
Public Involvement Overview 

April 2009 

Month 

Hotline Calls* 52 

Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 49 

FOIA requests 0 

Speakers Bureau 22 

Presentation/Events 15 

Neighborhood Boards 5 

TAC 0 

Community meetings 2 

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299 
** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period 
on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month. 
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April 2009 comments submitted to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project website* 

Submission 
Date 

Submission Content/Notes 

04/03/2008 Please tell me the annual cost estimate to maintain a steel on steel system? 

04/04/2009 

I don't want to come across as trashing the rail system. I think it's a great idea whose time is well past due, and I admire you for 
taking this massive project on. I have a pair of questions that I'd be very interested in the answer to. First, the proposed rail plan 
seems to bypass Ewa Beach completely to go through what are now agricultural fields (I believe soon to be UHL low cost 
housing?). Why bypass the most traffic-critical area on the island? The rail line completely bypasses in favor of a route that 
more closely parallels the H1 regardless of the massive population density in Ewa (which also is an area with huge growth and 
low cost housing). This part baffles me. Second, a suggestion/question: The rail system in place (the old sugar cane rail) has an 
established right-of-way from nanakuli all the way to Pearl Harbor? Has anyone considered using this right of way (obviously 
would require new line and sound barriers)? This seems to me to be a huge win-win: The rail could serve all the way to 1/3 the 
way up the west coast (another low cost housing area!) to Pearl. The elevated rail idea has me confused: the point isn't to have a 
gargantuan rail system, but to move the most people to their work destination in the most efficient manner possible. By re-using 
a right of way in place, huge economies could be realized. Additionally, there are large empty tracts of land that could be easily 
used as a park-and-ride location in Ewa, Kapolei, and Pearl City. By running the rail on the ground along this route, you will 
save billions of dollars. Possible push-back could come from the Historic Rail society, but they could easily be accomodated 
through a "historic" ride on weekends. Also a few residents live near the rail (probably 20 in Ewa), but an imminent domain 
claim with a payout equal to the decline in home value would easily solve the issue. Thanks for a reply. Brust Roethler 

04/06/2009 

Hello, I am Canadian so I had to enter a phony zip code in order to send this message. Sorry. I am a student working on a 
research paper. Your rail construction project has sparked my interest. I have a question in regards to its construction. 
Assuming that some sort of fire protection product is required, who would be responsible for its implementation? Suppose a 
fire, water and gas resistant cable and pipe seal was to be used, who would be the contact person who knows about that? Is it in 
the plans that are currently written or is that an issue left up to the contracting company? Who would be the contracting 
companies doing the construction? I realize that I am asking for a lot of information, some of which may not be known. 
Anything you can tell me would be of help. If you are not the person who can help me, please direct this to someone who can. 
Thank you, Greg Domino 

04/07/2008 
I was wondering if there are any scheduled meetings about where the route of the rail might be going as the credit union that I 
work for is concerned about how we will be impacted if the route were to come down Halekauwila Street and if it would be on 
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our property. Thank You for your time ! Dennis Diffee Facilities Supervisor Hawaii State Federal Credit Union 560 
Halekauwila Street Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

04/07/2008 High-capacity transit is sorely needed! Please add me to the mailing list (email and post, both). Thanking you, 

04/07/2009 
Dear Sir / Madam, I am currently engaged in researching light rail and streetcar systems in development in the US. I was 
wondering how your system was to be powered, specifically, if an overhead catenary wire was to be used? I would be 
extremely grateful for a reply. Many thanks. Paul Giannecchini Jane's 

04/07/2009 

A question about service to the airport. If the train does stop at the airport, whom would it be stopping for? Workers? Tourists? 
Considering that the airport is the major access point for visitors to Honolulu, it already has established systems to handle their 
needs. Prepaid round trip transfers services such as Robert's Hawaii are often included in package holidays tours sold on the 
mainland. Also rental cars are also there to serve the visitors personal transportation needs as well as bus service offers 
connection to most island destinations--provided they do not bring their luggage on the bus. Which causes me to question is the 
rail service going to encourage travelers to bring their luggage on the train? Would there be sufficient time for a family of four 
to get up out of there sets, and disembark the train with two to three pieces of luggage in the time alloted? It seems unlikely. 
Also, there is the consideration of their arrival and use of the rail service to reach there hotel in say Waikiki. They would face 
getting off a train that does not drop them at the front door of the hotel; so then what. Do they walk? Take a cab? Again this 
seems impractacle. I feel the the needs of the ridership should be focused on serving the general public as well as the tourists in 
such a capacity as to focus on providing services that address their needs to and from the hotel to attractions, but not to and 
from the airport. Some thought should be directed to helping companies such as Robert's Hawaii and taxi's, etc. to enable them 
to serve the needs of the tourists and their smooth transfer from the airport to the lodging destination. Mahalo! 

04/07/2009 
If the rail is built, why is the bus stop like lmile apart? It would be nice if the rail route should be from the transit center to 
waipahu high school so us kids could ride on it. This rail thing would be so inappropriate because you guys will only take out 
the portion of waipahu high school's property. 

04/08/2009 
I actually do not have any input except that I feel this is really going to help our streets and economy. I just have a question 
regarding employment. I was recently layed off of work and was wondering if there will be any jobs opening up soon with City 
and County of Honolulu's Department of Transportation Services for the rail? 

04/08/2009 
Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor RFP-DTS-0900015 I apologize, I sent an email earlier and forgot to but the bid 
information on it. Requesting bid results or award info. 

04/08/2009 
Aloha, I read in the online article in the Honolulu Advertiser about the rail station workshops. Some of the rail locations 
mentionedare for Waipahu. Are the rest of the specific rail station locations known for the remainder of the line? If so would it 
be possible to send me the locations? Mahalo! 
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04/09/2008 

This project is off track. Rail Fixed Guideway will not reduce traffic congestion. Rail is not Green. Rail Fixed Guideway is not 
supported by any ridership data. The AA data tells us 80% of commuters use their cars today and will do so in 30 years. This 
project does not address this majority group. The AA was not done properly so that the LPA is not really supported by any 
data. This project is handcuffed by politics instead of a quality engineering exercise. There is no financial plan that we can 
count on for this project. The FTA will not give this project a good grade because of the above. 

04/09/2008 Where can I view the latest route proposals, i.e. the street alignments, and whether at grade, above grade, etc? 

04/10/2008 

Let's resolve the airport access issue by encouraging car rental agencies to shuttle passengers to/fm that transportation hub, so 
we can proceed to the next objection to locating the rail-transit line on Salt Lake Blvd. Will someone in Honolulu Hale please 
take ownership of the idea of re-routing the Country-express bus along proposed Salt Lake Blvd rail-transit, while we wait for 
King Kalakaua's Train to arrive. And let's begin to Transit Oriented Development construction now, so those who doubt the 
wisdom of providing rail transit will begin to benefit immediately. 

04/10/2008 

Our association is VERY worried about the added noise to our neighborhood. We live in a "open" condo building (not like the 
air conditioned bubbles being built today). We live very near the intersection where the train will eventually make a 100-degree 
turn (Kapiolani and University). Since you chose "steel on steel" we are ALREADY dreading the prospect of the shriek every 
few minutes as the trains round the bend. Please come and talk to our Association. We meet on the first Thursday of every 
month. 

04/10/2008 

I have reviewed the material online and have some general questions: (1) The corridor map for the proposed Honolulu transist 
system does not include recommended station locations. Where can I find the proposed station locations? (2) How will noise 
and vibrations from steel wheels on steel rails be reduced to an acceptable level for those residents living in high rises that are 
located above the level of the transist system and along the proposed route? What about the effects of turns and 
inclines/declines other than straight and level operations? (3) Has consideration been given to reviewing any safety analyses 
and/or tests for the steel wheels on steel rails and, if so, does the substantiating data account for the island's environment i.e., to 
address possible and potential structural fatigue and corrosion damages long term? (4) In selecting the system of choice, has 
consideration been given to a failsafe system design that addresses fully the vehicle, onboard components and critical 
subsystems, primary controls & communications, rails, and rail concrete support structure, etc? Your assistance and response 
would be most appreciated. Regards, Gary Nakagawa 

04/12/2008 
what company will be operating the transit system and will it require operators or be computerized? if operators, will there be 
training for locals here in hawaii or are they going to hire from outside the hawaiian islands? 

04/13/2009 
when will the condemnation of properties that are along the route of the proposed project start? when will the land owners be 
notified? will there be a public hearing on the subject matter of condemnation? if so, When? Will I be able to do something 
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about it? 

04/14/2008 
Would you be able to send me a map of the proposed route of the Rail line from Kapolei to the UH? Please send to the above 
address. thank you. Keith 

04/14/2009 will the rail project condemn by eminent domain the property know as the Waipahu Business Center 94-801 Farrington Hwy? 

04/17/2009 

I can't tell you how excited I was to hear that you have decided to implement a mass transit system into Honolulu. My wife is 
from Waialae Iki in Honolulu and we travel back to Honolulu sometimes as much as three times a year to visit the family and 
we plan to move back to raise our children in the near future. I have lived and traveled around the world in places with public 
transportation like New York City, Curutiba (Brazil) and throughout Europe and know first hand how crucial mass transit is to 
a balanced way of life. I received my Masters of Science in Urban Design at Columbia University and since have worked on 
several master plan projects around the world, promoting public transportation and green building design. I have been heavily 
involved in companies that not only develop and promote public transportation, but also do it in way that looks to the future of 
our growing cities and our higher standards for how we live. I feel that almost any form of transportation even down to bicycles 
is a much better form of transportation than our current primary automobile system. I would be thrilled when any alternate 
system is available to use, however I was a little shocked to see that city such as Honolulu would be planning for the same light 
rail technology that you see in cities like New York and Philadelphia. The renderings that I saw on the KHNL 8 Website 
showing the light rail structure always off in the distance do not seem to represent the actual appearance since I know first hand 
the affects of these systems on the atmosphere and character of space under them. After living with my wife for over ten years 
and visiting Hawaii many times, I know that the people of Hawaii are strongly connected to nature (ka 'Aina). It would be a 
shame to see Honolulu turn into a megalopolis in appearance like other large cities. After many discussions, comparisons and 
knowledge of trends in the world, I feel that Honolulu would be much better suited to implement a much less visually 
overpowering and invasive rapid transit system. New Technologies in transportation are being designed and implemented in 
Europe, the middle east and the US called PRT, which stands for Personal Rapid Transit. There are an enormous amount of 
advantages to PRTs over the previous Light Rail and Subway technology. PRTs are basically very light, compact, quiet and 
inexpensive personalizes transportation pods that operate on an unmanned computer optimized network of thin tracks. In some 
optimized PRT designs these elevated tracks are as thin as just a couple feet in diameter. The pods have a continuous one way 
track where station stops are diverted from the primary circulation to prevent other cars from having to stop. I list some of the 
most significant advantages below, but there are multiple videos on YouTube that can introduce you to the technology, or visit 
this website http://prtstrategies.com/ which consolidates many of the online resources. You can also see all the projects around 
the country and the world that are planning PRT strategies from the PRT Strategies website. PRTs are ideal for a Honolulu 
system where nature plays such an important role in daily lives. PRTs will have less of a negative impact on the built 
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environment and sky views by utilizing much smaller one way elevated structures. Such as the Taxi2000 (http://taxi2000.com/)  
or Vectus (http://www.vectus.se/)  models, which you can learn more about online. 1. The CONSTRUCTION of a primary 
critical portion of the transit system can take place over about 1 to 2 years, as compared to the 5 to 10 for planning and 
construction of subways or light rails. Do not underestimate the importance of this speed of implementation, with gas prices 
targeted to continually increase over the coming years. 2. The FLEXIBILITY of the system to continually grow and extend into 
places that light rails and subways could never go. Start building with primary lines targeting the most users right from the 
beginning. A major advantage of the system due to the reduced cost is to extend one way looped lines into smaller 
neighborhoods which reduce the walking distances for the users. In contrast to park and rides or to take supplemental 
transportation local lines to connect up to the Light Rail system. 3. The ADAPTABILITY of the system to accommodate 
transportation of goods during off peak hours for localized delivery services that could also be partially paid for by curriers like 
UPS, Fedex, USPS, etc. is another major benefit. Imagine the trucks that could be replaced with localized electric pod 
transporters that only have to travel a few blocks, as well as potential new jobs and businesses for localized transporters within 
each neighborhood. 4. The COST of getting a PRT system up and running is just a small fraction of the cost of light rail or 
subways. Compare $450 Million for subways to $14.5 Million per mile for PRTs, which means you can cover a much larger 
expanse. Because the price is more achievable, private developers can pay for extending the system into their projects or have 
stations sponsored by the developers or private sector, like Mercedes, Audi, BMW, Toyota, etc. paying a premium for a 
mercedes pod with Bose stereo, nicer interiors, etc. that would automatically return those pods back to their stations. The 
economic incentives and opportunities are clearly far reaching. 5. All the personal CONVENIENCES of PRTs... You get your 
own private car where you could listen to the radio, watch tv, use WiFi, or just read, all by yourself while you commute. Direct 
station to station commute without ever stopping along the way. Compare this to NYC very successful subway system which 
the majority of the time in transit you are waiting for other people to get on and off the trains. Imagine if your pod was always 
an Express line directly to your stop. No accidents and expensive insurance and car payments. More frequent and closer stops 
to your destinations. 6. The EFFICIENCY of having an unmanned pod car that is such a small fraction of the weight of a light 
rail train or monorail requires much thinner and lighter structures to elevate which have less of a visual impact on the 
environment. Think about how a similar monorail travels at about 10 minute intervals, where a PRT system can have pod cars 
running at 2-3 second intervals one right after the other. It is clear to see which would use the track more efficiently? 7. HIGH 
TECH & ENVIRONMENTAL appearance of the PRT system that will attract attention from all over the world. The PRT track 
can be retrofitted with solar and wind electricity generating devices. If funding isn't completely available yet, have a plan in 
place for local businesses to lease portions of the elevated track to purchase solar arrays. I work for a multinational 
Architectural and Urban Design office in Los Angeles, where we work on large public use commercial projects around the 
world as well as large scale master plans. We also have offices in Tokyo, New Delhi and currently preparing to open an office 

AR00082303 



in Bahrain. We would like to present Honolulu with an alternative plan and visualizations of a PRT transportation system to 
provide the city with the capability to make a more comprehensive evaluation of the most optimal technologies available. We 
understand as you do that the decisions we make today will not only affect our lives, but the lives of ours and many future 
generations to come. We need to make a clear decision towards this cleaner more beautiful future. To develop an dated light 
rail system today and look back and realize that we were on the cusp of a new era of transportation and didn't take advantage of 
it when the opportunities were presented to us will only delay our progress. As I mentioned we would like to develop a plan 
and visualization of a comprehensive PRT system which would compare the potential opportunities to the initial light rail 
option. Please view our website http://r204.com  to see the scope of our projects and contact me directly if you have any 
questions what-so-ever. Regards, Edward Anastas Senior Designer R204 DESIGN 213 765-0947 http://www.r204.com  

04/18/2008 The sooner the better for a train system! 

04/18/2009 

Should create a parking structure that you can apply solar technology, so that if and when people start having electric cars they 
will be able to plug in the cars so that it'll be all charged up when they return to their vehicle. This can also be an incentive to 
bring in more revenue for the state by charging customers to have to pay for this feature, which in turn will bring in more job 
opportunities and stimulate the community surrounding in a good way because of the amount of traffic being pushed through. 

04/19/2009 
are there still community meetings for drafting TOD for the stations? if so, what is the schedule and where are the meetings 
located? also, is there any information available about what was discussed at the meetings? thank you. 

04/21/2008 Why not let the voters make the final decision in November 2008? 

04/21/2008 

Your site states "The Alternatives Analysis, or AA, is part of the planning and development process established by Federal law 
for new, large scale transit projects. The AA includes: Identifying specific transportation problems in an area, or "corridor" 
being studied; Defining reasonable alternative strategies to address these problems; Forecasting potential environmental, 
transportation, and financial impacts of these alternatives; and Evaluating how each alternative effectively addresses the 
transportation needs, goals, and objectives for the corridor. The AA provides decisionmakers with enough information to select 
a specific project design concept, and determine the scope of the project so it can be included in the metropolitan area's long-
range transportation plan. After completion of the AA, decisionmakers have the information needed to select a locally preferred 
alternative. With this information, the project can then advance to preliminary engineering and the final phases of 
environmental review, final design and eventually project construction." I support this concept of alternatives analysis in a 
project that is as large as this one. Then I note elsewhere on this site that the only "alternatives proposed to be included in the 
EIS are: No Build Alternative Fixed Guideway Transit Alternative via Salt Lake Boulevard Fixed Guideway Transit 
Alternative serving Airport and Salt Lake" This menu of alternatives is far too incomplete to provide decision makers with 
enough information to make an educated choice. Where do the decision makers find the discussion of alternative bus 
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initiatives? Where do they find the discussion of alternative automobile initiatives? This menu could only satisfy a decision 
maker who is already pre-disposed to construct a rail system. I strongly urge the inclusion of alternative bus and automobile 
projects in the EIS. 

04/21/2009 

I am very excited about the prospect of effective rail travel on O'ahu. I think that it is the right way to go for the future of the 
island. I do have some questions and concerns however. First, on the website if says that an extension to the airport will 
considered in the future. (FAQ: "When will rail transit service actually begin?") Why isn't the airport going to be connected 
immediately? To maximize the benefit of the system I would think that connecting the airport at the start would be a no-brainer. 
For tourists and residents alike, avoiding a drive to or from the airport would be invaluable. Secondly, I encourage planners to 
examine other rail systems' ticketing system. I currently live in Japan and the system here is amazing. When entering the 
wicket, a rider inserts a ticket into the machine and it is quickly processed and sent to the exit of the wicket where the rider 
takes it along. Then when exiting at the destination, the rider inserts the ticket again and the machine processes it and this time 
keeps it. Here in Japan, there are also pre-paid cards and commuter passes that are used the same way (except returned of 
course to the rider at the destination.) The pre-paid cards have a set amount (say $20) and each time it is used, the amount is 
deducted from the card until it is used up. Commuter passes work similarly. Say a rider goes from Kapolei to Ala Moana for 
work. They can buy a card that is good for a set amount of time (say three months) and travel an unlimited amount of times 
between their chosen stations. Going further, in Japan there are also touch cards that work in the same way. They can either be 
commuter cards or pre-paid and instead of inserting the card into the wicket, they simply scan the card when they first enter the 
wicket. If it is pre-paid the amount is deducted from the touch card. (All of these card systems could easily be integrated with 
the TheBus as well. Imagine not having to have exactly $2 to ride. Just touch your card to the scanner or insert a pre-paid card 
and hop on. Both are used in Japan.) Another convenience is fare adjustment. If a rider mistakenly buys a ticket that is 
insufficient for the journey, before exiting at the destination, they can insert their ticket into a fare adjustment machine and pay 
the additional fee there. Then the machine prints the proper ticket and the rider uses that to exit. Furthermore, if a rider is using 
a pre-paid card with only 20 cents they can use that card to get into the station, ride to their destination then fare adjust and the 
machine will print a ticket after they pay the difference and they use that ticket to exit. It gets even more interesting. If someone 
is using a pre-paid card that has only 20 cents, they can use that card to get in and then at their destination, if they have another 
pre-paid card with enough money, they can insert BOTH cards to exit and the wicket will process the cards and spit them out at 
the exit. Going along with this, if someone has a commuter pass, but are traveling outside their area covered by the pass, they 
can insert their pass and a pre-paid card when they exit and the difference will be deducted from the pre-paid card. OR they can 
use the commuter pass and then fare adjust at their destination. (By the way, if it isn't clear, the commuter pass cards and pre-
paid cards are always ejected upon exit. Regular tickets are not.) I'm not sure if all that was very easy to understand but I would 
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be happy to clarify with a follow-up email. Lastly, THE TRAIN MUST RUN ON TIME. I have experienced first hand the time 
problems of TheBus and that must not be allowed to happen with the rail system. If people are going to ride for any other 
reason than they are unable to afford anything else, it must run on time. I feel that a system that has the above features would be 
the pinnacle of mass transportation. And O'ahu deserves the best transportation system that can be built. The technology for 
everything I have mentioned exists and is widely used and therefore easily obtainable. Again, I am very excited about rail for 
O'ahu and I would like it to be rank among the world's best. Sincerely, Thomas Michener 

04/22/2008 wants to know if project is going to hit his property. 
04/22/2009 When is the next community meeting about the rail transit? 

04/22/2009 
I'd like to ask what major construction companies will be participating in Honolulu LRT project if already chosen. Or if and 
when that is still to be decided. Thank you for your information 

04/23/2008 

I am writing a research proposal regarding this issue.i just have a few questons about the project. Who is going to be running 
the project?(privite mainland Co., County and State workers) What kind of technology is being used to build the system? Do 
you think that building this monorail system will help lower gas prices? What environmental issues do you think you could 
incounter doing such a big project? if you could answer these quseitons for me that would be great. thanks for your time 
Courtney Turner 

04/23/2008 

Mr Mayor: Don't be dissuaded by the latest anti-rail movement. I lived in HK for 30 years and watched the same anti-rail 
arguments being proffered by the unimaginative few. Finally, mass transit was pushed through even though a minority of 
legislators were against it. What you have today in UK is probably the finest mass transit system in the world. The debate 30 
years ago is being paralled today in Honolulu. I live in Hawaii Kai and understand that you have to start building the system to 
take care of people with the most urgent needs...that is the people of West Oahu. I would like to believe that eventually the line 
will extend to Hawaii Kai and Kaneohe. But rather than keep talking for another 15 years, you have to build now before this 
city dies in gridlock. As an ex-journalist, I've written on this subject. I'd be happy to send you a copy of an article I wrote for a 
local magazine 15 years ago (when mass transit first was proposed) which draws the parallels between UK and Honolulu and 
why mass transit is as critical to Honolulu today as it was to HK 30 years ago. warmest regards.. Carl Myatt 

04/23/2008 
I have read several articles stating the benefits to a mag-rail system vs steel rail. Why is this not being researched more? 
According to everything I've found, the cost is similar but the benefits are far, far greater. 

04/23/2008 

Steel on steel is the way to go with the wheels. However, like many in the Leeward area, I don't think it's going to make a real 
difference in traffic reduction because of the absolutely idiotic idea of bypassing the airport. I don't know who got "paid" under 
the table, but it's quite obvious that the airport should've been a PRIMARY stop along the route. So many business people (and 
even families going on vacation) could have taken the rail instead of driving their cars or having relatives drive them to the 
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airport. Business travelers would save on not having to park their vehicles for the day at the airport. Perhaps it was the airport 
taxis, or parking lot company, or.... anyway, it was a very foolish decision to bypass the airport and all of us taxpayers are 
going to be forced to pay for a system we don't want. 

04/23/2009 
Hi! My name is Ashley and I have to do report on the Rail transit. And it would really help if you reply. Anyway, I would like 
to know... how many jobs (estimation) will the Rail Transit create? and by having these jobs will they help our struggling 
economy? How? Thank you so much!!! 

04/24/2008 
Please set Us up-to -Receive the E-Connected Up-Dates. STOP- the- SNAIL Mail. Big-Waste of -Every-One's Time, and a 
WASTE of Valuable Funding Money. " WHY ! are we to use the ' 200 + Pluse Year Old Tecnoligy, Get a MORE UP-to-
DATE adjustable Rubber, tire, on fixed road-Way, Much More Use- Full. And easy to change to cover ALL Area's. 

04/24/2008 
Will you email me the two or three transit stop locations along salt lake blvd. where are they? i could not find it on your 
website. 

04/24/2008 
Your April Newsletter is excellent to send out to our members. Please let me know how many we can have and we will mail 
them out to our members. I am already on you mailing list a member of the transit committee. Thank you, Vern 

04/24/2008 

Aloha, My name is Aaron and i am of Hawaiian descent and a Life time Resident of Hawai'i. Being the future generation of 
Hawai'i, I want to be ensured the futrue of mine own and my children's transportation needs and cocerns are on good standings 
when it comes to this High Capacity Fixed Guid Way System. I know that in the news it has been said that the decision for 
what type of guide way system to use was already chosen, and that was Steel Wheel on Steel Rail! I think that this is a very big 
decision to make and the fact that the mayor and others are pushing to finalize things on the spot, resulted in Not Fully 
adhereing the words and needs of every citizen of Honolulu. Being an Environmentalist and a Soveirgn of Hawai'i Nei, I do 
support the fix guide way plans. But, Highly decline the decision of Steel wheel on Steel Rail. Interms of natural beauty, 
elegance

' 
 and environmental impact, Monorail would have been the obvious choice. Although expenses needed for maintance 

is significanty more then Steel Wheel, Mono rail really portrates Hawai'i. Which in turn boosts the tourist industry which are 
economy is based on. Who wants to ride a noisey, "Mature", Power hungry, Steel Wheel on Steel rail Train, with view blocked 
by cement walls to supress noise? Not me, and i'm sure the majority of the people of Hawai'i agree with me. I really don't mind 
paying an extra buck to have those point issues takened cared of. Also the power needed to run the monorailsystem can be 
easily made from another H-power plant that inturn could put a stop to O'ahus Landfills, and encourage residents turn recycle. 
Inconclusion, I just really think that council members need to confere again on their choices for this big change for Honolulu, 
Wait until an EIS is done before making any major decisions and to have the Voice of the people fully heard. Mahalo nui loa, 
Aaron Tui 

04/24/2009 Hi, my name is Ashley and I am doing a school report on the soon-to-come rail transit. I was wondering if you could answer a 
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few questions for me, that would be really great... The question are... How many jobs will rail transit provide? and Will having 
these jobs boost our economy? If so, How? If you reply, can you please reply ASAP (my project is due this Monday- 4/27/09) 
Thank you so much for you time :] 

04/28/2008 

I've been receiving two copies of the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project. I've also received two copies of the 
April 2008 email report. Please transmit only the email report. Thank you. I'm a believer in steel wheels on steel rail and 
commend Mayor Hannemann and his staff for keeping the vision and project alive. Honolulu can only suffer in our great 
quality of life from rubber tired vehicles and traffic congestion as the population increases. I hope the hit in the pocketbooks of 
drivers will finally cause them to seek a better alternative. Dan Mita, Kapolei HI 

04/29/2009 

I am a UH student, working on the research about this rail project for my paper(class :public finance) But I couldn't find recent 
information. There were neither books or resource about it in the library. What I need to find is general information about rail 
project and how it can be financed. If you have some documents or resources, could you tell me what they are or where I can 
find them. I would appreciate your help. 

