
Public Involvement Overview 

January 2010 

Month 

Hotline Calls* 13 

Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 24 

FOIA requests 0 

Speakers Bureau 

Presentations/ Coffee Hours/ Community Displays & Events 11 

Neighborhood Boards 7 

Community Updates/Mayor's Town Meetings/ RTD Workshops 0 

TV/Radio Appearances 0 

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299 
** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period 
on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month. 
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January 2010 website and hotline comments 

Submission 
Date 

Submission Content/Notes 

01/04/2010 Primarly interested in all rail projects 

01/11/2010 Hello. What company is conducting the archaeological field surveys for the 
rail route? Thanks. 
Hello. I understand Cultural Surveys Hawaii is conducting the archaeology 
for the Rail. I would like to know if Cultural Surveys Hawaii is conducting the 
archaeology just for Segment 1 of the Rail route or all of the Rail route 
segments. 

—I- Where or which side exactly of the Ala Moana Shopping Center station will 
the entrance/exit to the platform be located? Also, how can I get access to a 

01/12/2010 	copy of the design prints of the Ala Moana Shopping Center station platform 
or be able to get a pictoral view of it at least? Thank you for your time and 
attention! 
Aloha, I would first like to share my ho'omaika'i and commend the Mayor for 
his forward thinking of such a needed project for the growth of our community 
and island. I am a resident of Salt Lake, as you may well know Salt Lake is 
not like any other community; due to the amount of high rises we have. I 
beleive that our issue was not adjusted within the past planning of the new 
rail's route. As like any other community grows Salt Lake also grows, but in 
our community it is not like any other; we grow upwards as in our high rises. 
If you were to drive on Ala !lima St. between the high rises, every morning 
bus stops are packed with people trying to go to work, school, ect. As you get 
on the bus it's almost as if its a race to get a seat, because usually their are 
none left by the time it exits to Salt Lake Blvd. If it were more accesible to the 
residents of Salt Lake I am sure that we will be frequent riders of such a 
transit option the city provides. We are a community that is speacial in its 
own way, we are still in Honolulu, and we shall get the same koku'a for the 
same hope'na. I sure do hope the city has not poina the Salt Lake 
Community through its Rail Planning Process! Mayor Mufi, Its now your time 
to respond to the needs our our community. Mahalo Nui Loa, Chace Manabu 
Kamalei'aha'aha Shigemasa-Neill 

01/12/2010 

01/14/2010 

01/16/2010 

01/18/2010 

How can my brother get a job in the construction part of the rail transit, and 
when will it start? 
Attention Whane Yokesha: Please drop the at Grade Rail as it is unsafe and 
slows down the whole system and stops it every time there is a accident and 
there will be more than you want to pay for. It is only needed to look at 
others. The new system in Utah even killed the woman who was the major 
supporter of it the first week of operation. If you are not building monorail at 
least keep it Grade Separated. Clark Dodge with 38 years with another DOT. 

01/19/2010 

I would like to know the locations of the transit stops in kakaako between 
downtown and ala moana. It is not clear from the maps provided. Can you 
send me street addresses or a more specific map? I am a UH Manoa student 
studying the rail project for my doctorate. Thank you. 
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Submission 
Date 

Submission Content/Notes 

To whom this may concern, First off, I commend everyone's efforts on this 
project and look forward returning home to O'ahu's economy to ride the rail 
system. I attended the community feedback sessions this past summer and 
the architects said that it was too early to find out technical information about 
the trains. I was wondering if any of this technical information is available 
specifically pertaining to manufacturer, model, and other information such as 
energy efficiencies, regenerative breaking, etc. I am an engineer and am 
interested in the long term sustainability of the trains. Thank you for your time 
and I look forward to hearing back from you. Sincerely, Andrew Braum 
Institute for Computational and Mathematical Engineering Masters Student 
Stanford University abraum@stanford.edu  andrew.braum@hotmail.com  
(808)391-1535 

Congratulations. I am very pleased and excited to see your rail system 
unfolding. This should prove to be a very benificial and worthwile endeavor 

01/29/2010 for everyone in the community and also to the visitors. Please focus on and 
keep in the forefront a corroridor/track way to maneuver around a disabled 
train. This will be crucial to the functionality of your system on a daily basis. 

You guys are idiots! You want to build something because it will be good for 
construction. What about all the businesses along the route and the 
congestion you will cause for commuters while the rail is built? Who's going 
to ride the rail from Kapolei to Waipahu? No one will ride the rail until it is 
totally completed.. .30 years from now. If you honestly wanted to help the 

01/30/2010 	
construction industry & our local economy, you would spend the rail money 
to widen and repair the existing highways and add more bus and shuttle 
routes. Of course then all the money wouldn't be funneled into certain 
peoples' pockets. Yea this whole thing stinks. You must think we're all stupid 
out here! I only hope that if this ugly thing is built,that all who are responsible 
for ramming it down our throats, are held accountable for it. God save your 
souls. 

* Submission Content / Notes have not been edited for spelling grammar. They appear as 
written. 

01/27/2010 
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January 1, 2010 

Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Potential downside must be scrutinized 

Contrary to Bernardo P. Benigmo's letter (Dec. 22), people like former Gov. Ben Cayetano are 
not "trying to wreck our hope for a better transportation in the future." 

Instead, they are warning us that there is a large potential downside to the rail project that has not 
been honestly addressed and adequately publicized. 

The questions are whether the rail system will deliver all of its claimed benefits, and at what cost. 
If it doesn't substantially reduce traffic, and if ridership falls well below projections, we will have 
spent vast amounts of money on a woefully inadequate remedy for our congested roadways. 

The rail project entails not only huge construction costs but also the ongoing costs of keeping it 
running year after year, which are likely to be substantial. Where will the money for the 
operational costs come from? 

At a time when our state and local governments are already scrambling to plug gaping holes in 
their budgets, we need to demand well-grounded answers to tough questions about this very 
expensive public works project. 

The downside of rail must be just as thoroughly scrutinized as the promised upside; its not going 
to be a free lunch. 

KENT HIRATA I Honolulu 
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Construction industry banks on rail to jumpstart economy - Pacific Busine... 	http://pacific.bizjournals.com/pacific/stories/2010/01/04/focus2.html?b=...  

Members: Log in I Not Registered? Register for free extra services. 

Pacific Business News (Honolulu) - January 4, 2010 
IpacMcistories120101011041focus2.html?b=1262581200%5E2669741   

PACIFIC BUSINESS NEWS 
Friday, January 1, 2010 I Modified: Monday, January 4, 2010 

Construction industry banks on rail to jumpstart economy 
Pacific Business News (Honolulu) - by Janis L. Magin Pacific Business News 

Hawaii's construction industry is pinning its hopes for 2010 on Honolulu's rail transit project after a year that saw the bulk of the activity 
grind to a halt. 

The last of the projects that started during the building boom were either completed by the end of the year or are due to finish by the 
middle of 2010. For projects that haven't started, financing remains almost impossible to obtain. 

Still, taking the place of a big volume of projects scattered across the state are a handful of large jobs that will put thousands of people 
back to work. 

At the top of the list is the first phase of the Honolulu rail system, scheduled to break ground in Kapolei in January. It's a $480 million job 
that will employ 4,000 people by next year. 

Work on the first major reconstruction of the state's airports in 30 years is also starting at Honolulu International Airport, with a 
new $140 million concourse to be built to expand the Interisland Terminal. 

Big private construction jobs include the ongoing Disney resort project at Ko Olina and the Salvation Army's $130 million Kroc Center 
in Kapolei. 

Many construction projects that had been on the boards were either canceled or postponed in 2009 as the global financial crisis dried up 
construction loans. 

Other projects hit the skids when developers ran out of money and stopped paying contractors. 

Work on the partially completed Whole Foods project at the Ward Villages froze in late 2008 after landlord General Growth 
Properties ordered the general contractor to stop work. General Growth later filed for Chapter ii bankruptcy reorganization, and Whole 
Foods canceled its lease for the 35,000-square-foot unfinished space. 

Work on the Moana Vista condominium in Kakaako stopped nearly a year ago but is scheduled to resume in early 2010. A San 
Diego-based developer has taken over the project, renamed it Pacifica, and plans to spend $15o million over the next two years to 
redesign and finish the building. 

Most of the big work for contractors in 2009 has been with the federal and state governments and the military, a trend that will continue 
into 2010 as federal stimulus money trickles in for projects such as the renovation of the Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalanianaele Federal 
Building in Honolulu and the federal building in Hilo. 

2010 POSITIVES: 

• Rail, rail, rail. Trade unions and contractors are optimistic that work on the first phase of Honolulu's rail system will create good jobs 
and spur more development. 

• Stimulus money for federal, military construction work. 

• Some loosening of capital expected. 

2010 NEGATIVES: 

• Large, privately funded projects still scarce. 

• Residential construction still dead. 

jrnagin@bizjournals.corn 955-8041 

All contents of this site @ American City Business Journals Inc. All rights reserved. 
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Stor94;ulletin Eri PRINTTHIS 

EDITORIAL 

Failed anti-rail effort reveals Charter flaw 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 04, 2010 

A Hawaii appeals court has upheld a former city clerk's blocking of a ballot measure challenging 
construction of the rail transit between Kapolei and Ala Moana. While opposition to the worthwhile 
project will continue, the ruling should continue the momentum toward this year's beginning of 
construction. 

When the group Stop Rail Now submitted a petition for a special election on the issue in September 
2008, then-City Clerk Denise DeCosta rejected it because the petition was flawed. It contained too few 
signatures and called for a special election too close to that year's general election. 

However, part of the confusion about the requirements was caused by what the Intermediate Court of 
Appeals described last week as "ambiguous" wording. The City Council should rewrite that part of the 
City Charter to clarify the process for bringing initiatives to a vote. 

Stop Rail Now gathered more than 35,000 signatures under the misunderstanding that at least 10 percent 
of the number of registered voters in the last mayoral election would suffice to trigger a special election. 
DeCosta pointed out that the Charter requires that petition be accompanied by signatures of 10 percent 
of all registered voters or 15 percent of those who actually voted in mayoral race, or at least 49,000 
signatures. 

The Stop Rail Now petition also erred in calling for a "special election" when it should have sought a 
general election initiative. Special elections cannot be conducted if the petition has been submitted 
within 180 days of a general election. 

The appeals court noted that voters nevertheless had their say on the rail issue, although not the way 
Stop Rail Now preferred. The City Council approved and Mayor Mufi Hannemann signed onto the 
ballot a measure asking for voters' approval for the duties of the city director of transportation services 
to "include establishment of a steel wheel and steel rail transit system." Approval was given by 50.6 
percent of voters, while nay-sayers totaled 45.7 percent. 

The city is awaiting federal and state approval of its final environmental impact statement on the rail 
transit before breaking ground. The statement is likely to trigger more challenges, but the city already 
has awarded a major contract to design and build raised guideways between Kapolei and Pearl 
Highlands near Leeward Community College. 

While the city should have an open ear to suggested ways to improve the rail project, it should 
vigorously avoid being sidetracked by opposition to the very concept. A plan that has been in the offing 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Failed+anti-rail+effort+reveal.. . 1/4/2010 
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for decades should not be abandoned at this juncture. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20100104_failed_anti_rail_effort  reveals_charter flaw.html 

I  I  Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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January 5, 2010 

Hearings need strict environmental focus 

The public hearings planned on the environmental impact of Honolulu's planned mass-transit system 
could be a productive way to make sure the city is poised to do all it can to mitigate these effects on 
Oahu. 

Or they could turn into a big distraction that wastes a lot of time and accomplishes little. 

The mission of the Lingle administration, soon to begin reviewing the city's final environmental impact 
statement on the 20-mile fixed-rail project, ought to be identifying solutions to the inevitable 
challenges of such a major undertaking. 

They should apply a laser focus on the concerns raised in the draft EIS, such as the treatment of 
Hawaiian burials encountered along the route, noise containment, visual blight and the relocation of 
businesses and other community facilities and the financial and social upheaval that can cause for 
residents. Some of the proposals for managing the repercussions of rail are contained in the 
document that's downloadable by clicking the "Draft EIS" tab at  http://honolulutransit.orq.  But  other 
ideas should be solicited. 

The governor has opted for a detailed review, one likely to be conducted by her Office of 
Environmental Quality Control. Its a legal but unusual step at this point in the environmental review, 
given that there already have been many hearings on the project and Lingle's own department heads 
already have reviewed the EIS. OEQC has the power to conduct such hearings but its rarely invoked 
— the public outcry over pesticide contamination of milk and water 20 years ago was one of the last 
times. 

The rail project rises to the level of importance that bolsters the case for public hearings. But the aim 
should be the gathering of information that can move this project toward completion in the most 
environmentally responsible way — not a stalling tactic to derail the project. 

While there's sure to be testimony from rail opponents questioning the need for the project and the 
technology being used — that's happened throughout this politically charged process — those issues 
have been settled. Revisiting them won't do anything but needlessly delay this well-planned, much-
needed public works project. 

The city has a chance to start work on the project at an opportune moment, from the standpoint of 
both low construction costs and a dire need for economic stimulus. That should be the state's 
interests as well, and that's what should be pursued. 

http ://www.honoluluadvertiser. com/print/article/20100105/OPINION01/1050309/Hearings-.. . 1/5/2010 
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January 5, 2010 

Stop Rail Now appeal rejected 
By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Opponents of Honolulu's planned $5.5 billion rail transit project suffered a legal setback last week. 

The Hawaii Intermediate Court of Appeals on Wednesday upheld a Circuit Court decision that 
prevented the nonprofit group from placing an anti-rail ordinance on the November 2008 general 
election ballot. The group had hoped that a successful appeal would result in a special election 
asking voters whether "Honolulu mass transit shall not include trains or rail." 

The group collected about 35,000 valid signatures in 2008 calling for a special election. The group 
had hoped to put the issue on the general election ballot. 

However, the city argued that Stop Rail Now's petition should not be placed on the November 2008 
ballot because the group specifically asked for a special election. By asking for a special election, 
Stop Rail Now was trying to get on the November ballot by gathering fewer signatures than if it had 
asked to be on the general election ballot. 

While Stop Rail Now eventually failed to get its ordinance on the ballot, it succeeded in forcing the 
City Council to place a separate version of the rail question before the electorate. In that election, 
voters supported authorizing the city to proceed with the project by roughly 51 percent to 46 percent. 

Stop Rail Now co-founder Dennis Callan yesterday said he was disappointed with the ruling. 

"Frankly we saw a loophole in the Charter and we tried to go right through it and it didn't work," he 
said. However, "we accomplished a tremendous amount," Callan said. "We really brought the issue of 
rail front and center before the public and generated a year and a half of public discussion that 
wouldn't have happened otherwise. 

"So what we did was worthwhile, there's no doubt about that." 

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann plans to break ground on the 20-mile East Kapolei to Ala Moana 
elevated train within months. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100105/NEWS09/1050334/Stop-Rail-No.. . 1/5/2010 
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January 7, 2010 

Lean times bring lower bids 
State hopes to save again on two new highway projects 

Advertiser Staff 

Two major highway improvement projects have been put out to bid, and the state hopes to pick up 
where it left off in 2009 — with a bargain on their construction costs. 

The state saved millions of dollars last year as dozens of transportation projects came in under 
expected costs. 

Bids for some projects have come in at less than 50 percent of what was anticipated, according to a 
list provided by the state Department of Transportation. 

The sagging Hawaii economy, which tanked in 2008 and has been slow to rebound, has left a lot of 
construction workers without jobs and the larger construction companies hungry for work, said state 
Transportation Director Brennon Morioka. 

The result has been overall bids on state DOT projects that averaged about 60 to 70 percent of 
estimated construction costs, he said. 

Yesterday, Morioka announced the Highways Division's request for bids on a project to install an out-
bound, afternoon contraflow lane on the H-1 Freeway through the 'Aiea-Pearl City corridor, as well as 
construction of another segment of the so-called Lahaina bypass highway. 

Construction costs for the contraflow project, which includes repairs to the aging Pearl City and 
Waimalu H-1 Freeway viaducts, have been pegged at about $75 million. About 90 percent of that will 
be paid with federal money. 

The cost to build the 1.7-mile, phase 1B-1, segment of the Honoa-pi'ilani Realignment Project, more 
commonly known as the Lahaina Bypass, has been estimated at about $50 million. Federal money is 
expected to cover about 80 percent of that cost. 

"As little as two years ago, as few as two firms might bid on projects like these," Morioka said. 
"Today, with much greater competition, we expect four, five or six companies to bid on the projects." 

Morioka said there are six to eight companies operating in the state that have the financial strength 
and resources needed to take on one or both projects. 

The afternoon contraflow lane is designed to improve west-bound traffic by employing a moveable 
barrier system, similar to the ZipperLane used during morning peak traffic hours from Waikele to 
Honolulu International Airport. 

And phase 1 B-1 of the Lahaina Bypass Road on Maui is the second of five planned phases, which, 
when completed, will provide an alternative route around Lahaina town, Morioka said. 

The phase being put out to bid will extend from Lahainaluna Road, connecting with the ongoing work 
on Phase 1A, and south to Hokiokio Place. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100107/NEWS09/1070329/Lean-times-b.. . 1/7/2010 
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"These projects will help improve the quality of life for thousands of motorists each day, getting them 
through traffic and home to their families faster than ever before," Morioka said. 

The two projects will also help stimulate Hawai'i's economy, with each $1 million spent expected to 
create 12 or 13 new jobs, he said. 

"That's money that will trickle down not just to contractors and construction workers, but to equipment 
operators, suppliers, delivery people, architects, various subcontractors and so on," Morioka said. 

Eventually, the economic benefit will move beyond the construction industry and help out everybody 
else as well," Morioka said. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100107/NEWS09/1070329/Lean-times-b.. . 1/7/2010 
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Coconut Wireless 

Loyal Bushies in the Honolulu First Circuit and Maui 
Pineapple Production Resurrected 

by Jacob Shafer 

January 07, 2010 

HYPER LOCAL 

Reports of pineapple's demise on Maui were, if not greatly exaggerated, at least premature. From 

the ashes of Maui Land Et Pineapple's defunct agricultural arm rises Haliimaile Pineapple Company, 

a venture backed by several former MLEtP executives. In a December 31 release, CEO Darren Strand 

said the company "brings new hope...by immediately saving 65 agricultural jobs with an expectation 

of adding more in the future." Of course, the issues that doomed MLEtP—and plantation-style ag in 

general—still loom, but hey, it's the New Year. If you can't be optimistic now, when can you?... 

LOCAL 

On the subject of optimism: You'll be glad to hear Hawaii's public school system will be "staying 

the course," according to Acting Superintendent Kathryn Matayoshi, who replaces the recently 

resigned Pat Hamamoto. That would be the same course that's gotten us bottom-of-the-heap test 

scores and the fewest numbers of instructional days in the nation, right? Just checking. (OK, to be 

fair: as of this writing, there were rumblings that Gov. Lingle and the teachers union might soon 

reach an agreement to eliminate some furlough days. May I be the first to nominate them for a 

medal of honor?).... The hats of former Rep. Ed Case and state Senate President Colleen Hanabusa 

are in the ring, and the two may wind up splitting the Democratic vote in the special election to 

replace Rep. Neil Abercrombie, who announced this week he'll officially step down February 28 to 

spend more time with his gubernatorial campaign. In that case, the beneficiary would be Honolulu 

City Councilman Charles Djou, the lone Republican in the race. Right now, Case—a former member 

of the conservative-leaning Blue Dog Coalition who defeated Hanabusa under similar circumstances 

in 2003—is focused on making sure there is a special election. In a January 4 e-newsletter titled 

"Why We Must Fill Hawaii's Congressional Vacancy ASAP," Case wrote that calls to hold the 

election in conjunction with the September 18 primary show "not only a disrespect for our rights as 

citizens, but a basic lack of knowledge of how Capitol Hill works and what's at stake." What's at 

stake for Case, clearly, is a chance to get back to Washington. And he doesn't want to wait.... 

Speaking of getting back in the game: This week, Gov. Lingle nominated Ed Kubo to a judgeship in 

Honolulu's First Circuit Court, praising him as a man who has "dedicated his career to upholding 

the law and defending the public against crime." You may know Kubo from the eight years he 

spent as Hawaii's U.S. Attorney. Kubo was nominated to that post by President George W. Bush, 

and managed to survive the controversial 2006 U.S. Attorney purge, aimed at eliminating those 

who weren't "loyal Bushies" (quoting an e-mail written by former Ashcroft underling Kyle 
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Sampson). Not surprising Kubo was spared the axe, since campaign contribution records show he 

gave $2,000 to Bush/Cheney in 2004. Always nice to see loyalty rewarded.... Gov. Lingle's decision 

to thoroughly review the Environmental Impact Statement for the Honolulu rail system—previously 

noted in this space as a paper-thin excuse to bring up the Superferry—isn't the only thing delaying 

construction, but it's one significant factor, according to a January 3 Honolulu Advertiser dispatch. 

What's interesting is that Lingle has a (potential) ulterior motive for stalling the project: one of its 

main champions, Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann, could face off against Lt. Gov. Duke Aiona in 

the gubernatorial election. If he does, a failed rail would make for some slam-dunk attack ads (cue 

ominous music, an unflattering black-and-white photo of Hannemann and cartoonish footage of a 

train running off the tracks).... 

NOT LOCAL 

The arrival of the Kapalua Golf Tournament brings with it inevitable stories about Tiger Woods's 

absence and the reasons for it (like the one in the January 5 Maui News titled "Fellow golfers 

surprised by infidelity revelations." Because yeah, a billionaire professional athlete cheating on his 

wife—who saw that coming?). Titillating talk of jilted Swedish models and nine irons bashing 

through Cadillac windows aside, what this illustrates is how completely the game of golf relies on 

one man for its popularity. Seriously—close your eyes and try to imagine the PGA without Tiger 

Woods. Kind of like the beach without the ocean: white, bland and mostly pointless.... While 

Hawaii remains mired in medical marijuana limbo, California is blazing ahead toward the next 

logical step: outright legalization. An effort to place the Tax and Regulate Initiative on the ballot 

in November has reportedly garnered far more than the required 434,000 signatures, and 

supporters say they hope to raise $10 million ("10 dollars from 1 million people," according to an 

Oakland advocate quoted in the San Francisco Chronicle). Similar attempts have failed in the past, 

most recently in Nevada, not generally known as the capitol of moral austerity. But with the 

Golden State staring down a $21 billion deficit, and estimates that legalization could raise $1.4 

billion in tax revenue, there's hope that the tide may finally turn. Of course, never underestimate 

the ability of prohibitionists and the fearful sheep who follow them to harsh everyone's mellow. 

