .5 percent excise tax that we pay to fund it. The City Council 
should vote in favor of it and stop second-guessing the panel's decision. If all goes well, construction will 
begin next year. 

Thank God for a mayor with vision! 

Glenda Chung Hinchey 
Honolulu 
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HONOLULU ADVERTISER 

LETTERS TO EDITOR 

MARCH 30, 2008 

RAIL OPTIONS 

WHY DOESN'T COUNCIL BELIEVE EXPERT PANEL? 

I don't understand why the City Council thinks it knows better. 

The expert panel gave its best recommendation based on its collective background and experience — the 

panel recommend steel rail. 

The panel already considered magnetic levitation, rubber-on-concrete and steel technology. 

The recommendations were credible, logical and made good sense. 

These experts have no stake in this project, so why doesn't the City Council believe them? 

Its obvious that no matter what the experts say, some council members are only listening to what they 

want to hear. It sure looks like certain council members favor the Phileas bus system; who and why? 

Joseph Lee 
Honolulu 
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March 2008 Standard 

March 25, 2008 
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Modern Rail Characteristics 

• Meets City's criteria 

• Proven technology 

• Reliable 

• Non-proprietary systems 

• High-speed capability 

• Operational costs lower 

• Has advanced through 

the years 

• High Capacity 

• Reliable travel times 

• Integrated with bus, 

parking, bicycling and 

walking 

I  Convenient 

• Reduced cost of travel 

• Environmental friendly 

• Facilitates smart growth 

Rail vs. the Alternates 

Modern Rail Technology 

Technology 

'P's 
Maglev Technology 

• Multiple Suppliers 
• Widely Used 
• Noise Easily Mitigated 

• Lowest Life Cycle Costs 

• opnetary Suppliers 

• ,dher Life Cycle Costs 

• ;certain Future Availability 

• -..st Systems  are  on Airports 

• Sole Source Supplier 

• Highest Energy Use 

• Higher Life Cycle Costs 

• Only One Urban System 

Recent Quotes 
Ron Tober 
• it offers the greatest opportunity to control cost at the beginning and 

for the long term." 

Ken Knight 
• The system reliability is going to be a lot better. You will have more 

choice of excellent firms to bid on your system." 

Honolulu Advertiser March 21, 2008 
• The City Council has many difficult decisions before it, but the 

selection of rail technology should not be as tough as this." 

Honolulu Star-Bulletin March 21, 2008 
• "Take a speedy second look at transit choices „ a request for federal 

funds could be jeopardized if it (the Council) doesn't act quickly." 

New Start Projects 

62 projects funded by FTA since 1992 

12 rubber-tired systems which began as 
demonstration projects 

14 bus rapid transit projects 

156 rail transit projects 
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Capital Cost Breakdown 
East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center, via Salt Lake Blvd. Project 

Estimated Construction Cost 	 1,805 

Design / Construction Contingency 	 480 

Subtotal 	 2,285 

Right-of-Way 	 70 

Vehicles 	 230 

"Soft" Costs 	 685 

Project Reserve 	 200 

TOTAL 	 3,470 

Millions of 2006 Dollars 

Sources & Uses of Funds 
East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center, via Salt Lake Blvd. Project 

Millions of 
Millions of Year-of-

2006 Dollars Expenditure 
Dollars 

Total Net GET Surcharge Revenues 	3,020 	4,055 

FTA New Starts Funds 	 700 	 925 

Total Revenues 	3,720 	4,980 

Fixed Guideway Capital Costs 	 3,470 	4,570 

Net Interest Costs 	 250 	 410 

Total Costs 	 3,720 	4,980  

Systems Built prior to Federal 
Funding 

I  Baltimore 
	•  New York 

Charlotte 	•  Phoenix 

I  Denver 
	•  Pittsburgh 

I  Los Angeles 
	

' Salt  Lake City 

I  Minneapolis 

Cost Estimating 

• Chicago 

• Denver 

• Sacramento 

• St. Louis 

• Salt Lake City 

• San Diego 

• San Jose  

Being Fiscally Responsible 
• Bond rating upgraded from AA— to AA 

— 	Saves $300,000 per $100 million of bonds issued 

• OPEB Set aside $40 million, $52 million more next fiscal year 

• Rainy day fund $7.5 million last year, $10 million next fiscal year 

• Canceled $3. 1 million in old purchase orders 

• Closed $6 million in old construction contracts 

• Saved $600,000 on escrow costs 

• Low risk audit designation by the City's Auditor - 2nd year in a row, 2008 

• Certificate of Achievement for Excellence  in  Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers Association 

• Distinguished Budget Award from the Government Finance Officers 

• Public/Private Partnerships 

• VVaimea Valley, Pupukea Paumalu, Sunset on the Beach, Honolulu Zoo, 
City of Kapolei, Infrastructure 
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project Schedule 

    

Stay Involved 

  

Alternatives Analysis 

Select Locally Preferred Alternative 

Choose New Start Project 

Environmental Review Process 

Preliminary Engineering 

Phase 1 Design/Build Contract 

Full Funding Grant Agreement 

Final Design  -  Phases 2+ 

Construction  -  Phases 2+ 

Opening in Phases 

         