04/30/2009 
I lived in Portland, Oregon prior to moving to Kailua. The lightrail-MAX system is great. I hope that you have looked at that 
system. When the line was built to North Portland each station was designed by a different ethnic artist or artists to reflect the 
diversity in Portland. It brought art into transportation. Very interesting and beautiful. 

04/30/2009 

Hey, I get your email updates on the Honolulu transit and saw you highlight the one in Houston. They have these really cool 
inroad flashing lights that flash when the train is coming, to help cars and pedestrians see the train, etc. Will Honolulu have 
something like this? Also, a company called Spot Devices (www.spotdevices.com ) offers real-time notifications of buses/trains, 
so people catching the bus know exactly when the bus/train will arrive. Reply would be great but not required... 

* Does not contain mailing list requests, employment requests, or RSVP's for station design workshops. 
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Handicapping The 2010 Races 
April 01,2009 
By Bob Jones 

Had there been a illidWeek in 1959 and had I been a columnist, I'd have picked Jack Burns to beat Bill Quinn for 
governor and make TIME magazine's cover as Hawaii's first governor (wrong) and the folksy songster Quinn to 
beat Old Stone Face Burns in their rematch in 1962 (wrong.) 

So I'm obviously not a seer. But I'm persistent and cheeky, and here's my handicapping of 2010 races already under 
way. 

I'm like most nonparty-member folks. I go with my gut. I get a feeling what a would-be office holder is likely to do 
that dovetails with my own politics. I like to think I vote on issues, but I know that emotion is the coach sending me 
batting signals. 

We've got some clearly defined candidates on deck. Linda Lingle, Mufi Hannemann, Neil Abercrombie, Duke 
Aiona, Charles Djou and Colleen Hanabusa are on my A-list. 

Aiona and Abercrombie are going for governor, and my read this week is that Hannemann is, too. Abercrombie's a 
tough choice. Does Hawaii want a 72-years-oldat-start-of-term governor? Also, he has to leave his congressional 
seniority to run for Washington Place. Should he lose in the primary, he's out of politics and joins the retirees. 

Does Hannemann really want to be governor? I did suspect his goal is Washington and that the Democrats would 
want the relatively youthful mayor as a safe Congress seat for years to come. But his people are advising him 
otherwise because his local approval numbers are high. He also wants to be around to push train transit as a legacy. 

Mufi and Neil bring some baggage with them. Both tend to have higher than average ratings for perceived 
arrogance. 

Hannemann has toned it down and did a masterful State of the City address this year. 

Abercrombie? I was at a Ben Cayetano book signing. Abercrombie came in late. I felt someone pushing me aside 
and shoving up front. It was Neil, positioning himself adjacent to Cayetano. Gotta have that face time. 

It would be a damaging primary. Think Ben Cayetano and Jeremy Harris until Sen. Dan Inouye met with them in a 
hotel room and said "sort this out." Harris dropped out. 

Colleen Hanabusa, the state Senate president, seems to have both governor and Congress ambitions, but there's that 
civil unions brouhaha, and her being the spark plug behind dumping former attorneys generals Margery Bronster 
and Earl Anzai, plus that $75 million tax credit (never used) for an aquarium for her friend Jeff Stone at Ko Olina 
Resort. 

Charles Djou? I don't see Hawaii voters electing a small-time Republican to bring home the bacon from a 
Democratic federal government. Plus, his People's Defender costume seems to be wearing a bit thin 
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Duke Aiona I rate as not even possibly electable at this point. The GOP would do better to enlist prosecutor Peter 
Carlisle. 

Gov. Lingle in 2010: She has been a disappointment to even the local GOP - no large footprint and hasn't roused our 
passions. You can't use eight mediocre years as governor as a winning resume for a Washington job. Quit to run 
before her term is up and economy unrecovered? Not likely. 

I'd guess Abercrombie will resign early, his seat will go to an appointed Democrat, and that person will have the leg 
up for 2010. 

His fans will notice I've not included Ed Case. As Mid Week was going to press last Friday, his Website announced 
that he would declare on Saturday. But out of office is out of the voters'minds He should have stayed in Congress. 
Bucking the party to attempt ousting a well-liked incumbent was a bad move. 

He could switch to the GOP and run for governor. 

Now that would be a helluva race for me to handicap! 
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Hawaii Supreme Court asked to revisit 
Superferry 
Associated Press, 04.02.09, 12:39 PM EDT 

The state Legislature is asking the Hawaii Supreme Court to clarify how its ruling against the 
Hawaii Superferry affects other specialized laws. 

Lawmakers have questioned whether laws that apply specifically to one county, such as 
Honolulu's 0.5 percent tax for a planned rail system, could also be declared unconstitutional. 

The Hawaii Supreme Court on Wednesday granted the Legislature's request to argue for 
reconsideration of its Superferry ruling. 

The court last month overturned a law allowing the ferry to run between Maui and Oahu before 
an environmental impact report is completed. The service was shut down and its only vessel is 
now en route back to Mobile, Ala., where it was built. 

Attorneys for the Legislature will file briefs supporting Gov. Linda Lingle's efforts to persuade 
the court to change its mind. 

The Legislature's attorneys said when the court ruled March 16 that a law allowing the 
Superferry to operate was unconstitutional special interest legislation, it put the legality of other 
laws in doubt. 

Lawmakers want the court to clarify when they can pass laws aimed at specific groups, the 
constitutionality of short-term laws, and the viability of language in laws designed to sustain 
court challenges when other parts of the law are struck down. 

Honolulu Councilman Charles Djou has said that unless the Hawaii Supreme Court reconsiders 
its decision, he will ask the court to declare unconstitutional other laws that apply specifically to 
the county. 

Besides the Honolulu rail tax, Djou pointed to county-specific laws requiring stricter liquor 
licensing and overtime for vehicle towing. 
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The Legislature convened in special session in 2007 to pass a law enabling the Superferry to 
operate while an environmental assessment was drafted. This law was meant to get around a 
previous Hawaii Supreme Court decision that an environmental study was needed before the 
vessel could operate. 

The Supreme Court rejected the law because it said the Hawaii Constitution prohibits legislation 
that favors or discriminates against "a specific individual, class or entity." 
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April 3, 2009 

Mail-in vote begins for City Council seat 

11 candidates running to fill Windward vacancy of late Barbara Marshall 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

The city's first mail-in special election will kick off this weekend with the arrival of 54,136 City Council 
ballots in the mailboxes of residents of Kailua, Kaneohe and VVaimanalo. 

The special election is needed to fill the District 3 seat vacancy created by the recent death of 
councilwoman Barbara Marshall. 

Overall, 11 candidates are competing against each other on a less-than-two-month schedule. 

The outcome of the race is viewed as pivotal to whether the balance of power on the council 
continues to favor strong supporters of Mayor Mufi Hannemann. Whoever fills that seat also is 
expected to play a key role on ongoing issues such as Honolulu's planned $5.4 billion commuter rail 
and the continued use of the VVaimanalo Gulch landfill. 

Other major issues for the community include the proliferation of so called bed-and-breakfast visitor 
accommodations, rising property taxes and urban encroachment. 

With 11 people on the ballot, its possible the winning candidate could have fewer than half of the 
votes. Honolulu elections administrator Glen Takahashi said whoever gets the most votes wins. 

"There will be no runoff election," he said. "This is a winner-take-all, one-shot deal." 

The two likely front-runners, based on name recognition, are John Henry Felix and Steve Holmes. 
Both have served on the City Council before. 

The deadline for returning the postage-paid ballots to the city clerk is 6 p.m. April 23. 

Ballots not received by then will not count. 

No polling places will be open April 23. However, walk-in voting will be available Monday through 
April 21 at Honolulu Hale and the Pali Golf Course. Ballots also can be dropped off at Honolulu Hale 
until 6 p.m. April 23. 

The winner of the election is expected to be announced on the evening of April 23. 

The earliest the winning candidate can take office is May 13, assuming the results aren't challenged 
in court. That means the new council member could arrive at the tail end of negotiations on the city 
budget for the fiscal year that starts July 1. The council has until June 15 to act on the budget 
ordinances and set property tax rates for the next fiscal year. 

The mayor and council are considering raising property taxes and a host of fees, along with reducing 
spending in certain areas, to deal with a $50 million budget shortfall. 

The sources of the shortfall include lower visitor arrivals, declining real estate values and rising 
unemployment. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dlEarticle?AID420090403/NEWS04/904030356&template=printart[4/3/2009  7:20:54 AM] 
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April 3, 2009 

Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Train is one bright spot for economy 
Recent articles report Hawai'i's unemployment rate at an all-time high. This is not surprising, but still 
disheartening to me and my family as it is for everyone else. The economy looks like it will only get 
worse before it gets better. The one bright light at the end of the tunnel seems to be a train, and I'm 
glad its coming. 

Funny how critics once pointed out rail as the largest public works project in the history of Hawaii and 
wanted us to believe it was a bad thing. Now, public works projects are welcomed news because it 
means jobs and economic stimulus. As construction dollars flow through the economy, the multiplier 
effect helps other business and service industries. 

Rail is our best chance to turn our local economy around with thousands of new jobs and more than a 
billion dollars of federal funding coming in for the project. 

The train is finally coming, and I say thank goodness for it. 

Jonn Serikawa I Honolulu 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Friday, April 3, 2009 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 03, 2009 

Auto show had it all - even a transit booth 

I attended the auto show over the weekend and it was so enjoyable. There were lots of sleek, 
shiny new cars of every make and model, a collection of vintage cars and even a car club with its 
members proudly displaying their German sports cars. 

But I didn't expect to see an information booth on rail transit at a car show. I was curious, so I 
stopped by to talk to the engineers manning the booth. They were very informative and I got a 
better understanding of how rail will work with the bus and other forms of transportation, 
including automobiles. 

I've got to wonder why people are grousing so much about monies spent on rail. I'm convinced 
we need it and it's a worthwhile investment in our future. The people voted for it and it should be 
built. 

John Nakagawa 
Honolulu 
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11 candidates compete to fill Marshall's 
old seat 

FULL STORY >> 

By B.J. Reyes   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 05, 2009 

The special election to fill the City Council seat for Windward Oahu has no shortage of 
candidates to choose from, featuring a diverse mix of former council members, familiar 
faces and first-time candidates. 

Voters in the district, which encompasses parts of Kaneohe, Kailua and Waimanalo, have 
until April 23 to make up their minds on which of the 11 candidates they feel would best 
replace Barbara Marshall. 

In the mix is Marshall's longtime aide, J. Ikaika Anderson, who has been endorsed by the 
Hawaii Government Employees Association and the state AFL-CIO. He also has the 
backing of Cliff Ziems, Marshall's widower. 

The race also has brought out two former candidates who served on the council in the 
1990s: John Henry Felix and Steve Holmes. 

Felix also has earned several union endorsements, including the Hawaii Carpenters 
Union, the Hawaii Firefighters Association and the State of Hawaii Organization of 
Police Officers. Holmes, a vocal opponent of the city's planned rail mass transit system, 
has won the backing of the Sierra Club's Hawaii Chapter. 

Past political candidates seeking the office include Wilson Kekoa Ho, Leona Mapuana 
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Kalima, Keoki Leong and Tom Pico Jr. 

Rounding out the race are first-timers Paul Akau, Tracy Nakano Bean, Sol Nalua'i and 
Pohai Ryan. 

Most of the candidates have been out walking the district and waving signs. Holmes was 
among the first to take out print ads, while Anderson and Felix have prepared television 
ads. 

Ballots for the estimated 55,000 registered voters in the district were mailed out April 1. 
Anyone who voted in the November 2008 general election or who registered to vote by 
the March 24 deadline should be receiving a ballot. 

The ballots must be received by the City Clerk's Office no later than 6 p.m. April 23. 

Absentee walk-in voting at City Hall and Pali Golf Course begins tomorrow and runs 
through April 21. The sites are open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Saturday, 
excluding holidays. Ballots also may be dropped off at these sites. 

Marshall died Feb. 22 after a battle with colon cancer. Since her death, her staff has been 
maintaining the office and addressing constituent needs as they arise. She easily won re-
election to her District 3 seat in November with 84 percent of the vote. 

The dynamics of the council could change with her successor. 

Marshall, who served two years as Council chairwoman before stepping down in 
November to undergo treatment, was a fiercely independent member of the council. Her 
vote sometimes stood as the tiebreaker on 5-4 tallies. 
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City Council District 3 candidates 

By Star-Bulletin staff   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 05, 2009 

PAUL AKAU 

Age: 45 

Profession or current employment: Pastor/educator/self-employed 

Other pertinent experience: Various leadership positions in the community, churches, and 
schools. Hawaiian culture resource and curriculum specialist. 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

I believe that the Lord has called me to run for this office. I've worked with a variety of people 
and organizations in the community to plan, organize, and implement action plans, strategic 
plans, and activities. I listen well and work well with people. I've taught in Hawaii's public 
schools for over 21 years. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

The biggest problem is land use. We need to plan for the future with our youth and elders in 
mind and the challenges that they will face such as sustainability, residential and business 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action...Council_District_3_candidates.html&partnerID=356589  (1 of 17) [4/5/2009 2:00:34 AM] 
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zoning, entrepreneurship and safe and healthy environments. I would support projects that 
would create new jobs. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

What would happen if we don't raise property taxes or other fees? Right now, the raising of 
taxes is the consequence of speculation based on projections. I don't believe that we listened 
well to the kupuna who saw this economic crash coming. What we need to do is to find those 
who are retired to advise us on our next steps. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

I told the unions that I would support the rail, but I have one issue about the displacement of 
families and businesses affected by the rail's route. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

Homelessness for those born and raised in the islands should be our first priority. We need to 
have a homeless identification system that would help to track the services provided to ensure 
that something is being done to address the homeless clients' need. This Homeless 
Identification Center would be an address to receive mail, receive health advice or services, 
education support, and meals if needed. The city would solicit support from community 
organizations to unify their efforts to address homelessness. 

J. IKAIKA ANDERSON 

Age: 31 

Profession or current employment: Senior legislative assistant for Councilwoman Barbara 
Marshall 

Other pertinent experience: Vice president, Hali'ipua Flowers; budget analyst, state House of 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action...Council_District_3_candidates.html&partnerID=356589  (2 of 17) [4/5/2009 2:00:34 AM] 
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Representatives Finance Committee; administrative assistant, Senate minority leader; lead 
researcher, state Senate minority staff office; director, Community Health Center board of 
directors; president, Community Health Center board of directors; director, Wastewater 
Treatment Plant board of directors 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

I have actively participated in current Council matters since 2002 and have more than 10 
years of county and state government experience. I worked on the drafting and introduction 
of many pieces of legislation currently before the Council and am involved in them during the 
legislative process. Because I worked side-by-side with Councilmember Marshall since her first 
term on the City Council, I am the candidate most capable of continuing her initiatives on 
behalf of our district. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

The most pressing issue facing District 3 is delivering city services at an appropriate level, 
while maintaining their affordability. The City Council of the 1990s neglected regular routine 
maintenance of Honolulu's infrastructure, especially roads and sewers. The higher sewer fees 
and road maintenance costs from which we now suffer are the direct result of the past 
negligence of the 1990s City Council. I will work to return the city to an ongoing regular 
maintenance schedule, which will reduce the annual budget for infrastructure expenditures 
and negate the need to raise real property taxes and fees so sharply going forward. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

I am very reluctant to raising taxes and fees to balance the city's budget. We must take care 
of basic services first. The City Councils of the 1990s neglected our city's infrastructure that's 
resulted in catastrophe. The current Council is still working to clean up that disaster. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

The voters of the City and County of Honolulu elected to make mass transit part of the City 
Charter — the constitution of the City and County. The City Council should not attempt to 
reverse the will of the people. Instead, we must exercise vigilance and oversight on the 
project and ask tough questions to ensure that our tax dollars are used efficiently and 
effectively to provide the best mass transit system possible. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action...Council_District_3_candidates.html&partnerID=356589  (3 of 17) [4/5/2009 2:00:34 AM] 
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I propose the city consider designating one city facility in each district to provide shelter to 
those who have fallen on hard times and want help. This would allow these members of our 
community a safe place to sleep, a place to maintain their health and practice the hygiene 
necessary for employment. 

TRACY NAKANO BEAN 

Age: 46 

Profession or current employment: Hawaiian Airlines Inc. (In-Flight Department) 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

As a lifelong resident of Kaneohe, sitting on various boards and councils, I am a leader 
committed to serving this community. We are at a critical point economically. There is no time 
for "business as usual." This crisis can be an engine that drives us to change. Solutions do 
exist. We must begin to act today to fend off the future crisis of tomorrow. I will bring a fresh 
perspective and renewed energy into developing these solutions. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

The biggest problem facing District 3 is our economic crisis. We are currently at a $45 million 
deficit. We need to increase revenues. Renewable energy technologies offer opportunities to 
produce new jobs, decrease dependence upon fossil fuels, and reduce emissions. Preserving 
and protecting our agriculturally zoned lands in order to create industries of diversified crops, 
much like we would diversify our financial portfolios, is essential to becoming self-sufficient, 
and increasing the sustainability of our islands. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

In times of economic crisis, the solution is not to raise taxes, but to increase revenue. We 
must be sensitive to the people of this city who are already far too burdened under a 
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mountain of growing taxes and fees. It's imperative to cut out unnecessary expenditures, 
eliminate government waste, and prioritize our improvements projects. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

The decision to do rail has already been made. Our job now is to get it done as quickly as 
possible. The longer we wait to move on this, the more the project will cost. Once the 
contracts have been awarded, we must also hold the contractors responsible to keeping to 
cost projections and completion schedules. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

Differentiating between those who can and want to be helped, and those who cannot or will 
not, is the first priority. Governance with compassion should be our standard. Before going out 
and clearing our beaches of the homeless, social workers, e.g., HCAP, should be sent to make 
assessments and direct those who are looking for housing to transitional or emergency 
facilities. 

Age: 78 

Profession or current employment: Chairman, president and CEO of HMAA 

Other pertinent experience: CEO of Abilities Unlimited; CEO of Eagle Investments, a local 
investment firm 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

I have deep experience — in public service, community volunteering and business — which is 
well-suited for service on the City Council. I've led businesses through tough times. In fact, 
today, as the CEO of health insurer HMAA, I'm managing the company through the current 
turbulent economy. I've worked as a volunteer — and a leader — for the Red Cross, the March 
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of Dimes and the Boy Scouts. I've worked in federal, state and city government — in 
responsible positions. I chaired the Police Commission, Parks and Recreation, and the Board of 
Water Supply to name a few. In addition, I have been elected to the City Council four times, 
and I've chaired each of the Council's committees. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

Kailua, Kaneohe and Waimanalo are unique and each has critical challenges. However, 
ensuring public safety in all three communities is a big challenge. Violent crime is growing, and 
it's got people worried. But safety goes beyond fighting crime. We need to look at better 
street lighting and traffic signals at certain intersections. I'll work hard to make Windward 
Oahu safer. This is why I was recently endorsed by SHOPO, the Fire Fighters and UPW, which 
represents Emergency Medical Services. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

During previous terms on the City Council, I have fought hard to prevent and/or minimize 
increases. People are struggling right now, making it an extremely difficult time to increase 
user fees and property taxes. Yet, the city finds itself in dire economic times, so the council 
can't ignore the reality that it may have to increase user fees and taxes to continue providing 
residents with the level of services they expect and deserve. That said, I think the Council 
should explore ways to give relief to retirees on fixed incomes, the unemployed and 
underemployed, and those with medical challenges. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

I questioned the rail's proposed technology, route, and funding. However, in principle, the 
voters have spoken and we need to honor the majority vote. My job as a Council member 
would be to ensure fiscal prudence so that tax dollars are spent wisely and efficiently and that 
there's no government waste. I also believe that any rail project should be developed with 
environmental sensitivity. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

I believe a task force — comprised of representatives from the city, the state, faith groups and 
nonprofits — should be formed to address this serious issue. It needs to be a coordinated 
community effort with everyone coming together, and it will require strong leadership. We 
need to look at root causes; treatments for addiction, mental illness and other medical 
conditions; job training; and housing solutions. 
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WILSON KEKOA HO 

Age: 66 

Profession: Retired 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

Eighteen years of service on the Waimanalo Neighborhood Board; 14 consecutive years as 
chairman of the neighborhood board; 32 years in retail banking, financial management and 
residential lending. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

The protection of our natural resources: The beaches with sand eroding on Kailua and 
Waimanalo Beaches, the traffic problems on Kaneohe Bay Drive, Oneawa Street in Kailua and 
Nakini Street in Waimanalo and the slow destruction of our wetlands, i.e., the Heeia Kea 
wetlands that are drying up. I am researching the use of the sand replacement barge 
previously used in Waikiki Beach to replenish their shores. I am working with Bill Sager and 
Roy Yanagihara on the Kaneohe Neighborhood Board for their traffic calming ideas to resolve 
the traffic problems. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

I am against the increase in taxes when residents are already suffering work furloughs, job 
layoffs and unemployment. I propose that we research all avenues to save money, i.e., not 
shipping our garbage out at a cost of millions. We need to trim the fat, work to prioritize our 
needs and discard our wants and special interests. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 
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The constituents have voted to approve the rail transit project. I support the need for mass 
transit, having traveled to work from Waimanalo to Kapolei. I would like to have the bidding 
process transparent and open, that the costs not be open-ended, that the environment be 
protected and that the studies, evaluations and discussions be shortened so there is no delay 
to further increase the cost of the expensive rail transit project. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

I would like the city offer on-site assistance from social work to medical attention to provide a 
transition from homeless to a stable, long-term housing solution. I propose we implement a 
five-year plan and commitment that will unify a collaboration of all city services and non-profit 
groups to include low-cost housing, job training, assistance with addictions and other services. 
We should partner with community-based organizations to evaluate the progress of our 
homeless so services can be made available on an as-needed and timely basis. 

STEVE HOLMES 

Age: 57 

Profession or current employment: Retired 

Other pertinent experience: I have chaired most of the committees of the City Council and can 
step into the middle of a challenging budget. I was the energy and sustainability coordinator 
for Honolulu and bring a wealth of knowledge on saving the city money. 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

I served Windward Oahu for 12 years on the Honolulu City Council. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

The economy. Upgrading the city's infrastructure would create new jobs and benefit taxpayers 
because prices are lower in a slowdown and interest rates are very low now. In as much as 
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these are public buildings, residents see the benefits directly. Our failed waste-water system is 
a good place to start along with energy efficiency improvements to our buildings. These are 
projects that self-finance. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

The proposal made by Mayor Hannemann shifts the burden to residential. This is not equitable 
and should be discarded. I chaired the Budget Committee before and know how to find 
additional cuts to avoid increases. Cuts now create rollover savings needed for an even 
tougher budget expected next year. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

I oppose Mufi's elevated guideway rail project as too expensive. A full alternatives analysis is 
needed to meet legal requirements. I supported Bus Rapid Transit and an expansion of our 
award winning bus system as more cost effective alternatives. A real push for teleworking is 
needed with targeted goals and implementation schedules. Good urban planning keeps jobs 
and housing together and should always be the first transit option. A possible third urban 
center should be considered. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

I have supported additional shelters, but many homeless have drug and mental health 
problems that don't allow them to enter shelters. More needs to be done to use federal funds 
to deal with intervention into the source of these problems and bring the homeless back to 
functioning capacity. Additionally, shelters need to be part of a ladder of housing options. 
CDBG projects need to reflect a mix of rentals and low income for sale units. 

LEONA MAPUANA KALIMA 

Age: 56 
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Profession or current employment: Cultural specialist, Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

Other pertinent experience: My resume speaks to a variety of experience: social services, 
housing and homelessness, disaster relief, community coordinator, culture and mediation. 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

Excellent conflict resolution skills, great to work with, public service, smarts, common sense, 
relates well with people, caring for community, promotes education and self-sufficiency. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

The common equalizer for Council District 3 is the economic recession. Sobering reality is that 
all will feel the effects, some way or another. Keep people working, in their homes and food 
on the table. We have become very comfortable, but now we have to get back to the basics. I 
would promote: alternative work weeks, create jobs, fiscal accountability, leverage assets, 
seek grants, no tax increases, no un-necessary spending, the city's share of the stimulus. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

Absolutely NO. Our people are in financial crisis, and for government to burden them 
anymore, with the possibility of taxing people out of their homes, NO. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

Although I am familiar with the subject, and supportive of the jobs it will create, as a council 
member, I would need to review the options. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

More public, affordable, subsidized housing and programs for chronics. Revisit the Waihee 
administration homeless plan, review, alter to meet today's need and implement. I support 
one-way tickets back to whence many came. 