Jacob Shafer, MauiTime 
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January 8, 2010 

Lingle says Honolulu rail project needs 'adjustment' due to 
recession 
By Sean Hao and Gordon Pang 
Advertiser Staff Writers 

Gov. Linda Lingle at a news conference today said the planned $5.5 billion Honolulu commuter rail 
project needs to be adjusted due to the current economic downturn. 

"I've raised two concerns at this point. A major concern is the cost of this project in today's 
atmosphere and what I see as difficulty for our community in the years ahead to get our revenues on 
track. People might say it's a city project but it affects 80 percent of the state. And to knowingly go 
into a project that is going to burden people financially for a generation to come, again, a project that 
the community perhaps cannot afford, I think there needs to be adjustment." 
Responding to an article in The Advertiser today, Lingle said, "The financial numbers as you read 
about in the article in the morning paper I think are important. I'll also be in Washington in February 
and one of my appointments will be with the U.S. Department of Transportation to talk about this 
project. Everything we know about it from the federal DOT is what we've heard via the city. And I 
want to talk directly to them — I want to know what do they think of the financing plan." 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100108/BREAKING01/100108054/Ling.. . 1/8/2010 
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January 8, 2010 

Rail may outpace funding 
FTA memo notes concern over Honolulu's financing source for transit project 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

The Federal Transit Administration raised concerns last fall that the cost of Honolulu's new commuter 
rail line could outpace the revenue the city has lined up to pay for it. 

An FTA memo dated Oct. 7 stated, "while the city already has in place a dedicated funding source, 
project costs have reached a point where they exceed the projected capacity of that source." 

The FTA memo and other documents were obtained yesterday by The Advertiser under a Freedom of 
Information request. 

The federal agency's approval of the rail project is important because the city hopes the agency will 
eventually provide $1.55 billon of the estimated $5.3 billion cost. 

Groundbreaking on the 20-mile elevated rail line from East Kapolei to Ala Moana has been delayed 
while the city gathers backing from various federal and state officials. 

The bulk of the money for building the rail line is to come from a half-percentage-point surcharge that 
was added to the general excise tax in Honolulu in January 2007. However, the slowdown in Hawai'i's 
economy caused tax collections to fall below estimates for much of last year. 

The FTA said "collections have under-run projections made before the current economic downturn. 
Consequently, financial issues may pose difficulties sufficient to put at risk the city's anticipated 
initiation of final design in early 2010." 

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said yesterday the FTA memos are not a concern 
because the tax revenue has started to more closely match city projections in recent months and 
costs are coming in lower than anticipated. 

Yoshioka also said the FTA gave the city the green light to proceed with the next stage of the project, 
known as preliminary engineering, on Oct. 12, demonstrating the agency's overall approval of the rail 
plan. "The FTA could have stopped us right there," Yoshioka said. 

'Low' rating 

In a September memo, the FTA gave the Honolulu project's financial plan a "medium" rating overall, 
which is comparable with many cities seeking federal aid or transit projects. But on "capital financial 
capacity/cost estimates and planning assumptions," the agency rated the city "low." 

The low rating, "reflects concerns about revenues, debt capacity and the city's capacity to absorb 
potentially large revenue risks," the FTA said. 

That assessment was based on August figures, Yoshioka said, and more recent numbers are looking 
better. He added that "the FTA is being cautious and we welcome that." 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100108/NEWS09/1080367/Rail-may-out.. . 1/8/2010 
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The city plans to partially offset lower tax revenues by diverting more than $300 million in federal bus 
money to pay for the train. Still, the financial difficulties facing the project could prevent the city from 
being able to enter into the final design phase early this year, the FTA warned. 

The Advertiser requested information on project rating details from the FTA on Oct. 16. The 
documents obtained yesterday indicated that the FTA was concerned that city transit tax estimates 
were more optimistic than overall excise tax collection estimates prepared by the state Council on 
Revenues. The council's estimates are the basis for state budget planning. 

If the city's transit tax collection forecasts were restated to reflect lower Council on Revenues excise 
tax collection growth rates, the city's transit tax shortfall could climb to $322 million through 2023, 
according to the FTA. 

Federal concerns about the city's financial plan for the transit project don't bode well for a pending 
state review of the project. The project's final environmental impact statement, which is still under 
federal review, will need to be approved by Gov. Linda Lingle before the city can push ahead with 
plans to break ground. 

The city wants that approval to come relatively fast. However, Lingle has said she'll conduct a 
thorough analysis to ensure that the project's financial plan is feasible and that alternatives were 
adequately considered. 

Lingle's announcement is driven in part by a drop in tax revenues needed to build the train. 

Pushed to limit 

Other financial issues raised by the FTA in documents obtained by The Advertiser include: 

• The city's transit tax surcharge revenue could be inadequate to support project debt service 
payments. 

• Project debt will push the city to its limit of affordability for general obligation debt. 

• And operating costs are underestimated compared with near-term trends for the city and peer rail 
operations. 

The FTA also recommended that the city obtain an independent forecast of transit tax revenues from 
a source familiar with the Hawaii economy. The tax surcharge estimates used in the city's most 
recent publically available train financial plan were prepared by Parsons Brinckerhoff, which has a city 
contract to conduct preliminary engineering and environmental impact studies. 

The FTA also recommended the city substantiate its capacity to provide back-up funds for the project 
and its ability to transfer more revenue to the project without affecting other city services. 

"VVhat's expressed there from the FTA is the concern that all of us have — the council , obviously the 
governor and the public and the (transportation) department as well — is making sure this financial 
plan works given where we are in the economy," City Council Chairman Todd Apo said yesterday. 

Apo said lower construction costs could alleviate some of those concerns. He noted that the city 
recently awarded a $483 million contract for the first 6.5 miles of elevated train guideway. That was 
below initial estimates that the contract would cost $500 million to $600 million. 

Had FTA believed that (the financial plan) was so bad that there was no way it would work, they 
wouldn't have allowed the city into preliminary engineering," Apo added. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100108/NEWS09/1080367/Rail-may-out.. . 1/8/2010 
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January 9, 2010 

Honolulu's rail costs put state at financial risk, governor says 
Governor wants city to 'adjust,' build part of route at street level 

By Sean Hao and Gordon Y.K. Pang 
Advertiser Staff Writers 

Honolulu should consider adjustments to its planned $5.3 billion elevated commuter rail line — 
including building a portion of it at street level — to save money and avoid putting more burden on 
taxpayers in a down economy. 

That was the message from Gov. Linda Lingle yesterday as she leveled her strongest criticism to 
date at the rail project championed by Mayor Mufi Hannemann. 

Lingle said she will host a Jan. 18 forum on alternatives to the elevated rail line and will discuss the 
financial plans directly with federal transportation officials while in Washington next month. 

While it is primarily a city project, Lingle said the financial failure of the largest infrastructure project in 
state history could put all Hawaii residents at risk. 

"If a project like this fails financially, and 80 percent of the people are here on Oahu, the state is 
going to be impacted, and the state is going to have to step in at that point to protect the credit rating 
of the state and of the city. Because otherwise it would be very difficult for anyone from Hawaii to be 
selling bonds," Lingle said at a news conference. 

Hannemann said Lingle was creating new hurdles for the planned 20-mile rail line from east Kapolei 
to Ala Moana. 

"It's amazing that, in the absence of any state project that would create the thousands of jobs that the 
rail transit project will, that the governor of this state continues to throw up roadblocks, especially 
since she championed elevated rail during her first year in office," Hannemann said in a written 
statement. 

Lingle said she hopes to spur discussion of alternatives by providing the Jan. 18 public forum for 
members of the American Institute of Architects Hawaii chapter to present their views on transit. The 
group is advocating flexible train technology that would allow the planned rail line to be built at ground 
level in Downtown Honolulu . 

Lingle's statements follow a report in The Advertiser yesterday on recently released Federal Transit 
Administration documents in which the agency raised concerns that the $5.3 billion cost of Honolulu's 
commuter rail line could outstrip the city's ability to pay for it. 

"A major concern is the cost of this project in today's atmosphere and what I see as difficulty for our 
community in the years ahead to get our revenues on track," Lingle said. "People might say its a city 
project, but it affects 80 percent of the state. And to knowingly go into a project that is going to burden 
people financially for a generation to come, again, a project that the community perhaps cannot 
afford, I think there needs to be adjustment. 

"I don't know another project except this one that has made no adjustment from a pre-recession to a 
post-recession proposal." 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100109/NEWS09/1090342/Honolulu-s-r.. . 1/9/2010 
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The American Institute of Architects Hawaii chapter estimated "the difference per mile of an above-
ground to an at-grade (street-level rail line) at $200 million per mile difference in costs. So if you just 
did it for half the distance, say 10 miles out of 20 miles, that's a $2 billion savings. And again, that's 
the kind of adjustment you might want to have to make because of the changing economy and the 
fact that people can't stand more tax burden at this time," Lingle said. 

Concerns raised 

The city this week acknowledged the federal government's concerns about the project's finances 
following an economic- related decline in tax collections needed to pay for the project. However, the 
city maintains that lower near-term tax collections will be offset by lower construction costs, a 
rebounding economy and more than $1 billion set aside to handle contingences . 

The city also plans to divert more than $300 million in federal funds for buses to pay for the train 
system. 

The city maintains that a ground-level train would operate at slower speeds and generate lower 
ridership and higher long-term costs. 

However, groups such as the AIA, Kamehameha Schools and others contend a rail system built at 
least partially at grade would cost less and have less visual impact. 

Lingle said she felt compelled to provide the AIA with a public forum after recently viewing their 
presentation. 

"It had a big impact to me and I found it very compelling because they are pro-transit, they are pro-
development, they make a living in development — and yet they have specific concerns with the plan 
as it is currently being proposed by the city," Lingle said. "I gave a lot of credence to them because 
they had nothing to gain by coming forward and they had a lot to lose because many of them do get 
city projects. 

"So for them to step forward like that — put their livelihood on the line from some people's point of 
view — I felt took a lot and so I wanted to make certain that I gave them an opportunity to express 
themselves to me." 

Federal role 

The AIA presentation is separate from public hearings the state plans to hold once the city receives 
federal permission to release the rail project's final environmental impact statement. 

That document will need to be approved by Lingle before the city can push ahead with plans to break 
ground. 

However, Lingle has said she'll conduct a thorough analysis of the study to ensure that the project's 
financial plan is feasible and that alternatives were adequately considered. 

Part of that process will include meeting directly with federal department of transportation officials 
during a trip to Washington, D.C., in February, she said. Among other things, Lingle wants 
assurances on how much money the federal government will give the city to help pay for the train. 
The city is counting on $1.55 billion in federal funds. 

"Everything we know about it from the federal DOT is what we've heard via the city," Lingle said. "And 
I want to talk directly to them — I want to know what do they think of the financing plan, what do they 
think about the alternatives that the AIA has put forward. I'd also like to ask them about the (federal) 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100109/NEWS09/1090342/Honolulu-s-r.. . 1/9/2010 
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subsidy amount." 

Additional Facts 
Architects on transit plans 

The Hawaii chapter of the American Institute of Architects will provide a presentation on rail from 9 to 
11 a.m. Jan. 18 in the state Capitol auditorium. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100109/NEWS09/1090342/Honolulu-s-r.. . 1/9/2010 
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Feds doubtful over funding of rail project 
The Maui News and its news services 

POSTED: January 9, 2010 

HONOLULU - The Federal Transit Administration has expressed doubts about Honolulu's ability to raise 
enough money to pay for the $5.4 billion commuter rail project. 

Most of the money is to come from a surcharge added to the general excise tax on Oahu in January 2007. 
However, the slowdown in Hawaii's economy caused tax collections to fall below estimates for much of last 
year. 

The FTA said in an Oct. 7 memo that project costs exceed the capacity of the dedicated funding source. 

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said Thursday that the FTA memo is of no concern because 
the tax revenue has started to more closely match city projections and costs are coming in lower than 
anticipated. 

The Honolulu Advertiser obtained the memo under a Freedom of Information request. 
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Lingle calls city's rail plan costly, elevated 
tracks ugly 
By Richard Borreca  

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 09, 2010 

Gov. Linda Lingle is becoming a formidable opponent to the city $5 billion rail transit program. 

Yesterday during an informal news conference, Lingle said the plan costs too much; the city 
failed to examine alternatives; and elevated tracks would be ugly. 

To back up her comments, Lingle will host a special Jan. 18 public meeting at the state Capitol 
auditorium to allow the Hawaii chapter of the American Institute of Architects to detail their 
objection to the plan strongly supported by Mayor Mufi Hannemann. 

The architects' briefing in December increased Lingle's concerns. 

"I found it very compelling and it had a big impact on me. I gave a lot of credence to them 
because they had nothing to gain and a lot to lose because many of them get city contracts," 
Lingle said. 

Lingle said she would invite Hannemann to the presentation, but a city spokesman said he 
thought Hannemann was already scheduled to be on the mainland. 

Hannemann criticized Lingle's opposition, saying she was being "political." 

"It's amazing that, in the absence of any state project that would create the thousands of j obs that 
the rail transit project will, that the governor of this state continues to throw up roadblocks, 
especially since she championed elevated rail during her first year in office," Hannemann said in 
a statement. 

Linglesays the rail transit plan "is not esthetically pleasing," but she fears the cost and the lack of 
a thorough examination of alternatives. 

Since the 2008-09 recession, governments and private contractors have all scaled back their 
projects, Lingle said, noting that the state had to modify its harbor and airport plans, but the city 

AR00080000 



is still going ahead with the transit plan "that will burden generations with a project that the 
community may not be able to afford." 

The governor also doubts that the city has done a good enough job exploring alternatives to the 
elevated rail system planned. 

"A key element of the environmental impact statement is the examination of alternatives. ... The 
architects raised the point that they don't believe the alternatives have been addressed," Lingle 
said. 

When the city completes its EIS, it must be approved by both the federal government and 
Hawaii's governor. So far, Lingle has only said she has not seen a copy of the draft EIS, but her 
concerns yesterday raise a red flag that her fears may harden into a rejection. 

"She's sounding more and more political every day, rather than cooperating with the city on a 
project that the people of Honolulu voted for in the last election that will undoubtedly help the 
state out of its economic doldrums," Hannemann complained. 

AR00080001 
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Letters to the Editor 

City Priorities 

Rail transit is last thing we need now 

Honolulu has been refusing to fix its secondary sewer-treatment plant, which the EPA says is 
substandard and must be done. 

We've been experiencing water-main breaks all over the island on a regular basis. 

Our roads have been ranked in the bottom five in the nation. 

Unemployment, bankruptcies and foreclosures are at record highs. 

And yet, our mayor wants us to ignore all of that and build this $5.5 billion boondoggle called "rail transit." 

Its like a household living in a house with a backed-up sewer line, bursting water pipes, busted-up 
driveway, and with members of the household unemployed, filing bankruptcy or about to be foreclosed 
on, and yet, the head of the household is telling everyone "We've got to dig in a little deeper and buy 
Junior a Hummer so that he has an alternative way to go to school." 

RANDY LEONG I Honolulu 
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Off Track 
A. KAM NAPIER 

Gov. Linda Lingle splashed some cold state water on the city's plan for an elevated rail transit system this 

weekend. She seemed especially worried about the cost of the system in the face of this recession. As the 

Honolulu Star-Bulletin reported Saturday, "Since the 2008-09 recession, governments and private 

contractors have all scaled back their projects, Lingle said, noting that the state had to modify its harbor and 

airport plans, but the city is still going ahead with the transit plan 'that will burden generations with a project 

that the community may not be able to afford." 

What is happening in other cites with rail? This morning I found an eyebrow-raising article from the San Jose 

Mercury News about San Franciso's BART system, which is a well regarded as a great example of mass 

transit. Bay Area folks are actually giving up on BART because it has had to raise its rates to the point of 

being unaffordable. Said one resident, "Giving up public transportation has meant a significant boost to my 

income. I can literally make my car payment with the savings." 

Despite its spiraling fares, BART, as noted at  Reason Magazine, still requires annual tax subsidies of more 

than $300 million to stay afloat. 

We are often told by those who see government as the solution to every problem that some services are too 

vital to be left to the free market. You can't trust those greedy capitalists to be there for you when you need 

them, the argument goes, and they'll shortchange the public when times get tough just to save a buck. 

Then along come the hard times, and what do you see? Tax revenues plummet, government coffers drain, 

and, the next thing you know, the government is cutting back the very same vital services it promised it was 

uniquely qualified to provide: things like a full school year, Medicare reimbursements and affordable mass 

transit. 

So, how exactly are we better off for having socialized these systems? 

1 of 1 	 1/11/2010 12:53 PM 
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January 12,2010 

Time for silent majority to step up on rail 

It smells like politics on the rail transit front. This latest twist — Gov. Linda Lingle's decision to open 
the Capitol auditorium to hold a forum on an alternative to the elevated rail system next week — is not 
the right move. 

Its time for our public officials, business and community leaders who say they support the elevated 
system to make their voices heard. 

Not only have alternatives been sufficiently studied, hundreds of hearings held, mounds of testimony 
recorded, a majority of voters approved the project — business leaders, labor and our entire 
Congressional delegation all support the rail plan — but we also are at a critical juncture where time 
and clarity of purpose are crucial. The draft environmental impact statement is being completed. 
Unneeded, protracted delays could wind up costing taxpayers in more ways than one. 

The political discord does not go unnoticed in Washington by federal transit officials — and we need 
to capture all the federal dollars we can. 

A sensible fiscal plan — one reviewed by top business leaders locally as well as federal officials — is 
in place with a sizeable contingency fund to deal with unforseen costs. To be sure, concerns over 
declining tax revenue are justified, on this projects as well as others. But in the case of rail, this has 
been offset by the lower construction costs with bids thus far coming in millions below projections. 

The rail system will provide broad economic benefits when we need them most. The economy won't 
be in the doldrums forever, and we want Hawaii to be well-positioned and ready to roll once things 
improve. 

"The time for additional public hearings is over," said U.S. Sen. Daniel K. Inouye. "The time for action 
is now. This project will have the dual benefit of relieving traffic congestion from West Oahu to 
Honolulu, while creating an estimated 10,000 jobs to get our construction sector thriving once again. 
Its a decade overdue. Let's get on with it," Inouye said. 

The senior senator is right. Our policymakers should heed that call. 

The financial plan is on firm footing, with Hawai'i's political clout in Washington. "I am committed to 
securing at least $1 billion in federal funds to be matched locally to make this historic project a 
reality," Inouye said. "If there is more to be gotten, I will get more." 

Jim Tollefson, president and CEO of the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, said the Chamber and 
the business community support the rail project. 

Tollefson said that if we had gone through with rail plans in the 1990s, the business community and 
the economy would have been in a much better position to weather this current fiscal storm. Visitors 
already comment about our choked roadways, he said. 

Clearly, after decades of review the at-grade option has already been vetted by transit professionals. 
City officials and transit specialists have repeatedly said that an at-grade system would require more 
trenching, potentially having even greater impact on iwi. It would require more condemnation and 
disruption due to the larger footprint. And elevated rail is safer and not subject to delays in traffic, as 
an at-grade system would be. At-grade is simply not the way to go. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100112/OPINION01/1120308/Time-for.. . 1/12/2010 
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For her part, Gov. Lingle has said she supports rail — and that's a good thing. Still, she says 
members of the American Institute of Architects who support the at-grade system are credible and 
that she wants to give that option a hearing. 

Have we not already done that? And there is division even within the AIA itself over what system is 
best. 

"I am an AIA member and the small group of AIA members who oppose the elevated rail does not 
represent me. I studied the rail proposal and I support the elevated rail as the best system for 
Honolulu,"[Oxl d] said Honolulu architect James L. Stone. 

Indeed, more than a dozen architects have stepped forward to counter the at-grade suggestion, 
stressing those pushing the at-grade agenda do not represent the entire group. 

The case for elevated rail is clear. It provides a sensible alternative, a much needed economic boost 
— think jobs — and we have been studying this project for decades. It has support. It has 
momentum. 

Despite what opponents want you to think, this is not the mayor's train. It belongs to future 
generations who deserve better transportation alternatives. 

Its time for the silent majority and those community leaders who support this transit system to step 
up. Let's not let politics and a small minority of naysayers derail another worthy project for Hawaii. 
We can do better than that. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100112/OPINION01/1120308/Time-for.. . 1/12/2010 
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January 13, 2010 

Honolulu rail project architects defend plan for elevated route 
By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

A group of architects who have worked on Honolulu 's planned rail project yesterday said they 
support plans to build the $5.3 billion train on an elevated guideway. 

The group of about a dozen people working for eight firms distanced themselves from a position 
taken by the American Institute of Architects Hawaii chapter. The AIA is advocating that the city use 
flexible train technology that would allow the planned rail line to be built at ground level in Downtown 
Honolulu. 

However, architect Stanford Lee, principal at Next Design, yesterday said he and others who have 
worked on the project feel the rail should be built entirely elevated. Further study of at-grade (ground-
level) rail alternatives could delay and possibly derail the train project, he said. 

Were concerned that any significant delay caused by more studies could jeopardize the rail project," 
Lee said during a press conference at the state Capitol yesterday. Were just saying support this 
project as its been proposed in the environmental impact statement." 

The group's comments follow last week's announcement by Gov. Linda Lingle that she will host a 
forum Monday for the AIA to discuss alternatives to the elevated rail line. 

Lingle said Honolulu should consider building a portion of its commuter rail line at street level to save 
money and avoid putting more burden on taxpayers in a down economy. Lingle's announcement 
followed the recent disclosure of documents in which the Federal Transit Administration expressed 
concerns that Honolulu may not be able to afford the 20.5-mile train line from East Kapolei to Ala 
Moana. 

Architectural firms represented at yesterday's Capitol news conference included: Group 70 
International; Media Five Architecture; Urban Works; Pacific Architects; AM Partners; Ushijima 
Architects; and Yamasato, Fujiwara and Higa. 

Those firms and the AIA all support rail transit. However, the AIA has said it is concerned about the 
costs and aesthetics of an entirely elevated rail. 

Honolulu architect Scott Wilson, chairman of the AIA's transit task force, said the AIA's view 
represents the majority of the group's local members. The group based its support for a partially at-
grade line on a survey of about 700 members, Wilson said. 

"There was about 30 percent that said yeah, elevated is fine," he said. It was clearly a definite 
majority did not want elevated rail." 

Additional Facts 
Rail forum 

The Hawaii chapter of the American Institute of Architects will present its view of the rail project, from 
9 to 11 a.m. Monday, in the state Capitol auditorium. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100113/NEWS01/1130360/Honolulu-ra.. . 1/13/2010 
AR00080006 



    

Cr-g-i.  PRINT 

 

Star5031illetin 

 

     

 

Click to Print  

 

SAVE THIS  I  EMAIL THIS  I  Close 

    

Letters to the Editor 
For Wednesday, January 13, 2010 

Elevated rail is better than on-grade system 

As a licensed architect, a member of the Honolulu American Institute of Architects, a former 
board member of the Honolulu American Institute of Architects, and a lifelong resident of 
Honolulu, I am writing to strongly support the much-needed and long-overdue elevated rail 
proj ect. 

