
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 	Presentation Recap 
i 

Organization: Ko'olani BOD and NH 

Projects Committee 

Date: August 27, 2009 

Time/Place: 3:00 PM @ Ko'olani Party 

Room 

Presenter(s) & Type: Pat Lee, PPT; Clyde 

Shimizu 

Note Taker: Pat Lee 

PIT Attendees: 

Organization's descriptions, Socioeconomic 
composition, & project support: The 
meeting was attended by 10 people, the 
building manager, condo engineer, unit 
owners and board members of the Ko'olani 
condominium. The building is a high rise 
luxury condo along the rail route. 

Approximate number of attendees: 

Male 	60 % Female 40 % 

Age Range: 
30 & Under 	0 % Disabled 0 % 

31-54 	10 % 

55 & Older 	90 % 

Ethnic Background: (Check all that apply) 

Asian 	50 % Pacific Islander 
	

% 

Caucasian 	50 % Other 
	

% 

Other: 	  

General Discussion Overview: Provided a PowerPoint presentation giving general 
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project background and schedule, including discussion on elevated system, route, 

stations, cost and revenue sources. Also provided slides on the plan and profile from 

downtown to Ala Moana Center. 

Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 	Presentation Recap Cont. 

Organization: Ko'olani BOD and NH Projects Committee 

Date: August 27, 2009 

Questions, Answers & Comments: 

Most of the questions were directed to Clyde and specific to impacts to the Ko'olani 
building and the plan and profile slides: 

1. How close will the structure be to our building? Riders will be able to look into 
our units. A: the guideway will be approximately 70 feet from your building and 
35 feet high. Train vehicles will be about 10 feet high. 

2. Is it too late, or can the route be changed away from our building? A: the Council 
selected the LPA in 2006 and the route in 2007, and we are proceeding with plans 
as directed by the Council's decisions. 

3. How far apart are the columns? A: 120 to 150 feet apart. 
4. How much is the clearance under the structure and can something be built under 

it? A: Sixteen and a half feet clearance. There have been some suggestions for a 
greenway or landscaping, bikeways, etc. beneath the guideway but we have not 
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made any decisions yet. 
5. The Makiki Post Office is below the freeway. We don't want any buildings under 

the guideway. 
6. Why can't the train turn up Waimanu Street instead of passing our building? A: 

we considered many variations of the route, including South King, Kapiolani, etc. 
before selecting this route. The route has not changed for several years, since the 
LPA was selected. 

7. What were the criteria for route selection? A: land use, environmental justice, 
ridership, environmental impacts and other criteria. 

8. We don't remember details about the route. Did you have meetings here in the 
community to inform the residents? Our building was completed in 2006 so we 
did not have an opportunity to participate. A: We held many meetings in the 
community, including scoping meetings at McKinley HS, meetings at the 
Convention Center, made presentations at Washington Middle School and give 
regular updates at the Ala Moana NH board. 

9. Where can I find information on noise impacts? What is the impact of noise from 
seventy feet? A: Information is available in the DEIS, which is on line. 

10.Have you acquired any land for the project yet? A: Can not until the project 
receives its ROD. 

11. Is there no other alternative for the downtown to Ala Moana route? A: the route 
has been selected. 

12. Didn't you make a decision based on incorrect information that our units start on 
the seventh floor, not the fifth floor so your train is actually closer to us? A: the 
decision on the route was made years ago based on criteria we mentioned. We 
only gathered specific information on your building last month in response to your 
questions and in preparation for this meeting. Crescent Heights, the developer of 
Ko'olani erroneously lists the units starting on the seventh floor on its project 
website. However, this was not part of our evaluation criteria for the route, as the 
train passes closer to buildings in other areas. 

13. How frequent are the trains? Am I going to see a train every 3 minutes? How 
many cars to a train? A: the train will operate from 4AM to midnight, with service 
every 3 minutes during peak, and 6 to 10 minutes during non-peak times. Trains 
can have 1 to 3 cars, but will mostly operate as a two car train. 

14. Will you have some kind of security on board? A: the elevated guideway allows 
for an automated, driverless system. There will be security measures on the train 
and at the stations. 
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15. Why did you reject Kapiolani Boulevard? That is much wider than Halekauila and 
Queen. A: there would be more impacts with traffic and the contraflow system on 
Kapiolani. 

16. Your noise attenuation walls would just direct noise upward to our units? A: the 
noise attenuation walls are meant to dampen and absorb sound. 

17. Will this be like the Chicago El? A: No, it is a modern, quiet system. Like 
automobile technology, new trains are quieter and smoother. 

18. How does it compare to BART? A: BART is an older system and is a heavier, 
commuter rail system. 

19. When will you be constructing in this area? A: the schedule calls for this phase of 
work to begin in 2013-2014. 

AR00081001 