KEOKI LEONG 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?actio...ouncil_District_3_candidates.html&partnerID=356589  (10 of 17) [4/5/2009 2:00:34 AM] 

AR00082327 



City Council District 3 candidates - News - Starbulletin.com  

Age: 29 

Profession or current employment: Director of research in the Senate Minority Office at 
the state Legislature. 

Other pertinent experience: Chief of staff for Sen. Bob Hogue; chief of staff for Rep. Kika 
Bukoski; bachelor of arts in justice administration from Hawaii Pacific University; Metropolitan 
Police Reserve Office Program; International Association of Lions; Kaneohe Neighborhood 
Board; Kaneohe Bay Regional Council; American Cancer Society; Hawaii Foodbank; Damien 
Memorial School football 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

I believe my continued community involvement through service organizations and leadership 
roles in the Lions Club as Windward Zone chairman, Kaneohe Neighborhood Board as Haiku 
Task Force chairman, Kaneohe Bay Regional Council, American Cancer Society as the 
Windward Community coordinator, and Honolulu Police Department as a Metropolitan Police 
Recruit demonstrate my commitment. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

The biggest problem facing the constituents in District 3 is the economy. Many small business 
owners have been forced to close operations and larger businesses are reducing the size of 
their workforce. Employee benefits and services are being cut, with more to come as the state 
looks for ways to balance the budget. As councilman, I would push legislation to expedite 
processing shovel-ready projects that allow local labor to return to work. I would move 
forward initiatives that alleviate the barriers posed before small business owners. Finally, I 
would dispute tax increases that weigh on the everyday lives of constituents. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

I am opposed to raising property taxes to balance the city budget. In today's economy, many 
of our neighbors are struggling to make ends meet. As councilman, I would utilize current 
technologies and improved systems allowing the city to operate more efficiently and lead to 
cost savings. I would go on to encourage partnerships with community organizations and 
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volunteer programs to augment city projects, such as Honolulu Police Department's volunteer 
reserve program. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

In the 2008 election, I personally voted against rail, but supported letting the people of 
Honolulu decide the fate of this issue. If elected, I will respect the results of the 2008 election 
and continue moving the rail project forward, but in the process, I will work tirelessly to 
address concerns including funding, if it would effectively address traffic concerns, and 
utilizing local labor. I will also actively pursue alternative sources of funding. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

As councilman, I would collaborate with state departments and private organizations to 
develop community-driven shelters that offer educational and skill-training opportunities. I 
would investigate ways of integrating cultural ideologies that encourage and impress upon 
residents the importance of being productive individuals. Funding for these shelters may be 
supplemented by federal and cultural grants, potentially rent, where these facilities would act 
as a stepping stone towards a more average standard of living. 

SOL NALUA'I 

Age: not provided 

Profession or current employment: Retired 

Other pertinent experience: U.S. Air Force architectural and cartographic drafting engineer; 
bioresearch scientist, University of Utah; health inspector, Utah; family medicine-surgery; 
health plan consultant; Ministry Commission; mortgage financing. 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

1) U.S. citizen; 2) Hawaii resident in District 3; 3) Registered voter over age 18. 
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What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

City government focuses time and money on the second city of Kapolei with little attention to 
us. I seek Windward community-wide dialogue and input to petition for our new municipal 
government, the "Windward County," whose economic foundation is farming, fishing and 
ranching, to become the "breadbasket" for Hawaii. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

City government must be streamlined and consolidated to reduce unnecessary overlap, 
duplication and top heavy administration from 17 departments down to 12 departments or 
less, saving millions of tax dollars to balance the budget for infrastructure, public safety and 
community services, thus eliminating the need to raise property taxes. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

The majority of Oahu voters, City Council and city administration already voted in November 
2008 to support rail transit. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

City government needs to be proactive in partnerships with federal and state governments and 
private industry to collaborate in solutions to the different social segments and various 
categories of homelessness, to provide job training skills and affordable housing, so that they 
can become self-sufficient. 

TOM PICO Jr. 

Age: 65 

Profession/current employment: Health insurance regulation attorney, Department of 
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Commerce and Consumer Affairs 

Other pertinent experience: Windward resident for over 35 years. Kailua High School 
graduate, current chairman of Kailua High Alumni Endowment Fund. Former member and 
chairman of the Kailua Neighborhood Board. Former city deputy prosecutor. 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

Long-term commitment to our community and a record of public service qualify me to serve 
on the City Council. My family first moved to the Windward side in 1960 and we have been 
involved in our community for many years. I've served in city government for eight years as a 
deputy city prosecutor and also in state government as a deputy attorney general and 
presently as the health insurance regulation attorney for the state Department of Commerce 
and Consumer Affairs. I've served on the Kailua Neighborhood Board as a member and 
chairman and in the Kailua Community Association before there were neighborhood boards. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

Jobs and the economy are issue No. 1. The city must make every effort to secure federal and 
state funding to balance its budget and invest in infrastructure improvements to create jobs 
and reduce unemployment in our city. Oppose further expansion in residential neighborhoods 
and support enforcement of the law against unlicensed B&Bs and TVUs. Traffic is also a huge 
problem. Improvements to our traffic control system are a must. There is no reason why 
traffic through Kaneohe Town and Kailua Town gets stopped at four out of five traffic lights. 
We can computerize and coordinate traffic control to significantly reduce travel time and 
wasted fuel. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

There's never a good time to raise taxes, but now is the worst possible time to raise taxes. 
Economy and jobs and taxes are all parts of the same problem — the budget before the 
council calls for a nearly 10 percent property tax increase and raises numerous fees. Instead, 
the City Council should focus on reducing the cost of government. For those who think we 
have no other alternative, it's noteworthy that on the Big Island the proposed county budget 
actually lowers homeowner's property taxes. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

I signed the petition opposing rail transit and voted against it. But now that the majority of 
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voters have approved it, I will work to make sure that it is economically as cost effective as 
possible and as environmentally friendly as possible. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

Work with the state to provide shelters for those who need and want shelter and ensure that 
those who prefer to live and sleep in the streets and parks do not deprive others of the right 
to use the streets and parks. 

POHAI RYAN 

Age: 46 

Profession or current employment: Office manager to Sen. Brickwood Galuteria 

Other pertinent experience: Former executive director of the Kailua Chamber of Commerce; 
former executive director of the Democratic Party of Hawaii; former Kailua Neighborhood 
Board member (two terms); former commissioner, Neighborhood Board Commission, City & 
County of Honolulu; 12 years in nonprofit work, community volunteer, and experienced 
working with low income and government housing residents. 

What qualifies you to be a City Council member? 

I have worked in the community, I am from the community and I care about Windward 
Oahu's future and my varied background provide me with the tools I need to make practical 
decisions and the ability to work with other council members and constituents, while always 
keeping community as my purpose for service. 

What do you feel is the biggest problem facing District 3 and what would you do 
about it? 

Though I support improvements to West Oahu, as a councilnember representing District 3, I 
will need to monitor and advocate for District 3's share of improvements such as: completing 
the roof repair of Kailua District Park Gym, sewage treatment plant improvements and 
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updating, affordable housing for Windward Oahu, the designation of a "dog friendly" park, and 
more. Also, remaining true to the Hawaiian cultural values of ho'okipa (hospitality and 
inclusiveness) and aloha (tolerance), I support the continued work towards finding an 
amicable solution for owner operated B&Bs with clear restrictions and criteria. Before approval 
to open licensing can be considered, the issues of enforcement and control and limitations 
need to be clearly resolved. 

How do you feel about raising property taxes and other fees to balance the city 
budget? 

The Council needs to be sure that all current revenue sources have been evaluated, including 
current usage fees and efficiency of department management systems. I am opposed to 
raising property taxes but I also understand that this is the main source of revenue for the 
city. Until all means of revenue have been evaluated and improved we should not rush to the 
well because the well is getting dry in the current challenging economic climate. 

What is your stance on the city's planned rail transit project and how would you 
work to advance that position? 

The Oahu voters have approved the rail transit system. As a responsible councilmember, I will 
work to assure that the process will move forward with transparency and fairness. I will also 
work to assure that labor to build the project is not imported from out of state but that our 
trades workers, local residents, will benefit from the majority of the work and will be 
performed at all levels of expertise and pay scales. I will advocate for improvements and 
enhancements to existing transportation services currently available to our residents, thus rail 
transit not creating sacrifices for Windward residents. 

What should the city do about homelessness? 

We need to assist our residents who are down on their luck. We cannot simply shut them out 
of one park just so they can move on to another park. The parks are meant for recreational 
enjoyment for the public so working together with state agencies and nonprofit organizations 
to provide services and support to get people back on their feet is paramount. It will take 
leadership to bring all parties together to handle the issue with dignity and compassion but it 
can be done. 
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Honolulu hiring for rail transit division 

Proposed jobs will be some of highest-paying posts at Honolulu Hale 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

As Honolulu gears up to begin construction on an elevated commuter rail line, one of the early tasks is 
to find 44 new full-time employees to help manage the city's nascent Rapid Transit Division. 

The proposed new rail jobs come with an average salary of nearly $85,000 plus benefits. 

The 44 jobs include one full-time executive assistant position that pays $148,764 a year and five 
additional executive assistant positions that have an average annual salary of $129,636, according to 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann's budget request. 

The rail jobs will be some of the highest-paying posts at Honolulu Hale, where the mayor earns 
$136,428 a year, City Prosecutor Peter Carlisle makes $129,312 a year and city department heads 
make $118,344 year. 

The city says the high wages are needed to attract competent candidates to work on the train project. 
Still, the salary levels and the city's planned hiring pace concerns at least one council member. 

"Even those who voted in favor of transit (in November), I don't think they were voting to approve a very 
large, a very expensive and very permanent bureaucracy," said City Council member Duke Bainum. "If 
you're starting at that (wage level), imagine where they're going to be five, 10 years down the line when 
you have these built-in raises." 

Officials want to begin construction on the steel-wheel train in December and launch service between 
2013 and 2019. However, the project still needs to overcome several hurdles including federal approval 
of the project's environmental impact statement, federal approval of more than $1 billion in grants 
(expected in 2011) and a recession that's reduced near-term tax revenues for the project. 

Growth in the city's new Rapid Transit Division comes at a time when other city agencies are shaving 
costs and keeping salaries level in an effort to keep the budget balanced. The Rapid Transit Division is 
immune from those problems because its operations are funded by a half-cent surcharge to the general 
excise tax. That has raised nearly $324 million for the city since January 2007. 

City officials hope to use the tax to raise nearly $4.1 billion, on an inflation-adjusted basis, from 2007 
through 2022 to pay for the 20-mile rail system linking East Kapolei to Ala Moana. That, coupled with 
about $1.4 billion in anticipated federal money, is expected to pay the estimated $5.4 billion in capital 
costs associated with rail, according to the city's financial plan. 

budget deadline 
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Under the Hannemann administration's current budget proposal, the city's Rapid Transit Division will 
augment its 35 currently authorized staff positions and $2.7 million in salaries with another 44 positions 
and an added $4.2 million in salaries. The new positions include a host of technical, planning and 
architectural jobs. They also include an information officer job that pays $92,400 a year and an 
information specialist position that pays $82,128 a year. 

The City Council has until June 15 to complete the budget, including the new transit positions. 

Some of the new positions will be filled by people who currently work on the project, but are employed 
by city transit contractor Scottsdale, Ariz.-based InfraConsult LLC. 

Last year the Rapid Transit Division was authorized to fill 35 jobs. They included two executive assistant 
jobs paying an average salary of $108,372, a $126,516 deputy director job, and an $87,108 public 
communications administrator job. 

City transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka defended the salaries at a recent meeting with members of 
the City Council. 

"As we go out and look for qualified individuals to fill various positions within the Rapid Transit Division 
we're looking for some very specialized skills," Yoshioka said at the budget briefing. "Often times these 
are fairly highly compensated individuals right now that we're trying to get to come over to work within 
our division." 
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Pearl City work begins 

Deck replacement on H-1 east-bound to shut some lanes 

By gordon y.k. pang 
Advertiser Central O'ahu Writer 

Motorists who travel along H-1 Freeway into Honolulu from West or Central O'ahu weekday evenings or 
early mornings are being warned that their commute time may get a lot slower in the Pearl City area for 
about six to eight months starting today. 

The state Department of Transportation will conduct deck replacement repair work on the H-1 Pearl City 
viaduct east-bound between the H-1/H-2 merge and the Waimalu off-ramp. More specifically, the work 
will be along a 2,000-foot long stretch of the viaduct above the area between Lehua Avenue and 
Kamehameha Highway. 

From 7 p.m., Monday through Thursday, to 4 a.m the following day, only two of the five east-bound 
lanes will remain open during construction. 

What's more, about 2 to 3 a.m. on construction days, there may be only one lane open as workers pour 
concrete and let it set, said DOT spokeswoman Tammy Mori. 

"That's to minimize the vibrations while the cement is being poured and drying," she said. 

The speed limit may be reduced to 15 mph during construction periods. Motorists are advised to use 
alternate routes such as Kamehameha Highway or to adjust their commute times. 

No work will be done on the project on weekends. 

"We're taking a proactive approach by making these repairs before the road further deteriorates," said 
Jiro Sumada, deputy director of the DOT Highways Division, in a release. "This is one of our heaviest 
traveled corridors and we will try to minimize the impacts this project has on drivers, as best we can." 

The $7 million project is being undertaken by Triton Marine Construction Corp., which completed a 10- 
week deck replacement job on the Salt Lake viaduct two weeks ago. 

The Pearl City project was initiated following the repair work on the H-1 Salt Lake viaduct west-bound 
that was required after a large hole was discovered on the deck surface in January, Mori said. 

"They're both about the same age, this (Pearl City) one was constructed in 1969," she said. 

However, the extent of the work being done on the Pearl City viaduct is "much greater," she said. The 
Salt Lake project covered about 18,000 square feet while the Pearl City project will cover about 36,000 
square feet. 
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DOT crews identified two cracks along the Pearl City viaduct that needed "advance repairs," one just 
before Lehua and the other where H-1 goes over Kamehameha Highway, Mori said. 

"The crews will be working on 300 square feet per night, one work area at a time," Mori said. 

Triton crews also have been working on the airport viaduct. Work there is continuing and has been 
confined to weekends. 

That project consists of only paving repairs instead of the larger-scale deck replacements at Salt Lake 
and Pearl City, Mori said. 

Triton is the only contractor at this time capable of doing the viaduct work, she said. 
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CURRENT CITY TRANSIT POSITIONS 

Position: 

Clerk Typist 

Sr. Clerk Typist 

Secretary III 

Secretary IV 

Records Mgnnt 
Analyst IV 

I Total Salary: 

$78,936 

$165,804 

$51,948 

$56,184 

$62,424 

1 

1 

1 

$70,224 

$85,428 

$75,972 

Land Acquisition II 
	

II 

Number: 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

Accountant V 

Fiscal Officer II 

Contracts Officer 
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KITV Report Shows 9 Transit Jobs Make More Than 
$100,000/Year 
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HONOLULU -- Several Honolulu City Council members want to reduce 
the city's budget for jobs in the city's Rail Transit Division. 

Add A Comment 

 

  

Video:  Mayor Requests Creating 

Last week, KITV was first to report the mayor's plans to create 44 
	 High Paying Transit Jobs 

positions beginning July 1. Among them are several high-paying jobs. The 
top city rail executive would be paid $148,000. That is more money a year than the mayor or his department 
heads make. 

Eight other transit executives would be paid more than $100,000. 

Councilman Duke Bainum wants to cut the salary funds in half to $1.8 million since he said the city should 
stagger hiring rail employees and will not need them all starting on July 1. 

Councilman Donovan Dela Cruz said he wants a smaller cut of $500,000 because the city will not hire for all 
those jobs immediately. 

Councilman Gary Okino said the jobs should be contract hires only so taxpayers won't have to cover the cost of 
fringe benefits, which is 61 percent of salaries. 

City budget documents show 35 rail transit jobs are already funded and the Hannemann Administration is asking 
for 44 more, starting July 1. That would raise the total of rail transit related salaries to $6.3 million and another 
$3.5 million for fringe benefits. 
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Planner VII 

Info Spclt III 

Librarian II 

Electrical Engineer VI 

Mechanical Engineer VI 

Chief Plans 
Examining Eng 

Traf Engineer III 

Public Comm. Administrator 

Civil Engineer VIII 

total: 

Officer  11 
Planner IV 

Planner VI 

Civil Engineer VI 

Architect VI 

Adnnin Svcs Offcr II 

Exec Asst I 

Second Deputy Director 

1  
$92,400 

1 $70,224 

2 $158,100 

3 $263,256 

1 $75,972 

1 $62,424 

3 	$263,256 

1 	$85,428 

1 $85,428 

1 $85,428 

1 $88,848 

1 $85,428 

1 	$71,664 

2 	$216,744 

1 	$126,516 

1 $87,108 

1 $91,440 

35 $2,656,584 
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PROPOSED CITY TRANSIT POSITIONS 

Position: Number: Total Salary: 

Executive Assitant II 1 $148,764 

Executive Assistant I 	5 	$648,180 

Information Officer 1 $92,400 

Civil Engineer VI 1 $92,400 

Planner VII 	 2 $184,800 

Information Specialist III 	1 	$82,128 

Planner VI 7 $574,896 

Procurement and 
Specification Spc VI 

1 $82,128 

Contracts Officer 	1 	$82,128 

Electrical Engineer V 2 $164,256 

Traffic Engineer II 2 $164,256 

Civil Engineer V 	 9 	$739,152 

Architect V 2 $164,256 

Graphic Production 
Artist II 

1 $71,112 

Administrative Specialist I 	1 $62,424 

Graphic Artist III 	1 	$60,744 

Traffic Technician VI 1 $60,744 

Records Management 
Analyst I 

1 $53,352 

Secretary III 	 1 	$54,012 

Secretary II 	 2 	$99,864 
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Purchasing Clerk I 	II 	1 	$42,684  

Total: 44 $3,724,680 
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Previous Story: 

• March 31, 2009: Transit Brings In High-Paid Positions  

Copyright 2009 by KITV.com  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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Rail transit 

Honolulu not as conducive as others 

I'm tired of reading about the rail systems of other cities. This is not Phoenix, Charlotte, Salt Lake 
or Puerto Rico; its Honolulu. Their light rail systems were built when the economy was good. 
Were building our expensive elevated rail system now, when the economy is in a bad recession 
and getting worse. Why not show the rails that are not working? 

Is the cost of living in those other cities as high as Honolulu? Our taxes are already high and the 
rail tax will increase (them) even more. The rail will transport many Honoluluans to the poor 
house, mark my word. 

Our bus company is the best in the nation and services the entire island, yet its not used by most 
of the resident population. Here, the car is a major part of our independent lifestyle and most 
households have at least two vehicles or more. If they don't use the bus, I don't think they'll use 
the rail. The politicians who voted for it sure won't. 

Finally, are these other cities as beautiful as Honolulu? I wonder how many tourist photographs 
will be ruined by this elevated ugliness in paradise? Soon, they'll go elsewhere to find beauty. 

K. T. Look I Honolulu 
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City to Hold Rail Station Community Workshops 

Reader Submitted 

The City and County of Honolulu will hold a series of workshops this spring and summer to educate 
communities from Kapolei to VVaipahu about rail stations to be built along the transit route and seek 
public input on the appearance of the seven stations in their area. 

The first of three community workshops for planned rail stations in VVaipahu will be held on Tuesday, 
April 14 from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at VVaipahu Intermediate School, 94-455 Farrington Highway. 

The two VVaipahu stations will be located at West Loch at the intersection of Farrington Highway and 
Leoku Street, and the VVaipahu Transit Center at the intersection of Farrington Highway and Mokuola 
Street. Two other VVaipahu workshops are scheduled for later this summer to follow-up with residents. 

"We welcome residents in each community to attend these workshops and contribute to the look and 
feel of the transit stations on aspects such as colors, landscaping and material finishes," said 
Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann. "The communities will be among the primary users of these 
stations, so we encourage residents' feedback on how the transit stop design can best reflect their 
area." 

The areas of the station to be discussed are the 'touch down' sections where the elevated portions of 
the stations meet the ground level, Hannemann said. Some of the categories include color, 
landscaping, entryway design, exterior and interior wall finishes, seating areas, and plaques and 
monuments for the station. 

Hannemann noted that more than a dozen local architecture firms are working on rail stations, and 
that a design guidebook has been developed by Dan Chun, a noted local architect and past president 
of the Honolulu chapter of the American Institute of Architects. 

Similar community-based workshops will be held later this spring for rail transit stations planned for 
the West Oahu area (East Kapolei, UH West Oahu and Hoopili area) and at Leeward Community 
College. 

All scheduled meetings will be from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. The initial 6.5-mile segment of the transit 
route will run from Kapolei to Pearl Highlands near Leeward Community College. The city is 
scheduled to break ground for the rail project at the end of the year and begin service for the first leg 
of the transit route in 2013. 

For more information on the community workshops, contact the project office at 566-2299 or at 
infor@honolulutransit.org .  

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dlEarticle?AID420090408/GETPUBLISHED/90408035&template=printart[4/8/2009  1:04:39 PM] 
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More than $100M in earmarks for Hawaii sought in U.S. 
House 
Isle delegation's list seeks hundreds of millions in funding 

By John Yaukey 
Advertiser Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — Hawai'i's U.S. House representatives have assembled a list of special projects to 
be inserted in the 2010 federal budget — including $58.5 million for Native Hawaiian programs, $30 
million for the city's commuter rail project and $28 million for the decades-old think tank East-West 
Center. 

These requests — or earmarks — follow a list of earmarked projects by Hawai'i's lawmakers 
contained in the $410 billion omnibus spending bill passed in March, which contained $372 million for 
Hawaii for the remainder of fiscal year 2009, which ends Sept. 30. 

The Senate is expected to disclose its 2010 earmark requests in the coming weeks. 

Earmarks make up a tiny percentage of federal spending, but despite efforts to reduce them and 
make it easier for the public to see who requested what, they remain controversial. 

Hawai'i's congressional delegation has been unrepentant in supporting the earmark process and going 
after them. The state's 2010 earmark list contains scores of funding requests totaling hundreds of 
millions of dollars. 

"The majority of my requests are in line with areas I continue to focus on in my work in Congress — 
educational, agricultural and infrastructure projects, as well as renewable-energy programs in Hawaii," 
said Democratic Rep. Mazie Hirono. "The funding requests will strengthen our state's economy over 
the long term while addressing the immediate budgetary needs for these programs." 

Hawai'i's other House member, Democrat Neil Abercrombie, could not be reached for comment on 
this story. 

some top requests 
Some of Hawai'i's top earmark requests for the 2010 budget include: 

• $34.3 million for education services for Native Hawaiians. 

• $14.2 million for Native Hawaiian healthcare. 

• $10 million for affordable-housing programs for Native Hawaiians eligible to live on Hawaiian 
Homelands. 

• $15 million to help farmers in Hawaii, Alaska and the Pacific basin. 

• $13.6 million for waterfront work at Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard. 

• $8 million to expand Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. 

Both of Hawai'i's House members posted their earmark requests on their Web sites in accordance 
with a new requirement to make the funding process more transparent. They also have to state who 
would get the money and why its a good use of taxpayer dollars. 

http: //www.honoluluadvertiser. com/app  s/pbc s. dll/artic le?AID=/20 0 9 04 0 8/NEWS 0 1 /9 040 8 0 3 8 8 &template=printart [4/8/20 0 9 1: 06: 03 PM] 
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In the past, most lawmakers have disclosed only those requests that were approved for funding. 

Some earmarks requested for Hawaii are the sort that opponents of the process have mocked as 
frivolous — $4.8 million for a bike path on Kauai, $3 million to pay for an environmental impact 
statement on a fruit fly rearing and sterilization facility, and $233,000 for papaya research. 

"With some lawmakers there's just an insatiable appetite for these projects," said Steve Ellis, vice 
president of Washington-based Taxpayers for Common Sense. "They're perfectly happy to get their 
piece of the pie and call it a day." 

inouye's long coattails 
There's no guarantee Hawaii will get all the earmarks its lawmakers request. But the power of 
Democratic Sen. Daniel K. Inouye, chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee, ensures that 
most of the requests will be well-protected through the budget process, which typically does not end 
until the summer. 

"Hawai'i's House members have some long coattails they can ride over on the Senate side," Ellis 
said. 

Inouye is expected to duplicate much of the House request list when senators post all their earmarks. 

Earmarks have played a role in lobbying and campaign finance scandals. They've also been criticized 
because project funding is distributed less on comparative merit than on clout, including a lawmakers 
committee assignment or leadership post and whether the lawmakers party is in the majority or he or 
she faces a competitive re-election. 

Inouye contends earmarks are fine as long as lawmakers are open about what they're requesting. 

"The problem is not earmarks," he said in a statement. "The problem is the secrecy, which led to 
abuses in the past." 

Inouye contends many earmarked projects have proven invaluable. 

He cites the East-West Center as an example, even though earmark opponents say it shouldn't be 
funded through the federal budget. 