It is important to make clear that the recent publicity by the AIA proposing an on-grade system 
versus elevated should not be construed as the majority opinion of all its members. I, for one, 
support what the city is currently proposing in its plans for rail transit, and have been an advocate 
of transit since the subject became an issue back in the early 1990s. 

In 2008, the majority of citizens voted for the elevated rail system, and the city moved forward 
with its plans and continued to secure federal funding. The city had numerous meetings with 
organizations (including the Honolulu AIA) and neighborhood boards to present their vision of 
transit. 

It has been proven that an elevated system is far more efficient and safe than an on-grade system. 

An elevated system effectively removes all conflicts with present and future road systems and 
other land-based activities. 

Architects have the talent and skill to work collaboratively with the city to make sure that 
important projects like the rail transit are both functional and aesthetically pleasing. 

With the city recently receiving Federal Transit Administration approval to proceed with 
preliminary engineering design and management, Oahu citizens should finally look forward to a 
viable alternative means of transportation before it is too late. 

Shaun Ushijima 
President, Ushijima Architects Inc. 
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January 14,2010 

Street-level rail deserves a forum 
Gov. Lingle taking correct action to ensure options for project are fully aired 

By Michael A. Lilly 

With the City and County of Honolulu preparing to launch the largest and most expensive 
construction project in state history — the 20-mile elevated rail line from West Oahu to Ala Moana 
Center — it is vital for the future of our state that the entire community be fully informed and engaged. 
That is not only the essence of democracy, but also the very least one should expect before saddling 
our citizens with a massive tax bill for decades. 

It appears to me that is why Gov. Linda Lingle is encouraging citizens to learn more about the 
proposed rail transit options by attending a presentation by the Honolulu Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architects from 9 to 11 a.m. Monday in the state Capitol auditorium. 

AIA representatives are raising some compelling issues about the design, cost and visual impact of 
current plans for elevated rail. I, along with others, give these architects credence, because they have 
nothing to gain by publicly airing their concerns and many have much to lose when they compete for 
city contracts. 

Among the issues identified by AIA is the enormous expense — about $270 million per mile — of 
constructing an all-elevated railway. By contrast, the price of an at-grade light rail project (which 
would also avoid the visual blight of an elevated system) is nearly three-quarters cheaper at only $70 
million per mile. 

Allowing O'ahu's residents to comment at this time is especially critical as tax revenues continue to 
decline during one of the worst economic downturns in state history. 

Another AIA concern is the lack of flexibility inherent in a fixed elevated railway. Once built, Oahu 
residents will be forever burdened with the result. By contrast, a street-level system would have some 
versatility since railroad tracks can be lengthened or redirected as transportation needs evolve. The 
AIA also expressed concerns about accessibility to an elevated rail, particularly for senior citizens, 
those with disabilities, children and bicyclists. 

The AIA recommends constructing a street-level electric light-rail system similar to those operating 
successfully in Houston, Barcelona, Nice and Bordeaux. Those modern systems are more versatile 
and less expensive than elevated rail, can be readily expanded as needed, and avoid visual blight. 

While rail transit is a city initiative, state and federal governments also have critical roles to play in the 
approval process. And, because 80 percent of Hawai'i's population lives on our island, the outcome of 
the project will have profound statewide impacts. If the project fails, as some fear, it would burden us 
— the taxpayers — and our children for generations and could materially impact the city's and state's 
credit ratings. 

As a former Hawaii attorney general who has litigated claims under the federal and state 
environmental laws over the past 35 years, I know that Lingle has a fiduciary responsibility to 
thoroughly evaluate (and not merely rubber-stamp) the rail project's Environmental Impact Statement, 
especially its consideration of transportation alternatives. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100114/OPINIONO3/1140308/Street-le.. . 1/14/2010 
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Concerns have been expressed that all alternatives may not have been fully and adequately 
addressed. In the case of H-3 freeway, the failure to consider all alternatives stalled construction for 
more than a decade as the issues were challenged in court. The public has a right to consider and 
comment on the pros and cons of various options in the absence of which it is difficult to make a 
persuasive argument that the EIS reached the correct conclusions. 

When Lingle travels to our nation's capital in February, she will meet with leaders from the U.S. 
Department of Transportation and learn their views about the EIS, the advantages and disadvantages 
of elevated versus street-level rail and the financing of this multi-billion-dollar project. I look forward to 
hearing from her, first-hand, about what is really going on in Washington. 

Constructing an urban rail system is an enormously complicated and important undertaking that could 
greatly benefit or harm our citizens. I therefore appreciate the civic-mindedness of AIA Transit Task 
Force members who are willing to step forward and publicly share their expert opinions about rail 
before it is too late. 

I encourage everyone to join concerned Oahu citizens like me at the Capitol auditorium Monday so 
we can all hear what the AIA architects have to say. There will also be an opportunity to ask them a 
wide range of questions at this much-needed open forum on a topic of statewide concern. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100114/OPINIONO3/1140308/Street-le.. . 1/14/2010 
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January 14, 2010 

Job fair attracts thousands 

Robust employer participation a good sign, organizers say 

by an drew gomes 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

A decent number of employers with jobs to fill sought applicants at the Job Quest fair at Neal Blaisdell 
Center yesterday, and boy did they have a lot of people from whom to pick. 

Some 5,300 job seekers visited the event where at least a few thousand jobs were available from 105 
employers. 

"There is lots of competition," said Abraham Narvaez, a 21-year-old from Mililani who is trying to land a 
job as a certified nursing assistant. 

Job seekers young and old — some unemployed, some employed and some underemployed — made 
the rounds of the employer exhibits during the five-hour event, surveying their prospects, picking up 
applications and dropping off resumes. 

The turnout wasn't unexpected for Hawai'i's oldest and largest job fair, given that the state's most 
recently reported unemployment rate in November was 7 percent, representing 44,950 people who 
were seeking but did not have a job. 

The most recent Job Quest fair held in September drew 5,800 people while the unemployment rate 
was 7.4 percent. 

However, more people — about 6,000 — attended the Job Quest event last January when 
unemployment was 6.1 percent. 

More encouraging to organizers of the fair — which is sponsored by Oahu Worklinks, ALTRES 
Staffing, The Honolulu Advertiser and Success Advertising Hawaii — was employer participation. Beth 
Busch, Job Quest executive director, said 14 companies signed up for booths just last week. 

"It was a pleasant surprise," she said. "I think that's a positive sign for 2010." 

diverse offerings 

At the year-ago job fair there were 120 companies represented, and 130 at the September fair. 

The variety of job categories represented yesterday was fairly diverse, including law enforcement, 
retail, education, health care and banking. 

Aside from rental car companies, tourism businesses weren't well represented. But the military was, 
with recruiting teams from the Army, Marine Corps and Hawaii Air National Guard. 

The city was seeking to fill 43 positions for its planned rail transit system, needing mostly engineers. 

Some companies had fewer than a dozen jobs available, while others such as the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and the Census Bureau were seeking to fill more than 1,000 positions. 
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Dinner cruise ship operator Star of Honolulu and sister tour bus company Royal Star Hawaii sought to 
fill about 15 positions, including bus drivers, a fleet appearance manager, waiters, photographers and 
a dining room supervisor. 

A little over an hour into the fair, the Star companies had received more than 60 applications, 
according to Star of Honolulu human resources manager Kathleen Campbell. "We always get quite a 
number of applicants," she said. 

staying positive 
Lana Race from 'Ewa Beach was seeking a financial institution job, and said she was surprised by the 
turnout of 11 banks and financial industry firms that included Bank of Hawaii, Central Pacific Bank and 
Hawaii National Bank. 

"I was surprised there are a lot of opportunities," said Race, who previously worked for First Hawaiian 
Bank in credit and risk management but was laid off in May after 11 years with the company. 

'Aiea resident Roberta Baird, who has been unemployed for about a year since a military contract 
expired, visited just about every exhibitor and nearly exhausted her supply of more than 30 resumes in 
her search for a data entry administration job. 

"With the economy and everything, its been very hard to find something," said Baird, who also 
attended the September job fair. "I try not to be discouraged. That good job is going to come at the 
right time." 

The next Job Quest fair is scheduled in May. 
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EDITORIAL 

  

Elevated rail is best choice 

POSTED: 09:58 a.m. HST, Jan 14, 2010 

Persuaded by architects who have questioned the city's rail transit plans for the past two years, Gov. Linda 
Lingle has arranged for a public meeting to rally opposition to the project. Her threat to reject an 
environmental impact statement could delay progress on the much-needed transit and deserves the strong 
response by Mayor Mufi Hannemann. 

Lingle said this week she had yet to see the environmental statement but has found a group of architects' 
opposition to the elevated system "very compelling." She called the system "not aesthetically pleasing," 
although the plans resemble her 2009 proposed elevated "flyover" two-lane highway above Nimitz Highway 
through Kalihi. 

Some members of the American Institute of Architects' Honolulu chapter have said that any rail system 
should be at street level, even though such a system would create three traffic lanes and havoc at street 
crossings. 

In a letter to the editor yesterday, architect Shaun Ushijima asserted that the opposing group does not 
represent all architects. He called the elevated system "far more efficient and safe" than a street-level system. 
That echoed the sentiment of a dozen other architects in a news conference Tuesday backing the city's 
elevated rail project. 

The environmental statement must be approved by both the federal government and the governor. Such 
statements are required by federal law to "objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives and, for alternatives 
which were eliminated from detailed study, briefly discuss the reasons for their having been eliminated." 

In a letter to the opposing architects in January 2008, Hannemann said the street-level options "were 
considered" as part of the "alternatives analysis" during 2005 and 2006. The options were given "significant 
public review and input," including 13 City Council meetings, but the architects "chose not to participate" in 
the process, he added. 

Lingle's statement this week that she was concerned about the cost of the elevated rail system is puzzling, 
because that was one of the considerations in rejecting a street-level system. Wayne Yoshioka, the city's 
transportation director, has explained that street-level rail is appropriate in cities with ample undeveloped 
land, such as Phoenix. 

However, Yoshioka pointed out, 300 businesses and homes were displaced in Rainier Valley of Seattle to 
make way for a five-mile street-level rail system. Honolulu's 20-mile elevated system with 21 elevated rail 
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stations will require fewer than 40 land acquisitions. 

Hannemann notes that Lingle supported an elevated rail system early in her administration, and her 
opposition now is nothing short of "amazing." 

Nixing the environmental statement threatens to postpone progress on the system's development until her 
term as governor ends at the end of this year, adding further to the cost and halting the creation of 
construction jobs when they are most needed. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.com/editorials/20100114_Elevated_railis_best_choice . html 

Click to Print I 	 SAVE THIS I EMAIL THIS I Close 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail Transit 

Street-level cost savings overstated 

The cost savings from building the Honolulu rail line on city streets are half what Gov. Lingle stated 
Friday. 

One cannot subtract from the inflation-adjusted per-mile cost of the Honolulu line, $270 million, the per-
mile cost of a comparable light rail system like Phoenix Metro, $70 million, and conclude that at-grade 
track is $200 million cheaper per mile. 

Current-year prices must be compared with similar figures; the current-year cost of the Honolulu rail 
system is $4.33 billion, or $217 million a mile. 

However, a direct comparison is also wrong, because any Honolulu rail system will carry more people 
than the Phoenix line, thus cost more per mile. 

Phoenix has 36 railcars to carry 50,000 daily riders. Our line will have 85 railcars for 116,000 daily riders. 

Thus any at-grade Hono-lulu light rail line must have at least twice as many railcars as Phoenix, larger 
stations, a bigger carshop, and also take three times more land than an elevated line. 

The half-elevated system Lingle wants to consider would cost barely $50 million less per mile than an all-
elevated line, with slower and less reliable service, less safety for motorists and pedestrians, more 
buildings demolished, and more unmitigable noise problems: Another "half-baked manapua" for Oahu 
residents. 

HANNAH MIYAMOTO I Honolulu Transit Passenger Union 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

At-grade system not the way to go 

Yes, $5.3 billion is a lot for an elevated transit system. Yes, you could save $2 billion by having part of it 
built at grade. However, how valuable is an at-grade system if it doesn't save people time and affects 
street traffic? 

Imagine what would happen if a train is involved in an accident at a crossing. We all know how bad 
Honolulu drivers are, and they have never dealt with a train in their lives. If a fatality is involved, there will 
be hours of investigation, train delays and people will take hours to get home. How do we put a price on 
lost time? 

Our officials should make a case to the federal government for more funding. Consider it economic 
stimulus. We lack the space for more highways. Elevated roads eventually dump traffic onto streets. 
Graduated lanes won't work and neither will toll roads because they take away from existing traffic. Buses 
can only do so much. You can squeeze only so many sardines into a can. 

Robert k. Soberano I Honolulu 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Friday, January 15, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 15, 2010 

Governor urged to move rail meet 

I cannot believe that Gov. Linda Lingle intentionally scheduled the rail transit discussion 
meeting to show disrespect for the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., on the day set aside to honor 
his accomplishments for civil rights. I respectfully request she reschedule the meeting to another 
day in order to demonstrate to all the people of this great multicultural state that there is no 
dishonor or disrespect to Dr. King or what this day stands for. 

I know she would never consider scheduling a public meeting on Christmas Day, as this would 
show great disrespect for Christians, or a public meeting on Independence Day, as this would 
show disrespect for our great nation. The same is true for all the other major holidays. 

Please do not minimize or belittle the importance of this day for Hawaii residents of African-
American descent and all the other minority groups of our great state. Please reschedule this 
public meeting on rail. 

Vern R. Lentz 
Salt Lake 
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January 16,2010 

Honolulu rail project piles up legal fees — $635,000 so far 
By Sean Hao 

The legal tab for Honolulu's planned commuter rail is rising as the city pushes forward with the 
project. 

On Wednesday, the council's Executive Matters & Legal Affairs Committee approved spending 
$35,000 to fight off a transit lawsuit that's already cost $100,000 since 2005. And last month, city 
officials received City Council permission to spend $50,000 on an outside law firm to fight off legal 
challenges relating to a canceled $1.68 million rapid transit insurance-related contract. 

That's in addition to $300,000 set aside in October to fight off potential legal challenges to the 
planned $5.3 billion elevated rail from East Kapolei to Ala Moana. Most of that money —$250,000 — 
to defend an anticipated lawsuit challenging whether project officials complied with environmental 
laws. 

Overall, rapid transit-related legal fees are a relatively small, but mounting tab. So far, $635,000 has 
been spent or set aside for legal fees associated with the project. That amount could climb as more 
contracts are awarded and, if construction proceeds, the city moves ahead with property 
condemnations to acquire needed right of way. 

The city's latest tussle involves a risk management program contract awarded to Marsh USA last 
summer. Losing bidder Aon Risk Services protested that award. The city later denied Aon's protest, 
but canceled the award anyway following the discovery of "irregularities" in the contract award 
process. 

Marsh now is protesting that decision and the city has awarded a $50,000 contract to McCorriston, 
Miller, Mukai, MacKinnon to defend the city. 

City transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said the contract delays don't jeopardize city plans to 
move forward with the rail project. 

The city already has been involved in one transit contract-related lawsuit since 2005. That's when 
advertising and public relations 

firm Communications Pacific sued after being replaced as a sub-contractor on an 

$86 million city contract with transportation engineering firm Parsons Brinckerhoff. 

Communications Pacific argued that the city violated procurement law. In 2006, Communications 
Pacific lost a circuit court ruling and in November, the Intermediate Court of Appeals upheld that 
ruling. 

The biggest potential legal hurdle for the transit project is expected to come should the Federal 
Transit Administration approve the project's environmental impact statement. That approval could 
trigger a lawsuit questioning whether the city and federal officials adequately explored alternatives 
such as an at-grade train system, or managed, elevated highway lanes. 

The most high-profile lawsuit over an environmental impact statement in recent history involved a 
case to determine whether an environmental assessment was needed before the Superferry could 
begin operating. 

http ://www.honoluluadvertiser. com/print/arti  cl e/20100116/NEW S 09/100116001/Honolulu... 1/16/2010 
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Three groups filed a lawsuit that resulted in the shutdown of the ferry and its insolvency. The state 
and the company — Hawaii Superferry — were later ordered to reimburse the groups more than 
$100,000 in legal fees and court costs. 

Additional Facts 
Transit Bills 

Legal experts and outside attorneys hired by the city for the rail project: 

January 2010: $35,000 to Kobayashi, Sugita & Goda* 

December 2009: $50,000 to McCorriston, Miller, Mukai, MacKinnon 

October 2009: $50,000 to Kobayashi, Sugita & Goda** 

October 2009: $250,000 to Carlsmith Ball LLP** 

July 2009: $50,000 to Yamamoto & Settle 

August 2008: $100,000 to Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll LLC 

*Still needs City Council approval 

**Approved by the City Council in October 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100116/NEWS09/100116001/Honolulu.. . 1/16/2010 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Saturday, January 16, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 16, 2010 

Governor wrong about rail costs 

The cost savings from building the Honolulu rail line on city streets are half what Gov. 
Linda Lingle stated ("Lingle calls city's rail plan costly, elevated tracks ugly," Star-
Bulletin, Jan 9). One cannot subtract from the inflation-adjusted per-mile cost of the 
Honolulu line — $270 million — the per-mile cost of a comparable light rail system like 
Phoenix Metro — $70 million — and conclude, as she did, that at-grade track is $200 
million cheaper per mile. 

Current-year prices must be compared with similar figures; the current-year cost of the 
Honolulu rail system is $4.33 billion, or $217 million a mile. 

However, a direct comparison is also wrong, because any Honolulu rail system will carry 
more people than the Phoenix line, thus costing more per mile. Phoenix has 36 railcars to 
carry 50,000 daily riders, and 3,513 parking stalls for motorists. Our line will have 85 
railcars for 116,000 daily riders, and 4,100 parking spaces. Thus, any at-grade, Honolulu 
light rail line must have at least twice as many railcars as Phoenix, larger stations, a 
bigger carshop, and also take three times more land than an elevated line. 

The half-elevated system Lingle wants would cost barely $50 million less per mile than 
an all-elevated line, with slower and less reliable service, less safety for motorists and 
pedestrians, more buildings demolished, and more unmitigable noise problems. Another 
half-baked manapua for Oahu residents. 

Hannah Miyamoto 
Honolulu Transit Passenger Union 
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Former DOT directors don't want Lingle to stall rail 
Posted: Jan 17, 2010 9:35 PM 
Updated: Jan 17, 2010 11:21 PM 

HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - Hoping to avoid "paralysis by analysis," a group of former transportation directors 
are urging Governor Linda Lingle not to hold up the Honolulu Rail Project. 

Monday, the state will hold a public hearing to go over the $5.5 billion rail project. But Sunday, the former 
directors said the issue has been fully discussed and approved by voters. 

They say more meetings will only add costly delays. One of the directors even worked under Lingle. 

"I think the debate should stop here, get on with the FEIS and move along with rail," said former DOT director 
Rod Haraga. 

The governor has to sign off on the final environmental impact statement before the project can proceed. She's 
expressed concerns about making the entire route elevated. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights resented. 
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Rail Supporters Criticize Governor's Stance on Elevated Rail Plan 

Reported by: Gina Mangieri 
Email: gmangieriakhon2.com   

Last Update: 1/17 8:48 pm 

Rail supporters Sunday criticized Governor Linda Lingle for standing in the 
way of the elevated rail plan. 

They want her to accept the final Environmental Impact Study, but the 
governor is critical of the city's approach. 

The next step for Honolulu's multi-billion dollar rail project hinges on the 
governor accepting the final environmental study. 

The governors chief of staff said Lingle "will not simply rubber-stamp the rail 
project's Environmental Impact Statement." 

"Without her acceptance the project can't go forward, that means we remain 
in gridlock, that means there's no economic stimulus, and I don't think 
there's another project on the horizon that has any hope for us to climb out of this recession any time soon," said 
City Managing Director Kirk Caldwell. 

The governor will be at an architects forum Monday to go over alternatives such as a partially at-grade system as 
opposed to all elevated. City administration officials launched a preemptive presentation to defend the mayors plan. 

"At-grade crossing creates a tremendous amount of traffic congestion where the streets intersect, the railway, 
elevated railway will create a better environment for us to get into town," said former State Transportation Director 
Rod Haraga. 

The governors office responded, "Rather than relying only on the City administration's views on the pros and cons 
of City's elevated rail plan, Governor Lingle will confer with others and carefully listen to their views and opinions to 
assist in her evaluation." 

But what exactly is actively being evaluated is in dispute. The governors office says they have yet to receive the 
final EIS. The mayors administration says its up to the feds to release it, but that they did give her a courtesy copy 
called the "draft administrative review." 

The governors rail discussion Monday morning is open to the public. 

It will be at the State Capitol Auditorium from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
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January 18,2010 

City pushes to keep its elevated-rail plan 
Governor sees savings in a partial ground-level plan 

By ROB PEREZ 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

A day before a group of architects is supposed to push for alternatives to Honolulu's fully elevated rail 
plan, the city brought together its own transportation experts to counter that push, arguing an 
elevated line should move ahead as planned. 

The administration of Mayor Mufi Hannemann yesterday brought together the former state and city 
transportation directors, including one who used to work for Gov. Linda Lingle, to urge the governor to 
keep the $5.3 billion elevated commuter rail plan on track and not call for a rethinking of the plan. 

Lingle recently suggested that the city consider adjustments, including building part of the line at 
street level, to save money and avoid putting more burden on taxpayers in a depressed economy. 

She is hosting a forum today for the American Institute of Architects Hawaii chapter to discuss 
alternatives to the elevated rail line. 

But those at yesterday's news conference told reporters that the rail question has been debated for 
several decades, Lingle herself previously supported a proposal for a fully elevated line, the city's 
elevated plan has gone through many evaluations, and public hearings since 2005 and voters have 
approved the plan. 

To further debate the project and consider alternatives will only add to the cost and further delay 
addressing Honolulu's serious traffic problem, they said. 

"I think the debate should stop here," said Rod Haraga, who served as Lingle's transportation director 
until 2006. 

The city needs Lingle to accept the environmental impact statement for the project. Without that 
acceptance, the project can't go forward, according to Kirk Caldwell, the city's managing director. 

"She would doom us to basically the status quo," Caldwell said. 

In a statement, Lingle's chief of staff, Barry Fukunaga, said, "Gov. Lingle is supportive of transit and 
prudent development — provided such projects make sense and are carried out in the right way." 

He added, "For those reasons, she will not simply rubber-stamp the rail project's (EIS) when it arrives 
for her review." 

Lingle has supported an elevated system in the past, according to those at the news conference. 