  

• Receive newsletter 

    

  

• Visit www.honolulutransit.orq 

 

  

• Visit www.honoluludpp.orq 

   

  

• Call 566-2299 

    

2005  20, 2007 2008 2009 2210 20 	 2073 2074 2075 207g 2077 2078 2079  

  

• Stay informed with accurate information 

         

          

AR00084250 



Presentation to 

March 2008 Standard 

Kone kAtv.O. The Move 
411.II  An Update on the HonoltAu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 

March 25, 2008 

www.honolulutransit.or 
566-2299 
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Modern Rail Characteristics 

Meets City's criteria 

Proven technology 

Reliable 

Non-proprietary systems 

High-speed capability 

Operational costs lower 

Has advanced through 

the years  

1  High Capacity 

Reliable travel times 

I  Integrated with bus, 

parking, bicycling and 

walking 

I  Convenient 

1  Reduced cost of travel 

I  Environmental friendly 

I  Facilitates smart growth 

AR00084253 



Multiple Suppliers 
I  Widely Used 
a  Noise Easily Mitigated 

I  Lowest Life Cycle Costs 
Modern Rail Technology 

Rubber lire Technology 

tirinita•k* 
Maglev Technology 

Rail vs. the Alternates 

 

• Proprietary Suppliers 
• Higher Life Cycle Costs 
• Uncertain Future Availability 
• Most Systems are on Airports 

• Sole Source Supplier 
• Highest Energy Use 
• Higher Life Cycle Costs 
• Only One Urban System 
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Recent Quotes 

Ron Tober 
I  "It offers the greatest opportunity to control cost at the beginning and 

for the long term." 

Ken Knight 
"The system reliability is going to be a lot better. You will have more 
choice of excellent firms to bid on your system." 

Honolulu Advertiser March 21, 2008 
I  "The City Council has many difficult decisions before it, but the 

selection of rail technology should not be as tough as this." 

Honolulu Star-Bulletin March 21, 2008 
I  "Take a speedy second look at transit choices...a request for federal 

funds could be jeopardized if it (the Council) doesn't act quickly." 
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New Start Projects 

62 projects funded by FTA since 1992 

12 rubber-tired systems which began as 
demonstration projects 

14 bus rapid transit projects 

156 rail transit projects 
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Capital Cost Breakdown 
East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center, via Salt Lake Blvd. Project 

Estimated Construction Cost 

 

1,805 

Design / Construction Contingency 

 

480 

   

Subtotal 

 

2,285 

Right-of-Way 

 

70 

   

Vehicles 

 

230 

   

"Soft" Costs 

 

685 

   

Project Reserve 

 

200 

   

TOTAL 

 

3,470 

Millions of 2006 Dollars 



Sources & Uses of Funds 
East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center, via Salt Lake Blvd. Project 

Millions of 
2006 Dollars 

Millions of 
Year-of- 

Expenditure 
Dollars 

Total Net GET Surcharge Revenues 

FTA New Starts Funds 

Total Revenues 

Fixed Guideway Capital Costs 

Net Interest Costs 

3,020 
	

4,055 

700 
	

925 

	

3,720 
	

4,980 

	

3,470 
	

4,570 

250 
	

410 

Total Costs 
	

3,720 
	

4,980 
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Systems Built prior to Federal 
Funding 

I  Baltimore 	1  New York 
I  Charlotte 	 1  Phoenix 
I  Denver 	 i  Pittsburgh 
I  Los Angeles 	I  Salt Lake City 
Minneapolis 



Cost Estimating 

I  Chicago 
I  Denver 
Sacramento 
St. Louis 
Salt Lake City 

I  San Diego 
I  San Jose 



Being Fiscally Responsible 
I  Bond rating upgraded from AA— to AA 

— 	Saves $300,000 per $100 million of bonds issued 

OPEB: Set aside $40 million, $52 million more next fiscal year 

I  Rainy day fund: $7.5 million last year; $10 million next fiscal year 

I  Canceled $3.1 million in old purchase orders 

I  Closed $6 million in old construction contracts 

I  Saved $600,000 on escrow costs 

I  Low risk audit designation by the City's Auditor - 2nd year in a row, 2008 

I  Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers Association 

A  Distinguished Budget Award from the Government Finance Officers 
Association 

I  Public/Private Partnerships 

I  Waimea Valley, Pupukea Paumalu, Sunset on the Beach, Honolulu Zoo, 
City of Kapolei, Infrastructure... 
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I 

Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project Schedule 

Alternatives Analysis 

Select Locally Preferred Alternative 

Choose New Start Project 

Environmental Review Process 

Preliminary Engineering 

Phase 1 Design/Build Contract 

Full Funding Grant Agreement 

Final Design - Phases 2+ 

Construction - Phases 2+ 

Opening in Phases 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 20 15 2018 2017 2018 2019 
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Stay Involved 

I  Receive newsletter 

!Visit www.honolulutransitorq 

!Visit www.honoluludpp.orq 

I  Call 566-2299 

I  Stay informed with accurate information 



MEMO An Update on the HonohAu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 
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