"The center ... is recognized nationally and internationally for its ability to strengthen relations and 
understanding among the peoples and nations of Asia, the Pacific and the United States," he said. 
"There are numerous other examples of programs, facilities and infrastructure that have been created 
or funded through earmarks that have greatly benefited the American people." 

http: //www.honoluluadvertiser. com/app  s/pbc s. dll/artic le?AID=/20 0 9 04 0 8/NEWS 0 1 /9 040 8 0 3 8 8 &template=printart [4/8/20 0 9 1: 06: 03 PM] 
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Miffeek 
The Legislature's Big Money Grab 
April 08, 2009 

By Rick Hamada 

The dire economic news of today will not be reversed if our state Legislature has its way. There is a spate of 

tax and fee hike proposals still alive at The Big Square Building with one objective: to make you give more of 

your money to them. 

We are facing an astounding $2 billion deficit in our state budget. There are only about 1 million people in 

Hawaii. Unless there is a dramatic cut in state services and/or personnel, or an unprecedented reduction of 

overall expenditures, we will see the greatest money grab ever effected by our government in history, and 

every man, woman and child will be affected. 

Those of us on Oahu are still reeling from the General Excise Tax surcharge implemented to help pay for the 

rail transit system. There's been more than a quarter billion dollars taken out of our local economy since its 

inception. Yes, there are relatively few who are financially benefitting from this project, but the vast majority of 

people will not. Ironically, these are the same people (along with tourists) who are bankrolling this venture. If 

there is an additional increase in the GET, you bet these folks will be the ones who will feel pain. 

{embed="elements/box_ad"} 

The proposal to increase the General Sales Tax is found in SB 1346. Although the bill is in the House, there 

is no percentage of increase documented. It could be .5 percent, 1 percent, 3 percent or 5 percent. Pick one. 

The city levied a .5 percent increase the last time. The state could easily double or triple that rate. 

Possible? Well, anything is possible and, in tough times, it would be nice to add millions to the coffers with 

one fell swoop. 

Yes, from an accounting standpoint, it would seem easy to increase the GET. All you have to do is pass the 

bill and vote to override an anticipated veto, then it's a done deal. 

As a matter of fact, there are several bills seeking out your wallet. SB 199 would sunset or repeal all tax 

credits. HB 1747 calls for an increase in the income tax rate for those earning $100,000 per year, and SB 

1678 would tax out of state Internet and mail-order purchases. I suppose, from a bean counter's perspective, it 

makes sense. But we are not statistics or columns on a balance sheet. We are people. And sometimes 

bureaucrats forget that. 

The sheer amount of money being discussed at the federal, state and local levels is staggering. Whether it's 

millions, billions or trillions, our eyes just glaze over and we tend to lose perspective on just how much this all 

really is. 

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"} 

For instance, it takes two people counting (by ones) 39 days to reach 1 million. One billion is a number 

followed by nine zeros. And a trillion? Think of how small a grain of salt is. A trillion grains of salt would fill an 

average-size classroom, top to bottom. Imagine if each grain of salt was a dollar bill. You get the picture. 

We're approximately two thirds of the way through this legislative session, and now is the time to voice your 

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/the_legislatures_big_money_grab/[4/8/2009  1:05:22 PM] 
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strong opinion regarding taxes and fees. If you are pleased with the direction our state is taking, by all means 

let your representative know. But if you subscribe to John F. Kennedy and Ronald Reagan's belief that cutting 

taxes in a down economy is the best solution, then you must inform your representative. 

Hopefully, we won't get to the point where the Legislature will actually pass a tax increase when bankruptcies 

and business failures are so high. But, if they do, now is a good time to support Gov. Lingle and her efforts to 

not raise taxes. It may be the power of her veto pen that will ultimately save the day. 

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/ace_article/the_legislatures_big_money_grab/  

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/the  jegislatures_big_money_grab/[4/8/2009 1:05:22 PM] 
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April 9, 2009 

'Magic bus' gets tryout on O'ahu 

Red, white and blue vehicle tested as greener alternative 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

A new red, white and blue bus will ply Honolulu roads during a month-long demonstration project. 

The new bus isn't testing a new patriotic color scheme for the city's popular mass transit service. Rather, 
the 45-foot-long bus is being tested as an alternative to the city's current fleet of 40-foot-long buses and 
65-foot-long articulated buses. City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said the intermediate-sized 
bus could fill a niche role in Honolulu's 531-bus fleet. 

"This is kind of like your mama bear: not too big, not too small, just right," he said during a news 
conference at Honolulu Hale yesterday. "This provides us the opportunity to better utilize our resources 
fully. 

The bus is made primarily of lightweight composite materials in Anniston, Ala., by North American Bus 
Industries Inc. Diesel versions cost about $100,000 more than the city's $400,000, 40-foot, 37-seat 
diesel buses. However, the new buses promise to have lower life-cycle costs while resulting in less wear 
and tear on Honolulu roads. 

The new bus will debut on the beach bus run, before eventually being tested on Route 1 (Kamuki-
Kalihi), Route 40 (Makaha-Ala Moana) and Route 52 (Wahiawa Circle Isle). 

The 46-seat bus will be tested for one month to gauge fuel efficiency, customer satisfaction and how 
well they work on Honolulu roads. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann said the evaluation of the "magic bus" is part of an effort to keep TheBus 
innovative. There's no timeline for making a decisions to buy the $500,000 bus. 

"Obviously this is a demonstration project, but we're very sanguine about the prospects that this bus 
could in fact be a part of our bus fleet," Hannemann said. 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090409/NEWS09/904090346&template=pnntart  [4/9/2009 6:56:22 AM] 
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Red, blue ... and new to the streets 
The city will test a longer bus prototype over the next 30 days 

By B.J. Reyes   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 09, 2009 

If you happen to be taking TheBus along Route 2 (Kalihi-Waikiki) today, don't be 
alarmed by the patriotic-looking bus. 

Hanneman Unveils New City Bus 

It's a composite bus that is made of resin and fibers, explained as a kind of cross between 
surf board and boat building technology. 

[ Watch ] 

11. II 11X.Otil 

The red, white and blue transport emblazoned with the familiar "TheBus" logo is a 
prototype being tested by the city. 

Officials say the prototype -- known as the Compo bus -- is five feet longer than standard 
40-foot buses used on Oahu and can accommodate up to 47 seats, about 10 more than the 

AR00082348 



regular models. 

It's made of a composite, carbon-fiber material similar to the body of a Corvette, which is 
lighter than steel but does not rust, adding two to three years to the life of the vehicle. The 
composite also makes the Compo bus about 1,000 pounds lighter than standard 40-foot 
buses. 

The Compo bus could be used on routes where 40-foot buses are overcrowded at peak 
hours, but longer 60-foot extended buses are emptier during off-peak times, officials said. 

City officials are testing the Compo bus on various routes starting today with the Kalihi-
Waikiki line. It will be used on other lines over the 30-day testing period, including 
Route 1 (Kalihi-Hawaii Kai), Route 40 (Honolulu-Makaha) and Route 52 (Circle Isle). 

The goal is to determine if the buses are more efficient by carrying more passengers, 
achieving better gas mileage and lessening the load on Oahu's roadways. 

"We're going to test it out," said Roger Morton, general manager of Oahu Transit 
Services, the agency that operates TheBus. "We haven't made a commitment to buy any." 

Morton estimated that if proven effective, the Compo buses could replace up to 120 of 
the fleet's 40-foot models. 

The Compo bus, with a diesel engine and outfitted for Oahu use, costs about $500,000, 
about $100,000 more than a standard 40-foot bus. It also can be outfitted with a hybrid or 
compressed natural gas fuel system at a higher cost. 

Oahu Transit Services plans to hand out passenger surveys and also solicit feedback from 
drivers and managers. 

"Obviously, this is a demonstration project, but we're very sanguine about the prospect 
that this bus could, in fact, be a part of our bus fleet," said Mayor Mufi Hannemann. 

The Compo bus is produced by North American Bus Industries Inc., in Anniston, Ala., 
and is being provided to the city free of charge during the 30-day test period. 

Bill Coryell, vice president of west region sales for the bus manufacturer, said the Compo 
bus has been in use in Los Angeles and parts of Arizona, including Phoenix and Tempe. 

"It's a young product. It's relatively new," Coryell said. "I think it's a very elegant bus 
that's ideally suited to many operations in the United States, including those here in the 
islands." 
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Free Video Presentation and Panel: "Transit 
is Coming" The Impact on Honolulu," 
moderated by Howard Dicus 

Date 
Apr 21, 2009 
6:00 pm until 8:00 pm 
On Tuesday, April 21, the Oahu architecture community is hosting a 
moderated discussion and video presentation on the impact of rail transit on 
Oahu from a number of perspectives. 

Howard Dicus of KGMB, Hawaii Public Radio and PBS Hawaii will moderate 
a panel that includes architect Sid Char, AIA, immediate past president of 
AIA Honolulu; Wayne Yoshioka, director of Honolulu's Department of 
Transportation Services; and Mike Hunneman, president of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers Hawaii. 

Island architects hope to use the presentation as a launching point for a 
Description discussion about how rail will affect our community from the Ewa Plain 

through Downtown and Waikiki. Members of the public are invited to join in 
a lively interchange on an issue that will undoubtedly alter our island home. 

The "Transit is Coming: The Impact on Honolulu" video/discussion event will 
take place at the Honolulu Design Center's Cupola Theater on Kapiolani 
Boulevard. The public is invited to mix and mingle with the architecture 
community during no-host cocktails from 5:30 p.m. The panel discussion 
and video presentation begins at 6 p.m. 

For more information and to register for the free panel discussion, visit the 
AIA Honolulu Web site at www.aiahonolulu.org  or call (808) 545-4242. 
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Letters to the editor 
For Friday, April 10, 2009 

Holmes might not want to keep Kailua quiet 

I just don't understand Steve Holmes and the Stop Rail Now group. Stop Rail Now has 
endorsed Holmes for the vacant City Council seat formerly held by the late Barbara 
Marshall. As a lawmaker, Marshall was a strong believer and defender of the democratic 
process. She also wanted to "keep the country country" and "keep Kailua Kailua." Last 
November the people of Oahu voted to build rail and she respected that decision. Now 
comes Holmes with the backing of the Stop Rail group, who both want to undermine the 
decision to build rail and overturn the will of the people. 

Holmes professes to be a champion of the environment and open space. Rail is good for 
the environment and would reduce automobile pollution and direct development and 
growth to west Oahu. But as an alternative to rail, Holmes proposes a third urban center 
for the island. Since Honolulu and Kapolei are the two urban centers we already have, a 
third urban area would be in Kailua, Kaneohe, Mililani, Wahiawa or Hawaii Kai, which 
are communities that don't want any more development. 

Tell me, is this the kind of leadership that we want or need on the Council? 

Terri Ann Yamamoto 
Honolulu 
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Land prices for Hawaii rail route jump $100 million since 2006 

Projected real estate costs have jumped $100M since 2006 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Honolulu real estate prices are expected to fall over the next three years, but the estimated cost of 
acquiring land to build Honolulu's elevated commuter train is going up. 

In late 2006, the city estimated it would need $70 million to purchase land for the rail project. Now the 
estimate is between $160 million to $170 million, according to budget documents recently filed with the 
City Council. 

To be sure, $160 million to $170 million is a fraction of the overall estimated $5.4 billion cost of the 
project. However, the more than 128 percent rise in projected real estate costs highlights concerns 
raised by critics and others that the city's financial projections for the project are unrealistically low. 

The increase in real estate costs "seems counter-intuitive," said Robert Thomas, managing attorney for 
the Pacific Legal Foundation's Hawaii Center, which lobbies for property owner rights. "That seems odd. 
If anything, property values are flat. That either says they grossly undervalued the properties before or 
that they're adding more things (to the budget)." 

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said the project budgets that reflect the increased land 
costs contain rough estimates that are likely to change as the project progresses. Yoshioka said he did 
not know whether estimated land costs for the project had increased overall. 

The rail project, which will be the the state's largest public works project, will affect O'ahu property 
owners in a variety of ways. Some, including those closest to the 21 planned train stations, could see 
property values increase. 

Conversely, owners of property near the train tracks but far from the stations may face nuisance effects 
from increased noise and the unsightly elevated structures. That could lower their land values. 

Another set of property owners will have no choice but to sell all or a portion of their land to make way 
for the elevated guideway and stations. 

The city plans to build the elevated, approximately 26-foot-wide East Kapolei to Ala Moana guideway 
within existing street rights of way and on government-owned land. However, the guideway and its 50- 
foot-wide stations will still require acquiring all, or portions of 182 properties including 20 homes 
primarily in an area near the H-1/H-2 merge known as the Banana Patch. 

Those train-related acquisitions are expected to start within the next year. 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090412/NEWS09/904120374&template=pnntart  (1 of 3) [4/12/2009 8:43:12 AM] 
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land purchases 

From the city's standpoint, the timing of real estate purchases could be favorable. That's because local 
real estate values are projected to decline this year through at least 2011, according to the University of 
Hawai'i Research Organization. 

The city is planning to spend the first $30 million to $35 million on land acquisition and tenant relocation 
between July of this year through June of next year, according to budget plans. Those purchases will 
come in advance of construction of the project's first phase in December. The train would open in 
phases between 2013 and 2019. 

That timetable is contingent on the city receiving federal approval of the project's environmental impact 
study. 

"While we're doing a lot of prep, we can't actually go forward and consummate" land acquisitions, 
Yoshioka said. "We're not permitted to do any of that until you have the ROD, the record of decision." 

Because mass transit serves a broad public purpose, there's likely little legal basis for preventing the 
city from acquiring property needed to build the train. The city said it will offer owners fair market value 
based on an appraisal. However, the timing of the purchases is in the city's hands. That has some 
property owners worried. 

all about timing 

Jim Frierson, who operates Island Pool & Spa on Kona Street, has known for at least three years the 
city may need to buy his property to build the rail. That has limited his ability to sell the property, which 
has an assessed valuation of about $5.7 million, he said. 

"Anyone buying it would essentially be gambling on the train not being built," Frierson said. "It would be 
very hard to make the argument that the value of the property would go up in the future." 

Meanwhile, Frierson said he fully expects property values to go down at least in the near-term future — 
a situation that favors the city. 

"In theory, they can force you to sell at a substantially reduced value, and — in a worst-case scenario — 
they could force me to sell below my mortgage," he said. "If the market goes way down, I could actually 
find myself having to buy my way off my own property. It's very different than a voluntary sale of 
property because timing is everything in real estate." 

At least one property owner is ready and willing to sell property to the city. Beverly Rodrigues owns a 
single-family home on Dillingham Boulevard that's slated to be purchased to make room for a train 
station. She said she expects the city to offer a fair price for the home. 

"I'm not concerned about it," said Rodrigues, who lives in Pacific Heights. "I'm really for this rail system. 
If they're going to take my property, or our property, I have no qualms with that." 

The Pacific Legal Foundation's Thomas, said property owners can expect the city to drive a hard 
bargain when it comes time to buy needed lands. 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090412/NEWS09/904120374&template=pnntart  (2 of 3) [4/12/2009 8:43:12 AM] 
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"Historically, government offers are low," he said. "My guess is there's not going to be any difference 
now. 

"The city's position is that they are protecting the taxpayers' wallet. They're not in the business of saying 
let's give you a little extra because of what we're doing to you." 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090412/NEWS09/904120374&template=pnntart  (3 of 3) [4/12/2009 8:43:12 AM] 
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Letter to the Editor 

Transit system 

Visual impacts must be acknowledged 

From the day the city announced its plan for the Honolulu transit system The Outdoor Circle has 
been pressured by all sides to take a position. But to avoid a knee-jerk reaction, we have dutifully 
participated in the process in just about every way possible. 

In the end we have concluded that in its nearly 100-year history, we have seen no other proposal 
that holds the potential to degrade the landscape and change the character of our communities 
as greatly as this project. While its ability to ease Oahu traffic is debatable, its negative impact on 
the visual environment cannot be denied. 

The Outdoor Circle believes the city has substantially downplayed the visual impacts the project 
will have on our communities and our quality of life. Nor does its draft environmental impact 
statement offer acceptable mitigation for the harm this project will inflict. 

We believe the final environmental impact state-ment must acknowledge the mountain of 
negative impacts this project will create and present effective mitigation plans. If this is not done 
the city should abandon the proposed above-ground system and replace it with an alternative that 
will not be as destructive and divisive as the current proposal. 

Betsy Connors I President, The Outdoor Circle 
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Council poised to sink TheBoat 
By B.J. Reyes 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 14, 2009 

A $5 million subsidy for the Oahu commuter ferry, better known as TheBoat, was among 
the early casualties as the City Council Budget Committee began crafting the city's 
operating budget for the fiscal year that starts July 1. 

The committee also advanced Mayor Mufi Hannemann's proposal to increase the real 
property tax rate by 30 cents, placing it at $3.59 per $1,000 of property valuation. 

Along with increases in various city fees, the administration and Council are aiming to 
close a $50 million budget gap in the coming fiscal year. 

Budget Chairman Nestor Garcia also proposed a series of spending cuts, including money 
set aide for the mayor's contingency fund, the Honolulu Commission on Culture and the 
Arts and the Honolulu City Lights program in the Department of Customer Services, 
among others. 

Garcia has said he wants to start a discussion about the possibility of trimming the size of 
government. 

The proposal to cut $5 million for TheBoat was suggested by four Council members. 
Since its launch in September with help from a $5 million federal grant, TheBoat has 
been plagued by mechanical problems, which have led to low ridership. 

"Given our current fiscal picture, we cannot afford a $5 million system that costs 
taxpayers over $120 a person for a round trip," Councilman Charles Djou said. "We need 
to tighten our budget, and TheBoat is beyond our community's fiscal means." 

Hannemann's administration is studying the ferry project and expects to release a report 
by the end of the month. The mayor has said he would discontinue the service if it proved 
too expensive. 
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Steeper cuts might be necessary. 

Council budget talks come as state legislators prepare to pass various budget proposals, 
including one that would divert the hotel room tax — a key source of county revenue — 
to help make up the state's own budget shortfall. Oahu's share of the hotel room tax 
would be about $43 million. 
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Community 
Input 
Requested 
For Rail 
Stations 
Written by Tina Chau - tchau@kgmb9.com  

A city model depicts the basic design for all 
the transit stations. Everything else from the 

roof color to the entryway design will be largely up to the community. 
More than 100 people showed up at Waipahu Intermediate School for a 
transit workshop to give their input. 

"I think it needs to set into the background," said one attendee, "the 
community it is going in, the architecture should fall into the same 
place." 

These renderings show the possibilities; maybe an ornate entrance for 
the Chinatown station; something more modern downtown or a tropical 
design for other parts of the island like Waipahu. There will be two 
stations in Waipahu; both along Farrington Highway. 

The drawings are ideas for families to think about before weighing in. 

"It could be anything from the plantation history to just the various 
cultures," said rail project spokesperson Scott Ishikawa about the 
possible themes for the stations. 

Some at the workshop said their priority would be protection from the 
rain and wind. 

"What I asked about the rail is just a matter of potential passengers 
being exposed to inclement weather," said Robert Kakalia, who is a 
Waipahu Neighborhood Board Member, "are we still going to get wet with 
the wind blowing while utilizing the facility." 

The ideas from Tuesday's workshop will be incorporated into designs and 
sketches which will then be shown at a later date. 

http://kgmb9  com/main/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16260&pop=l&page=0&Itemid=40 (1 of 2) [4/14/2009 11:53:32 PM] 
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KHNL NBC 8 Honolulu Hawaii-Waipahu residents give input on look of rail stations 
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Waipahu residents give input on look of rail stations 
Posted: April 14, 2009 10:39 PM 

Updated: April 15, 2009 10:34 AM 

By Zahid Arab - bio I email   

WAIPAHU (KHNL) - It isn't set to be up and running until 2011, 
but Tuesday night Waipahu residents got a chance to weigh-in 
on the look of the $5.4 billion Honolulu Mass Rail Transit 
system's stations to be built in their neighborhood. 

Waipahu will have two "touch down" stations, that's where 
elevated portions of the total 20 mile rail route meets the 
ground level. Tuesday was the community's chance to 
accessorize 

Watering. Pruning precise. 

"I make shapes," said Waipahu resident Art Agudong. 

Art Agudong's green thumb is just that, a work of art. From the 
stems in his yard to the rail's future Waipahu Transit Center 
down the street at the intersection of Farrington Highway and 
Mokuola Street, he cares about the look of his community. 

"Let them grow a little bit and then keep shape shape shape like 
that," said Agudong. 

That's why the City and County of Honolulu is holding a series of 
three workshops to include area residents input on the station's 
designs. 

"What they want, what type of colors, what they want in the 
entry way, type of landscaping," said spokesperson Scott 
Ishikawa. 

That makes Joe Hunkin happy. 

"If all the families are involved, it's going to be a great success, 
it's going to be great for the people," said Waipahu Resident Joe 
Hunkin. 

http://www.khnl.com/global/story.asp?s=10185496&ClientType=Printable  (1 of 2) [4/16/2009 10:08:51 PM] 

AR00082359 



KHNL NBC 8 Honolulu Hawaii-Waipahu residents give input on look of rail stations 

A second station is set to be constructed at Farrington Highway 
and Leoku Street. The trains will carry up to 6,000 passengers 
per hour, running every three, six and ten minutes depending 
on the time of day. That's all set in stone, but the community 
will come up with each station's exteriors. 

"We want each station to best reflect the character of the 
community," said Ishikawa. 

And for Agudong it's important to make the stations a positive, 
plentiful addition to his community. 

The rail will get Waipahu residents to the airport in 18 minutes, 
downtown in 30 minutes and to the Ala Moana Center in about 
34 minutes. 

Project designers will take Tuesday night's input and draft 
sketches to be presented to the public at a second meeting next 
month. 

11.4  WORLDNOW 

All content C) Copyright 2000 - 2009 WorldNow and KHNL, a  Raycom Media  station. All Rights Reserved. 

For more information on this site, please read our  Privacy Policy  and  Terms of Service. 
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EPA wants Honolulu to change rail route to save tiny 
community 

City's failure to study alternatives, full route also questioned by agency 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has urged Honolulu officials to alter the route of a planned 
$5.4 billion commuter train to avoid displacing a small VVaiawa neighborhood. 

The agency also has asked the city to justify why alternatives to an elevated rail line, such as light rail 
at street level and bus rapid transit, weren't evaluated in the project's environmental impact study. 
Those and other concerns were lodged with the city and the Federal Transit Administration as part of 
an ongoing federal environmental review. 

Overall, the EPA expressed an intermediate level of concern with the 20-mile, East Kapolei-to-Ala 
Moana train, said Carolyn Mulvihill, the EPA's lead reviewer for the project. 

However, some of the agency's recommendations, such as a change in the route, could require the 
city to prepare what's called a supplemental environmental impact statement. That would disrupt a 
timeline that calls for construction to begin in December. Federal approval of the train project's 
environmental study is a major hurdle in the city's effort to get $1.4 billion in federal money to build 
the line. 

City transportation director Wayne Yoshioka said project officials were working with the EPA to 
address the concerns. 

"A project of this magnitude has got to have environmental impacts that have to be addressed," he 
said. "But we don't see any red flags in there." 

The EPA isn't the only agency that's asking the city to explain why the environmental impact 
statement didn't analyze the potential impacts of various ground-level transit alternatives. Major 
landowner Kamehameha Schools, the American Institute of Architects and other groups have urged 
the city to build a ground-level train that would cost less and create less visual blight. 

The city eliminated ground-level transit options long ago on concerns that a ground-level train would 
interfere with road traffic, operate at slower speeds and generate lower ridership and higher long-term 
costs. 

Later Impacts 
The EPA also asked the city study to include information on the environmental impacts of the full 
planned 30-mile-plus route from West Kapolei to the University of Hawaii-Manoa campus. The 
current version of the environmental study only considers the impacts of several shorter 20-mile rail 
alignments from West Kapolei to Ala Moana. 

"The extensions should be viewed as reasonably foreseeable future actions and, as such, should be 
analyzed thoroughly in the cumulative impact analysis," according to the EPA's comments, dated Feb. 
12. 

Those comments were obtained and released by  www.Honolulutraffic.com ,  which opposes the train 
project in favor of a managed highway lane alternative. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID420090415/NEWS01/904150413&template=printart[4/15/2009  9:15:03 AM] 
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The city has decided not to release the more than 200 comments that were submitted in response to 
the draft environmental impact study that was released late last year. As a result, most of those 
comments probably will not become publicly available until later this year. 

Some agencies such as the EPA have voluntarily released their comments, while others such as Ala 
Moana Center owner General Growth Properties have refused to release them. 

The city is currently in the process of responding to those comments, which cover a range of 
concerns about noise, aesthetics, archaeological conservation, energy use and more. 

Bit of old hawai'i 

Among the concerns the city will need to address are social justice issues surrounding plans to 
relocate a small community between Kamehameha and Farrington highways. The so-called "Banana 
Patch" is a corner of old Hawaii where residents still live without county water, street lights or 
sidewalks. It is a predominantly Asian neighborhood with 55 residents, 10 homes and a church, 
according to the city's environmental impact study. 

The area is to be converted into a park-and-ride lot that has been identified as a key way to funnel 
North Shore and Central Oahu commuters onto the rail system. The EPA has asked the city to 
identify and select an alternative alignment that would eliminate the need to relocate the community. 