After forming a task force in 2003 to consider the rail question, Lingle eventually endorsed a plan for a 
fully elevated, 22-mile line, according to Haraga, who was her transportaion director then. 

Caldwell also said 11 of Lingle's state agencies have weighed in on the city's current plan, and not 
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one has raised any issues regarding an at-grade, or street level, system. 

Hannemann, who is championing the city's plan, left yesterday for Washington to meet with key 
federal officials about it. 
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Honolulu rail forum draws big crowd 
Advertiser Staff 

An overflow crowd is attending a forum at the state Capitol this morning in which Gov. Linda Lingle 
and the American Institute of Architects' Hawaii chapter are urging the city to consider alternatives to 
an elevated rail system. 

Closed-circuit televisions have been set up for those outside the meeting room. 
In her presentation, Lingle said she had spoken to federal transit authorities last week and was told 
the city needs to change its financial plan for building rail. 
The AIA is now making its presentation. A question-and-answer period will follow. 
Lingle wants the city to consider building portions of the rail at ground level, which she says would 
reduce construction costs. 
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January 18,2010 

Mayor to meet with transit officials 

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann will meet with key transit officials during a weeklong trip to 
Washington, D.C., this week. 

Tomorrow, Hannemann will meet with U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and Federal 
Transit Administration Administrator Peter Rogoff to discuss the progress of the city's $5.3 billion 
elevated commuter rail transit project. 

The city is still waiting for federal transit officials to approve its environmental impact statement for the 
project before it can proceed. The city also needs a check-off from Gov. Linda Lingle before it can 
break ground. 

Hannemann is also expected to meet with U.S. Rep. Jim Oberstar, D-Minnesota, chairman of the 
House Transportation Committee, to provide him with an update on the project. Oberstar, during a 
visit to Honolulu in October 2008, indicated he believes the city would receive about $900 million in 
federal dollars for the project. 

Hannemann will also be attending the 78th winter meeting of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, taking 
place Wednesday through Friday. Other Hawaii mayors are also expected to attend. 

Key members of the mayors conference, including Hannemann, will meet with President Obama and 
other Cabinet officials Thursday to discuss the nation's economy. 

Also Thursday, Hannemann will attend a ceremony at which Americans for the Arts and the mayors' 
conference will announce the 2010 national award for local arts leadership. Hannemann is chairman 
of the conference's committee on Tourism, Arts, Parks, Entertainment and Sports. 

The mayor returns to Honolulu Saturday. 
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City delays rail again, Governor worried about cost 
Posted: Jan 18, 2010 7:37 PM 
Updated: Jan 18, 2010 7:52 PM 

By Tim Sakahara -  bio  I  email   

Honolulu (HawaiiNewsNow) - A fight is brewing between the state and City of Honolulu and its over the rail 
transit project. The city announced Monday groundbreaking is delayed another couple months because the final 
environmental impact statement still isn't ready. 

Meanwhile Governor Linda Lingle also expressed her concerns with the project. Her main concern is over the rail's 
five and a half billion dollar cost. She also says don't blame her for this latest delay because the city hasn't given 
her the final plan yet. 

The governor and her panel of architects say they're on board with rail transit, they even like the steel on steel 
technology the city selected, but they want it done right. The analogy used is that the city is using a sledge 
hammer to swat a fly. 

"I think we are building something too expensive for our population," said Scott Wilson, American Institute of 
Architects, Honolulu Transit Task Force Chair. 

The American Institute of Architects compared the differences between the current heavy rail plans with their light 
rail proposal. Light rail, which runs in Portland and San Jose, can operate on the same level and share the same 
roads as cars. Heavy rail, like in Chicago and Washington DC, needs to be separated. 

The architects say ground level light rail in certain sections of the route could save $1.8 billion in just the first 
phase, could be finished two years earlier and will cost less to operate and maintain. The group says it would take 
six months to study the alternative. The city says the timeline is more like years and would kill the project. 

The governor said she spoke with the Federal Transit Administration last week. FTA officials told her they're wary 
about the city's financial plan if it takes money away from TheBus. 

"It will require what he called a stronger financial plan from the city and I think they have the same financial 
concerns I have, not only to pay for the construction of it but to maintain it over the long term," said Governor 
Ling le. 

The city declined to participate in the meeting but pro rail people were heard. 

"The voters voted. We want this system. Let's get it on, we need the jobs," said Mel Kahele, Iron Workers Local 
625 Union, during the meeting. 

Upstairs construction workers rallied their support to build rail now and not delay the project, while city officials say Governor Lingle is 
misinformed. 

"Really when you read her words she is saying I'm against rail. I want to kill it. I want to furlough rail. I furloughed the kids every other Friday, 
now I want to furlough rail," said Kirk Caldwell, City of Honolulu Managing Director. 

The governor has to approve the project before it can proceed. If not it could cause delays or even stop the train. 

"In order to get the sign off from the federal government and/or from me (the City) may have to make some adjustments not only to their 
alternatives but to their financing plan as well," said Governor Lingle. 

"She's usurping the process and turning it into something else, a dog and pony show maybe where she is trying to make issues that are not 
relevant to this system. Why? Because she doesn't like the system," said Caldwell. 

The city has delayed releasing the final environmental impact statement twice because questions are still being answered. Once finished it goes 
to the governor and federal government to approve. 

Meanwhile Mayor Mufi Hannemann is in Washington DC this week meeting with federal officials about the rail. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights resented. 
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Architects Push for Alternatives to Elevated Rail 

Reported by: Jai Cunningham 
Email: jcunningham@khon2.com   

Last Update: 1/18 6:30 pm 

It was billed as an informational meeting. 

The American Institute of Architects of Honolulu delivered a presentation to an 
overflow crowd at the state capitol auditorium. 

The A.I.A. representatives were quick to let everyone in attendance know they are 
pro-rail but they are not supportive of the current plan. 

"What we want is a flexible system that could be partially at grade where its 
appropriate to be at grade. And we have concluded that there are areas that are 
appropriate to be at grade," said Peter Vincent of A.I.A. Honolulu. 

And the A.I.A. says at least making some of the rail at grade, or ground level, could 
shave billions off the final cost. 

The proposed project will cost around $5.5 billion. 

"I think it suggests that we are building something that is really too expensive for a city of our population," said Scott 
Williams of A.I.A. Honolulu. 

The comment drew some applause. 

And before the presentation got underway, Governor Lingle relayed what she had heard from federal officials in a recent 
conference call between state officials and the feds. That they have told the city that the city will need a stronger financial 
plan before they are allowed to go to final design and that's because the feds have concerns about the financing," she said. 

And the A.I.A. says any construction needs to take into account uncovering human remains. 

According to the architects, the chances of that could be reduced by moving at least portions of the rail to the ground, 
where less digging would be required. 

"Needs 18 to 24 inches in depth, so this would not disturb the typical roadway system and the street beds that we currently 
have," said Sydney Char of A.I.A. Honolulu. 

The city hopes to send the environmental impact statement to the Governor soon for approval. 

http://www.khon2.com/content/news/developingstories/story/Architects-Push-for-Alternati.. . 1/18/2010 
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Architects Make Case For Street-Level Rail Plan 

Honolulu City Plan Calls For Elevated Rail 
System 

POSTED: 7:36 pm HST January 18, 2010 

UPDATED: 7:41 pm HST January 18, 2010 

HONOLULU -- The governor held a forum Monday so 

Hawaii architects could make their case for putting more of 

Oahu's $5 billion rail transit project on the ground instead 

of elevated on concrete. 

Gov. Linda Lingle and members of the American Institute 

of Architects' Hawaii chapter said building some of the rail 

system at grade would be cheaper to build and operate. 

Video:  Debate Spurred Over 
Oahu's Elevated Rail Transit 
Plan 

More than 250 people packed the State Capitol auditorium with dozens 

more sitting on chairs outside. They heard a panel of architects say that 

building half the 20-mile rail line at street level would save one third the 

cost and would preserve views that some said would be ruined by huge 

concrete elevated lines in the city's plan, which prompted rail 

supporters lined up to ask questions. 

"What makes a three-story elevated rail any more a blight on the 

community than your 40-story skyscrapers that run our entire harbor 

and ocean view?" said Alicia Maluafiti, a rail transit supporter. 

"We recognize that we have limited views left from the mountains to the 

seas, and we need to protect those," said Spencer Leineweber, an 

architect. 

Dozens of out-of-work construction workers also asked questions. 

"I cannot wait next month, six months, we need it now. How (am) I 

going to support my family since we got no job?" said Juan Vasquez, a 

rail transit supporter. 

SURVEY 

Architects propose 
building a portion of 
Oahu's $5 billion rail 
transit system at street 
level instead of above 
ground. How do you think 
it should be built? 

All above ground 

All underground 

All at street level 

A portion at street 
level, a portion above 
ground 

A portion at street 
level, a portion 
underground 

Don't build it at all 

Vote 

Results I Disclaimer I E-Mai 

"We need to look at this not just as a six-month or one-year project. This is a project of a loo- or 

200-year lifespan," said Peter Vincent, an architect. 

1/18/2010 
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Central Oahu residents said they need immediate relief for daily commutes that stretch to over an 

hour each way. 

"We have to be realistic. The voters voted. We want this system. Let's get it on. We need the jobs," 

said Mel Kahele, a rail transit supporter. 

"When you're finished after nine years, you'd have a station in East Kapolei, which I don't believe 

you'd actually get to right now. I believe it's in the middle of a field, at least a mile," said Scott 

Wilson, an architect. 

"In order to get the sign-off of the federal government, and/or from me, they have to make some 

adjustments," Lingle said after the forum. 

"Her own departments did not raise the questions she's now raising because they're not part of the 

process," said Kirk Caldwell, Honolulu managing director. "She's usurping the process and turning 

into something else ... In the end, she doesn't like this system." 

The architects said a hybrid partially at-grade, partially elevated system would cost $52 million a 

year to operate -- Sic) million less than the city's mostly-elevated system. 

The architects admitted that a street-level system would be slower, averaging 22 mph versus the 

elevated system's travel speed of about 29 mph. 

Previous Stories: 

• January 11, 2010:  Lingle To Discuss Rail Concerns   

• November 17, 2009:  $5.5B Rail Project Closer To Groundbreaking 

• October 30, 2009:  Hannemann Discusses Rail Progress In Speech   

• October 29, 2009:  Text: Hannemann's State Of Transit Address   

• October 27, 2009:  Burial Council Criticizes Transit Plan   

• October 21, 2009:  City Chooses Contractor For Transit   

• October 18, 2009:  City Gears Up For Legal Battles On Rail   

• October 12, 2009:  Feds Approve Next Phase For Transit   

• August 20, 2009:  City Officials Square Off Over Transit   

• July 23, 2009:  Fed's Study Say Oahu Transit Project Reasonable   

Copyright 2010 by KITV.com  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 
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Catoe to Step Down from WMATA 

John B. Catoe Jr., general manager of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA), 
announced Jan. 14 that he will resign his position effective April 2. 

A Washington native and son of a D.C. cab driver, Catoe returned to the city in January 2007 when he 
joined WMATA as its general manager. He was previously deputy chief executive officer with Los 
Angeles County Metro, and earlier was director of transit services for the Big Blue Bus in Santa 
Monica, CA, and served the Orange County Transportation Authority in Orange, CA, for 17 years. 

Catoe has shifted WMATA's 30-year focus from construction to operations and customer service. 
During President Barack Obanna's inauguration, he oversaw record service, which included an 
unprecedented 17 hours of rush-hour rail availability. In the fall of 2008, he rallied the industry to 
leverage its collective power on the courts and on Capitol Hill to resolve transit leasing agreements. 
The Metrorail accident in June 2009 in which six people died caused unprecedented media and public 
attention for WMATA. 

His APTA activities have included chairing Leadership APTA and serving as co-chair of the Legislative 
Committee's Reauthorization Task Force. In October 2009, he was honored as APTA's Outstanding 
Public Transportation Manager during its Annual Meeting in Orlando, FL. 

AR00080030 



Passenger Transport - January 18 1  2010 

DOT/FRA Announce Historic New Rail Safety Standards 

On Jan. 12, Transportation Secretary Ray La Hood and Federal Railroad Administrator (FRA) Joseph 
Szabo announced historic safety regulations requiring the installation of Positive Train Control (PTC) 
technology on the nation's major rail lines as well as commuter and intercity passenger rail routes—to 
enable passenger trains to prevent collisions. 

"Safety is our highest priority, and we believe the installation of this equipment will make our nation's 
railroads safer," LaHood said. 

"We believe this final rule, as mandated by Congress, is a giant step forward toward ensuring the 
safety and reliability of our freight, commuter, and intercity passenger rail routes," added Szabo. 

The final rule will also allow railroads to immediately begin finalizing their PTC Implementation Plans, 
which are required by statute to be submitted to FRA by April 16, 2010. 

The Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008 mandates that interoperable PTC systems must be fully 
operational by the end of 2015. Some properties, however, are voluntarily planning to have this in 
place before that date. While train control systems such as PTC will be mandatory for most commuter 
rail operations and for trains hauling certain hazardous materials, they are not required for such 
passenger rail systems as light rail, rapid transit, and subways. 

APTA compliments FRA on its inclusive and transparent rulennaking process, and is now reviewing the 
technical points of this ruling. 
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FTA Extends Deadline for Quarterly ARRA Reporting 

The Federal Transit Administration has announced an extension on deadlines for submitting the 
quarterly Milestone Progress Reports and Federal Financial Reports required under the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) to 30 days after the end of the quarter, effective as of the 
quarter that ended Dec. 31, 2009. Reports from that quarter are now due by Jan. 31, 2010. 

Recipients who have already submitted their reports do not need to resubmit the information. 
Regional office representatives can respond to questions regarding this change. 
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LaHood Announces Adoption of Long-Sought 'New Starts' Criteria 

By JOHN R. BELL, Program Manager-Communications 

In a dramatic policy shift, Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood on Jan. 13 announced that DOT will 
amend its New Starts and Small Starts grant requirements to rescind the stipulation that projects 
attain a cost-effectiveness rating of medium in order to get funding. 

"We are going to free our flagship transit capital program from long-standing requirements that have 
allowed us only to greenlight projects that meet very narrow cost and performance criteria," LaHood 
said to an audience of more than 1,000 people at the annual meeting of the Transportation Research 
Board (TRB) in Washington. "Instead, as we evaluate transit projects going forward, we will consider 
all the factors that help communities reduce the carbon footprint, spur economic activity, and relieve 
congestion," he said to sustained applause. 

In a "Dear Colleague" letter issued the same day, LaHood noted that to be recommended for funding, 
a project must still attain a "medium" rating for the overall project. "These include not only mobility-
oriented benefits such as transit travel time, but also important economic development, 
environmental, social, and congestion relief benefits," LaHood explained in the letter. 

The decision reverses a 2005 "Dear Colleague" letter that limited New Starts funding 
recommendations to projects that achieved a medium or higher cost-effectiveness rating. 

"This new approach will help us do a much better job aligning our priorities and values with our 
investments in transit projects that really strengthen communities," LaHood explained. "We'll finally be 
able to make the case for investing in popular streetcar projects and other transit systems that people 
want and that our old ways of doing business did not value enough." 

He emphasized: "Folks, this is a big deal. This is a huge reform at the Department of Transportation. 
Change has come to DOT!" 

APTA President William Millar heralded this announcement, saying: "We are very pleased that the DOT 
will now give consideration to the multiple benefits of new transit projects such as economic 
development, environmental impact, and land use improvements. This is a change that APTA has long 
championed, and it will allow for a more efficient approval process, so projects can move forward 
more quickly. 

"As a part of our recommendations to Congress and the administration, APTA advocated that the 
Federal Transit Administration must consider transit supportive land use and economic development in 
a way that simplifies the New Starts rating process," Millar said. 

"This policy change is a tremendous step forward as we work to create more livable communities in 
the United States. As we look to implement a variety of transit projects to meet Americans' many 
needs, we look forward to working with the administration on this new policy direction." 

Jobs Bill 
LaHood also discussed the need for a forthcoming jobs bill to include transportation projects, including 
public transit. 

"The final bill should reflect a robust investment in highways, transit, marine highways, aviation, and 
rail—including Amtrak," he said. "We know these investments will produce good-paying jobs and great 
projects for Americans. This is the right direction at the right time, and it's what American taxpayers 
are asking for." 
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LaHood lamented the fact that DOT has received more grant applications than it can fund. "We 
received many, many more applications for our three discretionary stimulus grant programs than we 
could ever possibly fund," he said. "And that includes our high-speed rail program, our discretionary 
TIGER grants, and our transit energy grants." 

He emphasized that such nontraditional federal funding sources are "important not only because they 
create good jobs that help the environment, but also because they fund projects that are nearly 
impossible to do through traditional ways or programs that we have at DOT .... We're sitting on high-
quality applications worth billions of dollars submitted through our TIGER grant program that could be 
announced right away if we had the funds .... So we hope Congress sees the 2010 jobs bill as an 
economic opportunity to unlock many more good transportation projects that are ready to go with 
more TIGER funding." 

LaHood noted that his travels over the past year have shown him the breadth and urgency of the 
demand for more public transit and other projects. "Everywhere I go, the message is loud and clear: 
People want more and better transportation infrastructure in their communities, from highways and 
bridges to light rail, nnultinnodal transit stations, bike paths, and walking paths," he said. "They want 
the opportunity to leave their cars behind, to live near work and schools and good hospitals and enjoy 
clean, green neighborhoods. Our stimulus funds are helping many communities begin to realize these 
dreams, and we're pleased to see that Congress is also taking action." 

High-Speed Rail 
LaHood also discussed the $8 billion in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) grants for 
high-speed rail in the U.S. "High-speed passenger rail is coming to America, and it is long overdue. 
This is a tremendously exciting opportunity," he said. "President Obanna's dream, Vice President 
Biden's dream, is to have good passenger rail service all over America." 

He noted that more than 30 rail manufacturers and suppliers have pledged to expand their operations 
in the United States if chosen by the states to build the new system. "And I'll make sure those 
investments in manufacturing help our most distressed communities in Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and elsewhere. Creating good manufacturing jobs in this country while modernizing 
transportation at the same time goes to the heart of what livability is all about and reflects the 
principles this country was built on." 

Authorization 
LaHood acknowledged that neither ARRA nor a jobs bill can completely fill the need for more 
transportation investment: "We need a comprehensive, forward-looking authorization program. ... 
President Obanna wants a robust, comprehensive transportation bill that meets the needs of America. 
The problem is, that bill costs between $400 and $500 billion. And we want to work with Congress, the 
president wants to work with Congress to get an authorization bill that meets the needs, and we need 
to find the money to pay for it. And so for all the criticism of the delay, the president is committed to a 
strong transportation program for America. And we will get there. I believe we will get there this 
year." 

The TRB Annual Meeting attracts more than 10,000 transportation professionals from around the 
world over the course of four days. 
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Leary Joins York Region Transit as GM 

Richard 3. Leary, chief operating officer with the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority in Boston 
for the past five years, announced he has joined the York Region Transit (YRT)/Viva system in York, 
ON, as its new general manager. 

Kathleen Llewellyn-Thomas, transportation commissioner for the Regional Municipality of York, called 
Leary "a person who will bring a modern transportation vision and strong management skills to our 
transit system at a time when York Region is expanding its Bus Rapid Transit network and building a 
new ridership base." 

The expansion of York Region's transit operations is funded by a $1.4 billion (Cdn.) MoveOntario 2020 
investment by the Ontario provincial government. "With transit infrastructure developments being 
taken seriously by the provincial government and YRT/Viva expanding its service, York Region is an 
exciting place to be for a transit system manager," 
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New Orleans RTA Continues Renovation with FEMA Funds 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Louisiana Recovery Authority (LRA) have 
announced more than $10.8 million in public assistance funding to the Regional Transit Authority 
(RTA) in New Orleans for facility damages resulting from the 2005 onslaught of Hurricane Katrina. 

The funding includes nearly $9.2 million for the RTA's Desire Parkway facility, combining more than 20 
grants into a single payment so the agency can access the funds more quickly. 

The remaining $1.6 million obligated represents new funds for necessary repair work on the second 
and third floors of RTA's Randolph Building on Canal Street. 

"By allowing funds to be consolidated, FEMA is helping the transit authority to more quickly provide 
bus and streetcar services to the citizens of New Orleans," LRA Executive Director Paul Rainwater 
explained. 

Before Katrina, the Desire Parkway facility had housed maintenance and administration buildings, bus 
and framework washes, a fueling center, and essential maintenance equipment such as 13 rotary bus 
lifts and five light duty automobile lifts. RTA's Canal Street Facility was inundated with floodwaters on 
the first floor and received damage from wind-driven rain on upper floors; the second and third floors 
will house the RTA's corporate administration offices after the completion of mold abatement work. 

Through partnership with the LRA, to date FEMA has obligated approximately $121 million to the RTA 
to support the agency's recovery efforts from Hurricane Katrina. 
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Szabo, Rae to Keynote Regional Seminars on High-Speed 
Rail 

Federal Railroad Administrator (FRA) Joseph Szabo and FRA Deputy Administrator Karen Rae are 
among the numerous speakers scheduled to participate in three regional seminars on high-speed rail 
in February hosted by APTA and the International Union of Railways (UIC). The two associations 
developed the regional seminars, titled "International Practicunn on Implementing High-Speed Rail in 
the United States," to provide U.S. decision makers with the information necessary to implement high-
speed rail. 

Szabo and Rae will present keynote addresses at the high-speed rail programs. Other speakers will 
represent rail agencies from countries including Japan, France, Spain, Germany, and Italy, as well as 
Jolene Molitoris, director of Ohio DOT and former FRA administrator, and Frank Busalacchi, secretary 
of Wisconsin DOT and chair of the States for Passenger Rail Coalition. 

The seminars will be held Feb. 8-9 in Washington, Feb. 9-11 in Chicago, and Feb. 11-13 in Los 
Angeles. They will offer presentations from representatives of high-speed rail systems around the 
world, focusing on best practices and lessons learned from European and Asian systems. The 
American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials will grant professional 
development hours to state DOT employees enrolled in any of the three practicunns. 

This is the first set of seminars developed under a new partnership between APTA and the UIC. The 
two groups will continue to engage in extensive information sharing that can cover the various 
technical, finance, and management aspects of planning and building high-speed rail systems. 

APTA is the legacy organization of the former High Speed Ground Transportation Association, which in 
2007 integrated its members and assets into the APTA structure and now functions through the 
constituent high-speed and intercity rail committee. 
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Townes Honored with 2010 Sharon Banks Award 

Michael S. Townes, president and chief executive officer of Hampton Roads Transit (HRT) in Hampton, 
VA, and APTA chair in 2007-2008, accepted the 2010 Sharon D. Banks Award for Innovative 
Leadership in Transportation from the Transportation Research Board (TRB) at the Jan. 13 Chairman's 
Luncheon during TRB's 89th Annual Meeting in Washington. 

"This is the greatest honor I've ever received in my life," Townes said. He noted that any award 
named in honor of his mentor, Sharon Banks, would rank among the top honors in any person's life. 

Townes chaired the TRB Executive Committee in 2004 and is a past chair of the Transit Cooperative 
Research Program Oversight and Project Selection Committee. 

TRB recognized Townes for "his service-oriented approach to addressing the mobility needs of people 
throughout the community, no matter what their economic or social background"; his strong 
commitment to internal and external customer service; his contributions to the development of future 
transit professionals; and his persistent efforts to promote diversity and minority advancement. 

The award honors the memory of Sharon D. Banks, chair of the TRB Executive Committee in 1998 and 
general manager of AC Transit in Oakland, CA, from 1991 until her death in 1999. TRB presents the 
award to transportation professionals whose accomplishments exemplify her ideals of humanity and 
service by making a significant difference in the lives of those who use, deliver, or support these 
services. 

Townes has worked in public transportation for more than 25 years, heading HRT since its founding in 
1999. He joined the former Peninsula Transportation District Commission (Pentran) in Hampton in 
1986 as assistant to the executive director and later served as executive director. In preparation for 
the merger of Pentran and the Tidewater Transportation District Commission in Norfolk that formed 
HRT, Townes served concurrently as interim executive director of the Tidewater agency beginning in 
March 1998. Beginning as executive director of HRT, he became the agency's first president and CEO 
in 2002. 
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Transit Agencies 'Tell Their Story' to Members of Congress; First Annual 
'District Days' Find Success 

APTA member public transportation agencies and businesses across the U.S. opened their facilities to 
their members of Congress and held events during APTA's "Telling Your Story to Congress District 
Days," Jan. 6-8. As the Senate does not reconvene until Jan. 19, this program was extended to take 
advantage of the ongoing presence of senators in their home states. 

The purpose of the visits was to show congressional representatives the importance of passing long-
term surface transportation authorization when they return to Washington, because the current 
extension lasts only through February. Another federal issue of importance to public transit is the 
forthcoming jobs bill, which will provide more opportunity for lawmakers to make the most of public 
transportation's job benefits. 

Here are a few examples of how transit systems used their "District Days" to reach out to Congress. 

Groundbreaking and Dedications in Texas 
The Corpus Christi Regional Transportation Authority (CCRTA) broke ground Jan. 6 for the first new 
bus shelter in what will eventually be a system-wide improvement and enhancement program funded 
with $2.9 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds. A constituent 
representative for Rep. Solomon Ortiz (D-TX) attended the event. 

Karina Paris, CCRTA marketing specialist, explained that the construction program will improve bus 
stop accessibility at more than 360 locations with the installation of landing pads, curb cuts, shelter 
pads, sidewalk improvements, and curb and gutter repairs. 

"We know that the foundation of ARRA is to create jobs, to really impact the community and start the 
process toward recovery mode," Paris said. "Public transportation is there to revitalize communities, 
so we chose a part of the city that needs a little start. Eventually, this effort will change our entire 
service area." 

Rep. Kay Granger (R-TX) came to Fort Worth Jan. 7—despite an early morning ice storm and atypical 
temperatures in the teens—to help the Fort Worth Transportation Authority (The T) dedicate 12 new 
downtown transit shelters. The T designed the new shelters in collaboration with committees of 
downtown stakeholders led by Downtown Fort Worth Inc. using a $600,000 Federal Transit 
Administration grant secured by Granger. 

Two separate citizen committees recommended a new shelter design and new shelter graphics with 
the goal of enhancing the major downtown bus corridors along Houston and Throcknnorton streets. As 
a result, The T's sleek new steel shelters contain such passenger amenities as improved lighting, Fort 
Worth heritage photos, and large transit information displays. They replace 20-year-old concrete and 
wood structures that also took up unnecessary sidewalk space. 

"Fort Worth has a beautiful, dynamic downtown, and the partnerships that helped to develop these 
new passenger shelters make it even better," said Granger, adding: "The T is a pleasure to work with 
as it continues to make transit more accessible and as more people use public transportation in our 
city. 

Because of the unusual and unseasonable cold, The T served hot chocolate at the event. 

Enhancements in California 
The San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District (BART) in Oakland, CA, welcomed recently elected 
Rep. John Garannendi (D-CA) for a Jan. 7 tour of the $38 million Central Contra Costa County 
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Crossover project, which received $13 million in ARRA funding. The project is putting thousands of 
people to work and ultimately will provide riders on BART's Pittsburg/Bay Point line with more seating, 
more trains, and improved on-time performance during their commute. 

Also in California, the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board in San Carlos, which administers Ca!train 
commuter rail, welcomed Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA) to its Jan. 7 meeting. Speier reported on federal 
transportation issues that impact the agency, including the inclusion of funding for Ca!train's Positive 
Train Control project in Fiscal Year 2010 appropriations and support in ARRA for ongoing track 
rehabilitation and capacity increases in the Bike on Board program. 

On Jan. 4, the San Mateo County Transit District (SennTrans) in San Carlos announced the introduction 
of 137 new buses, funded largely through ARRA. The agency said the new buses will be responsible for 
the preservation or creation of over 100 jobs in the region. 

Touring in Tennessee 
In Memphis, TN, Rep. Steve Cohen (D-TN) joined the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) Board of 
Directors—including APTA Chair M.P. Carter—for a briefing and tour of the MATA transit facility, also 
on Jan. 7. A representative of Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN) also participated in the board event. 

Welcoming Representatives in Indiana and Washington State 
Rep. Mark Souder (R-IN) braved snow and cold to join Citilink in Fort Wayne, IN, on Jan. 7 as the 
agency welcomed five new Glaval Titan II light duty vehicles made in Elkhart, IN. These vehicles 
replace almost half of Cidlink's current Access paratransit bus fleet. 

"The same companies that are suffering from the slump in recreational vehicle sales benefit from this 
transit vehicle order. We are pleased to help our Northeast Indiana neighbors and improve the safety 
and efficiency of our fleet," said Ken Housden, Citilink general manager. 

On Jan. 8, Community Transit in Snohomish County, WA, welcomed Rep. Jay Inslee (D-WA) to its 
Merrill Creek Operations Base and a trip on the Swift bus rapid transit line. He boarded the bus at the 
southbound Casino Road station in Everett and rode to the Lincoln Way station in unincorporated 
Snohomish County. 
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Transportation Learning Center Receives $5 Million Federal Grant 

The Transportation Learning Center in Silver Spring, MD, has announced receiving a $5 million federal 
green jobs training grant from the Department of Labor as part of the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act. 

Center Director Brian J. Turner said he believes this is the first federal grant for direct workforce 
training in the public transit industry from either DOT or the Department of Labor. "This award 
provides an important stamp of national recognition for the value of the industry-wide partnership 
training system that transit labor and management have been working together to establish in recent 
years," he added. 

The grant will fund training of 3,640 participants for jobs in the public transportation sector, and will 
help to prepare new and incumbent workers to adequately maintain and operate the nation's transit 
systems and its increasingly advanced green technologies. It will help to 
mobilize labor-management partnerships for transit agencies including the Utah Transit Authority in 
Salt Lake City; New Jersey Transit Corporation; the Central Ohio Transit Authority in Columbus; and 
MTA New York City Transit, working with the Amalgamated Transit Union and the Transport Workers 
Union. 

Center-sponsored partnerships at the local and regional levels have provided training opportunities to 
more than 16,000 transit technicians and leveraged $17 million in state training grants since 2001. 
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Transportation Regulators Energized by Challenges, Vision for Public 
Transit 

BY KATHERINE LEWIS, Special to Passenger Transport 

The Obanna administration has ushered in a new era for public transportation with higher funding and 
renewed emphasis on safety, the environment, and new technology, according to DOT officials at a 
Jan. 12 session during the Transportation Research Board's 89th Annual Meeting, Jan. 10-14 in 
Washington. 

"To say that the world has changed is an understatement," said Federal Railroad Administrator (FRA) 
Joseph Szabo, part of a panel of one dozen administration officials. "It's a transformational time at 
FRA." 

The agency is implementing three key pieces of legislation: to develop new approaches to safety and 
risk reduction; to enhance FRA monitoring of Amtrak and better include state regulators; and to 
stimulate economic recovery and reinvestment. Looking just at the $10.5 billion aimed at developing 
high-speed rail, that is 200 times the previous year's discretionary budget, Szabo said. 

"It's created an incredible excitement amongst the staff," he said. "It's all based on caffeine and 
sugar, but the level of energy is tremendous." 

Funding for research and development has doubled, Szabo said, allowing FRA to continue "to develop 
technology and practices to reduce the risk of accidents." He mentioned the close call reporting 
program, real-time testing of rail conditions, automatic detection of cracks, and a national rail 
cooperative research program. 

"To understand the Obanna administration's commitment to public transportation, you don't really 
have to look beyond the [American] Recovery [and Reinvestment] Act [ARRA]," which boosted the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) budget 80 percent in one year, said FTA Administrator Peter M. 
Rogoff. ARRA "created an extraordinary challenge," he continued. "We are very energized at FTA, as 
they are at FRA, about the president's renewed commitment to public transportation." 

FTA has obligated 89 percent of its ARRA funds for projects around the country, which have not only 
created jobs but funded preventive maintenance and helped avoid service and job cuts. The 
comprehensive rail safety bill that Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood proposed in December 
represented the first message ever to Congress exclusively focused on transit, Rogoff noted. 

Just as aviation regulators harmonized safety rules to bring commuter planes in line with larger 
airplanes, the administration now wants to bring the same kind of consistency to rail transit rules, 
which have robust commuter standards alongside understaffed state agencies. 

LaHood's vision for transportation rests on strong federal leadership organized around the meeting of 
national needs, said Roy Kienitz, DOT undersecretary for policy. Key priorities include safety, good 
repair, economic competitiveness, livability, and environmental sustainability. 

The largest challenge is monetary, between the economy and the erosion of gasoline tax revenue due 
to high gas prices and consumer preference for small and hybrid cars. 

"The gasoline tax is no longer a stable, reliable, and predictable source of revenue that grows at 1.5 
percent per year. That's a thing of the past," Kienitz said. Relying solely on gas tax revenue, he 
added, would fall "probably $100 billion short of the average set of expectations in the community." 
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Every surface mode of transportation that relies on the federal Highway Trust Fund needs to think 
about new sources of revenue, Rogoff said. 

Safety issues and solutions can cut across all modes of transportation, so DOT regulators have built 
close working relationships to address concerns and share research, said Peter H. Appel, administrator 
of the Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA). "The greater but important 
challenge is to integrate across the folks that are in this room," Appel told the TRB audience. "We 
need to be talking to each other." 

One of RITA's key areas of focus is professional development and the agency plans to expand its work 
to professional and high schools, Appel said in response to a question about academic partnerships. 

The Federal Highway Administration is pleased by declining highway fatalities but is continuing to look 
at innovative ways to continue the trend, Administrator Victor M. Mendez said, encouraging the 
audience to take home a glow-in-the-dark safety band for pedestrian safety. 

"If you want to advance safety, you can just use public transportation," said Rogoff, quipping that FTA 
doesn't have the budget for "cool yellow safety bands." 

In response to a query about whether federal agencies might look into international contractors, 
Rogoff said: "We are looking for complete and unquestionable compliance with Buy America for all 
recovery dollars." 

Kienitz said the Fiscal Year 2011 budget to be unveiled Feb. 1 will include details of an infrastructure 
bank that President Barack Obanna promised during his campaign. But the administration weighs 
projects based on their outcomes, costs, and benefits, not on whether they rely on innovative 
financing. "Financing is interesting but not the highest-order thing," he said. 

In response to questions about the role of pedestrians and bicycles, Rogoff mentioned that he cycles 
to work in good weather. "We have done everything I think we can within current law to embrace the 
bicycle and pedestrian connection to transit into eligible transit funding purposes with very much the 
whole last-mile challenge in mind," he said, promising that as policies and laws come up for renewal, 
the administration will take a fresh look with those modes of transportation in mind. 
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Passenger Transport - January 18 1  2010 

Victoria Is New CEO of Omnitrans 

Milo Victoria, a transit industry veteran with 33 years experience, will join Onnnitrans in San 
Bernardino, CA, in late January as its new chief executive officer. He will succeed Durand Rail, who 
officially retired in December 2009 after serving in the post since 1994, but is remaining as the 
appointed interim CEO through the end of January. 

Victoria is assistant general manager, bus service, for the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority. He began his transit career with the former Southern California Rapid Transit District in Los 
Angeles and later its successor, Los Angeles Metro, most recently as deputy executive officer of 
maintenance and rebuild. 

"We are confident that Milo will bring both the experience and the leadership skills needed to carry 
Onnnitrans to a new level," said Onnnitrans Board Chair and Mayor of Highland Penny Lilburn. "The 
search to fill the Onnnitrans CEO vacancy attracted numerous high-caliber candidates, but ultimately 
the Board was unanimous in its selection." 

Victoria serves on the APTA Bus Technical Maintenance Committee. He is a member of the Conference 
of Minority Transportation Officials, was a steering committee member for Hispanics in Transit, and is 
a former board chair of the Southern California Regional Transit Training Consortium. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Monday, January 18, 2010 

Governor backs rail but carefully 

After reading the Star-Bulletin's Jan. 14 editorial, "Elevated rail is the best choice," readers might 
think that Gov. Linda Lingle is adamantly opposed to the City & County of Honolulu's proposed 
steel-on-steel rail system. 

To the contrary, Gov. Lingle is supportive of transit and prudent development -- provided such 
projects make sense and are carried out in the right way. 

For those reasons, she will not simply rubber-stamp the rail project's environmental impact 
statement when it arrives for her review. 

This multibillion-dollar project will have a profound impact on all Honolulu residents. And 
because the vast majority of Hawaii residents reside on Oahu, the entire state will be deeply 
affected should the project experience financial difficulties. 

Gov. Lingle will discuss the rail project in great detail when she meets next month with U.S. 
Department of Transportation officials. Rather than relying only on the city administration's 
views on the pros and cons of the city's elevated rail plan, Gov. Lingle will confer with others 
and listen to their views and opinions to assist in her evaluation. 

You might say she will follow Mayor Mufi Hannemann's mantra during the environmental 
review process: Do we need it, can we afford it, can we maintain it? 

Barry Fukunaga 
Chief of staff, Office of the Governor 
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Transit ex-directors support elevated rail 
By Gary T. Kubota 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 18, 2010 

Several former state and city transportation directors announced their support for a proposed elevated 
rail system on Oahu, including Gov. Linda Lingle's former transportation director, Rodney Haraga. 

The announcement, in Mayor Mufi Hannemann's conference room, came on the eve of a public forum at 
the state Capitol today where the American Institute of Architects will outline its views opposing a 
completely elevated system. 

Lingle said earlier this month she would host the meeting because of a "compelling" presentation by the 
AIA in December. She said the rail plan is not "aesthetically pleasing." 

The meeting will be held from 9 to 11 a.m. in the state Capitol auditorium. 

Haraga said he thought developing an elevated rail system was the most practical approach through 
Honolulu. 

"I think the debate should stop here," Haraga said. 

Caldwell said the city is waiting for the approval of an environmental impact statement by federal 
officials, and Lingle's acceptance of it is crucial. 

Caldwell said if the Lingle fails to accept the EIS, she would "doom" the project. 

"We're hopeful she won't play politics," Caldwell said. 

City transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said the $5.5 billion project between Kapolei and Ala 
Moana would help to create 10,000 direct and indirect jobs at a time when the economy is suffering. 

Yoshioka said the City Council has considered street-level rail and supports an elevated rail system. 

"This has been studied to death," he said. 

Former state Transportation Director Kazu Hayashida said he is not sure what the cost of rail might be in 
the future, if the project is not supported now. 

Hayashida said at one point the proposed rail system was going to cost $800 million and that the federal 
government was going to pay for 80 percent of it. 
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Hayashida said the cost of the project has gone up, and the federal government is now willing to pay for 
30 percent of it. 

Others supporting the elevated rail included former state Transportation Director Edward Hirata, former 
Council member Arnold Morgado, and former city transportation directors Keoki Miyamoto, Melvin 
Kaku, Cheryl Soon and Joe Magaldi. 

Hannemann is headed to Washington to meet with federal officials about the rail project, Caldwell said. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/news/201001182ransit_ex_directors_support  elevated_rail.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Hawaii architects urge more discussion of Honolulu rail 
options 
Their recommendation of street-level system signals potential city-state fight 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Reconsidering a street-level alternative for Honolulu's planned elevated commuter rail line would 
delay the start of the project by only six months, the American Institute of Architects Hawaii chapter 
said yesterday. 

The city is planning to build a 20-mile elevated rail line from East Kapolei to Ala Moana for $5.3 
billion. The architects yesterday proposed building 10 miles of the track at street level and said that 
would save the city $1.8 billion. The suggestion was made at a three-hour informational briefing at the 
state Capitol hosted by Gov. Linda Lingle. 

"While time is of the essence, its essential that we get it right, even if it means a six-month or so 
delay," said AIA member and Chinatown architect Peter Vincent. 

City Managing Director Kirk Caldwell said considering the street-level alternative could set the project 
back years. 

"That means starting over, not six months" of delay, Caldwell said. 

Yesterday's briefing was for informational purposes and resulted in no decisions for or against the 
project. Hundreds of proponents and opponents crowded the Capitol auditorium, forcing the 
organizers to set up a second viewing area. Outside, about a dozen large trucks lined South 
Beretania Street in support of what would be the state's largest infrastructure project ever. 

Waikiki resident Sanna Geugsch said she found the presentation helpful. 

"I'm really concerned about the aesthetics, so certainly I'm with the AIA," she said. "If it has to be built, 
it should be built on the ground." 

Kapolei resident Maeda Timson, president of pro rail group Go Rail Go, questioned the AIA's 
qualifications. 

"They're not qualified and its all one-sided," she said. "It's just a come-on just to delay it just to make 
us upset about it and to make us keep suffering needlessly." 

Lingle said she hoped yesterday's presentation by the AIA would spur a discussion of alternatives. 

The city eliminated a street-level, or at-grade, light rail system from consideration before conducting a 
key environmental impact study. Instead, the options explored included an all-elevated train, 
managed highways and a bigger bus system. 

The last time the city studied the feasibility of an at-grade train was in 1998. That study found that a 
ground-level train running through Honolulu's urban core was feasible. 
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The city has acknowledged that a street-level train would be cheaper to build, but says it would have 
lower ridership while increasing traffic congestion. An elevated train operating on an exclusive right of 
way would operate at higher speeds and have higher ridership, according to the city. 

Lingle yesterday said she supports rail, but remains concerned about its costs. 

In her presentation, Lingle said she had spoken to federal transit authorities last week and was told 
the city needs to change its financial plan for building rail. The Federal Transit Administration has 
expressed concern that the $5.3 billion cost could outstrip the city's ability to pay for it. 

"This is not a political exercise for me," Lingle said. "This is an attempt to share with the general 
public the largest project in our state's history and the impacts some people believe it would have on 
the state and to share my concern for the financing of the project." 

City officials declined to attend yesterday's briefing , Lingle said. 

The train's biggest proponent, Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann, is in Washington, D.C., this week. 
Hannemann has accused Lingle of trying to block the project for political reasons. 

Caldwell said after the meeting that any review of the basic plan to build an elevated train could delay 
or kill the project. 

"In the end, I don't think (Lingle's) for rail and any delay she can cause she believes is good because 
delays jeopardize the project," he said. 

Yesterday's developments signal a potential conflict between the city and state over the rail project. 

"I'm hoping it won't be a fight," Caldwell said. "I'm hoping the governor will step back and see this as a 
policy issue, but she's playing a dangerous game and that she can kill this project." 

The city needs Lingle's approval of the final environmental impact statement before it can break 
ground. The city had anticipated it would be ready for Lingle's signature early this month . Yesterday, 
Caldwell said it may not be released for a couple of months. 

Lingle has said she won't sign off on the EIS until she conducts a thorough analysis of the study to 
ensure that the financial plan is feasible and that alternatives were adequately considered. 
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They are the highways to hell in the country's most gridlocked 
cities. The Daily Beast crunches the numbers to determine your 
ultimate morning nightmares. How did your commute in rank? 

Bumper-to-bumper traffic is America's collective nightmare, and like the movie 

Groundhog Day it repeats on a daily basis. 

Congestion consumes billions of gallons of fuel, wastes hundreds of billions of 

dollars in productivity and causes billions of stress headaches. Yet over 100 

million automobile commuters each day feel like they have little option. "We 

put so much of our national wealth and our identity into the whole motoring 

thing," says  James Howard Kunstler, author of Geography of Nowhere,  "that 

we can't imagine doing something different." 

Anthony Downs, author of Stuck in Traffic  has identified four reasons for 

America's congestion problem, also applicable to most European and Asian 

economies: first, most of us work during the same hours of the day; second, 

the country's economic success has allowed households to buy multiple cars; 

third, there are more people now than when most roadways were conceived; 

fourth, more cars means more accidents which means more delays. 

In other words, this problem isn't going anywhere. So the Daily Beast set out to figure out the worst of the worst. The 

true Highways to Hell. It was a two-step process, done with data from traffic-tracking firm INRIX,  which culls 

information nationwide from more than 1.5 million GPS units, mostly in freight trucks. 

Our first step was ranking the metropolitan areas with the worst rush-hour congestion. The order is based on the peak 

hour Travel Time Index (TTI) for the metropolitan area each highway is in. TTI is a measure of how much longer it 

takes to complete a road journey during peak congestion hours compared to free-flow hours. (Peak hours are defined 

as 6 a.m. to 10a.m., and 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.) Speeds during non-peak hours are used by INRIX to establish this free-flow 

baseline. 

After determining the 75 worst metro areas, we then found the worst highway in each, defined as the most hours of 

bottleneck congestion, as reported by INRIX. The rankings then provide a still deeper look—at the most congested 

bottleneck segment for the worst highway in each area. 

How does your commute fare? Read on 

#1, Hollywood Freeway, Los Angeles 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 686 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Vermont Avenue 

Length of worst bottleneck: .64 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 77 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-01-19/americas-75-worst-commutes.. . 1/19/2010 
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Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 14 mph 

The expert opinion: "I recall they would say things like its a 20-minute trip downtown on the Hollywood Freeway," 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority chief executive Art Leahy says on traffic when he was growing up in Los 

Angeles. "No one anticipated the congestion  that would emerge." 

#2, Lunalilo Freeway (H-1), Honolulu 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 347 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, S Vineyard Blvd/VVard Ave 

Length of worst bottleneck: .82 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 36 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 16.4 mph 

The expert opinion: "There are only three lanes in either direction on Lunalilo Freeway through town, making it slow 

wherever there is a merge," says KSSK traffic reporter Jason Yotsuda in an email. "Not much can be done there." 