Some Banana Patch property owners, such as Sam Alipio, have said they don't want to be forced out. 
"No, we don't want to move," Alipio said. 

Alipio's property has four homes and is valued at $311,000, according to city property tax records. 
Family members have said they're worried the property's value isn't enough to purchase a 
comparable location. 

Cliff Slater, chairman of www.Honolulutraffic.com , said the EPA's concerns could force the city to 
conduct a supplemental environmental impact study. "That could delay things a year," he said. 

That would provide the group with added time to try to rally the community to oppose the project. 

At this point, the city isn't expecting to encounter any significant delays. 

"We fully believe we've done things by the book according to the FTA rules and the FTA seems to be 
comfortable with what were doing," said transportation director Yoshioka. "Right now it doesn't appear 
that there have been any issues that have been raised that would point us to (doing) a supplemental 
(environmental impact study)." 

Additional Facts 
Benefits of elevated rail 

• Lower operational costs 
• Higher ridership 
• Faster speeds 
• Less disruption to existing roadways 

BENEFITS OF LIGHT RAIL/BUS RAPID TRANSIT 

• Lower construction costs 
• Shorter time to build 
• Less energy to build 
• Doesn't block mauka-makai view corridors 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID420090415/NEWS01/904150413&template=printart[4/15/2009  9:15:03 AM] 
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TheBoat poised to lose city funding 
It remains unclear if council will kill commuter ferry 

Advertiser Staff 

The City Council has taken the first step toward scuttling the city's costly commuter ferry. 

The Budget Committee this week voted to eliminate $5 million in funding for the ferry running 
between Downtown Honolulu and West Oahu. Budget Committee Chairman Nestor Garcia said it is 
still unclear if the council will kill the service. The budget isn't expected to be finalized until next 
month. 

The council is discussing eliminating TheBoat, raising property taxes and increasing fees for various 
city services to deal with a $50 million budget shortfall in the fiscal year that begins July 1. 

TheBoat ferry commuter service has suffered from maintenance and ridership setbacks. TheBoat 
launched service between Aloha Tower and Kalaeloa Pier in September 2007 and was funded by a 
federal grant. That grant runs out in the upcoming fiscal year and the program will have to be entirely 
paid for by taxpayers. 

In February, Mayor Mufi Hannemann ordered an assessment of TheBoat to help decide whether to 
continue the $5-million-a-year city-sponsored service. That report is due late this month. 

"A lot of this really hangs on the end of the month report by the administration," Garcia said. "It's one 
foot in the grave, but nothing is really dead until the budget is passed." 

Riders pay only $4 for a roundtrip ticket. But it costs Oahu taxpayers an additional $120 per 
passenger to operate the service. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID420090415/NEWS09/904150381&template=printart[4/15/2009  9:19:33 AM] 
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Hannemann says rail route won't be altered to bypass 'Banana 
Patch' 

Advertiser Staff 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann today said the route of Honolulu's $5.4 billion train won't be altered to avoid 
a small VVaiawa neighborhood. 

However, the 55 or so residents that may be forced to move out of the area will be compensated, he 
said during a news conference. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has urged the city to alter the 20-mile elevated train's 
route to avoid the area known as the "Banana Patch." 
Hannemann said his administration has had extensive talks with area residents, but has no plans to 
change the train's route to avoid relocating the small community located between Kamehameha and 
Farrington highways. Some area residents have said they don't want to leave the area, which is 
slated to become a park and ride facility servicing the train. 
"We are trying to get to a good place with them in terms of making them understand the aspect of 
some things have to be done for the greater good," Hannemann said. "There has been no one who 
has said that this is a bad plan. They might not want to leave and that's common. You've got to 
expect that." 
The EPA also has asked the city to justify why alternatives to an elevated rail line, such as light rail at 
street level and bus rapid transit, weren't evaluated in the project's environmental impact study. 
Hannemann characterized the EPA's concerns as routine. He said the East Kapolei-to-Ala Moana 
Center transit project remains on track to break ground in December. 
"There's nothing there to indicate that this is going to be a show stopper or that this will block the 
project from going forward," Hannemann said. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID420090415/BREAKING01/90415088&template=printart[4/15/2009  5:38:12 PM] 
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Waipahu residents wary of transit route 
By Leila Fujimori  

POSTED: 11:08 a.m. HST, Apr 15, 2009 

Waipahu residents attending a city meeting about the design of rail stations veered off the agenda 
to express concerns about the planned transit route running near their homes or through their 
businesses. 

"I support the rail, but then when I saw the route, 'Oh my gosh, it's over my house!" said 
Ramona Shishido, 47, who lives on Awaiki Place. The rail will run along Farrington Highway on 
the other side of the Shishidos' backyard wall. 

Last night's meeting, which drew 122 individuals, was primarily about designing the street-level 
appearance of the rail stations in their community. 

But some attendees asked city officials and other rail experts about the route. One official had a 
map and was able to pinpoint the path of the rail and the affected landowners. 

Four Waipahu businesses and no residents will be affected by the two Waipahu rail stations, 
officials say. The elevated rail line itself will run down Farrington Highway and the columns will 
be planted in the median. 

City officials said all landowners whose properties are in the rail's path have been notified, 
whether their properties will be partially or fully affected, and the city is assisting them in 
finding comparable properties. The city has projected the cost of land acquisition and relocation 
of residents and businesses at $130 million. 

The city will hire and pay an independent appraiser to determine the fair market value and that 
will be the starting point for negotiations, said Ed Nishioka, chief public information officer for 
the city's Rapid Transit Division. 

Ivy Barcenilla, a Waikele Road resident, was relieved that the rail wasn't going to be affecting 
her family's houses. 

"It's still going to affect us in some way because of the noise, especially late at night," she said. 

AR00082365 



"I'm concerned about the elders, family members, kids and babies." 

Moira Nakamine, 55, a lifelong Waipahu resident, was also concerned about noise especially for 
the elderly. 

"I take care of my mom," she said. "She's 88. Anything new is going to freak her out. They say 
it's quieter than the bus, but I don't think so." 

An expert hired by the city said 3-foot high retaining walls along the one continuously welded 
track will help deflect the noise, and that from 50 feet away, the train is 72 decibels, while a bus 
is 75 to 80 decibels. 

Nakamine said she might try out the rail, but she doesn't think she can use it since she needs to 
take her mother, as well as her dogs, by car. 

Nakamine said she's also worried about the aesthetics of the 30-foot high elevated rail system. 
"It's not going to look like Hawaii," she said. 

Residents will be allowed to help design the look of the stations to reflect their communities, city 
officials say. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann told the audience: "We want to break ground in 2009, by the end of this 
year," and the first phase will go through Waipahu. 

City Managing Director Kirk Caldwell, who was born in Waipahu, said the stations could reflect 
its plantation heritage, ethnic groups and Hawaiian history. 

"If I had my way, I'd make sure there's palaka and a sugar mill," Caldwell said. 
The next workshops in Waipahu are scheduled for 6:30 p.m. May 28 and July 8 at the Waipahu 
Intermediate School. 

Thirty-five property owners will be displaced along the entire route from Kapolei to Ala Moana, 
officials say. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/news/breaking/43059897.html  
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Inouye Says EPA Findings Won't Hurt Transit Related To Story 

Hannemann Says City In Talks With 
Waiawa Community 

POSTED: 12:48 pm HST April 15, 2009 

UPDATED: 9:14 pm HST April 15, 2009 

HONOLULU -- Sen. Dan Inouye on Wednesday 

said that a recent Environmental Protection 

Agency report asking the city to consider moving 

the planned rail transit line will not hurt the project. 

Video:  Hawaii Transit Project 
Raises EPA Concerns 

Inouye brought staff from the Senate Appropriations Committee that he chairs to meet 

with Mayor Mufi Hannemann to discuss the project's planning and funding. 

The EPA report called for a change to the route to avoid moving a Waiawa community 

between Kamehameha Highway and Farrington Highway. The area is slated to be a park-

and-ride location. 

A change to the route would call for changes in design and possibly an amendment to the 

environmental impact statement. There is concern that a change in the project's 

timetable would threaten the hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funding. 

Inouye said that the EPA is doing its job by bringing up concerns. However, Hawaii's 

senior senator said the issue would not affect the timetable or funding. 

http://www.kitv.com/print/19191694/detail.html  (1 of 2) [4/16/2009 7:09:05 PM] 
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Hannemann said the city is in talks with members of the Waiawa community to find 

places for the families to move to. 

Previous Stories: 

April 9, 2009:  Transit Project Could Cost $2 Million In Art   

April 6, 2009: Council Members Want Transit Salaries Slashed 

• March 31, 2009:  Transit Brings In High-Paid Positions   

March 5, 2009:  Inouye Says State To Receive $44M For Transit Projects   

? February 17, 2009:  $2B In Federal Funds Aim To Stimulate Hawaii   

? January 28, 2009:  Honolulu Council Approves Transit Route Switch   

1? December 18, 2008: City Extends Time For Comments On Transit Plan   

1? December 10, 2008: Some Salt Lake Residents Voice Anger Over Rail Move 

December 7, 2008: Residents Offered Final Input On Rail   

December 5, 2008: Councilman Djou Wants To Start Rail In Town   

November 12, 2008:  Council Moves To Divert Rail Line From Salt Lake   

? November 6, 2008: Djou, Apo's Change Of Heart Could Divert Rail Route   

? November 5, 2008: City Moves Forward With Rail Transit After Vote   

? November 5, 2008: Oahu Voters Approve Rail Transit   

Copyright 26499 by KITV.com  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, 
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Rail on Track 
Despite EPA 
Concerns 
Written by Brooks Baehr - bbaehr@kgmb9.com  

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann said 
Wednesday he still anticipates breaking 

ground on Oahu's rail project by the end of the year. Hawaii Senator 
Daniel Inouye added, "I see nothing ahead of us that would stop the 
show." 

Inouye and Hannemann headed a group of city and federal 
transportation officials who met in Honolulu Wednesday afternoon to 
discuss the transit project. 

The Environmental Protection Agency expressed concerns when it 
commented on the project's Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
February 12. 

The EPA was concerned about homes being torn down and residents 
being displaced in Waiawa's Banana Patch to make way for the rail. 

The EPA encouraged project planners to, "choose an alternate alignment 
that would avoid relocation of this community." EPA Environmental 
Protection Specialist Carolyn Mulvihill told KGMB9 it is always preferable 
to proceed without displacing residents. 

Hannemann said Wednesday families that are displaced will be 
compensated fairly. 

"It's our part, our responsibility to let them know the city will take care of 
them. I've made that assurance to them on several occasions," 
Hannemann said. 

Mulvihill said Wednesday it is satisfied with assurances the city has made 
to the residents. 

She said, "At this point we don't see any environmental issues that would 
cause us to object to the project." 

Hannemann told reporters, "We're going to break ground in late 2009. 
That's the goal and that's what we want to assure Senator Inouye of 

http://kgmb9  com/main/index2.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16299&pop=l&page=0&Itemid=40 (1 of 2) [4/15/2009 11:18:51 PM] 
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KHON2 FOX Hawaii 
Print this article   

Hannemann Says EPA's Rail Concerns 
Are Routine 
Originally printed at http://www.khon2.com/news/loca1/43078552.htm1  

STORY SUMMARY> » 

The Environmental Protection Agency says a rustic Pearl City neighborhood that 

utilizes its own water supply and is home to over fifty people should not be demolished 

to make way for Honolulu's elevated train system. 

The EPA raised concerns about the community known as the Banana Patch while 
commenting on the city's Draft Environmental Impact Statement for rail transit. The 

DEIS was released last November, just two days before Oahu voters approved the 

project by nearly five percentage points. 

Sam Alipio, a Banana Patch property owner for the past fifty years, told Khon2 he's 

encouraged by the EPA's recommendation that his nearly one acre properly and 

others at the Banana Patch be spared. 

"I feel elated because personally I don't won't to move from here," he said. "We have 
six homes here and it's all family; all my children and my sister and my niece who live 

here. 11 

During a face-to-face meeting with Sen. Dan Inouye Wednesday at Honolulu Hale, 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann's characterized the EPA's concerns as "routine" and said the 

twenty mile long route approved by the City Council would remain unchanged. 

"We're going forward (and) we're going to break ground in late 2009. That's the goal," 
said Hannemann. 

Inouye echoed the mayor's comments, saying he could not foresee any obstacles in the 

http://www.khon2.com/internal?st=print8tid=430785528(pathqnews/local  (1 of 2) [4/15/2009 11:13:13 PM] 
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path of the elevated train, estimated to cost $5.3 billion (2008 dollars). 

"I see nothing ahead of us that would stop the show," said Hawaii's senior senator. 

The city plans to compensate Banana Patch residents who are forced to relocate, but 

Alipio is concerned he may not find another suitable home since his nearly one acre 

parcel of land is valued at only $311,000. 

Alipio said he lives on a fixed income and cannot afford any new payments. 

"I just want to be compensated fairly where I don't have to pay mortgage or something 

of that sort." 

The EPA also raised concerns about the city's failure to address rail's potential impact 

on aquatic resources and hydrology as it relates to the Clean Water Act. 

In addition, the agency wanted to know "why light rail or bus rapid transit in an 

exclusive right of way were not considered as reasonable alternatives in the DEIS." 

The EPA stated additional information should be included in the Final Environmental 

Impact Statement explaining "why these technologies were not considered to be 
reasonable alternatives and were therefore not reviewed in the DEIS." 

Hannemann said all of the federal agency's concerns would be addressed in due time. 

"We see this as rather routine in terms of the public comment period, whether it's EPA 

or any other organization or individual," said the Mayor. "This is their time to 
comment." 

Andrew may be reached at apereira@khon2.com  or ph. 591-4263. 

http://www.khon2.com/internal?st=print8tid=430785528(pathqnews/local  (2 of 2) [4/15/2009 11:13:13 PM] 
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Seniors and rail 

We of Pohulani affordable senior apartments on Queen Street, nearly 300 tenants, want to 
express our opposition to the request of moving the rail from Halekauwila Street to Queen Street, 
directly in front of our state-owned-and-operated senior housing, without one ounce of 
consideration for how extremely disruptive this will be to our quality of life as well as our health 
and welfare. Most of the seniors who live in Pohulani have some type of aging health issues and 
various illnesses - from dialysis to chronic lung diseases, cancer to heart disease, with many in 
wheelchairs or using walkers and canes. 

All of us need a peaceful home environment. The continuos noise, dust, dirt and disruption of 
our daily life with the work to be done, perhaps even some night work, would be extremely 
distressing to contend with and would take away a quality of life we now enjoy in our golden 
years. 

We have just had nearly three years of disruption with the building of Keola Lai condos across 
the street, which was very difficult to tolerate and caused many additional health issues. So we 
sincerely ask that Judge Helen Gillmor reconsider her ruling. 

Lois Bunin 
Helka Esterbrook 
Honolulu 

AR00082373 



www.HonoluluAdyertiser.com  Printer-friendly article page 

April 16, 2009 

Mayor won't spare Waiawa from rail 

EPA had urged city to alter path to avoid 'Banana Patch' area 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann yesterday said the route of Honolulu's $5.4 billion train won't be altered to avoid 
a small Waiawa neighborhood. 

However, the 55 or so residents who may be forced to move out of the area will be compensated, he 
said during a news conference. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has urged the city to alter 
the 20-mile elevated train's route to avoid the area known as "Banana Patch." 

Hannemann said his administration has had extensive talks with area residents, but has no plans to 
change the train's route to avoid relocating the small community situated between Kamehameha and 
Farrington highways. Some area residents have said they don't want to leave the area, which is slated 
to become a park-and-ride facility servicing the train. 

"We are trying to get to a good place with them in terms of making them understand the aspect of some 
things have to be done for the greater good," Hannemann said. "There has been no one who has said 
that this is a bad plan. They might not want to leave and that's common. You've got to expect that." 

The EPA also has asked the city to justify why alternatives to an elevated rail line, such as light rail at 
street level and bus rapid transit, weren't evaluated in the project's environmental impact study. 

Hannemann characterized the EPA's concerns as routine. He said the East Kapolei-to-Ala Moana 
Center transit project remains on track to break ground in December. 

"There's nothing there to indicate that this is going to be a showstopper or that this will block the project 
from going forward," Hannemann said. 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090416/NEWS09/904160342&template=pnntart  [4/16/2009 3:13:04 AM] 
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Obama outlines vision for high-speed rail network 
By JIM ABRAMS, Associated Press Writer 

46 mins ago 

Al)  Associated Press 

WASHINGTON – President Barack Obama on Thursday outlined plans for a high-speed rail network he said would change the way Americans travel, drawing 

comparisons to the 1950s creation of the interstate highway system. 

Obama was careful to point out that his plan was only a down payment on an ambitious plan that, if realized, could connect Chicago and St. Louis, Orlando and 

Miami, Portland and Seattle and dozens of other metropolitan areas around the country with high-speed trains. 

There's no guarantee that the nation has the political will — Congress has often tried to reduce support for Amtrak — or the hundreds of billions of dollars and 

decades it would take to build a comprehensive fast rail system. 

This is not some fanciful, pie-in-the-sky vision of the future," Obama said during an event at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building, which is adjacent to the 

White House. It is happening right now. Its been happening for decades. The problem is its been happening elsewhere, not here." 

The United States trails other developed countries in developing high-speed rail. The Spanish can travel the 386 miles from Madrid to Barcelona at speeds 

averaging almost 150 miles per hour. Japan's Shinkansen links its major cities at speeds averaging 180 mph and France's TGV train averages about 133 mph in 

carrying passengers from Paris to Lyon. 

The only U.S. rail service that meets the Federal Railroad Administration's 110 mph threshold to qualify as high-speed rail is Amtrak's 9-year-old Acela Express 

route connecting Boston to Washington, D.C. 

Initially, regional transportation offices will compete for the $8 billion included in the $787 billion economic stimulus spending package for high-speed rail, 

bolstered by $1 billion a year for five years requested in the federal budget. 

The $8 billion is part of $64 billion in the stimulus package for roads, bridges, rail and transit, what Obama called the most sweeping investment in our 

infrastructure since President Eisenhower built the Interstate Highway System in the 1950s." 

Obama said the first round of money would go to upgrading and increasing speeds on existing lines where people could quickly be put to work. The second and 

third phases would focus on high-speed rail planning and money to jump-start corridors not yet ready for construction. The Transportation Department is to 

announce first-round grants before the end of the summer. 

Obama said a mature high-speed rail system would reduce demand for foreign oil and eliminate more than 6 billion pounds of carbon dioxide emissions a year 

— equivalent to removing 1 million cars from the roads. 

Any region could present a long-range plan, he said, although the stimulus money can go only to the 10 major corridors designated by the Federal Railroad 

Administration and covering lines in Texas, California, Florida, the Pacific Northwest, the Midwest, the Gulf Coast, the Southeast, northern New England, 

Pennsylvania and New York. 

The Midwest Regional Rail Initiative, joining Chicago and 11 other metropolitan areas within 400 miles, is a front-runner. The governors of eight Midwest states 

wrote Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood this week appealing for money for the region, one of the hardest hit by the recession. 

Howard Learner, president of the Chicago-based Environmental Law and Policy Center, a group promoting the rail network, said that with about $2 billion of the 

stimulus money they could complete or upgrade lines linking Chicago with St. Louis, Detroit and Milwaukee-Madison. 

Its a way of solving our global warming problems that also creates jobs and provides a boost to the economy," he said. 

But the competition will be fierce. 

We are very jazzed about it," said Karen Parsons, executive director of the Southern High-Speed Rail Commission. She said preliminary numbers showed that 

they could increase capacity and speed on the existing New Orleans-Baton Rouge line for about $150 million to $200 million, and for $500 million they could 

expand service from New Orleans to Mobile, Ala. 

Mehdi Morshed, executive director of the California High-Speed Rail Authority, said his state has a plan to build 800 miles of track for trains running 220 mph, at 

a cost of about $45 billion. He said the state may ask for about $4 billion from the federal government to work on lines between San Francisco and San Jose and 

Los Angeles and Anaheim. 

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger said in a statement that his state leads others because voters last November approved nearly $10 billion in state bonds 

for high-speed rail. With a boost from our federal partners, nearly 40 million Californians and millions of travelers from around the world will be able to 

experience the reality of America's first high-speed rail system." 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090416/ap_on_go_pr_wh/obama_rail/print[4/16/2009  1:47:37 PM] 
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Chris Lippincott, spokesman for the Texas Department of Transportation, said his office was excited about advancing plans to build high-speed lines from San 

Antonio to Dallas and then up to Little Rock and Tulsa. But he added that the "nation's rail needs will exceed a single injection of money," citing estimates that 

just staying even with current level of congestion in his state will cost $313 billion over the next 20 years. 

Some say the investment is too small, Obama acknowledged. But this is just a first step. We know this is going to be a long-term project," he said. 

Associated Press writer Natasha Metzler contributed to this report. 

On the Net: 

Federal Railroad Administration on high-speed rail: http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/content/31  

Copyright © 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. The information contained in the AP News report may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed without the prior written authority of The Associated Press. 

Copyright © 2009 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.  Questions or Comments  •  Privacy Policy  •  Terms of Service  •  Copyright/IP Policy 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20090416/ap_on_go_pr_wh/obamarail/print[4/16/2009  1:47:37 PM] 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Thursday, April 16, 2009 

Other rail systems deserve another look 

As the City Council prepares to "sink TheBoat" and its budget chairman plans other 
spending cuts, why does it continue to leave all major decisions on the rail transit project 
up to the administration? Council members were presented with information on how to 
save more than $1.5 billion with a system other than steel wheel on steel rail (SWSR), 
namely the HSST urban magnetic levitation (mag-lev) system that has been in revenue 
service in Nagoya, Japan, for more than four years. 

Savings on the mag-lev guideway alone are estimated at $570 million compared to the 
planned costs for the 20-mile minimum operable segment (MOS). That sum can either 
stay in taxpayers' pockets or be used to add five additional miles within the MOS budget 
and timelines, enough to reach both UH-Manoa and Waikiki. Operations and 
maintenance costs for the HSST would be $33 million per year less than SWSR, reducing 
taxpayer subsidies for the system by another $1 billion over 30 years. 

The city's contracted analysts should have considered other qualified rail technologies in 
the draft environmental impact statement; instead, those systems were "brushed off' in a 
few lines and the other 2,000-plus pages covered only the impact of SWSR systems. The 
EIS must be reaccomplished and a fair and open competition on the transit project must 
be conducted, as was done in 1992 before funding failed to materialize. There still is time 
to do this right — unless several City Council members continue to shirk their fiscal 
responsibilities. 

Frank Genadio 
Kapolei 
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Traffic fatalities in Hawaii mounting, but at average pace 

With 38 deaths so far in '09, Isle police urging folks to slow down, drive safe 

By Dan Nakaso 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

After an unusually safe 2008, O'ahu roads have returned to their deadly pattern this year with 19 
fatalities in the first three months of 2009. 

There were 43 traffic fatalities in Honolulu all of last year. 

This year could end up more in line with the average over the past nine years of slightly more than 70 
road deaths per year. 

Honolulu police have made three public pleas this year asking drivers to slow down and stop driving 
drunk following high-profile, high-speed, drunken driving fatalities. And Honolulu police have backed up 
their words with enforcement. 

For the five-week period that ended April 4, police made 531 drunken driving arrests and issued 8,873 
speeding citations. 

While police continue to make arrests, set up drunken-driving checkpoints and speak to community 
groups and schools about driving safely, Honolulu police Maj. Frank Fujii said the ultimate responsibility 
for lowering Honolulu's death rate lies with individual drivers. 

"The key to traffic safety should be on people's behavior," Fujii said. "All too often people look to law 
enforcement, saying, 'What are you doing about it?' The challenge is for the community. What are we all 
going to do about it? It's the drivers that are driving unsafely." 

In addition to the 19 people who died in traffic accidents through the first three months of this year, there 
were four more killed so far in April. 

So far this year, there have been a total of 38 traffic deaths across the Islands. Nine have involved 
drinking. Nearly half — 16 — involved speeding. Thirteen of the 38 killed were motorcyclists, while 
seven were pedestrians. 

Last year saw 107 total fatalities in the state. 

O'ahu fatalities 

The past four traffic deaths in Hawai'i were all on O'ahu, including a 69-year-old pedestrian who was not 
in a crosswalk when she was hit near Aloha Stadium on April 9; and a 32-year-old motorcyclist who was 
not wearing a helmet when a sport utility vehicle turned in front of him Tuesday at the intersection of 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090417/NEWS01/904170373&template=pnntart  (1 of 3) [4/17/2009 3:36:44 AM] 
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Kalaeloa Boulevard and Kauhi Street in Campbell Industrial Park. 

The Honolulu medical examiner yesterday identified the motorcycle rider as Roy Bengochea, 32, of 
Kapolei. 

While data on traffic fatalities from the state Department of Transportation are clear, the reason for 
2008's low numbers is not. 

Honolulu's 43 traffic deaths last year were the lowest by far since 2000. By comparison, 88 people died 
on O'ahu roads during the peak year of 2006. 

The fuel factor 

Last year's death rate could be a statistical blip, said Dan Galanis, epidemiologist with the state 
Department of Health's injury prevention and control program. Or, it's possible that high gas prices kept 
Honolulu drivers off the roads in 2008, just like other parts of the country, Galanis said. 