#3, Capital Beltway, surrounds Washington DC 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 194 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Exit 2A-B 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.26 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 31 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.2 mph 

The expert opinion: "It's a rough road," says Adam Tuss, transportation reporter for VVTOP 103.5. "It has lots of twists 

and turns, people speed on it and it's got a lot of slow points too. It's certainly not a freeway without its challenges." 

#4,1-35, Austin 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 460 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Riverside Dr 

Length of worst bottleneck: .92 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 47 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 16.2 mph 

The expert opinion: "It's the most traveled stretch of roadway of Austin and in the state," says Joe Taylor, traffic 

reporter for News 8 Austin. "It's quirky. It was designed for a small town, and we've grown into a very large city." 

#5, James Lick Freeway (US 101), San Francisco 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 190 

Worst bottleneck: I 80 Northbound, 4th St/5th St 

Length of worst bottleneck: .52 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 46 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 12.9 mph 

The expert opinion: "I think it's probably worse in the afternoon than in morning drives," says Kim Wonderley, traffic 

reporter at KCBS 740. "There is another stretch of 280 that hits it and from that point up into San Francisco where it 

ends up joining Interstate 80 it's a pressure point, no doubt about it." 

#6, Cross Bronx Expressway, New York City 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 421 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Bronx River Parkway/Exit 4B 

Length of worst bottleneck: .36 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 94 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 11.2 mph 

The expert opinion: "There's an old phrase that we used to have: too many cars and not enough roadway, and that 
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fits the Cross Bronx to a T," says Tom Kaminski, traffic reporter for WCBS 880 in New York City. "There's no room to 

expand, there's no way to throw in an additional lane or an additional shoulder—people have started changing their 

driving habits whenever they can." 

#7,1-5, Seattle 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 256 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, 45th St/Exit 169 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.46 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 34 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.3 mph 

The expert opinion: "We have one major problem in downtown Seattle, and that is physical restraints," says Paul 

Tosch, traffic reporter for KOMO 1000. "We only have so much room to put more freeway through downtown Seattle 

because we have water to one side and all the downtown buildings to the other. And I mean we don't have room for 

one more lane." 

#8,1-95, Bridgeport, CT 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 272 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, US 1/Connecticut Ave/Exit 14 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.4 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 27 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 22.7 mph 

The expert opinion: "If there's a car crash it can take people forever to get home," says Tommy Edison, traffic 

reporter for STAR 99.9. "It can be downright horrible." 

#9, Kennedy Expressway, Chicago 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 712 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, 190/194/Edens Expressway 

Length of worst bottleneck: .2 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 64 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 17.2 mph 

The expert opinion: "There's no such thing as rush hour. It's rush period, rush day," says Roz Varon, traffic anchor for 

ABC 7 News This Morning. "With the Kennedy, that thing will stay congested until 10 or 11 a.m. and start backing up 

again at 1 p.m." 

#10, Airport Expressway (State Road 112), Miami 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 183 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, 72nd Ave/Milam Dairy Rd 

Length of worst bottleneck: .46 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 22 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 16.3 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Southbound, northbound, eastbound, westbound. It means detours," state Department of 

Transportation spokesperson Tish Burgher told the Miami Herald July 14, 2009, after surrounding roadwork was 

expected to force traffic onto State Road 112. 

#11, Bayshore Freeway (US 101), San Jose 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 231 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Old Middlefield Way 

Length of worst bottleneck: .34 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 27 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.2 
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Commuter Buzz: "There are stretches that look like a fault line with jagged edges," says  Mike McPherson. 

#12, Loop 610, surrounds Houston 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 189 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Farm-to-Market Rd 1093/VVestheimer Rd/Exit 8 

Length of worst bottleneck: .16 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 34 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.9 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "That is the inner loop that defines for us what the, quote, inner city of Houston is, which is a gigantic 

space," says  Professor Stephen Klineberg of Rice University. 

#13,1-10, Baton Rouge 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 93 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Bluebonnet Rd/Exit 162 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.55 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 19 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.6 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "There is a lot of congestion already between Addis and the (Interstate 10 Mississippi River Bridge)," 

says  Louise Crochet. "It makes more sense to spread traffic out." 

#14, Southeast Expressway, Boston 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 305 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Highway 203/Gallivan Blvd/Exit 12 

Length of worst bottleneck: .98 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 45 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 18.7 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "You leave the house at 5:40 [a.m.], and you're still hitting traffic?" says  Jay McQuaide. "The last 

year for me, commuting between Andover and Boston, is the worst it's ever been, much worse than the Big Dig 

construction years." 

#15, Loop 820, surrounds Dallas-Fort Worth 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 172 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Rufe Snow Drive/Exit 20 

Length of worst bottleneck: .85 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 41 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Coming back home, 5:30 or 6:00 p.m., it takes a long time to get home if you're coming 820," says 

Mark Quintero. "I try to avoid it when I can." 

#16,1-5, Portland, OR 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 238 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Marine Dr/Exit 307 

Length of worst bottleneck: .76 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 23 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 14.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "As anyone who drives on Interstate 5 or listens to the traffic reports knows, 1-5 and most of the 

Portland freeway system is already congested at peak hours," wrote  Gerald Fox. "There are numerous choke points 

and frequent incidents delaying traffic throughout the region." 

#17,1-494, Minneapolis-St. Paul 
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Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 184 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Lyndale Ave/Exit 4 

Length of worst bottleneck: .49 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 32 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 19.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: In addition to Lyndale Avenue, the I-494/Hwy 169 interchange has, been a bottleneck for years," 

says  Jim Gates. 

#18,1-264, Virginia Beach 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 97 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, City Hall Ave/Exit 10 

Length of worst bottleneck: .15 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 28 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 8.9 mph 

Commuter Buzz: Were the second-largest region in the state by population and we had a year in which there's no 

interstate funding-1 just didn't want to set that precedent," Aubrey Layne told the Virginian-Pilot in December 2009, 

after securing a $7.7 million in state funds for updates to the 1-64/264 interchange. 

#19, San Diego Freeway (1-5), San Diego 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 97 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Manchester Ave 

Length of worst bottleneck: .83 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 14 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 28.4 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "People were jumping the median and stuffing dollar bills in their shirts," Cal Walker told  NBC after 

drug suspects tossed $17,000 onto the freeway last March. 

#20, Schuylkill Expressway, Philadelphia 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 205 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Montgomery Dr/Exit 341 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.53 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 34 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 22.9 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Frankly, we don't need any more rain," Gary Szatkowski told  the Philadelphia Inquirer, after a 2009 

that saw a rain-induced mudslide close part of the Schuylkill. 

#21, Baltimore Beltway, surrounds Baltimore 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 152 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, 170/Exit 16 

Length of worst bottleneck: .46 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 13 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 24.3 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "I think its going to be a real pain in the butt," Victor Williams told  WBAL TV about a drawbridge 

repair project that has shut down part of the Beltway. 

#22, 1-75, Atlanta 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 250 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, US 41/Northside Dr/Exit 252 

Length of worst bottleneck: .8 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 23 
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Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 23 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "I wish they would make a 'Grand Theft Auto: Atlanta' so I could blow up the video game version of 

Interstate 75. It would be good therapy," a commenter wrote on the Atlanta Journal Constitution's online rant forum The 

Vent last November. 

#23,1-275, Tampa 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 235 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound Himes Ave/Exit 23 

Length of worst bottleneck: .39 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 28 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "We all know that mish-mash south of Tampa International Airport—where Interstate 275 connects 

with the Veterans and Memorial Highway and State Road 60," says Jessica Balanza. "It has been a mess for the 

longest time, and I don't foresee it clearing up anytime soon. 

#24,1-25, Denver 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 166 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Park Ave/Exit 213 

Length of worst bottleneck: .6 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 27 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 19.7 mph 

Commuter Buzz: Its not going to prevent all slides and that's what's important to remember. You still have to be 

careful and drive safely. But what it does is add a little extra traction for you on flyovers," Mindy Crane told 9News after 

the state began installing traction pavement to combat icy conditions. 

#25, Riverside Freeway, Riverside, CA 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 160 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Lincoln Ave 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.24 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 24 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 28.3 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "What we fought for was safety, but what we got was gridlock," Gary Grant told the Valley News 

after a project to straighten Riverside County highways and roads ended up attracting more drivers. 

#26, Ronald Reagan Freeway, Oxnard, CA 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 67 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Stearns St 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.51 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 33 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 17.4 mph 

Commuter Buzz: Despite road flooding in the Oxnard area from a storm January 19, hydrologist Scott Holder told the 

Ventura County Star, "It's not looking like it's going to be a recurrence of the 2005 flood. We could have some minor 

localized flooding along some of our streams, depending on how much rain we get." 

#27,1-10, New Orleans 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 93 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Bonnabel Blvd 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.27 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 38 
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Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 25.6 mph 

Commuter Buzz: The New Orleans Regional Transportation Management Center allows us to use the resources we 

already have to improve communication among motorists and allow them to make smarter, more informed decisions 

as they travel," Louisiana DOTD Secretary William Ankner told New Orleans City Business December 8, 2009, 

regarding a new traffic monitoring facility on 1-10. 

#28,1-91, New Haven 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 147 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, 195 

Length of worst bottleneck: .47 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 63 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 13.4 mph 

Commuter Buzz: A recently approved $26 million high-speed rail project is expected to, "take a tremendous load off 

crowded Interstate 91 and bring new visitors, new business and new development to the entire corridor," Governor M. 

Jodi ReII said in a statement. 

#29, Papago Freeway (1-10), Phoenix 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 98 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Dysart Rd/Exit 129 

Length of worst bottleneck: 2.08 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 18 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 28.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "I would think with the holiday traffic I would have hit (gridlock) and I didn't," Patty Sloan told The 

Arizona Republic January 8, 2010, after new lanes were opened on 1-10. 

#30, Penn Lincoln Parkway (1-376), Pittsburgh 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 107 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Braddock Ave/Exit 7 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.07 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 24 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 15.9 mph 

Commuter Buzz: Its tough to do with a road built in the '50s and '60s," PennDOT Secretary Allen Biehler told the 

Pittsburgh Gazette after a 70 mile stretch of highway from Pittsburgh to 1-80 in Mercer County was dedicated to join I-

376 after improvements bring it up to highway standards. 

#31, Capital City Freeway, Sacramento 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 140 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, H St 

Length of worst bottleneck: .24 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 27 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 15.5 mph 

Commuter Buzz: You never want to be running out in the freeway," Officer Liz Dutton told the Sacramento Bee after 

a woman was killed on the Capital City Freeway. "Ever." 

#32,1-15, Las Vegas 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 119 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Lake Mead Blvd/Exit 45 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.64 mi 
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Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 21 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 25 mph 

Commuter Buzz: You have express lanes ending there, traffic merging in, traffic trying to get off and the Spaghetti 

Bowl backing up," says  Trooper Alan Davidson about the I-15/Sahara Avenue intersection. Some people aren't paying 

attention and have to take evasive action to slow down or make a quick lane change so they don't rear-end 

somebody." 

#33,1-84, Hartford, CT 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 112 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, US 44/Connecticut Blvd/Exit 53 

Length of worst bottleneck: .16 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 18 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 17.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: We have assured through this settlement that every penny necessary to assure proper completion 

of the work is done without additional taxpayer money being spent," Attorney General Richard Blumenthal told  the New 

Haven Register after settling a suit against three contractors that flubbed repair work on 1-84. 

#34,1-94, Milwaukee 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 50 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, US 41/Exit 308 

Length of worst bottleneck: .62 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 15 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 18.6 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "It's not detrimental. It just creates issues with schedules," Greg Schmidt told  The Daily Reporter 

regarding soil strength issues on a segment of 1-94 that needs rebuilding. 

#35, East Independence Blvd, Charlotte, NC 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 33 

Worst bottleneck: Stallings Rd 

Length of worst bottleneck: .75 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 12 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.6 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "We had people in here last night wanting to sign after midnight," said  Dewayne Moser of Keffer 

Hyundai on East Independence Boulevard, during April's Cash for Clunkers program. 

#36,1-75, Cincinnati 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 86 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Ronald Reagan Cross County Hwy/Exit 10 

Length of worst bottleneck: .46 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 16 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.6 mph 

Commuter Buzz: The main gist is widening, adding more lanes for traffic to flow easier," Ohio Department of 

Transportation spokesperson Liz Lyons told The Cincinnati Enquirer November 2, 2009, about new construction on I-

75. 

#37,1-65, Birmingham, AL 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 48 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Highway 149/University Blvd/Exit 259 

Length of worst bottleneck: .34 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 8 
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Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 18.5 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Situations like this are extremely rare, but it will require a short-duration lane closure to make 

repairs," ALDOT spokesman Tony Harris told ABC 33/40 after heavy rains caused a sinkhole. 

#38, Loop 410, surrounds San Antonio 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 71 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, 135 (San Antonio) 

Length of worst bottleneck: .45 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 29 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 13.9 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Its like, 'Wow. I'm breathing a sigh of relief," Kathy Babb told The Express-News about upcoming 

construction on Jones Maltsberger Road that will increase access to U.S. 281, which bisects Loop 410. "For all the 

people who use that intersection, it seems so ridiculous that it was left unimproved." 

#39, Edsel Ford Freeway (1-94), Detroit 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 174 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Linwood St/Exit 214 

Length of worst bottleneck: .34 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 21 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 24 mph 

Commuter Buzz: Its flat and straight and people like to fall asleep out there," says Michigan State Police Sergeant 

Chris Pascoe of 1-94 outside the Detroit city limits. 

#40,1-10, El Paso 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 39 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Ranch Road 2316/McRae Blvd/Exit 28A 

Length of worst bottleneck: .96 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 12 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 26 

Commuter Buzz: Its going to be a nightmare to get in and out, I bet," resident Pamela Ross told the El Paso Times, 

referring to the city's $9 million plan to add pedestrian amenities to Oregon Street, a major upheaval expected to affect 

people commuting to downtown El Paso. But I guess its all for the common good. I'll just put up with it." 

#41,1-195, Providence 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 135 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Warren Ave/5th St/Exit 5 

Length of worst bottleneck: .57 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 25 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 16.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: We are now entering a phase where the 1-195/1-95 split will unfortunately change several times as 

we continue building the lway," DOT Director Michael P. Lewis said in a statement. "Southbound Route 95 congestion 

is expected to increase, so we recommend that drivers consider alternate routes." 

#42,1-90, Cleveland 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 59 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Chester Ave/Exit 173 

Length of worst bottleneck: .24 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 15 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 15.7 mph 
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Commuter Buzz: Add a dash of rain, and the road can act like "a section of ice," Brian Beal told The Cleveland Plain 

Dealer, describing the hazardous pavement sealant that was applied to parts of Interstate 90 last winter. 

#43,1-26, Charleston, SC 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 48 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Ashley Phosphate Rd 

Length of worst bottleneck: .17 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 13 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 19.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Trucks out of the Charleston port will have to reroute, and small businesses are bound to benefit," 

David Melton told the Spartanburg Herald-Journal, referring to the 1-385's temporary closing, which will divert more 

traffic to 1-26. "I've already seen a 20 to 30 percent increase in business. Were not trying to take anything away from 

Greenville businesses, and at least the money's not going out of state." 

#44,1-40, Nashville 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 94 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, 165/Exit 210 

Length of worst bottleneck: .37 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 14 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 12.4 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "These people can't even hardly talk on the phone, especially in the summertime when they got the 

doors open," Councilman Buddy Baker told WSMV TV of homes that abut 1-40. 

#45,1-270, St. Louis 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 89 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Dougherty Ferry Rd/Exit 8 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.26 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 15 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 24.5 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Replacement of the current design with the diverging diamond interchange will not only improve the 

flow of traffic along the 270-70 corridor, but it will also be a national example of innovation in highway safety and 

design," Maryland Heights Councilwoman Mary Nichols told the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. 

#46,14, Orlando 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 139 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Kaley Ave/35th St/Exit 35 

Length of worst bottleneck: .48 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 29 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 19.9 mph 

Commuter Buzz: You can not build enough lanes on Interstate 4 to take care of the problem," Senator Ben Nelson 

said in Orlando. We need to go to alternative forms of transportation." 

#47,1-24, Chattanooga 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 20 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, US 27/Rossville Blvd/Exit 180 

Length of worst bottleneck: .68 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 5 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.4 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "That's just the 5 o'clock traffic... Its horrible," Carol Underwood told the Chattanooga Times Free 

Press of her morning commute on the 1-24—a 40-minute drive across 15 miles. "We're not going to change careers," 
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Underwood added, pointing out that the delayed commute is the price she pays for living and working where she likes. 

#48,1-95, Jacksonville 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 45 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Palm Ave 

Length of worst bottleneck: .57 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 10 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.5 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "There is a lot of congestion coming out of Clay County," Joe Mobley, vice president of The 

Fiorentino Group, told the Jacksonville Business Journal in June 2009. The First Coast Outer Beltway could provide 

another option for people to get to work." 

#49,1-65, Louisville 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 62 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Court Ave 

Length of worst bottleneck: .18 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 18 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 19.3 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "My legs get tired, moving just a little bit and pushing on the brake. My neck gets tense. (It's) just 

frustrating. Its monotonous and its a pain," says  commuter Rosemary Harvey. 

#50,1-40, Raleigh, NC 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 45 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, US 1/US 64/Exit 293 

Length of worst bottleneck: 2.61 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 8 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 27.9 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "You just get so stiff and tired and sore before you get to work," Wes Evans told  The Citizen-Times, 

referring to the approximately two hours of daily driving added to daily commutes on the I-40—the result of a massive 

rockslide that has created numerous detours. 

#51,1-84, Boise City 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 10 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Highway 69/Exit 44 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.72 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 10 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 17.5 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Just pretend like there's an egg underneath the gas pedal under your break," says  driver Travis 

Hymas. "Don't push anything too hard and you'll be alright." 

#52, North Freeway, Columbus OH 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 14 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, I-670/Exit 109 

Length of worst bottleneck: .73 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 7 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 22.7 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Ironically, this morning on my way in, I was behind a gentleman who was driving extremely slow 

and I was thinking to myself he's more of a hazard than someone who is going reasonably slow," driver Lisa Hartong 

told  NBC4i of 2010's first weather-induced morning traffic jam. 
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#53,1-235, Oklahoma City 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 34 

Worst bottleneck: Southbound, Harrison Ave/6th St/Exit 1 

Length of worst bottleneck: .4 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 8 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 16.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Its pretty wet," driver Mike Raglin told KOCO 5, describing the roads after early-morning storms. 

We had a couple of folks running into each other and stuff." 

#54, Highway 201, Salt Lake City 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 10 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, S 7200 W 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.52 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 10 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.3 mph 

Commuter Buzz: It looks like the road is wet from here, and you never can tell if its wet or if its dry," Trooper Mary 

Kaye Lucas told KSL5 of a November blizzard that blanketed Highway 201. The road has little grooves in it, and the 

water will get in between those grooves and make the road a lot more treacherous than it initially appears." 

#55,1-240, Memphis 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 23 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Poplar Ave 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.6 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 10 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 22.6 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Funding for Memphis 1-240 widening and sound wall project was removed from the state's budget, 

but allocated and spent for similar projects in Nashville and Knoxville," Tim Cowan told The Commercial Appeal. "We 

need legislators to demand equal treatment for this part of the state." 

#56,1-65, Indianapolis 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 19 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, 82nd St/Exit 1 

Length of worst bottleneck: .9 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 9 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: The car in front of me slowed down. I slowed down so I didn't hit that guy and I started wobbling a 

little bit," one driver told VVTHR after a snow-induced accident. "Once it started wobbling I couldn't straighten it out. Ran 

into the other fellow and I went off on the slope and I guess he went off on the other side." 

#57, US 22, Allentown, PA 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 22 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Highway 987/Airport Rd 

Length of worst bottleneck: .76 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 11 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.1 

Commuter Buzz: "There's simply not enough road surface to be had," explains Dan Hartzell, aka The Road Warrior 

for The Morning Call. "Motorists will not remain in single file, going slower than they wish, if a lane is available for 

passing, whether it be to the left or right." 

#58,1-70, Kansas City 
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Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 47 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Van Brunt Blvd/Exit 6 

Length of worst bottleneck: .79 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 13 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 17.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "I'm just glad to see that [the Missouri Department of Transportation] is doing a common sense 

project, widening 1-70 to three lanes all the way through, which should ease the flow of traffic," says  one commuter. 

#59,1-30 Little Rock, AR 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 26 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Cantrell Rd/2nd St/Exit 141 

Length of worst bottleneck: .27 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 11 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.4 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "I don't get paid until the 30th, and I used the last bit of money for gas to get to Hope and now 1-30 is 

flooded." Nicholas Rogers told  THV 11, after heavy rainfall thwarted Christmas travel plans. 

#60,1-10, Tucson 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 130 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, 22nd St/Exit 259 

Length of worst bottleneck: .71 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 36 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 19.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "It can be closed for hours by traffic accidents (once you leave Phoenix, there's no alternate route). 

Anyone who wants to come to Tucson for just 36 hours—and spend four (or many more) hours on I-10—should 

instead take a flight to our convenient, uncrowded airport," Jerry Peek wrote  on the New York Times Web site. 

#61, Coronado Freeway, Albuquerque 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 25 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, San Mateo Blvd/Exit 161 

Length of worst bottleneck: .9 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 9 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 25 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "There are some people out there driving like maniacs," says  one motorist. "A word to all drivers out 

there who have to use detour roads, PLEASE, drive carefully and slower through neighborhoods you don't know." 

#62,1-83, Harrisburg, PA 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 64 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, 17th St/Exit 44 

Length of worst bottleneck: .15 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 12 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.2 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Always wondered if the City could be held liable for auto repairs... namely front end work and 

shocks that blow out way too quickly from driving on these roads," says  "Jersey Mike". 

#63,1-290, Worcester, MA 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 20 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Hwy 9/Exit 17 
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Length of worst bottleneck: .37 ml 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 9 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 23 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "The MAJOR problem with these Highways is not the roads themselves but the JERKS who drive on 

it," one driver posted under an article on the Worcester Telegram & Gazette website about the need for physical 

improvements on the 1-290. "Weaving in and out, riding your butt even if you're going 80, 85 mph." 

#64, Crosstown Expressway, Tulsa 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 6 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, 144/Highway 66 

Length of worst bottleneck: .98 ml 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 6 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 16.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: Tulsa World reader Daven suggested politicians see roads firsthand to encourage increased 

spending on improvements. "Just drive him on the part of the [Inner Dispersal Loop] that has not been repaired and he 

will see real quick why that was need. Given that he doesn't fall into a pothole." 

#65,1-75, Cape Coral, FL 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 19 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound—Alico Road/Exit 20 

Length of worst bottleneck: 3.9 ml 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 9 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 21.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "You're putting your life on the line every time you drivel-75," posted one Ocala.com  reader. 

#66,1-490, Rochester, NY 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 14 

Worst bottleneck: Inner loop westbound, Washington St/Exit 14 

Length of worst bottleneck: .27 ml 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 9 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 18 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "The closing of the Lake Champlain Bridge is a wake-up call. New York has ignored its infrastructure 

for decades, putting New Yorkers and New York businesses in jeopardy," state comptroller Thomas DiNapoli told  

RocNow.com . 

#67,1-271, Akron, OH 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 4 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, I-480/Cuyahoga-Summit County Line 

Length of worst bottleneck: 2.51 ml 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 4 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 28.1 mph 

Commuter Buzz: The traffic mess has not been as bad as I thought it would be," Bob Zarle told the Akron Beacon 

Journal in November 2008 during a construction period. You see progress constantly, and you see people working 

everywhere. Its like an ant's nest." 

#68,1-205, Stockton, CA 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 28 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Tracy Blvd 

Length of worst bottleneck: 1.68 ml 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 13 
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Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 25.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "A lot of people I knew were having a time of it trying to get to work on the congested roads," John 

Harris told  the Manteca Bulletin, referring to a half cent sales tax that has provided millions to improve San Joaquin 

County roads, including 1-205. 

#69,1-75, Dayton, OH 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 46 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Highway 48/Grand Ave/Exit 54 

Length of worst bottleneck: .67 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 12 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 17.4 mph 

Commuter Buzz: After an accident caused by icy roads, commuter Gwen Hymen offered some sage advice  for WHIO 

TV viewers. "I know a lot of people that get in their cars and go, and that messes up your car. lwarm mine up an hour 

before I go." 

#70,1-40, Knoxville, TN 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 12 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, 1275/Exit 387 

Length of worst bottleneck: .64 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 6 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 25.3 mph 

Commuter Buzz: A silver lining amidst a commuter hell: "I'd say we've had at least a 20 to 30 percent increase in 

business since the rock slide," diner owner Genia Hayes-Peterson told  The Tennesean, after traffic on 1-40 was 

rerouted. 

#71,1-690, Syracuse, NY 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 9 

Worst bottleneck: Eastbound, Exit 7 

Length of worst bottleneck: .11 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 9 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 28.5 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Who can even drive 55 in that area, what is there only one lane open. [You're] lucky in rush hour if 

you do 45," says  one commuter. 

#72,1-15, Ogden, UT 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 45 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Center St/Exit 317 

Length of worst bottleneck: .19 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 11 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 20.8 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "Its just like a movie. You see everything in your car flowing with you, with the car. Its pretty cool, 

but I don't wish it upon anyone," says  motorist Cody Graham. "Whatever you do, if you're hitting ice, don't hit the 

brakes. That's I learned tonight." 

#73,1-26, Columbia, SC 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 16 

Worst bottleneck: Westbound, Saint Andrews Rd/Exit 106 

Length of worst bottleneck: .58 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 6 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-01-19/americas-75-worst-commutes.. . 1/19/2010 
AR00080064 



America's 75 Worst Commutes - The Daily Beast 	 Page 16 of 16 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 26.5 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "We have not determined what the possible fixes are, but if there is a possible funding mechanism, 

we can look at addressing that. There are issues there," Randall Young told the Times and Democrat, of remedies to 

congestion at the 1-95/1-26 interchange. 

#74,1-55, Jackson, MS 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 8 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, Daniel Lake Blvd/Exit 90B 

Length of worst bottleneck: .7 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 4 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 26.3 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "The oil comes up on the roadway and things get real slick," says Chris Barnhart of driving in rain on 

1-55. "If you don't wear your seat belt, you're not going to give it a chance to save your life. That's just a fact." 

#75,1-95, Richmond, VA 

Weekly hours of bottleneck congestion: 11 

Worst bottleneck: Northbound, US 1/US 301/N Belvidere St/Exit 76 

Length of worst bottleneck: .19 mi 

Weekly hours of congestion on worst bottleneck: 6 

Speed of worst bottleneck when congested: 25.2 mph 

Commuter Buzz: "If our state is as cash-strapped as politicians profess, and if our road needs are as dire as 

advertised, we need to restore tolls on Interstate 95," Richmond Times-Dispatch columnist Michael Paul Williams 

wrote. 

Clark Merre field was the chief reporter and writer for this ranking. 

For More of The Daily Beast, become a fan on Facebook and follow us on Twitter. 

For inquiries, please contact The Daily Beast at editorial@thedailybeast.com .  

URL: http://www.thedailybeast.com/blogs-and-stories/2010-01-19/americas-75-worst-commutes/p/ 
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RAIL TRANSIT DISPUTE 

Lingle not sold on elevated project 
The city says that the Council debate years ago settled concerns about the proposal 

By Gary T. Kubota   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 19, 2010 

Gov. Linda Lingle said yesterday she is worried whether Honolulu will be able to afford to pay for and 
operate a proposed elevated rail system and that she has heard similar views expressed by the Federal 
Transit Administration. 

But city Managing Director Kirk Caldwell said nothing was wrong with the financial plan for rail and 
that the FTA has supported the city's effort enough so it has authorized $35 million to be spent in 
preliminary engineering. 

Lingle and Caldwell made the comments yesterday after the governor hosted a forum at the state Capitol 
featuring a Honolulu architects group that wants the city to change its plansand build a rail system that is 
elevated but drops to ground level in certain sections. 

The group, American Institute of Architects Honolulu chapter, wants to preserve ocean and mountain 
views in some areas, including Chinatown and the state Capitol, and says a ground-level system is 
cheaper. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann's administration, saying building at ground level in parts of the city would slow 
the rail system, has proposed an elevated system. 

The city's proposed 20-mile, $5.5 billion rail project between Kapolei and Ala Moana is undergoing 
review by the FTA. 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Lingle+not+sold+on+elevat.. . 1/19/2010 
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Supporters and detractors met at the State Capitol to debate the merits of an elevated rail transit system. 

[  Watch  ] 

tip 

KIT  V.COM  

More than 200 construction workers from the building trades held a rally outside the Capitol, calling for 
Lingle to support Hannemann's proposed plan. 

William "Roy" Johnson, an official with the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades, said his 
members needed jobs, and about 40 percent of them were unemployed compared with no unemployment 
up to 2009. 

"I think it's time to stop all this nonsense and get it going," Johnson said. 

Some Kapolei residents said the traffic into Honolulu has affected their family's quality of life and 
forced them to wake up hours earlier to beat rush-hour traffic. 

Lingle said she supports a rail system but thinks Hannemann needs to take another look at the financing 
plan for rail, in view of FTA officials' comments to her recently. 

"They said they are wary of any plan that takes so much money from the bus system that it degrades its 
existing service," Lingle said. 

She said she also thinks the city should take another look at AIA-Honolulu's hybrid rail system. 

"The AIA has said today that they've tried to work with the city, but the city has not wanted to consider 
their plan, and I think they should," Lingle said. 

Lingle said she felt compelled to share the AIA's views, after listening to its presentation last year. 

Lingle said before deciding on taking the next step, she wants to review the final environmental impact 
statement for the proposed rail project. 

Lingle said her administration has not received the document. 

"I don't want to prejudge what the final EIS has to say," she said. 

Caldwell said Lingle's comments were "outrageous," and he raised questions about the accuracy of her 
statement. 

He said taking another look as proposed by the AIA would require the city to begin a new 
environmental review process. 

He said the issues raised by the architects were debated several years ago by the City Council, which 
decided to select an elevated rail system. 

"She should get behind this and work constructively and not at the last minute come back and say let's 
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look at something that was totally debated before the Council," Caldwell said. 

He said he hopes Lingle will support the elevated-rail project proposed by the city. 

"We're hopeful that she'll step back, not make this about politics. ... She is playing a dangerous game, 
and in fact she could kill this project." 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.corninews/20100119_Lingle_not_sold_on_elevated_project.html  

r Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Project a critical lifeline long sought 

When some people look at the public transit debate they see a train - a way to move people from point A 
to B. We see a critical lifeline: a connection to people, places and everyone's well being. 

Public transportation moves us to meet our friends and family, and to take care of our health. It connects 
us to the airport, downtown, educational and recreational centers and communities. The rail transit project 
will increase everyone's quality of life by efficiently moving people between Ewa and Honolulu, and 
freeing up resources to better connect the rest of the island. 

We have both been strong advocates for rail transit since 1993. Bruce Coppa was vice president of EE 
Black Construction, the company selected to build the project by then Mayor Frank Fasi. Christina 
Kemmer has been fighting for transit since 1993 and served six years on the city's Transportation 
Commission. 

We were disappointed 17 years ago when the City Council rejected the project because of fear of the 
unknown. But where some see problems, we see opportunities. We see job creation and a community 
more connected. 

It is time everyone put aside his or her fears and work together to make it happen. 

CHRISTINA KEMMER I President, Communications Pacific 

BRUCE COPPA I Chief operating officer, Communications Pacific 
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January 20, 2010 

In rail battle, mayor takes no prisoners 
With future support in question, city should not plunge ahead 

By David Shapiro 

When Gov. Linda Lingle said she'd take her time reviewing the city's environmental impact statement 
on its $5.3 billion commuter rail project, Mayor Mufi Hannemann angrily accused her of "ignorance of 
the EIS process" and seeking "to politicize the process." 

It was the latest example of the city administration's inability to have a civil conversation with anybody 
questioning rail, and if the project crashes and burns after what the mayor describes as "four years of 
heroic effort," his antagonistic tone will be one of the reasons. 

After five years of picking political fights with Lingle on everything from homeless policy to labor talks, 
it seems that hurling insults across Punchbowl Street is the only form of communication Hannemann 
has left. Did it never occur to him that he'd need her signature on rail? 

Its typical of the scorched-earth rail debate the city has fostered from the start. 

Architects who tried to discuss saving money and reducing visual blight by running part of the 
elevated commuter line at ground level were dismissed with hostile derision. 

Former Gov. Ben Cayetano was written off as a washed-up hack when he raised thoughtful issues 
after 30 years of experience studying rail transit. 

Federal judges with security concerns about elevated trains whizzing by their chamber windows got 
condescending assurances that there were better ways to shoot at judges than from a train. 

The city's public meetings on rail were one-way hard sells rather than two-way conversations, and the 
EIS process was about refuting suggested alternatives rather than giving them serious consideration 
and incorporating those that made sense. 

The city has plowed ahead with what the administration always wanted to do, with the volumes of 
testimony producing no major changes in course. 

And despite a majority vote in favor of rail in the last election — before the economy crashed — the 
administration's elbowing has left many people nervous that there's a rush to put shovels in the 
ground on a political timetable geared to Hannemann's gubernatorial ambitions. 

Lingle isn't the mayor's only problem on the official front. U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie has been a 
staunch rail supporter in pursuing some $1.5 billion in federal funding despite his political differences 
with Hannemann, but all three candidates to replace him have concerns. 

Colleen Hanabusa questions the all-elevated design, Ed Case thinks the city's planning has lacked 
transparency and Charles Djou has outright opposed rail on the City Council. All three have been on 
the receiving end of Hannemann political bashings and owe him no favors. 

Lingle's main worry is whether the city's rail financing plan still stands up after the crushing recession 
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— a concern apparently shared to some extent by federal transit authorities. The governor says a city 
failure on a project of such magnitude would bring down the financial standing of the entire state. 

Lingle has only a draft copy of the final EIS at this point and won't approve or disapprove until she 
studies the final EIS when it is issued. The federal approval the city expected last year still hasn't 
come through, and City Managing Director Kirk Caldwell says the final EIS may be a couple of 
months off. 

That raises doubts about whether Hannemann can possibly get construction started before his 
anticipated resignation in the summer to run for governor. 

In addition to a new governor and the likelihood of a new mayor, four City Council members can't run 
for re-election because of term limits and well have a significantly different council next year. 

Who knows if the next mayor or a majority of the council will still favor rail? At this point, what sense 
does it make to rush dumping hundreds of millions of dollars into start-up construction before the 
long-term support shakes out? 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

It's not time to move backward 

This constant rehashing of rail issues only further delays a much-needed transit system for Oahu. 
Countless opportunities have already been provided for public input on the various stages of this project. 
Now the American Institute of Architects has arrived late at the table with another proposal in opposition 
of elevated rail, which was selected after a full public process. 

There comes a time when we have to move forward. This is one of those times. Let's not jeopardize our 
federal funding by going back to the drawing board. We urge the governor to support the current plan and 
respect the public process. 

JACKIE BOLAND I Associate state director, AARP Hawaii 
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Rail battle 
escalates 
City and State in position for 
political face-off 
ADRIENNE LAFRANCE 

JAN 20, 2010 I 	SHRRE  N.  

Supporters of the City's rail plan rallied 
at the State Capitol on Monday. 
IMAGE: ADRIENNE LAFRANCE 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

With Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann in Washington, D.C. for a round of 

talks with federal transportation officials about Honolulu's proposed $5.3 

billion, 20-mile elevated-rail project, Gov. Linda Lingle hosted a public 

forum for a panel of architects to again detail their opposition to the plan. 

Members of the public filled an overcrowded State capitol auditorium on 

Monday to hear the Honolulu chapter of the American Institute of 

Architects present its pitch for a rail system that would remain, in part, at 

street level. 

The move signals what appears to be an intensifying rail debate between 

high-level City and State officials. 

Not so fast 

"It's a dangerous game the governor is playing," said City Managing 

Director Kirk Caldwell. "Especially if she cares at all about resolving our 

traffic problem, or about stimulating our economy or generating jobs." 
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1 of 4 	 1/20/2010 2:50 PM 
AR00080073 



Rail battle escalates » Honolulu Weekly 	 http://honoluluweekly.com/feature/2010/01/rail-battle-escalates/  

The governor said her last-minute questions about the basic nature of the 

City's long-planned rail vision—which voters approved on a ballot initiative 

in 2008—come from fiscal concerns that arose relatively recently, due to 

the local economy's nosedive over the past year and a half. Lingle said 

she rejects speculation that she's setting in motion an attempt to 

reallocate half-a-billion dollars in funding set aside for rail to alleviate the 

state budget crisis. 

Further, she said the City is misleading the public regarding the amount 

of information she actually has. She told the Weekly she received neither 

the final Federal Environmental Impact Statement or the draft 

administrative review of that document, the latter of which City officials 

said they sent to both the State and the Federal Transit Administration. 

"I'm telling you, the City has not sent anything to the State," said Lingle. "I 

don't know what the FTA has. I am trying to say this in as clear and 

simple terms as I can: The City has not submitted anything. There's 

nothing for me to do." 

But the Weekly obtained a copy of a December 3 letter that City 

Department of Transportation Services Director Wayne Yoshioka sent to 

the State. 

We are enclosing two CD copies of the advance review of the 

Administrative Draft of the Final EIS, which is 99 percent complete with 

very little potential for material change," wrote Yoshioka in a letter to the 

State. It is our desire that the state's... process be concluded prior to the 

federal process. Therefore, we are providing this review copy of the Final 

EIS in advance to give you adequate time for your expeditious review." 

Round and round 

Honolulu residents—whose tax dollars have been siphoned into a fund for 

the City's rail project that now totals about half a billion dollars—continue 

to face a deluge of rail viewpoints from all sides. 

Monday's six-person panel focused on how a rail system including 

at-grade components would be more visually appealing and, based on 
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AIA estimates, $1.8 billion cheaper than all-elevated rail. Members of the 

AIA's two-year-old rail taskforce have been vocal opponents of the City's 

plan, which they call "terrible" and "rushed," and discount criticism that 

engineers, not architects, should be the sole authority on City transit. 

"City planning is integral to architecture," said AIA Director Scott Wilson. 

"That's what we learn from the very first design class. We don't claim to 

be experts but we are trained in the built environment. When you put an 

elevated expressway in the middle of a city, you are creating a built 

environment." 

In addition to concerns over cost and aesthetics, panel members said that 

elevated rail would obstruct the line of sight from the mountains to the 

ocean to the point of cultural detriment, an argument that elevated-rail 

supporters called "self-serving." 

When I see those photos from the City, I don't see an elevated rail," said 

`Ewa Beach resident Alicia Malwafiti. "I see big skyscrapers that those 

architects built. They already ruined the view." 

The bigger concern for many Oahu residents lies in delaying a project 

that would create thousands of jobs. 

We need jobs right now," said `Ewa Beach resident Juan Vasquez. "How 

am I gonna support my family?" 

Westside residents at Monday's forum also complained of traffic jams that 

extend commutes to more than two hours. Lingle, who said she took a 

helicopter ride above the proposed rail route over the weekend, said she 

sympathizes with these hardships, but believes concerns about cost 

come first. 

"I participated in a call with people from FTA," said Lingle. They told us... 

that the City will need a stronger financial plan before they are allowed to 

go to final design." 

Hawaii Department of Transportation Director Brennon Morioka said he 

listened in on that call. 
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They indicated that the City is still in need of submitting a stronger 

financial plan, in light of the current economic conditions," he wrote in an 

e-mail. FTA officials did not return the Weekly's phone calls or e-mails 

before press time. 

City officials insist that the financial planning component of the 

multibillion dollar project remains sound, while those who have followed 

closely the trajectory of the elevated-rail project say it's now or never for 

rail of any kind. 

"It's really late in the game to be doing this," said Rep. Karl Rhoads 

(D-District 28). "There have been dozens and dozens and dozens of times 

where everyone could say what they wanted to say on the record, in 

private, to their council member, to the governor, whoever they wanted to 

talk to." 

Rhoads said this moment is crucial. 

The political stars are aligning. We have a kamaaina who's president, 

which is not gonna hurt us at all when it comes to funding. We have a 

kamaaina who's chair of the Senate appropriations committee, the most 

powerful money spot to be in. We will get federal money for this project if 

we don't screw it up. They've been talking about this for 44 years and 

they still can't make up their mind. I think the Federal Transit 

Administration could easily say, 'You know what, Honolulu? Forget it." 

All original content copyright 2009 Honolulu Weekly.  
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Transit data are taken from the Amencan Public Transportation Association (APTA) and the National 
Tramit Database (WIDE) of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), My 2003. Data for 1999-2001 
were averaged (since all relevant data items were awdlable for that period), 
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<— Dementia essay on Hawaii Public Radio tomorrow (Wednesday) Before dawn —> 

Washington lobbyist coordinates D.C. fundraiser for Kirk Caldwell, and a look at rail accident 
statistics 

January 20th, 2010 • 10 Comments • Campaigns, Politics 

Honolulu Managing Director and potential mayoral candidate Kirk Caldwell held a Washington D.C. fundraiser last Friday, according to a notification 
filed with the Campaign Spending Commission. 

The $250 per person breakfast event was hosted by Washington attorney Robert E. Barnett, a named partner in the law firm of Barnett, Sivon & 
Natter. Barnett is a lobbyist for Citigroup Inc. and the Financial Services Roundtable, according to OpenSecrets.org . The firm also represents several 
other finance-related organizations, including the Council of Federal Home Loan Banks and the American Bankers Association. 

According to Caldwell's filing with the Campaign Spending Commission, the fundraiser was held at the law firm's 15th Street offices. 

The amount raised for Caldwell's potential mayoral campaign won't be known until the end of July, when the next campaign spending report would be 
due. 

In other news, rail proponents, including Caldwell, have cited safety issues as a reason for refusing to consider a light rail option which could avoid the 
visual blight of huge concrete rail lines through the city by running in certain areas at ground level. The ground level or "at-grade" option has been 
advocated by the ALA. 

A blog by public relations pro Doug Carlson highlighted these safety concerns in a recent post, tying the idea of running the train on city streets (as is 
now done in cities across the country) to pedestrian deaths. 

Carlson, who was reported to have been paid $210,045 as a subcontractor on Honolulu's rail transit team between August 2007 and November 2009, 
makes the train sound like real scary stuff. Of course, he is well paid to put the facts together in a way favorable to the client. 

But safety data from the Federal Transit Administration seems to tell a very different story. 

I did a quick search yesterday for data, and turned up several basics from the FTA. This table shows ten years of fatal accidents. Both heavy rail–the 
type being promoted by the Hannemann administration–and motor buses have, over time, a higher number of fatal accidents than light rail of the type 
advocated by AIA. 

Another report, citing data for 1999-2001, reported the following rates, with light rail having an accident rate substantially below highway vehicles. 

Additional Transit Safety & Security Statistics can be found at this FTA site. 

I think the point is that it never hurts to look at the data, but that extra hype–which, in Carlson's case, came close to just saying "rail will kill senior 
citizens, watch out!"– doesn't contribute to serious assessment of the issues. 

ShareThis   

Tags: 

10 Comments so far 
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• Fl  Pat // Jan 20,2010 at 9:21 am 

I really can't support any rail project. It just is not affordable or sustainable. 

Reply   

• ri  Kimo in Kailua // Jan 20, 2010 at 11:22 am 

That Caldwell is pulling money from the banking industry is not a sup se. His wife Donna Tanoue was FDIC chair. 
http://nndb.net/people/112/000168605/   

Reply 

o 	ohiaforest3400 // Jan 20, 2010 at 8:20  pm 

Not just that. Tanoue is now a big wig with one of the two big banks in town (not to mention one of many proteges of Dan Inouye, through 
whom she got the FDIC job). Also, Caldwell's former private law practice concentrated on representing financial institutions. 

"Show me the money!" 

Reply   

• ri  Larry  // Jan 20, 2010 at 11:51 am 

Thank you for doing the research on light rail accidents. 

I knew inside me that the accident claim was bunk, but never got around to looking for numbers. 

Reply   

ri• 	Lopaka43 // Jan 20 2010 at 12:45 pm 

Thanks for doing very little research and making a sweeping conclusion based on one table. 

The critical point is not heavy or light, although you have been stressing that point, erroneously. 

The critical point is how many of the accidents involved at-grade transit vs. elevated transit. For example, Vancouver's elevated light rail system 
has never hit anybody since it opened many years ago. Phoenix's at grade system had a collision with a car in its first week of operation. 

And what is proposed for Honolulu is a light rail system, not heavy rail. 

Reply   

Ian Lind // Jan 20, 2010 at 1:10 pm 

The definitions used by the FTA accompany the table with accident data. According to that FTA definition, Honolulu's proposed system 
would be considered Heavy Rail. 

HR — Heavy Rail (Rapid Transit) 

Transit service using rail cars powered by electricity which is usually drawn from a third rail and usually operated on exclusive 
rights-of-way. It generally uses longer trains and has longer spacing between stations than light rail. 

Reply 

Doug Carlson  // Jan 20 2010 at 1:55 pm 

Ian, your numbers are off; I wasn't even working the project in August '07. But that's not the reason to write you. 