"It would make sense that it would happen in Hawai'i," Galanis said. "If people drive less, there are 
going to be fewer fatalities." 

An Advertiser analysis of tax department data last year found that the total amount of gas sold by 
distributors fell nearly 15 percent between November 2007 and March 2008 when compared with the 
same period a year earlier. During that time, gas prices soared beyond $4 per gallon and gas sales 
dropped from 198.5 million gallons to 169.4 million gallons. 

Traffic counters set up by the state Transportation Department on H-1 Freeway at the Halawa 
Interchange in March 2008 also showed a daily average of 124,903 vehicles traveling in both directions 
— nearly a 19 percent drop from the year before. 

For the first four months of 2008, monthly passes for TheBus also increased 4.3 percent. 

numbers fluctuate 

Carol McNamee, the founder of Mothers Against Drunk Driving Hawai'i, has been looking at Hawai'i's 
traffic data for 25 years and believes it's possible that fewer miles driven last year correlated to fewer 
fatalities. 

But she isn't certain. 

"Because we're a small state, the numbers do go up and down," McNamee said. "Why they went down 
in 2008, we're not sure. We need to see how the numbers play out over the next few years." 

Whatever the cause for last year's drop in traffic deaths and this year's apparent rise, McNamee wants 
drivers to be more aware of how their actions can prevent someone from dying. 

"I hope people really think about what they're doing," she said, "whether it's drinking and driving or 
speeding or running red lights — all the things we know cause accidents and cause people, 
unfortunately, to die." 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090417/NEWS01/904170373&template=pnntart  (2 of 3) [4/17/2009 3:36:44 AM] 
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Hawaii 
Unemployment 
Up Again in 
March 
Written by KGMB9 News - news@kgmb9.com  
April 17, 2009 05:41 PM 

Hawaii's unemployment has reached a new 
high. 

In March, the local unemployment rate surged to 7.1 percent. 

That's the highest mark in over three decades. 

According to the state, nearly 46,000 people were out of work last 
month. 

Kauai and Hawaii counties were hardest hit with jobless rates into the 
double digits. 

Li  IP11 Lair  
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Rail Supporters Raise Concerns 
Reported by Andrew Pereira 
Email: apereira@khon.com   
Last Update: 4/17 6:30 pm 

Print StorylEmair 

f,  IA 

STORY SUMMARY>» 

As the City and County of Honolulu sorts through more than six hundred comments 
about its draft environmental impact statement on rail transit, some of the concerns it 
must answer are coming from groups that support construction of the $5.3 billion project 
(2008 dollars). 

The Sierra Club's Oahu Group has raised issues related to farmland in the Ewa Plain as 
well as how the project will affect aesthetics and view planes. 

In comments to the city this past February, the organization raised concerns that 
important agricultural lands just outside the corridor of the elevated train will be 
threatened in the face of transit oriented development. 

The Sierra Club's Oahu Group said such concerns should be addressed when the city 
releases its final environmental impact statement later this summer. 

"The Final EIS should include a detailed discussion and mitigation plan for negative 
environmental impacts to agricultural land affected by this project," the organization 
wrote. 

The Oahu chapter of the environmental watchdog group also raised concern about the 
effects an elevated train would have on view planes along the twenty mile route, from 
East Kapolei to Ala Moana. 

"Where geography permits, the transit route should be placed at ground level to reduce 
cost of construction, energy consumption during construction, and impacts on view 
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planes," said the letter. 

Phone calls to the Sierra Club's Oahu Group were not returned, but rail critic and former 
Honolulu mayoral candidate Panos Prevedouros told Khon2 the organization is not alone 
in addressing the impact of rail on aesthetics. 

"Besides the Sierra Club, the architects and the planners have similar concerns," said 
Prevedouros. "Both those groups are in favor of a mass transit project but they are not in 
favor of a completely elevated system." 

Scott Ishikawa, the city's media relations coordinator for the rail transit project, said an 
elevated system would require less land acquisition and would be less disruptive to 
automobile and pedestrian traffic. 

The Environmental Protection Agency is also among those raising issues about the 
project, which was approved by Oahu voters in November. In a February 12th letter to 
the city, the EPA wrote train noise around the Arizona Memorial should receive 
"particular attention. 

"The city needs to provide quantitative information in the FEIS on how it will mitigate 
noise in the area," the letter said. 

"I think it's an important concern because that's an area of tranquility and reflection," 
said Prevedouros. "Having a noisy train every minute to two minutes, it could be quite 
disruptive." 

On Wednesday, Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann said all comments received by the 
city would be addressed and that the concerns being raised were "routine." 

"We're going forward (with the project)," the mayor told reporters. "We're going to 
break ground in late 2009. That's the goal." 

Once the city issues its final environmental impact statement, it will ask the Federal 
Transit Administration for a record of decision on the project. The city hopes to get as 
much as $1.2 billion in federal funds for construction of the elevated train. 
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Unemployment Rate Hits 7.1 percent in March 

Reported by: Gina Mangieri 
Email: gmangieri@khon.com  
Last Update: 4/17 6:39 pm 

The latest statewide unemployment numbers released Friday show 7.1 percent out of a job. More than 
double the rate this time last year, and still climbing even from the month before. That's nearly 46,000 
people and counting, people like former Superferry employee, Calvin Kaawa. "Sad, kind of frustrated we 
just lost a choice that we could make by traveling and stuff." 

He's one of the last from Superferry to file for benefits, because he's just back from delivering the vessel to 
the shipyard in Alabama, after the company called in quits and laid off hundreds. "Its looks pretty bad still 
yet for a lot of people," said Kaawa. 

Especially people in construction another 1,200 jobs were cut in that sector in march alone, bringing to 
5,100 the number of contractors on the bench. There are some bright spots. 

"Its encouraging that there are no job losses in the travel and leisure industry this month, and we actually 
did have some gaines in the transportation and some of the retail stores did help pickup some gains there," 
said Ryan Markham of the Hawaii Department of Labor. 

Big store openings like Target and Costco in Kapolei helped add jobs. "So maybe i have to take like five 
retail jobs to pay my bills," Kaawa said. 

Government added 500 jobs, including 300 primarily in state public education. But that doesn't make the 
gloom go away especially on the neighbor islands -- unemployment is double digits on the Big Island, 
Kauai and Molokai. 

The labor department hopes to roll out internet claims filing later this month, which can help alleviate the 
long wait in line or on the phone. plus additional stimulus funding is adding some money to benefit checks. 
They say despite the jump in claims, the fund that pays the benefits is not running dry. "We've been closely 
monitoring the trust fund status for some time now the fund looks to be nice and solvent although 2009 and 
2010 so we're not worries at this time," said Markham 

Now that unemployment has averaged more than 6 percent for three straight months, many claimants 
qualify for an extra 13 weeks of benefits from the federal government, if they've already exhausted the 20 
weeks already provided 
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Hawaii Unemployment Rate Hits 7.1 Percent Related To Story 

State Remains Below National Rate Of 
8.5 Percent 

POSTED: 9:08 am HST April 17, 2009 

UPDATED: 5:02 pm HST April 17, 2009 

HONOLULU -- Hawaii's unemployment rate 

jumped to 7.1 percent last month as the recession 

continues to hit the tourism-dependent islands 

hard. 

   

The jobless rate on the Big Island and Kauai broke the double-digit mark. The Big Island 

was at 10.2 percent and the Garden Island was slightly higher at 10.3 percent. 

According to the state, 45,850 were jobless last month, 3,450 people more than in 

February. 

The statewide 7.1 percent was 0.6 percentage points higher than February and more than 

double March 2008's rate of 3.1 percent. 

The national unemployment rate climbed to 8.5 percent in March from 8.1 percent in 

February. 

There have been so many people filing for unemployment the state hired 30 more 

workers to process the additional volume of claims. Right now, the state is paying up to 

$575 a week in unemployment. 

http://www.kitv.com/print/19210339/detail.html  (1 of 3) [4/17/2009 7:29:49 PM] 
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"In a lot of cases it's not total wage replacement, but it will help them take care of the 

more basic needs and take them through this difficult period until we can se the full 

effects of our recovery," Labor Department spokesman Ryan Markham said. 

The Labor Department said the construction industry alone lost 1,400 jobs from 

February to march of this year. 

A high-rise condominium project on Kapiolani Boulevard is one of the casualties. Its 

shutdown put scores of union workers on the bench. 

"There's a lot of guys on the waiting list right now," union carpenter Keith Perez said. 

Perez has been out of work for a year now and has run out of unemployment benefits. 

The state said it just got word it is in line for more federal money to extend benefits for 

some people for another 13 weeks. 

"If you have unemployment for three consecutive months, then you qualify for tier two," 

Markham said. 

That tier two status may have come too late for some, but the state is hoping that the 

stimulus monies meant to spur new construction and create new jobs will mean gainful 

employment who want to get back to work. 

On an up note, the economy did see an addition of 800 new jobs in trade and 

transportation and another 500 in state government between February and March of 

this year. 

Copyright 26499 by - 	-on  . The Associated Press contributed to this report. All 
rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 

redistributed. 

http://www.kitv.com/print/19210339/detail.html  (2 of 3) [4/17/2009 7:29:49 PM] 
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April 17, 2009 

Letters to the Editor 

Theboat 

Boat service should be fixed, not sunk 

To all of the City Council members that have decided to "sink" TheBoat — auwe. I have been 
riding the boat since it began in 2007. 

Instead of "sinking the service," why don't the powers that be fix the service? You don't advertise 
(except negative news), you haven't looked for alternative bus routes or times that would allow 
more riders to utilize the service. You have shuttle buses from Aloha Tower that only go to 
Waikiki or UH. What about Sand Island, Campbell Industrial, Nimitz Highway? How many workers 
would utilize this service if shuttles were provided? 

And furthermore, since when does public transportation ever make money? So instead of looking 
for ways to fix it, let's just shut it down! And wait for the rail! What will that cost the taxpayers? 

Shari Kimokeo I  Kapolei 
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Outdoor Circle opposes transit blight 
By Betsy Connors 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 19, 2009 

From the day the city announced its plan for an above ground fixed guideway transit 
system, The Outdoor Circle (TOC) has been pressured by all sides to take a position. But 
our board of directors insisted that we participate in the process so that we could form an 
opinion based on facts and not just a knee-jerk reaction. 

In the ensuing three-plus years we have participated in scoping efforts, public 
presentations, meetings with consultants, briefings from project opponents, membership 
on the Mayor's Transit Advisory Committee, and public hearings. We have studied the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and the exhaustive technical reports. 

In the end we are left with the conclusion that in its nearly 100-year history, The Outdoor 
Circle knows of no other proposal that holds the potential to degrade the landscape of 
Oahu and change the character of our communities as greatly as the Honolulu transit 
project. We believe it will be the most visually disruptive project in the history of Hawaii. 
While its ability to ease traffic problems on Oahu is debatable, its negative impact on the 
visual environment is not even denied in the project's own environmental impact 
statement. 

The document states that the project will become the dominant feature in the view planes 
of almost every community. It will intrude upon the undeveloped nature of open space, 
block views of parks and historic sites, disrupt the character of the pedestrian-oriented 
neighborhoods, intrude upon homes and offices and block protected mauka-makai views 
of the mountains; the ocean and Honolulu Harbor and Diamond Head, Punchbowl and 
Aliamanu craters. 

Of equal concern is the fate of more than 800 street trees which are slated for removal 
and/or relocation. As a mitigation measure, the DEIS suggests that a contractor "would" 
prepare new planting plans and that additional trees "could" be planted. We believe the 
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public needs an accurate accounting of what will happen to these trees. 

Of great distress is the proposal to eliminate "notable" trees — 19 Kamani trees on 
Dillingham Boulevard and 23 monkeypod trees on Kapiolani Boulevard near University 
Avenue. And the DEIS says nothing about protecting trees adjacent to the construction to 
prevent damage to existing trees. 

The DEIS does not explain how the city will mitigate the harsh presence of hundreds of 
support columns and more than two dozen transit stations. It also is silent regarding 
commercial signage in, around or on any part of the project — including all transit-
oriented development. The DEIS should forbid any exterior commercial advertising on 
the train, transit stations or any portion of the transit infrastructure. 

This project offers an opportunity to remove the overbearing presence of utility poles and 
lines. Relocating all utility lines along the transit route and placing them underground or 
beneath the fixed guideway will enhance the view planes and provide mitigation for the 
visual damage created by the project. None of this is mentioned in the DEIS. 

In conclusion, the board of directors of The Outdoor Circle believes the city has 
substantially downplayed the visual impacts the project will have on our communities 
and on our quality of life. Nor does it offer acceptable mitigation throughout the DEIS for 
the harm this project will inflict. 

We believe the final EIS must acknowledge the mountain of negative impacts that will be 
caused by the project and present effective mitigation plans. If this is not done, we 
believe the city should abandon the above-ground fixed guideway and replace it with an 
alternative system that will not be as destructive and divisive as the current proposal. 

Betsy Connors is president of the board of directors of The Outdoor Circle, which was 
established in 1912 to protect the scenic beauty of Hawaii. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20090419_Outdoor_Circle_opposes_transit_blight . html 

Click 1-7 )1- 
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April 19, 2009 

Letters to the Editor 

RAIL TRANSIT 

PUBLIC AMPLY TOLD OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS 

Contrary to the Outdoor Circle's claim, the city has done a good job of notifying Oahu residents 
about the potential visual impacts of the elevated guideway. Nearly 40 pages of the draft 
environmental impact statement are devoted to describing the existing landscape along the route 
and possible changes, including 20 photo simulations of the guideway in Chapter 4. 

The draft EIS expressly acknowledges that in several areas the guideway could have a high 
visual impact; it also recognizes that in other locations, particularly urban areas in town, the 
guideway could cause only moderate to low impacts as it blends with the existing landscape. 

As the Outdoor Circle's leadership is well aware, these potential impacts have been public 
knowledge since the alternatives analysis was prepared in 2006. In addition, the project team has 
consulted with the Outdoor Circle since 2006 as part of the outreach process; it is unfair and 
inaccurate for the group's letter to imply that they have watched this unfold from a distance. 

The Outdoor Circle knows that expanding our bus system would put more vehicles on our already 
congested roads, further slow traffic and be less environmentally friendly; and a street-level train 
would be far slower than an elevated train. 

Our research confirmed a street-level system simply won't work in Honolulu. Operating street-
level trains would take three traffic lanes in Downtown Honolulu, when including the area needed 
for rail stations. Taking traffic lanes away from cars and trucks would worsen traffic congestion 
and traffic delays, as documented by the city's bus rapid transit project in the early 2000s. 
Congestion slows street-level trains to the same speed as buses. Cars turning into intersections 
and pedestrian crosswalks in a narrow corridor like downtown would slow street-level trains even 
more. 

Toru Hamayasu 
Deputy director, Department of Transportation Services 
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April 20, 2009 

Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Reporting ignored Inouye about EPA 

Once again, Advertiser staff writer Sean Hao has demonstrated a penchant for slanted and selective 
reporting that calls into question his ability to cover Honolulu's rail transit project fairly and objectively. 

His article regarding concerns expressed by the Environmental Protection Agency inexplicably 
ignored every statement made by Hawai'i's senior U.S. senator in response. 

Sen. Daniel Inouye had explained to Hao and others that the EPA's comments about land acquisition 
in the Banana Patch area of Wai-awa and other issues are to be expected as part of a process 
designed to ensure concerns are properly aired and addressed. 

Surely, a U.S. senator of such stature and experience is a credible news source regarding a federal 
process he thoroughly understands. Moreover, the senator reassured everyone that the EPA's 
comments would in no way jeopardize the federal funding he continues to work so hard to pursue for 
the rail project. 

KGMB9 responsibly inquired with the EPA, and reported that the agency is satisfied with assurances 
the city has made to Banana Patch residents. An EPA official stated that, At this point we don't see 
any environmental issues that would cause us to object to the project," the station reported. 

Wayne Yoshioka I Director, Honolulu Department of Transportation Services 
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Hawaii rail transit will create jobs but estimates of how many vary 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

There's no doubt Honolulu's planned $5.4 billion elevated commuter rail line will create jobs. What's still 
unclear is how many jobs will be created, when they'll start and how long they'll last. 

The city says construction of the 20-mile train project will generate an average of 10,100 jobs a year for 
nine years starting next year, including 4,200 direct jobs primarily in the high-paying construction trades. 
That could help provide a boost to the local economy, which is expected to shrink through 2010. 

However, a recent study by the University of Hawai'i Economic Research Organization predicts the city's 
rail project will generate at most half that many direct jobs — a peak of 2,000 in 2014. That suggests the 
near-term economic impact of rail transit could be significantly less than the city predicts. 

The city's average annual direct job count of 4,200 seems high, said UH economist Carl Bonham. Still, 
rail combined with other potential economic stimulus projects, such as a six-year, $4 billion state 
highway modernization plan, could create as many as 5,700 direct jobs, according to the research 
organization. 

These projects won't provide significant stimulus to the state's $60 billion economy in the near term, 
according to UHERO. Still, those projects combined could add as much as a half-percentage point of 
annual growth to the overall economy over the long term. 

"That's not small potatoes," Carl Bonham said. "Last year we shrank about a quarter (percent) in real 
income. When your (economy) is shrinking, every quarter to a half (percentage point of growth) helps." 

In 2010, the highway projects combined with rail would create just 860 additional jobs. However, that 
figure would rise to 5,700 jobs in 2013. That would push the state's overall construction job count to 
36,530, which would be just shy of the 38,000 to 39,000 construction jobs that existed in 2007 and 2008. 
Without the projects, the number of construction jobs statewide is expected to dip to 30,830 in 2011, 
according to UHERO. 

jobs will still be lost 

At this point, it's unclear whether both projects will happen. The House has approved the highway 
modernization plan, but Republicans oppose the bill because it would impose tax and fee increases on 
drivers. Gov . Linda Lingle has warned she may veto the plan if the tax increases aren't delayed until the 
economy improves. Meanwhile, the train project has been approved by voters, but has yet to receive 
federal funds or approval of an environmental impact study. 

The economic stimulus created from building the projects will essentially come from transferring money 
from households into the construction sector. That's because about $4 billion of the rail project's price 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090421/NEWS01/904210355&template=pnntart  (1 of 3) [4/21/2009 6:15:52 AM] 
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tag will be funded by a half-percentage point increase in O'ahu's general excise tax. Another $1.4 billion 
in project funds is expected to come from the federal government. 

Even if the projects go through, the work won't arrive soon enough to save thousands of jobs in 
Hawai'i's construction sector, which has been struggling for about a year, said Hawaii Carpenters Union 
financial secretary Ron Taketa. About 42 percent, or 3,150, of the union's members are without work 
following last year's slowdown in the private construction market. 

"Those numbers are expected to get worse because all forecasts indicate that this year will be worse 
than last year," Taketa said. 

trickle-down effect 

Putting construction workers back to work is good for the overall economy, he added. Skilled laborers in 
Hawai'i can earn $80,000 to $90,000 a year, and the average construction wage is about $65,000 a 
year, according to UHERO. 

"The construction paycheck is just the first stop in that stimulus money," Taketa said. "From there it goes 
on to the retail stores and the restaurants and shopping centers and eventually to the car dealerships, 
so all segments of our economy really benefit when the construction industry is doing well." 

While much of the focus on rail has been on job creation, the larger economic and social impacts of the 
project will take decades to develop, said Paul Brewbaker, principal at TZ Economics. Part of the 
purpose of rail is to increase mobility and change development patterns. 

"Any construction project is going to generate jobs and that's not really as important in this case to be 
thinking about as the consequences for the patterns of urbanization over the next half-century," 
Brewbaker said. 

The transit-oriented development is expected to foster higher-density development in train station 
communities that could reduce urban sprawl and urban encroachment on agricultural and conservation 
lands. Brewbaker likened the rail project to major freeway projects undertaken more than 50 years ago 
that connected urban Honolulu with West O'ahu, Central O'ahu and the Windward side. 

"We don't think about the jobs at all now looking back over the last 50 years when we think about what 
the freeways meant," he said. "We think about how they shaped the city as it evolved." 

Additional Facts 
The City's numbers 

10,100 
Average jobs created per year for nine years, starting next year 
4,200 
Direct jobs primarily in the high-paying construction trades 

A DIFFERENT TAKE 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090421/NEWS01/904210355&template=pnntart  (2 of 3) [4/21/2009 6:15:52 AM] 
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2,000 
Peak number of rail construction jobs in 2014, according to a recent study by the University of Hawaii 
Economic Research Organization 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090421/NEWS01/904210355&template=pnntart  (3 of 3) [4/21/2009 6:15:52 AM] 
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Oahu rail: good for the view, or bad? 
Filed Under Sunrise on KGMB9 

The Outdoor Circle has taken a somewhat breathless view of Honolulu rail, saying "no other 
project in its 100-year history has the potential to degrade the landscape of Oahu and change the 
character of our communities as greatly." 

A certain collective amnesia seems to be in force concerning the H-1, but let that pass. 

I have previously taken the position that a partly-elevated Honolulu rail system will do less to 
harm the beauty of Honolulu than existing highways, utility poles, tall buildings and other 
objects we are used to, and that the line will in fact promote an appreciation of our scenery 
because there will be uniquely pretty views from the line itself. But let's take a look at the 
Outdoor Circle's contrary view. 

Full disclosure (again) — I'm from Washington, D.C., where rail enhanced the beauty of the 
region far more than it impaired it, including the elevated bits. So my view is based on my own 
experience in another city. 

It is unlikely that I will sway the Outdoor Circle or that the Outdoor Circle will sway me on its 
sweeping condemnation. However, on some specific matters, I think they make some good 
points. 

The environmental impact statement says rail will force the uprooting of more than 800 street 
trees including some very nice ones on Dillingham Blvd. and the university end of Kapiolani 
Blvd. Neither of these corridors is what you'd call beautiful — the widening of these streets, 
generations ago, did far more damage to the beauty of the area than rail will — but the fact is 
that trees do much to make an urban area attractive, and the city government in recent years has 
been too willing to cut trees down. 

The Outdoor Circle's view on trees is more reasonable. It points out that the transit plan so far 
calls only for a contractor to prepare planting plans and that additional trees "could" be planted. 
It is reasonable to ask that something more specific be planned and executed. 

On a second topic, the Outdoor Circle sees what we often are so used to that we fail to notice, the 
blight of utility lines and poles. It suggests that if a rail corridor is being built anyway, why not 
take the opportunity to relocate utility lines, either underground or along the guideway? 

The city has correctly pointed out that putting the rail line on the ground would dramatically 
raise costs and make the trains slower. The Outdoor Circle's suggestions on trees and utility lines 
would cost a small fraction of the cost of rail. 

AR00082394 



In the social tug of war between development and protecting the environment, it is necessary, as 
a practical matter, for some interests to take extreme views. I hope the sweeping view that the 
Outdoor Circle takes on elevated rail does not keep officials from seriously considering these 
other ideas. 
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RAIL AT HALF PRICE? 
ARCHITECTS SAY GROUND SYSTEM IS BETTER 

0 00 

A group of architects wants the city to reconsider its plan to 

build an elevated rail system. The "American Institute of 
Architects" In Honolulu favors a ground-level system. The 

group claims it would cost about half as much to build and 
would be more environmentally friendly. But the city says 

its not that simple. Studies have shown it would cost a lot 
of money to acquire all the needed land. City planners say it 

would take up roadway space causing more traffic 
congestion. 

We have to look at the holistic view of this thing not just a 
single view of this is what we want to do," Wayne Yoshida, 

Dept. of Transportation Services said. We have to factor in 
all the elements and look for a balance in what were doing." 

"I guess the basic issue from my perspective is a policy 

decision was made years ago we will not consider surface light rail," Phil Craig, Transportation consultant said. 

Rail: Ground Level vs Elevated I KGMB9 News Hawaii I (KGMB9) 	http://kgmb9  com/main/inde,(2.php?optiolcom content&task=view&id=... 

Rail: Ground Level vs Elevated 
	

.1=1. 

Written by KGMB9 News - news@kgmb9.com  

April 21, 2009 10:16 PM 

Because the final environmental impact statement isn't complete yet, the architects say its not to late to change 

the plan. But the city says its moving forward as planned. ground breaking is planned for later this year. 

kl_dd 	 '-ackie±10 
Last Updated ( April 21, 2009 10:45 PM ) 
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UH study says rail project will create fewer jobs 
April 21, 2009 2:49 PM ET 

HONOLULU (AP) - The University of Hawaii Economic  Ap  Associated Prms 

Research Organization estimates that far fewer jobs 

will be directly created by Honolulu's rail transit project than the city 

predicts. 

The city says an average of 10,100 jobs will be created for nine years, 

and that 4,200 of them will be directly involved in construction. 

But the research group contends that the actual number will be no more 

than 2,000. 

Still, university economist Carl Bonham says the rail project and other 

government-financed infrastructure programs could directly create as 

many as 5,700 jobs. 

Bonham says that would provide a slight boost to the state's economic 

growth over several years. In contrast, he notes that real income in the state dropped by one-quarter of a percentage point 

last year. 

Information from: The Honolulu Advertiser, http://www.honoluluadvertiser.corn  

Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 

redistributed. 
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April 21, 2009 

Letters to the Editor 

Bikes, pedestrians 

Isle roads don't accommodate all 

As a new university student living in Manoa, I am shocked at the lack of sidewalks and bike paths 
for commuters. After moving to Manoa, I wanted to buy a bike and use it as my main mode of 
transportation, but I quickly realized how unfriendly Hawai'i's streets are to bikers. 

Instead, I walk to school every day from my house and am constantly forced to walk in the street 
because there are no sidewalks. Since my classes end at night, my walk home is made even 
more dangerous, and I am always nervous that a driver will fail to see me. 

I love being outside. I enjoy running and biking, but I feel that my activities are limited because 
the streets are so unsafe. As a member of the community who drives, takes the bus, and walks, I 
would like to see Hawai'i's streets designed to accommodate all users of the road. 

Jessica Schroff I Honolulu 
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April 22, 2009 

More to rail's impact than jobs 

By Jerry Burris 

It now appears there is some dispute over how many jobs will be created by the city's proposed $5.4 
billion rail-transit line. 

As reported by Advertiser Staff writer Sean Hao, a University of Hawaii report suggests that the 
number of direct jobs created by the transit project might be only about half the 4,200 projected by 
the city. 

The report came out of the University of Hawaii Economic Research Organization. The city has long 
promoted the rail project as, among other things, a big-time job creator. The UH study agrees that 
there will be new jobs, mostly in construction, but at a far lower level than the city expects. 

At one level, this is all speculative. The number of jobs generated by construction of the rail system 
will depend on how the project is funded, the time frame for completion (you can count on delays) 
and competition from other projects. 

And that outside competition is directly related to the overall strength of the Hawaii economy. If things 
turn around and other government and private projects take off, the transit system will have to 
compete for the workforce available. 

A problem here is relying too much on transit as purely a public works project — keeping the shovels 
and backhoes busy during difficult times. Its true economic impact is much broader. 

If the project goes as expected, it will change the face of Honolulu development in profound ways. 
There will be new and different kinds of development all along the transit route. Commuting and work 
patterns will change in substantial ways. 

Think of the Pali, Likelike and H-3 highways. These projects generated jobs and employment, to be 
sure. But their long-term economic impact lies in the development that occurred on the Windward side 
from more access and mobility. 

How do you measure that? 

Of course, if the transit system fails to generate the ridership promised by its proponents, then an 
entirely new economic calculus comes into play. Critics insist the ridership estimates are wildly over-
optimistic and that the money poured into rail could be much better spent in other ways. 

If those critics are correct, then the debate over job creation is almost beside the point. Transit then 
becomes a massive make-work project in the short term and a tax-dollar sinkhole in the long term. 

Construction jobs are valuable, of course. The money paid to the men and women who build the 
project circulates through the community many times. But if you want to calculate the economic 
benefits (or costs) of rail transit, you have to look far beyond the jobs generated to build it. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID420090422/COLUMNISTS20/904220372&template=printart[4/22/2009  8:23:42 AM] 
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Architects vs. the rail planners 
1 221 

AIA Hawaii, the local trade association for architects, asked me 

to moderate a panel discussion this week on plans for Honolulu 

rail, and promised that a variety of points of view would be 

represented. It didn't turn out the way I expected, and my owr 

reaction to what was said won't be what the organizers 

expected. 

It's not easy to briefly summarize the collective views of 

hundreds of people, but architects in general and urban planners 

especially tend to believe that cities benefit from having rail 

transit, but they like surface light rail the best because what 

interests them most about rail is its role in a comfy urban 

setting, not the actual commuting bit. 

Honolulu planners, by contrast, have decided that surface rail 

poses operational problems that are avoided by putting the rail 

up in the air. I'll get to that in a moment. Right now I'm trying 

to show the architects' view. 

Elevated rail systems of yore — in New York and Chicago, for 

example, have massive metal superstructures that darken the 

world at street level, redolent more of the chase scene in "The 

French Connection" than a walk across the street for a double 

tall mocha after a hard morning designing a resort in Phuket. 

Urban planners also know that there have been a number of 

cases where cities moved pedestrian traffic up or down from the 

surface and the surface part of the city kind of died. The most 

famous case of this is the Minneapolis Skywalk, a fascinating 

network of mall corridors connecting more than 20 buildings one 

story above the street. It's like a Pike's Market that never ends. 

A smaller version of this existed in the Washington, D.C., annex 

of Rosslyn, Va., when I worked there in the 1970s. 

And there is a reverse version of it in Montreal, where a rabbit 

warren of underground mall corridors has been built around two 

parallel subway lines. I've walked this, too, and it, too, is really 

cool, but it deters people from using the surface sidewalks and 

feels unhealthy in an Orwellian sort of way. 

Contrast this with cities like Denver and Portland, where gentile 

light rail lines at street level have reinvigorated blighted districts 

and give people something to do that doesn't involve their car 

keys. Half the upper management of TheBus came from Portland 

transit and can tell you more about this. 
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The problem with doing this in Honolulu is that there is no room. 

Honolulu isn't Denver or Portland. It is a long, thin city with few 

east-west corridors — Ala Moana Blvd., Kapiolani Blvd., the King 

St.-Beretania St. couplet, and the H-1. Surface rail would defeat 

its own purpose by disrupting traffic even as it alleviates it. 

At the panel, which turned out to be mostly an ambush for the 

city's top transportation official [postscript has been added at the 

bottom of this post], a mainland consultant who walked the rail 

route on his tax deductible vacation dismissed years of other 

people's thinking on the subject, repeatedly accused the city of 

doing what it's doing simply because it feels like it, and airily 

asserted that traffic disruption could be avoided by moving the 

stations away from places where they would do that. Quite a 

sweeping dismissal of other views from a man who couldn't 

figure out how his microphone worked. 

But he alone drew repeated cheers from the crowd, because the 

crowd consisted of architects who feel surface rail is prettier than 

elevated rail and will enliven the city, supplemented by a few of 

the anti-rail people who promised to crawl back into their holes 

if the public voted for rail, but didn't. They don't want surface 

rail any more than they want elevated rail, but they like very 

much to see the head of city transportation services squirm, so 

this was great good entertainment for them. (Happy to oblige.) 

The architects, to get back to them, prefer surface for aesthetic 

reasons and like hearing a consultant tell them that it's a 

workable idea. 

I listened with different ears because the modern elevated rail 

systems I've seen do not strike me as ugly — they are, for 

example, a lot prettier than the H - 1 — and I've seen surface 

light rail disrupt traffic, so even though I'm a rail buff I don't 

automatically think surface rail is cool. And from where I was 

standing, distracted only by my leg throbbing, the city's point of 

view made more sense than that of the consultant who 

parachuted in at the last minute to say everybody else was an 

idiot. Rail is first and foremost for local commuters, and needs to 

function as an effective alternative way to get to work. 

Architects vs. the rail planners I Howzit Howard 
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One nice lady felt elevated rail would cause blight on the 

waterfront. This is like telling a pirate with gold teeth and an 

eyepatch not to get a nose ring because it will cause blight on 

his face. 

More of a concern for me is those 800 trees that stand in the 

way of progress. If we cannot keep trees in the rail corridor we 

should put them somewhere else. McCully Street should have 

trees in the median if only to take away those few parking 

spaces where residents' cars keep getting their left rear fenders 

rearranged by traffic. 

I detected an undercurrent of feeling that the city planners have 

made up their minds what to do and won't listen to anyone else. 

Let me address that before winding this up. 

Planners of any major project agonize over their options. When 

they finally decide what needs to be done, they absolutely have 

their minds made up. You're darn tootin.' That's only human 

nature. 

So the question is, do you dislodge them from any aspect of 

http://kgmb9.com/howard/2009/04/22/architects-vs-the-rail-planners/[4/28/2009  2:07:35 PM] 

AR00082401 



Architects vs. the rail planners I Howzit Howard 

their plan by heckling them in a public meeting, or do you treat 

them like human beings and lobby them with reason? Just a 

thought. 

Postscript: I got an interesting email from a friend at the local 

AIA chapter. She said that of 144 pre-registered attendees, 85% 

were non-architects. She also said AIA showed city officials their 

opening video before the event. I can confirm that many of the 

most in-your-face questions came from a handful of non-

architects. 

Comments 

2 Responses to "Architects vs. the rail planners" 

• Will Lee on April 23rd, 2009 1:24 pm 

It would seem Howard, that one other obvious 

reason against surface rail, especially in a densely 

populated place like Oahu, are the accidents that it 

will inevitably cause. There's no way around it. If 

you want surface rail, it might look better, but the 

absolute cost is going to be more lives from 

accidents. I mean it's a cost-benefit analysis, just 

like we have cars in society. We know there are 

going to be deaths. But I see that elevated rail is a 

no brainer in terms of efficiency, safety and even 

aesthetics — I just see these trains as offering a 

great balance of modernity cast besides the 

backdrop of Paradise. Let's get on with it. 

on April 24th, 2009 10:36 pm 

Funny how the Rail was working just fine on the 

Big Island in 1916. Yes, I did say 1916. 

And here is the video proof: 

http://tinyurl.com/csyuue  

Just look at those bridges that were made back 

then. 

Some of those tunnels still stand today on the Big 

Island and can be seen still. 

Never mind the "Taggers on the side of the tracks 

on the Bridge" !!! 

Simply amazing footage! 
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http://kgmb9.com/howard/2009/04/22/architects-vs-the-rail-planners/[4/28/2009  2:07:35 PM] 

AR00082402 



Midweek.com  - Print Rallying Against Overtaxation 

Miffeek 
Rallying Against Overtaxation 
April 22, 2009 
By Rick Hamada 

I wish I could say that recent tax protests around the nation and here in Hawaii will signal a definitive change 

in the way our government views taxing and spending. But as noble an effort as we have seen, the arrogance 

of the Democrat majority at the federal and state levels will not be assuaged by the voices of outrage and 

discontent. 

The liberal left in America has it all. There is domination at the White House, the House of Representatives 

and the Senate. In our state Legislature, just eight seats out of 76 are controlled by Republicans. Yes, Hawaii 

has a Republican governor, but this Legislature is doing more to prepare for, in their minds, an incoming 

Democrat governor next year. 

There is nothing in the fibrous core of a liberal Democrat that believes the individual can make better 

decisions for his or her own life than the government. Taxpayers are viewed as exactly that: money machines. 

We are a perpetual ATM designed to fund-on-demand the programs and initiatives that Democrats believe are 

best for "everybody." There is no consideration that individual families have a vision for their own futures. 

There is no consideration that business owners are in business to enrich their lives rather than subsidize 

others. There is no consideration that the removal of money is an act of disarmament. To those on the left, 

these concerns are inconsequential. 

{embed="elements/box_ad"} 

There are several bills before the state Legislature that will increase your taxes. Chief among them is a 

proposal for the state to take the counties' Transient Accommodations Tax (TAT) collections and replace the 

lost revenue with a county sales tax. For those of us on Oahu, this is even harder to swallow. Just last year, 

the state allowed the City and County of Honolulu to raise the GET by .5 percent. Not only would the 

immediate impact of a newly created county sales tax be felt, but a new vehicle for tax increases will be 

available. Just how long would it take for some enterprising liberal to make the case for another tax hike? 

Whether it's a call to raise taxes on income, tobacco or pensions, raising taxes in a suffering economy is the 

worst fiscal policy we should employ. Presidents Kennedy, Reagan and Bush 43 understood this and launched 

economic recoveries after inheriting dismal financial situations. 

The Tax Protests of 2009 follow a series of tax protests your columnist organized 10 years ago. Yes, we were 

successful in thwarting a 34 percent increase in the GET, but what has really changed since? Hawaii remains 

the most overtaxed state in the union. We have embarked on fiscally irresponsible projects like rail that will 

cost Oahu taxpayers billions. 

{embed="elements/google_ad336x280"} 

If a Democrat does win the governorship in 2010 with a similar domination of the state Legislature, the tax 

increases you are seeing today will pale in comparison with what will be enacted in coming years. 

The energizing attendance at the recent protests cannot be considered an accomplishment. It should be 

viewed as a catalyst for another chance at change. 

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/rallying_against_overtaxation/[4/22/2009  12:39:12 PM] 
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Identify your present representative and senator. Are they representing your priorities? If not, identify their 

opponent. If they don't have an opponent, consider running yourself. 

Find this article at: http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/ace_article/rallying_against_overtaxation/  

http://www.midweek.com/content/columns/Print_Story/rallying_against_overtaxation/[4/22/2009  12:39:12 PM] 
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April 22, 2009 

Rail in Waiawa 

How can mayor snub EPA, residents? 

Your article "Mayor won't spare Waiawa from rail" (April 16) really set me off. 

For Mayor Mufi Hannemann to thumb his nose at the EPA and turn a deaf ear to the people who have 
lived in the Banana Patch area their whole lives is beyond my ability to comprehend. 

Does he not have an obligation to respond to the expressed concerns of the EPA? It would seem that 
without a solid endorsement from them the federal monies for his train could be compromised. Or will he 
turn to us with a higher GE tax or higher taxes on our collective lower valued properties to make up for 
the shortfall that is surely in the offing? 

Ronald Massey I 'Ewa Beach 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Wednesday, April 22, 2009 

Traffic noise is excessive 

I was wondering what is with all the loud cars, trucks, mo-peds and motorcycles? 

Why do people like their vehicles to be loud? It's just noise pollution and rude. I think police 
should write citations for too-loud vehicles. What does everyone else think? 

John Arnold 
Honolulu 
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Ikaika Anderson Wins City Council Election 1KGMB9 News Hawaii (KG 

lkaika Anderson Wins City Council Election 
Written by KGMB9 News - news@kgmb9.com  

Ikaika Anderson is the apparent winner of the Honolulu City Council 

district 3 special election. The seat opened up after council woman 

Barbara Marshall died of cancer in February. Anderson, who was Marshall's 

aide, got the most votes at 49.42%. 

This is according to the first printout which gives about 98% of the vote. 

The second printout, which should come out within the hour, shouldn't 

change who the winner is right now. 

The winner will take office May 14th. 

Coming in second was Steve Holmes with 14.17% of the vote. 

Former councilman John Henry Felix came in 5th. He sent out this 

statement: 

"I am humbled and thankful for the opportunity to be among ten other candidates who are passionate about our community. I 

will continue my involvement with community organizations with a renewed vigor! I want to send my sincere aloha and 

congratulations to Ikaika and his 'ohana. I hope we all live up to Barbara Marshall's passion and hard work. I truly wish Ikaika 

well." 

For full results, click  here.  

Last Updated ( April 23, 2009 09:09 PM ) 

Close Window 

http: Mcgmb9. com/main/index2  .php?option=com_content&task=view&id= 16604&pop=l&page=0&Itemid=40 [4/23/2009 10:39:43 PM] 
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lkaika Anderson Wins City Council Race 

Reported by: Olena Rubin 

Email: orubin©khon.com   

Last Update: 4/23 10:10 pm 

Print Story I Email Story 

The race to fill the city council seat formerly 

held by Barbara Marshall has been 
decided.. .and by an overwhelming margin. 

Marshall's aide Ikaika Anderson secured the 

win with a landslide 49 percent of the vote. 

Tears of joy and sadness bring a bittersweet 
end to an emotionally charged campaign. 

"Thank you for everything dad, love you 

dad, you been there, thank you," Ikaika 

Anderson said. 

Anderson was one of 11 candidates hoping to fill the district three seat left vacant 
when Barbara Marshall lost her battle with cancer in February. 

"I'd also like to thank my good friend, my mentor, the late Barbara Marshall, I love you 

boss thank you for everything," Anderson said. 

"I am very excited for him and I am very confident, I knew he could do it," Ikaika's wife 

Lisa Anderson said. 

Anderson garnered 49 percent of the more than 25-thousand votes, former city 

councilman Steve Holmes came in second with 14 percent and Hawaiian Airlines 

employee Tracy Nakano Bean collected 10 percent placing her in third. 

"Everybody put up a tough fight," Anderson said. 

Dozens of supporters and family members gathered at Anderson's house, including 

Barbara Marshall's husband and son, who endorsed Anderson. 

"I was very pleased we've all worked very hard for Ikaika and I think what we have 

done here is we have seen democracy in action," Marshall's husband Cliff Ziems said. 

"I think he is the one candidate that's really going to keep the torch lit that you know my 
mom kind of carried," Marshall's son Joe Marshall said. 

Anderson brought Marshall's chair from her office to the gathering to acknowledge her 

presence in spirit. 

"I lost a dear friend in all of this," Anderson said. 

Anderson says he will continue to perpetuate Marshall's legacy 

"But I will do this job to the best of my ability, I had a wonderful teacher," Anderson 

said. 

And on top of his agenda as soon as he takes his oath... 

"First and foremost is the budget. The people of the district can rest assured that we 

are ready to go," Anderson said. 

Anderson will report to work at Honolulu Hale on Monday; his inauguration takes place 

next month. 
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Honolulu District 3 
Special Vacancy Election 

Name Votes Percentage 

Akau, Paul H. 333 1.31% 

Anderson, Ikaika 12,561 49.42% 

Bean, Tracy R. 	2,608 	10.26% 

Felix, John H. 	 1,819 	7.16% 

Ho, Wilson Kekoa 825 3.25% 

Holmes, Stephen A. 3,601 14.17% 

Kalima, Leona M. 	147 	0.58% 

Leong, Keoki A. 	2,161 	8.5% 

Nalauai, Solomon D.K. 171 0.67% 

Pico, Thomas M. 323 1.27% 

Ryan, Ellen L.P. 	869 	3.42% 

Anderson Wins Councilwoman Marshall's Seat - Print This Story News Story - KITV Honolulu 

KITV.com  

Anderson Wins Councilwoman Marshall's Seat 

Winner Replaces Late Councilwoman 

POSTED: 3:42 pm HST April 23, 2009 

UPDATED: 6:20 pm HST April 23, 2009 

  

 

Related To Story 

 

 

HONOLULU -- Ikaika Anderson, former aide to the late 
Councilwoman Barbara Marshall, is the new council member for 
Waimanalo, Kailua and Kaneohe, the city clerk's office said on 
Thursday night. 

Anderson defeated 10 other candidates with nearly 50 percent of the 
vote in the special election to replace the late Councilwoman Barbara 
Marshall. 

The mail-in election ran from April 6 to 21. 

  

Officials mailed more than 56,000 ballots to Council District 3 voters in Waimanalo, Kailua and Kaneohe. 

Marshall had represented the region since January 2003. She succumbed to cancer February. Doctors diagnosed 
the councilwoman with colon cancer last summer. It was her third bout with the disease. 

Anderson worked as an aide to Marshall. Her husband endorsed Anderson in the election. 

Copyright 2009 by KITV.com  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 

http://www.kitv.com/print/19266562/detail.html[4/23/2009  10:43:06 PM] 
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Ikaika Anderson elected to fill Honolulu City Council seat 

Former Marshall aide takes 49% of votes for City Council position 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

lkaika Anderson wrapped up a short, costly race for the Honolulu City Council seat representing Kailua, 
Kane'ohe and Waimanalo by capturing the seat formerly held by his mentor. 

Anderson won with a commanding 49 percent of the vote, which easily topped his two closest 
competitors, former council members Steve Holmes and John Henry Felix. The special election was 
needed to fill the vacancy following the Feb. 22 death of Councilwoman Barbara Marshall. 

"I'm very proud and thankful that the people of District 3 have placed their trust in me to go and 
represent them on the City Council," Anderson said. "I'll get to work right away and represent them to 
the best of my ability." 

An Anderson victory is considered a positive sign for supporters of the city's plans to build a $5.4 billion 
elevated commuter rail from East Kapolei to Ala Moana. Although Anderson expressed concerns about 
the project, he said he would abide by the results of last November's referendum in which a narrow 
majority of voters supported the project. 

"We need to make sure it's done correctly; we need to make sure that the alignment is done to the best 
possibility to alleviate traffic (and) we've also got to make sure that there's no burden placed on the 
taxpayers of the City and County of Honolulu," Anderson said. 

Holmes placed second in the race with 14 percent of votes cast. Tracy Nakano Bean finished third with 
10 percent of the vote. Keoki Leong came in fourth with 8 percent of the vote, and Felix placed fifth with 
7 percent of votes cast. 

According to campaign finance records, Felix outspent all competitors in the race. Felix raised $58,050 
and spent $128,175 through April 8, according to his filing with the state Campaign Spending 
Commission. Anderson, a former Marshall aide, reported raised $81,192 and spent $98,797. Holmes 
raised $2,200 and spent $43,101. 

In contrast, Marshall, a former TV reporter, raised $31,188 and spent $21,052 in her re-election 
campaign last year, according to campaign finance records. 

City Council Chairman Todd Apo said the margin of Anderson's victory was surprising. 

"I think the voters made it clear who they wanted representing them," he said. 

pivotal outcome 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090424/NEWS04/904240363&template=pnntart  (1 of 2) [4/24/2009 3:43:17 AM] 
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The outcome of the District 3 race was viewed as pivotal to the balance of power on the council that 
favors strong supporters of Mayor Mufi Hannemann. The election of Anderson is not expected to result 
in a major reorganization. 

However, Anderson is expected to play a key role in ongoing issues such as rail, the city's continued 
use of the Waimanalo Gulch landfill, the proliferation of so-called bed-and-breakfast visitor 
accommodations and urban encroachment. 

11 candidates 

Overall, 11 candidates competed for the seat on a schedule that spanned less than two months. The 
election itself was considered the city's first mail-in election. 

Overall, 54,136 ballots were mailed to residents in Kailua, Kane'ohe and Waimanalo. Fully 25,564 
ballots were returned, which resulted in a "voter turnout" of about 45 percent. The last time the city held 
a special election was in 2002, when Ann Kobayashi won the race to replace convicted felon and former 
councilman Andy Mirikitani. Only 12,376 people voted in that election, which was conducted via 
traditional voting precincts. That was a little more than one-fourth of the 44,868 registered voters in 
District 5 at the time. 

The mayor and council are considering raising property taxes and a host of fees, along with reducing 
spending in certain areas, to deal with a $50 million budget shortfall. 

The sources of the shortfall include lower visitor arrivals, declining real estate values and rising 
unemployment. 

http://www.honoluluadyertiser.com/apps/pbcs.d11/article?AID=/20090424/NEWS04/904240363&template=pnntart  (2 of 2) [4/24/2009 3:43:17 AM] 
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Anderson wins Council seat 
Barbara Marshall's replacement plans to continue her legacy as an independent voice 

By B.J. Reyes   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 24, 2009 

The political dynamics of the City Council are not expected to change with the election 
of J. Ikaika Anderson, observers say. 

His predecessor and former boss, the late 
Barbara Marshall, often was seen as the 
deciding vote when issues split the nine-
member Council 4-4, and Anderson is seen 
as a Council member-elect who would 
continue her independent streak. 

"I think it's a statement by the district of 
who they want representing them," said 
Council Chairman Todd Apo. 

Anderson handily won the right to complete 
the term of Marshall, his boss of the past six 
years. She died Feb. 22 of colon cancer just 
months after winning re-election to her 
District 3 seat representing parts of 
Kaneohe, Kailua and Waimanalo. 

"I am going to do what I think is right," 
Anderson said last night in an interview. 
"I'm not aligned to any faction of the 
Council, and I know the Council is 
factionally split 4-4. 

"I'm not interested in that, though. I'm just 

THE VOTES ARE IN 

» J. Ikaika Anderson: 12,582 votes 

» Steve Holmes: 3,612 votes 

» Tracy Nakano Bean: 2,617 votes 

» Keoki Leong: 2,173 votes 

» John Henry Felix: 1,825 votes 

» Pohai Ryan: 869 votes 

» Wilson Kekoa Ho: 832 votes 

» Paul Akau: 337 votes 

» Tom Pico Jr.: 324 votes 

» Sol Naluai: 175 votes 

» Leona Mapuana Kalima: 147 votes 
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looking forward to getting to work for the people of my district." 

Apo welcomed the independence shown by Anderson. 

"I don't think he has any strong ties with the mayor or any strong ties against the mayor," 
Apo said. "My hope, being the Council chair now, is that we get to a point where we're 
working more on an issue-based relationship and dealing with things step by step and not 
by whether the mayor likes it or not. We've got to be dealing with things that serve the 
people." 

Anderson came away with 49 percent of the 25,564 votes cast in the special mail-in 
election that concluded last night. 

Voter turnout was 45 percent. The city mailed 56,471 ballots to registered voters in the 

Anderson's 12,582 votes more than tripled the 3,612, or 14 percent, of runner-up Steve 
Holmes, a former Council member who represented the district in the 1980s and '90s. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann congratulated Anderson on the victory, noting that he has had a 
good working relationship with him as he served Marshall. 

"I think he's going to be a fine addition to the Council and will keep an open mind -- not 
just on issues that affect the Windward side, but also the rest of the island," Hannemann 
said. "I really like the fact that he's saying -- with respect to rail, for example -- that the 
people have spoken and he wants to make sure that it's built right. 

"He enjoyed the support of many pro-rail advocates, and I think that's a big plus for us." 

After completing Marshall's term in 2012, Anderson would be eligible to serve two more 
consecutive terms. 
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COMMENTARY 

Street-level rail worth a look 
By Duke Bainum 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 27, 2009 

Say you needed a new car and you're eyeing a beauty on the showroom floor, but your 
brother calls and says he can get you a car for half the price, that is more energy efficient, 
has the latest technology, can be delivered sooner and have significant lower operating 
and maintenance costs. Wouldn't you at least return his call? 

This is effectively the rail proposal the Honolulu Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA Honolulu) is offering. If the city would consider an at-grade rail system, 
particularly for downtown segments of the proposed route, we could have incredible cost 
savings on construction, significantly reduce the visual blight from pillars of concrete 
blocking our viewplanes, build the system more quickly, extend the system to areas like 
the University of Hawaii and Mililani sooner, better integrate the stops and stations into 
our neighborhoods, and save on future operating costs. The system would also provide 
better connectivity, flexibility and increased accessibility -- and fit better into our 
neighborhoods. 

(A comparison of the systems is shown in the graphic at right.) 

Our community supported a steel-on-steel transit system in November's vote. As a rail 
supporter, I am concerned that the city's handling the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) process will jeopardize the project and its financial viability. 

Not only is the DEIS deficient in addressing significant issues such as the cost and impact 
of future extensions to the University of Hawaii and Waikiki, the city's willingness to 
commit enormous amounts of taxpayers' money, without assurances of repayment, is 
worrisome. If we are not careful with how we spend our money -- even the local money - 
- the cost per mile of the rail project skyrockets and the city jeopardizes our chances of 
receiving federal funding due to lack of cost-efficiency per rider. 
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What's also troubling is the method by which the city single-handedly chose to build an 
above-grade rail system and the lack of transparency in the process. 

For at least the last year, the city has told organizations like the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) Honolulu, that "it's too late" to participate in the discussions about the 
system. Ironically, the rail system and technology are supposed to be made based on an 
analysis of factors which includes comments received during the DEIS comment period; 
the DEIS comment period ran from November 2008 to February 2009. 

Soon after the DEIS comment period ended, the city released two requests for proposals 
for the proposed transit guideway and for the transit core system. Terminology used to 
describe the type of system the city wants to build include, "high floor," "high vehicle 
platform" and "power contact rail" -- these are clear signals that the city is limiting 
technologies, and in fact, are only considering an entirely elevated system. 

To bring this into perspective, in the last 30 years, 30 rail transit projects were built in the 
United States; one chose above-grade rail, all the others chose flexible technologies. 

Whether you support rail or not, we owe it to our current and future generations to build 
the most affordable, efficient, and environmentally friendly system possible. The 
spiraling costs of the current planned system and the downturn in our economy could 
combine into a financial "perfect storm" for city taxpayers. 

While stimulating the economy with construction projects is important, even more 
important is making sure the taxpayer's "car" is the best value for the money AND the 
system that works best within our communities and our environment. 

As a community, we need to continue to monitor this project so that smart financial and 
policy decisions are made so we have the best system for the right price. Asking the hard 
questions will not kill rail -- rather, it's NOT asking the hard questions that could kill rail. 

Duke Bainum is city councilman for District V (McCully-Kaimuki). 
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Ewa Developments Continue Despite Traffic Concerns - KHON2.com  

Click to see how much you 

could save. Three thousand more homes are 
expected to pop up on the Ewa Plain 
over the next couple of years, but 
residents say they have major 
infrastructure concerns. 

Na Makana at Hoakalei, in Ewa Beach, 
launched a preview of their town 
homes Saturday. 

And neighbors who live nearby say it 
was only a matter of time before the empty land was turned into a 
subdivision. 

"The developers want to develop the area, people want new homes, they 
want affordable homes, so on and so forth but you've got to stop and say 
we gotta put the roads in first," Ewa Neighborhood Board member Steve 
Knauer said. 

Knauer says he supports development, but as a result he knows first hand 
what its like to sit in gridlock. 

"It's creating a real kind of handicap on our society," Knauer said. 

"People just have to be a little more patient, but we are expending many 
tax dollars in the West Oahu region," Sen. Will Espero said. 

$200 million is being spent on the Fort Weaver road widening and North 
South Road to relieve traffic 

"Unfortunately because of our limited resources and the demands 
statewide, the neighbor islands as well as other areas on Oahu, were not 
able to build the roads as quickly as the homes were being built," Sen 
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Espero said. 

But Knauer says it's too little too late 

"The problem is we are looking at a solution, a proposed solution that is at 
least 10-15 years old," Knauer said. 

Espero agrees, but says the Fort Weaver Road widening project would 
have been done sooner if the original contractor didn't go bankrupt. 

"And because of that bankruptcy that delayed the completion of the 
widening by about a year and a half," Sen. Espero said. 

Several portions of Fort Weaver have already been expanded into six 
lanes. 

"In the long run the traffic will improve, right now there are some 
problems," Sen. Espero said. 

"Changing all that stuff around wastes time," Knauer said. 

Espero expects the Fort Weaver widening to be completed by October 
and the North South Road is slated to be finished by January 2010. 

Sales for Hoakalei begin next month. 
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Christina Failma, PBN 

The Punaluu bridge 

project "will require the 

use of carpenters, 

ironworkers, builders, 

drivers and many 

others," U.S. Rep. 

Mazie Hirono says. 
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Hawaii stimulus money hits the roads - Pacific Business News (Honolulu): 
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Hawaii stimulus money hits the roads 
State's 'shovel ready' list helps get projects lined up and ready for bidding 

Pacific Business News (Honolulu) - by  Chad Blair  Pacific Business News 

While a short list of familiar names in the heavy construction business will benefit from Hawaii's $1.1 billion in 
federal stimulus money, officials want as much as possible 

to reach small businesses and individual tradespeople. 

About $246 million is budgeted for some two dozen highway, airport and transit projects to support as many as 
3,200 jobs between now and 2012. Another $203 million is budgeted for work on military bases. 

Two months after the federal stimulus bill was signed into law, the only stimulus job under way in Hawaii so far is at 
Kahului Airport on Maui. 

Bode!! Construction Co. is working on a $23.8 million explosive detection system for checked baggage. 

The project already was in the works as part of the state's $2.3 billion airport modernization plan. Five weeks ago, 
Gov. Linda Lingle announced that $18.5 million of the stimulus money would go to help pay for the Maui luggage-screening project. 

"The stimulus money is giving everyone some optimism for more work," said Bill Wilson, president of Hawaiian Dredging  Construction 
Co. "We're doing OK — we're fortunate to have a variety of work. But the economy is very challenging for everybody and there's a great deal 
of uncertainty. [The stimulus] gives us opportunity." 

Because of the emphasis on "shovel ready" projects, state Transportation Director Brennon Morioka said there are "very tight timelines" for 
getting jobs out to bid, evaluated and awarded. Stimulus money can be shifted to other states if it isn't spent by certain deadlines. 

Fresh bids from 15 companies are being weighed by the state Department of Transportation for a $1 8 million seismic retrofit project on H-1 
between Farrington Highway and the Makakilo Separation. 

The bids for the remaining $184 5 million in state projects are either in the process of being advertised or are scheduled to be out later this 
year. 

Those projects include $43.8 million to help bus transit systems for the four counties, with $40.9 million for Oahu. 

Oahu's six projects include $7.9 million to expand the Pearl City Bus Facility parking lot, $4 3 million for a Wahiawa transit center, and $4 
million for engineering work on the rail system. 

Many local construction firms and contractors just now are getting a handle on the transportation projects. 

"It's hard to say yet exactly how much help it will provide, but I welcome it," said William Paik, president of GP Roadway Solutions, a 
division of Grace Pacific Corp. "It's been slow for everybody, especially the larger contractors. People need work." 

GP Roadways, which sells guardrails, barricades, traffic signal devices and arrow boards to direct traffic, stands to gain from the stimulus 
projects. 

But Pail said he does not expect the contracts to go just to the big names. 

"My understanding is that the money will be spread around," he said. "Construction is the third-largest industry in the state, and working 
on roads involves a whole bunch of people." 

Morioka concurs: "A lot of the big construction firms will be getting the work — the Hawaiian Dredgings, the Grace Pacifies. But I think we 
will have a lot of diversity of the trades in this work. We will require some mechanical, some electrical — and that is part of the intent, to put 
as many people back to work." 

http://www.bizjournals.com/pacificistories/2009/04/27/story2.html 7b=1240804800%5E18178318d=printable[4/29/2009  8:33:14 AM] 
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Hawaii stimulus money hits the roads - Pacific Business News (Honolulu): 

U.S. Rep. Mazie Hirono, a Democrat who represents the 2nd Congressional District, used the $17 million South Punaluu Bridge replacement 
on Oahu's Windward side as an example of a "shovel ready" project that will require many hands. 

"It is likely to result in over 300 jobs," Hirono said. "It will require the use of carpenters, ironworkers, builders, drivers and many others. In 
addition, of course, it will benefit the local community with a better bridge." 

Hawaii has several advantages over other states when it comes to the transportation stimulus money. 

The selection of projects began two years ago through a lengthy consultation between county, state and federal officials. In many other 
states, officials can't agree on which projects to fund, leading to a stalemate. 

In addition to the airports plan, the state had embarked on a $618 million harbors improvement plan and outlined a $4.2 billion highway 
upgrade before the $787 billion American Recovery and Reinvestment Act passed in February. 

And the Lingle administration in December announced a $1.8 billion capital improvement project plan, with a big chunk going to roads, 
harbors and airports. 

All the earlier work made it easier for Hawaii to be the -first state to -finalize its transportation stimulus project list. 

The projects range from $400,000 for a new power facility for Honolulu's traffic management center to $35 million for construction of a 
new Ane Keohokalole Highway outside Kona. 

If a project falls through, the D.O.T. has a list of approved substitutes. 

Hawaii is helped as well now that U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye is chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee. Morioka said he will travel 
to Washington several times in the coming months to lobby for several hundred million more in transportation funds for roads and harbor. 

Federal 
• recovery.gov  — Main federal stimulus Web site 
• fbo.gov  —Listing of all federal business opportunities over $25,000, searchable by stimulus-funded projects 
• grants.gov  —Listing of all federal grant opportunities, searchable by congressional district 
• sba.gov/recovery  — Small Business Administration services 

Hawaii 
• hawaii.gov/recovery  —Listing of projects to be funded with stimulus money, FAQs 
• hawaii.gov/bidapps  —State and county procurement notices 
• hirono.house.gov/stimulus.shtml  — U.S. Rep. Mazie Hirono's stimulus list and points of contact 

cblairia)bizjournals.coml 955-8036 
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April 29, 2009 
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Theboat 

Ferry is enjoyable, just needs little help 

I agree wholeheartedly with Shari Kimokeo (Letters, April 17) that TheBoat service should be 
fixed, not sunk. My visiting daughter and I were thrilled by the bouncing ride as we attacked the 
waves. We embarked at Kalaeloa, entered and passed the snack bar where she got coffee, then 
proceeded to the front row of the deck. The ride home was smooth and uneventful but we chatted 
with crew. They often see whales. 

We almost missed it because we went past the turnoff, but realized we must have and went back. 
Better signage is needed. Parking was no problem. I expect most people came on one of the four 
buses. We took the ride because the counter lady at the post office told us she took her visitors 
there — the best and cheapest four hours of entertainment there is. Advertisement would be 
great, but word of mouth is best. Riders should promote it, as Shari did. 

Henrietta Luttrell I Wai'anae 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Wednesday, April 29, 2009 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 29, 2009 

Keep options open for Oahu's rail system 
Thank you, Duke Bainum, for voicing what I am sure many of us in Honolulu have been 
thinking. 

I had just moved to Honolulu a year and a half ago when I met an architect who was 
working on the stations for the proposed elevated rail system. He expressed his dismay 
that the city did not seem to be interested in the more financially practical solution of a 
ground-level system. He had designed these systems all over the world, and was 
distraught at the closed-minded attitudes of the city. 

He eventually resigned from the project and moved on to another area where attitudes 
were more in line with practicality and not reflective of a mayor's ideals seemingly run 
amok. 

I am aghast at the near-sighted attitudes especially after our recent economic downturn. 
Mayor Hannemann's mantra is, "The people voted for it." 

I bet if the people were given a chance to take a closer look at this new suggestion 
expressed by Mr. Bainum, they would opt for a more efficient and financially feasible 
mode of rail, especially now that we are desperately digging for money just to keep the 
city and state afloat. 

Nancy Engle 
Honolulu 
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COMMENTARY 

Elevated rail plan is the right way to go 
By Wayne Yoshioka 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 30, 2009 

City Councilman Duke Bainum is like the guy who shows up late for the big meeting -- 
and everyone has to endure having to retell and rehear what was explained before. It's no 
different with Mr. Bainum and Honolulu's rail transit project ("Street-level rail worth a 
look," Star-Bulletin, April 27). 

Mr. Bainum spent most of the past four years outside Hawaii. If he had lived here during 
the many, many months of study and public debate, he would have known that the city 
thoroughly researched mass transit technologies, including at-grade, or street-level, rail 
and decided on the system best suited for Honolulu. 

The City Council has invested considerable time and effort in reviewing the research and 
holding public hearings. As a result, the Council dismissed street-level rail for solid 
technical and financial reasons. The Hannemann administration fully supported the 
Council's decision to select an elevated rail system when it approved the Locally 
Preferred Alternative. 

For Honolulu, elevated rail has key advantages over street-level trains. 

First, elevated trains will not take traffic lanes away from cars and trucks. Street-level 
trains will take up to three traffic lanes, particularly in urban areas like Kalihi, downtown, 
Kakaako and Ala Moana. Taking traffic lanes away from cars and trucks will worsen 
traffic congestion, as documented by the city's failed Bus Rapid Transit project of the 
early 2000s. 

Second, elevated trains are faster than street-level trains. Congestion slows street-level 
trains to the speed of buses. Trains in Portland, Calgary and Charlotte -- all street-level 
systems -- average 20 mph. In compact Honolulu, street-level trains would be even 
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slower. 

Honolulu's elevated rail line will travel above traffic at an average speed of 30 mph, even 
with station stops. Its top speed will be more than 55 mph, delivering a travel time of 
under 30 minutes for commuters from areas like Pearl City or Waipahu to downtown. 

In terms of cost, construction of street-level light rail is often dictated by whether it can 
be located within an existing street or railroad right-of-way. Cities with ample land, like 
Phoenix, have the luxury of street-level rail. 

But if a train travels in a critical but congested road, traffic demand means maintaining 
existing lanes. Then considerable right-of-way acquisition may be needed as well as 
reconstruction of the existing street. For example, a five-mile street-level section in the 
Rainier Valley of Seattle required the displacement of nearly 300 businesses and 
residences. 

By contrast, Honolulu's 20-mile elevated guideway and 21 elevated rail stations will 
require fewer than 40 full acquisitions. 

Finally, Councilman Bainum is incorrect in saying that only one elevated rail system has 
been built in the last 30 years nationally. Since 1972, more than a half-dozen grade-
separated rail systems have been built in the U.S. 

Councilman Bainum has gone on record as supporting rail. We do not need to send mixed 
messages at this late date when it comes to this badly needed traffic alternative. 

Wayne Yoshioka is director of the city Department of Transportation Services. 
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NEWSLETTER OF THE HONOLULU HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDOR PROJECT 

Former Houston mayor 
and environmentalist 
Kathy Whitmire, now 
living in Windward 
0`ahu, knows a thing or 

two about how popular a rail transit system 
can be. Houston's Metro rail system has 
already reached ridership numbers initially 
projected for the year 2020. 

"It's only been open for about five years, 
but it's already being extended," Whitmire 
said about the Houston rail system in 
a recent interview. "It just goes to show 
that when you provide an alternative to 
the automobile, the traffic and parking 
problems, that people will be willing to take 
advantage of it." 

She knows that in any city, residents have 
a lot of places to go and need a variety of 
energy-efficient options like rail to get there. 
Kathy also supports rail because it helps 
protect the environment. Fewer vehicles 
on the roads because of rail means less 
greenhouse gases released into the 
atmosphere. 

"Automobiles create a lot of pollutants in 
our air and are a source of greenhouse 
gases that contribute to climate change," 
she said. "One way we can solve this is by 
having a good transportation alternative like 
the rail transit system." 

Whitmire noted that planned development 
around the transit stations can also create 
pedestrian-and bike-friendly communities 
that encourage energy-saving modes of 
transportation. 

- 	  r - 

Watch the entire interview with Kathy 
Whitmire at the project's YouTube site: 
www.youtube.com/user/honoluluon-
themove.  

Rail Success 
Story In Houston 

Rail Transit: Environmentally 
Friendly Transportation 

Aloha! 
April is Earth 
Month, a time 
to celebrate the 
three "A's that are 
vital to protecting 
our environment: 
reduce, reuse 
and recycle. 
Honolulu's rail 
transit system will 
practice the 3 "A's 
when train service 
starts and during guideway and rail station 
construction. 

Reduce.  Electrically powered rail transit 
will reduce the amount of energy our island 
uses for transportation. Rail utilizes 25 
percent less energy per passenger mile on 
average than cars and 40 percent less than 
trucks, according to the U.S. Department of 
Energy's Transportation Data Book 2008. 

Rail will also reduce the number of cars 
and trucks on our roads. Because it will 
be a convenient, on-time alternative to 
sitting in traffic, rail will attract enough 
riders to take more than 30,000 vehicles 
off our roads daily when the system is fully 
operational. That will decrease Honolulu's 
carbon footprint and shrink the amount 
of greenhouse gases released into our 
atmosphere by cars and trucks. 

RECYCLED PAPER 
	

ECO-FRIENDLY INKS PrirItGree,  

In another 
example, train 
stations will be 
designed to 
conserve energy 
use while being 
comfortable 
for commuters. 
Stations will be 
open air with 
natural ventilation 
from trade winds. 
Stations may use 

high-strength, energy saving materials like 
industrial fabric instead of metal or plastics 
in certain areas; the fabric won't radiate 
heat on hot days. 

The maintenance and storage facility, 
where the trains will be parked at night, is 
being designed with the three "A's in mind. 
To be energy-efficient, the maintenance 
and storage facility will be built to silver 
certification standards under the Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) program. 

Reuse and recycle.  When building rail 
transit, the project will encourage and, 
in some cases, require contractors to 
enact sustainability plans that recycle 
many valuable construction materials 
from demolished sites, such as asphalt, 
concrete, steel and rebar, whenever 
possible. This will minimize waste and 
divert materials from our landfill. 
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AR00082424 

4,500 

4,000 

3,500 

3,000 

2,500 

2,000 

1,500 

1,000 

500 

0 
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Rail Transit 

Source: U.S. Department of Energy's Transportation Data Book 2008 
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ontact Us 
You can reac us .y ca ing t e project 

hotline at 566-2299 or by submitting your 
comments to www.honolulutransit.org . 

Call or email us if you would like to receive an 
electronic version of this newsletter or would 

like be removed from our mailing list. 

Rail Station Community Workshops 
In Spring & Summer 
We want your ideas on rail station design 

this spring and summer, and we are traveling 

to communities along the route to get them. 

Over the next few months, the project will 

hold rail station community workshops for 

the first six transit stops to be built along the 

route from Kapolei to Leeward Community 

College. 

The purpose is to inform the public about 

many of the station features and to gather 

residents' ideas for the design of ground-

level facilities such as the entry lobby, 

landscaping, archways and additional 

elements. While operational components 

such the elevated platform and station 

roof will be a standard design, we want to 

ensure that, through this inclusive process, 

stations will express the character of their 

communities. 

The first workshop for the Waipahu 

community was held on April 14. The next 

two Waipahu meetings are set for June 

3 and July 8. Workshops for the Kapolei 

community will be held on May 13, June 22 	Workshops will also be held for the students, All workshops are free. For more 

and August 5. All workshops will be from 	faculty and staff of Leeward Community 	information, visit the project website at 

6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 	 College. 	 www.honolulutransit.org  or call 566-2299. 

onolulu On The Move April 2009 
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Honolulu Rail 
Transit Project 

Honolulu On The 
566-2299 	www.honolulutransit.org  
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Planning for the Future 

0`ahu in 2030 

• 200,000 more residents than in 2005 
(22% more people) 

• 100,000 more jobs than in 2005 
(21% more jobs) 

• 750,000 more daily trips than in 2005 
(27% more trips) 



Regional Transportation Plan 

'oe Poky Committee &the Oahu Mgt ropoican Harming OryanizatiOh apporwed Amendment #1  10  11,0 
'Who Regional Transportation Ran 2030  In  May 2007. 7116 Oahu Resional Transportatlon Pim 2030  was 
first approved  in  ApnY 2006. 

Multi-Modal Options to Improve Mobility 

• Highway Capacity 
Expansion 

• Traffic Engineering 
Improvements 

• Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Projects 

• Expansion of 
TheBus 

• Fixed Guideway 
Project 

  

566- 2299 	ww.v.honolulutransitorg 
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Decisions Made 

• Choice of Mode 
• Fixed Guideway in Exclusive Right-of-Way 

• Choice of Alignment 
• Ultimately — Kapolei to UH Manoa and Waikiki 
• Initially — East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center 

• Choice of Vehicle Technology 
• Steel Wheel on Steel Rail "Light Metro" 
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Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 
Alternatives Analysis Report 

Department ol Transportation SONiCet 

City and County of Honolulu 
Mayor Mutt Honnomann 

Hovombor 1, 2006 
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City Council Selection 
December 22, 2006 

• By a vote of 7 to 2 the City Council 
selected Fixed Guideway 



CENTRAL O'AHU 

AMOND 
H EAD 
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Miles 

LEGEND 

• 	Fixed Guideway Station 

-  Locally Preferred Alternative 

Locally Preferred Alternative 

566-2299 	www.honolulutransit.org  
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Project Schedule 

Alternatives Analysis 

Select Locally Preferred Alternative 

Choose New Start Project 

Environmental Review Process 

Preliminary Engineering 

Phase 1 Design/Build Contracts 

Full Funding Grant Agreement 

Final Design - Phases 2+ 

Construction - Phases 2+ 

Opening in Phases 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ATEMENT/SECTION  4(f)  EVALUATION 
NOVEMBER 2008 

—1100 

jj 
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Environmental Impact Statement 

• Draft EIS Comment 
Review Period 
Nov. 24 - Feb. 6 

• Comments 
Addressed in 
Final EIS 
Late Summer 2009 

• Record of Decision 
Fall 2009 

566-2299 	www.honolulutransitorg 
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Draft EIS Topics 
Chapter 1 Background, Purpose and Need 
Chapter 2 Alternatives Considered 
Chapter 3 Transportation 
Chapter 4 Environmental Analysis, 

Consequences, and Mitigation 
Chapter 5 Section 4(f) Evaluation 
Chapter 6 Cost and Financial Analysis 
Chapter 7 Evaluation of Alternatives 
Chapter 8 Comments and Coordination 



What could it look like? 

1-  11111111111 

566- 2299  www.honolulutransit.org  
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What could it look like?   
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Kamehameha Highway at 
Ka`ahumanu Street 
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Kamehameha Highway near 
Radford Drive 
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Crossing Nu'uanu Stream 

Honolulu On The o 
566-2299  www.honolulutransit.org  
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Halekauwila Street at 
Mother Waldron Park 



How would I use it? 
1. Walk or take bus to 

Waipahu Transit Center 
Station 

2. Take escalator or stairs up 
to station platform 

3. Wait for train 

4. Board train and ride to 
Civic Center Station 

5. Take escalator to ground 
and walk to work 

• 10 15 min 

• 1 min 

• 2 min 

• 26 min 

• 5 min 

s 

Total Trip from home in 
Waipahu to Civic Center 

	
44 -49 minutes 

566-2299 	www.honolulutransitorg 
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How much will it cost to build? 
Millions 
of 2008 
Dollars 

Estimated Construction Cost 2,100 

Design / Construction Contingency 555 

Construction Subtotal 2,655 

Right-of-Way 150 

Vehicles 295 

Professional Services 795 

Project Reserve 230 

Capital Cost 4,125 

Finance Charges 380 

TOTAL COST 4,500 

566- 2299 www.honolulutransit.org  



, 

566-2299 	www.honolulutransit.org  

Sources and Uses of Funds 
Millions of 
Inflated $ 

GET Surcharge Revenues 4,050 

FTA New Starts Funds 1,385 

TOTAL REVENUE 5,435 

Capital Cost 4,930 

Finance Charges 505 

TOTAL COST 5,435 
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Operating & Maintenance Cost 

• Rail operating & maintenance cost, 
after fares, will be •ft-$45 million a year 

• 2-3% of the City's annual operating 
budget, an amount that can be 
accommodated without an increase 
in taxes 

A bus+rail system costs less 
than the cost of carrying 

the same number of riders 
on a bus-only system 
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Projected Economic Benefits 

• Building rail can fight the recession 
• Creating more than 10,000 jobs a year on 

average 

• Generating jobs 
in construction, 
restaurants, 
retail, and other 
industries 



Environmental Benefits 
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Source: U.S. Department of Energy's Transportation Data Book 2008 

• Electrically powered trains use less energy 
per passenger mile than cars & trucks 

Honolulu 0 The 566-2299 www.honolulutransitorg 
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Traffic Benefits 
• Rail will reduce future traffic delay by 

over 20% 
• Rail will remove more than 30,000 cars 

and trucks from our roads each day 
• One 300-passenger train can take 200 

vehicles off our roads 
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Moving Forward 
• Late Summer 2009: Release of Final EIS 
• Fall 2009: FTA issues Record of Decision 
• Fall 2009: Award design/build contract 

for first phase 
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What's Next... 

• Spring 2011: Full funding grant 
agreement with the federal government 

• Late 2012: Initial service in Waipahu 
• Late 2018: Start full service between East 

Kapolei and Ala Moana 
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Stay Informed 

• Sign up for the newsletter 

• Watch Channel 54, Mondays at 6:30pm 

• Visit www.honolulutransit.org  

• Call the project hotline: 566-2299 

• Stay informed with accurate information 
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