What do your figures say about pedestrian deaths on elevated transit systems? That's the issue, right? It's a no-brainer that at-grade systems are 
inherently more hazardous to pedestrians than grade-separated systems. And if you don't think they're also hazardous to vehicles, check out 
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some recent media posts in Phoenix. This one will do: 
http://tinyurl.com/ydkx9da   

Like any good pro, I have all the answers about at-grade vs elevated, and I'll be happy to debate the issue with you if you want a direct dialogue. 
Read the last couple weeks of my blog for all the reasons why at-grade would be horrible for Honolulu and why, therefore, the architects do not 
know what they're talking about when they advocate it. They're architects — not transit planners and engineers, for Pete's sake! 

Reply   

o 	Ian Lind // Jan 20,2010 at 3:34 pm 

Regarding the dates: The list of rail contracts and subcontracts, the only official public record so far, lists your contract among others 
captioned, "List of Subcontractors, August 2007 to Present". I'm sorry more specific information isn't publicly available on those 
contracts. 

Reply 

• r 	Doug Carlson  // Jan 20, 2010 at 4:24 pm 

Ian, as I noted in my first comment, what I've been paid isn't important unless the fact that I DO get paid completely clouds your 
ability to view the facts. What IS important is your acknowledgement that the death rate statistics you cited did not compare 
elevated vs. at-grade rail fatalities. THAT'S the issue, and I hope you will agree that elevated/grade-separated rail is much safer than 
at-grade transit, which the architects are pushing. 

You know the architects skirted right past the at-grade safety issue because you were at Monday's "hearing." They're pushing a 
much more dangerous rail system on this community to preserve a narrow view plane between the high-rise buildings they've 
designed that have walled off the ocean. The hypocrisy is amazing. 

These architects know how to design houses and high-rises, but they don't know transit. It's that simple. Here's another URL link to 
the safety issue they won't acknowledge from just two days ago — about Phoenix's crash-a-week at-grade system: 
http://tinyurl.com/yh4kqdd   

Reply 

n• 	stagnant // Jan 20,2010 at 5:09 pm 

"death trains" hahaha 

Reply   
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January 21, 2010 

Funding rail won't hurt buses 
Advertiser Staff 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann told federal transportation officials in Washington, D.C., this week that the 
city's planned commuter rail project will not compromise bus service in Honolulu. 

In a news release Tuesday, Hannemann said he discussed with the Federal Transit Administration its 
"general concern about rail projects that rely too heavily on federal funds that pay for bus service." 

In Honolulu's case, the city has proposed diverting more than $300 million in federal funds for buses 
to help pay for the train system if tax revenues fall short of what is needed. 

Hannemann said he assured FTA Administrator Peter Rogoff on Tuesday the city would not 
compromise bus service. Hannemann told Rogoff that "any funding that is currently dedicated to bus 
service should remain in place," according to the news release. 

Hannemann said the city will be able to cut costs on the rail project because contractors are bidding 
less than expected and private developers will help pay for station development. 

Hannemann also met with U.S. Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood and Sen. Daniel 
K. Inouye Tuesday to discuss the $5.3 billion rail project. Construction on the elevated rail line from 
East Kapolei to Ala Moana was to have begun in December but has been delayed as the city gathers 
approvals from state and federal agencies. 

Hannemann told the DOT and FTA that tax collections dedicated to rail are at 99.5 percent of what 
the city projected in its financial plan. 

Hannemann is in Washington to attend the 78th annual Winter Meeting of the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors. 

While the mayor is away, the American Public Transportation Association, a group that lobbies for 
improved public transportation, is holding its annual business member board of governors meeting at 
the Ihilani Resort and Spa at Ko Olina. 

Were very pleased that the nation's largest nonprofit advocacy group for public transportation chose 
Honolulu for this important event," Hannemann said in a news release. 

The meeting started yesterday and concludes tomorrow. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100121/NEWS09/1210348/Funding-rai.. . 1/21/2010 
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January 21, 2010 

English Pot Laws a Royal Pain 

HYPER LOCAL 

Ah, April 2008—the memories we shared: Finland's Foreign Minister resigned after 

getting caught sending text messages to a stripper, Blackwater Worldwide's Iraq 

"security contract" was renewed, the Supreme Court ruled in favor of lethal 

injection and, for the first time, Maui Land a Pineapple was on the New York 

Stock Exchange. Back then, a share of MLEtP was valued at $33 and the company's 

total "market capitalization" (share price multiplied by the number of shares 

outstanding) was about $245 million. Flash-forward to the present and MLEtP stock 

is hovering around $4 per share, while its market capitalization has plummeted to 

$34 million. That's $16 million below the threshold required to stay on the "big 

board." Now, MLEtP has 45 days to prove it can turn things around in the next 18 

months, or membership in the NYSE club will be added to the growing list of things 

the company has lost.... "[W]e already legalized medical marijuana, so we should 

allow the counties to [regulate] the dispensaries," Senator Kalani English told The 
Maui News this week. He was talking about a bill he plans to introduce during the 

upcoming legislative session that would lay the foundation for Hawaii's voter-

approved medical pot law to actually, you know, work. English is also planning to 

introduce a bill that would decriminalize possession of small amounts of 

marijuana, the first (but important) baby step toward legalization. Of course, as 

long as we've got a Governor who hides behind federal prohibition, it could be a 

moot point.... 

LOCAL 

1 of 3 	 1/21/2010 3:14 PM 
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Speaking of our illustrious leader: At a public forum on Oahu this week, she said 

comparing the Honolulu rail project to the Superferry is "silly and has no basis in 

reality." Well, they're both large, expensive transportation ventures that required 

detailed Environmental Impact Statements. Or not, if you believe Lingle: "There 

was never a requirement for an EIS for the Superferry until it was challenged and 

went to the state Supreme Court." That's technically true, except for the "never" 

part. You remember Act 2, the special law passed by the legislature and signed by 

Lingle that allowed the Superferry to run without a completed EIS? No? Well, 

apparently neither does Lingle, because she also said the Superferry "did not use 

one dollar of public funding." As Brad Parsons points out over at the Unofficial 

Hawaii Superferry Blog (hisuperferry.blogspot.com ), convening a special session 

to pass Act 2 required public funding, as did barge repairs and tug service in 

Kahului harbor and Department of Land and Natural Resources inspections, not to 

mention all the ongoing legal fees. In the end, after the spin has been stripped 

away, Lingle's argument is simple (and, to use her own words, has no basis in 

reality): it was OK—and necessary—to push the Superferry through without an EIS, 

but the rail needs to be deliberately and completely considered.... Last week, I told 

you that the Honolulu City Council was mulling a bill that would make it possible 

to name a park after President Obama (and, I guess, all the other "President[s] of 

the United States born in Hawaii"). Well, they considered it and decided: not yet. 

Quoted in a Pacific Business News report, Councilman Charles Djou (who's running 

as a Republican to fill Rep. Neil Abercrombie's soon-to-be-vacant seat) said he'd 

support "eventually renaming an appropriate facility after Barack Obama," but 

added, we should at least wait until after he leaves the presidency."... As 

evidenced by the hundreds of church-organized demonstrators who gathered in 

Wailuku (and across the state) to oppose civil unions this week, that scalding hot 

button will play a key role in the coming gubernatorial election. If the issue 

matters to you one way or the other, here's where the leading candidates stand: 

Abercrombie supports civil unions; Lt. Gov. Duke Aiona and Mayor Mufi 

Hannemann (who stayed quiet on the issue for a while) don't. Joining Aiona at a 

rally on Oahu, Hannemann came all the way out of the closet, reportedly telling the 

crowd he believes in the sanctity of marriage between a man and a woman." As 

with all people who make that claim, he failed to adequately (or, for that matter, 

inadequately) explain how extending marriage rights to same-sex couples 

threatens that sanctity.... 

NOT LOCAL 

There's bad press, there's insanely bad press and then there's this: As the chaos 

and suffering in Haiti deepen, Florida-based Royal Caribbean Cruises has decided 

to go ahead and dock its ships there anyway. As first reported in London's The 
Guardian, less than 100 miles from the earthquake's epicenter, cruise-goers are 

living large on a private beach "enjoy[ing] jetski rides, parasailing and rum 

cocktails delivered to their hammocks." In a statement posted on the company's 

Web Site, CEO Adam Goldstein said Royal is "making a very valuable contribution 

to the relief effort by offloading supplies" and "generating economic activity for 

the straw market vendors, the hair-braiders and our 230 employees..." That's right, 

folks—they're doing it for the hair- braiders. Who says there's no such thing as 

corporate compassion? - MauiTime, Jacob Shafer 
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Transit-oriented development could help pay for 
rail system 
By Frank Genacho 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 21, 2010 

The City & County of Honolulu presents transit-oriented development (TOD) as housing, retail and 
other facilities within a half-mile radius of a transit station. 

Benefits are obvious: Commuting workers walk to stations and leave cars at home; retailers gain 
consumers from the transit system; and students at some campuses will not have to worry about parking. 

Other than increased ridership, however, nothing directly benefits the transit system. 

There is another way to look at TOD, something done in other municipalities. San Francisco is a good 
example, with its Transbay Tower TOD in the Embarcadero area aimed at supporting the city's transit 
system. Plans call for a central tower and high-rises, with derived income directed toward building a rail 
system extension. Such income on Oahu would go into the general fund. It is unlikely that revenue 
changes would occur for existing developments, but every new TOD should be undertaken with a goal 
of diverting some percentage of income into the city's special fund for transit. This would be especially 
important for later transit operations and expansion. The state already takes 10 percent of that fund. 
Relying on the state or City Council to provide future transit funding would be risky. 

According to the city, funds from the 16-year surcharge on the general excise tax and federal sources 
will be enough to buy the trains and build the 20-mile guideway for the minimum operable segment 
(MO S) and the maintenance and storage facility. In the draft environmental impact statement, however, 
there is no funding plan for extending the system to the University of Hawaii-Manoa, to West Kapolei, 
and into Waikiki. Fare revenues would not cover system operations and maintenance; to maintain 
ridership, fares would have to be subsidized, as they are for TheBus. Many have criticized starting the 
system on the Ewa Plain. What if the first two planned transit stations were examples for revenue 
generation, the price for placing West Oahu first? 

The first station would be a focal point for the Kroc Community Center, as well as a huge shopping 
center and housing built by the state Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. The latter two projects 
would benefit financially from rail, so a predetermined percentage of their revenue should subsidize 
transit. The second station would be between the UH-West Oahu campus and the proposed Ho'opili 
development. Some state land west of the station and D.R. Horton-Schuler land on the east could be 
designated as a TOD area. A similar arrangement there could subsidize transit as well as UH-West Oahu 
operations. 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Transit-oriented+developme.. . 1/21/2010 
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Applying TOD-generated funds to the locally preferred alternative could produce a future financial plan 
much sooner, possibly enabling continuation of rail construction jobs. This would provide earlier 
connection to UH-Manoa, boosting rail ridership; rapid development of Kalaeloa (from the West 
Kapolei extension), with new TODs along the route; and a Waikiki link benefiting both residents and 
retailers. TOD funds could help subsidize operating and maintenance costs, perhaps avoiding extension 
of the general excise tax surcharge. Funds realized from ridership increases also could be banked for a 
future extension to Central Oahu. 

Discussions of high-rise development on the Ewa Plain brought outrage from community leaders at a 
meeting of the Ho'opili Task Force, which was formed by D.R. Horton-Schuler to get community input 
for the development. One wonders: Why worry about an area with no scenic views, particularly when 
there has been no criticism of high-rises sprouting at Ko Olina that actually block ocean views? The up-
rather-than-out compromise suggested previously for Ho'opili would give the developer a similar 
number of housing units while also preserving a considerable amount of acreage for agriculture. This 
compromise may not satisfy activists on both sides of the land dispute -- or involved developers -- but 
could make Kapolei a city with a real center that attracts both residents and visitors. 

Frank Genadio is a member of the Ho'opili Task Force, formed by D.R. Horton-Schuler. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/201001212ransit  oriented_development_could_help_pay_for rail_system.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Elevated rail called good as 'gold' 
City cites speed, safety, reliability as main reasons for above-street-level train 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

City officials yesterday held their second news conference this week in support of building an all-
elevated commuter rail line in Honolulu. 

Yesterday's news conference and a similar one on Sunday were part of the city's push to rebut claims 
that a partially at-grade, or street level, train is a more affordable and effective alternative to an 
entirely elevated rail. The at-grade option was highlighted at a forum hosted by Gov. Linda Lingle on 
Monday. 

An elevated train may cost more, but would run faster, more reliably and safely than street-level 
trains, William Millar, president of the American Public Transportation Association, said at yesterday's 
news conference. An elevated train would have less interference with roadway traffic and generate 
greater ridership, Millar said. 

"A grade-separated right-of-way such as what you have proposed here is the gold standard," Millar 
said. "It is a sealed right-of-way. A sealed right-of-way is the safest right-of-way that you can have. It 
has the least interference from any other conflict ." 

Millar is in Honolulu for the public transportation lobbying group's annual business meeting, which is 
being held at the Ihilani Resort and Spa at Ko Olina. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann, who's in Washington, D.C., this week, supports building a 20.5-mile 
elevated commuter train from East Kapolei to Ala Moana for a projected price of $5.3 billion. 

On Monday, the American Institute of Architects Hawaii chapter, speaking at the Lingle forum, urged 
the city to consider a cheaper, street-level rail line for portions of the route. The group said building 10 
miles of the track at street level would save the city an estimated $1.8 billion. 

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka yesterday said he was "frustrated" with a small group of 
architects that propose building street-level rail. 

That debate was settled by a 2005 City Council vote for an elevated train, he said. Yoshioka also 
questioned the transit expertise of architects advocating for at-grade rail. 

Experts cited 

"While I have great respect for architects ... we have a group of architects that clearly are not transit 
professionals — they've not ever built a transit system," Yoshioka said. "We have a line of exceptional 
professionals who have tremendous years of experience in transit. These are the experts." 

"It seems that people are giving credence to an alternative brought up by this group of architects who 
have no transit experience." 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100122/NEWS09/1220345/Elevated-rai.. . 1/22/2010 
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During Monday's forum, Lingle said Honolulu should consider adjustments to the planned rail project 
to save money and avoid putting more burden on taxpayers in a down economy. The city already has 
proposed diverting more than $300 million in federal funds for buses to help pay for the train system if 
tax revenues fall short of what is needed. The city said the possible use of federal bus funds would 
not compromise bus service. 

The AIA along with transportation consultant Phil Craig contended Monday that a train that runs at 
street-level in East Kapolei and Downtown Honolulu would be cheaper, which would allow the city to 
extend rail service to the University of Hawaii-Manoa and Waikiki. 

The trains, which would run along city streets, would run at slower average speeds, but still provide 
enough capacity to meet city needs, according to the AIA. Street-level trains also would have less 
impact on the city's scenery, the group said. 

Objection to delay 

Reconsidering a street-level alternative for Honolulu's planned elevated commuter rail line would 
delay the start of the project by only six months, according to the AIA. City officials said a review of 
street -level rail now would take far longer and likely would kill the project. 

Construction on the elevated rail line from East Kapolei to Ala Moana was to have begun in 
December but has been delayed as the city gathers approvals from state and federal agencies. 

The issue of whether the city adequately considered street-level rail and other alternatives including 
managed highway lanes ultimately is expected to be the subject of a lawsuit filed by opponents of the 
project. The city eliminated a street-level, or at-grade, light rail system from consideration before 
conducting a key environmental impact study. 

Instead, the options explored included an all-elevated train, managed highways and a bigger bus 
system. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100122/NEWS09/1220345/Elevated-rai.. . 1/22/2010 
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New-car sales plunge in Hawaii 
By Greg Wiles 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Hawaii new-car sales fell to their second-lowest level in 40 years in 2009, but dealers hope that the 
market slide may have reached bottom. 

Figures provided by the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association show 33,639 vehicles were sold last 
year in the Islands as sales of new cars and light trucks shrank by one-fifth compared with the year 
before. 

Dave Rolf, association executive director, said he was told by the group's research firm that only one 
year had a lower total in the past four decades. He said he did not have the exact year and number 
available yesterday. 

"It's still a precipitous drop from the year before," said Rolf, noting that Hawai'i's car market has been 
in decline for four consecutive years. The 2009 total was less than half the 70,268 sold in 2005. 

The auto industry has been hit hard by the national and local economic downturn, with local dealers 
shedding about 1,000 employees out of the 5,000 they started 2009 with, Rolf said. The year was 
marked by ups and downs, with General Motors and Chrysler filing for bankruptcy while the Cash for 
Clunkers program provided a temporary sales boost. 

Locally, Island Chevrolet shut down on the Big Island, leaving Hawaii County without a General 
Motors dealership. The sales decline here tracked the drop in car and light truck purchases nationally, 
which were off 22 percent. 

Rolf said the industry is still cautious about this year given recent salary cuts, state government 
worker furloughs and the upcoming jump in unemployment payroll taxes for employers. 

"The first quarter will still be brutal," he said. "Then I think well start to see a slow climb out of that 
hole." 

Figures from Auto Outlook Inc., a Pennsylvania firm hired to produce research and forecasts for the 
local dealer group, show there was a slight increase in sales here during the fourth quarter. 

Its data show the number sold rose to 7,896 vehicles, or 87 more compared with the same 2008 
period. 

Auto Outlook is projecting sales will rise by 9.7 percent this year to 36,900. The firm said there is 
enormous pent-up demand for new cars and trucks and that new-car affordability is strong. 

However, the forecast is lower than what Auto Outlook projected three months ago, when it said the 
2010 sales were forecast to rise 12.9 percent in Hawaii. 

Rolf said his dealers are more conservative and are only projecting a 3 percent increase in sales this 
year. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100122/NEWS01/1220368New-car-sal.. . 1/22/2010 
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Even if dealers are successful in achieving the latest Auto Outlook forecast, the number of sales will 
be below 2008s depressed levels. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100122/NEWS01/1220368New-car-sal.. . 1/22/2010 
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Group concerned Honolulu rail project could harm bus service 

The Faith Action for Community Equity group said it is traveling to Washington, D.C. next week 
because of concerns Honolulu's rail project could siphon off money from the city's bus system. 

FACE, which said it supports rail, said it is working with groups around the country to pass an 
amendment to a jobs bill in Congress allowing cities to use up to 10 percent of their federal funds to 
subsidize existing systems. 
FACE leaders will join interfaith leaders from 20 other urban areas at the Transportation Equity 
Network's annual meeting in Washington, D.C. They will be asking Congressional and administration 
officials for help in closing the gap in Hawaii's rail plan. 
The city is proposing diverting $300 million from TheBus to pay for a planned $5.3 billion train. 
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Sales bump expected in car sales 
Hawaii dealers predict a 3 percent increase, although anticipation nationwide runs higher 

By Erika Engle 

Hawaii auto dealers can expect better sales in the coming year, but whether the increase will be 
robust or barely discernible depends on the source of the projection. 

Pennsylvania-based Auto Outlook Inc. believes new-vehicle sales will rise by 9.7 percent to 
36,900 from last year's 33,639, based on its review of major factors influencing new-vehicle 
purchases over the next 12 months. 

A 3 percent increase is projected by the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association, however. 

The Hawaii association's projection factors in "all the developments here with furloughs and the 
cutbacks," said Dave Rolf, HADA executive director. 

"Our own dealers have cut back from 5,000 (employees) to 4,000 in a single year." 

Dealers believe that sales have finally bottomed out, but there might be some "bumping along 
the bottom (while they are) trying to get some momentum," Rolf said. 

Hawaii's 28 dealer-principals own 60 dealerships offering 135 franchises, including dealerships 
that sell multiple makes of vehicles. 

The 3 percent bump would translate to about 1,000 more cars than were sold in 2009. "Those 
additional 83 vehicles a month we anticipate for 2010 is not even one vehicle per franchise," he 
said. 

New-vehicle sales hit a record of 70,268 in 2005 but have dropped 4.3 percent, 14.4 percent, 
25.6 percent and 21.4 percent in successive years. 

Last year's Cash for Clunkers federal vehicle purchase stimulus program "helped at a very 
difficult time," Rolf said. "It kind of rescued everybody and rejuvenated the industry," but once 
the program ended there was little "glow" and sales fell off quickly. 

AR00080091 



"Dealers need to rehire, they want to rehire, but the sales projections are not enough to allow 
them to hire like they'd like to," Rolf said. 

In the current retail market "where the entire auto industry has been challenged, there's quite a 
bit of cost-shifting onto dealers from manufacturers, so dealers have to absorb more of the cost 
of selling vehicles." 

A looming tenfold payroll tax increase could mean an additional one to two job cuts per 
dealership, said Rolf, after polling some HADA members at yesterday's Dealer Day at the state 
Legislature. 

"Hawaii really needs to empower the private sector to be able to rehire (workers), and that's 
what's facing everybody in a very challenging session," Rolf said. 

The first half of the year will see a 14.5 percent jump in sales, while the rise in the second half 
will be smaller, at 5.1 percent, according to the Hawaii Auto Outlook report. 

The more optimistic Pennsylvania study says pent-up demand for new vehicles is at record 
levels. It also cited a rebound in economic growth in the second half of last year as well as the 
strong affordability of new vehicles as factors in its projection. 

Hawaii auto dealers can expect better sales in the coming year, but whether the increase will be 
robust or barely discernible depends on the source of the projection. 

Pennsylvania-based Auto Outlook Inc. believes new-vehicle sales will rise by 9.7 percent to 
36,900 from last year's 33,639, based on its review of major factors influencing new-vehicle 
purchases over the next 12 months. 

A 3 percent increase is projected by the Hawaii Automobile Dealers Association, however. 

The Hawaii association's projection factors in "all the developments here with furloughs and the 
cutbacks," said Dave Rolf, HADA executive director. 

"Our own dealers have cut back from 5,000 (employees) to 4,000 in a single year." 

Dealers believe that sales have finally bottomed out, but there might be some "bumping along 
the bottom (while they are) trying to get some momentum," Rolf said. 

Hawaii's 28 dealer-principals own 60 dealerships offering 135 franchises, including dealerships 
that sell multiple makes of vehicles. 

The 3 percent bump would translate to about 1,000 more cars than were sold in 2009. "Those 
additional 83 vehicles a month we anticipate for 2010 is not even one vehicle per franchise," he 
said. 

New-vehicle sales hit a record of 70,268 in 2005 but have dropped 4.3 percent, 14.4 percent, 
25.6 percent and 21.4 percent in successive years. 
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Last year's Cash for Clunkers federal vehicle purchase stimulus program "helped at a very 
difficult time," Rolf said. "It kind of rescued everybody and rejuvenated the industry," but once 
the program ended there was little "glow" and sales fell off quickly. 

"Dealers need to rehire, they want to rehire, but the sales projections are not enough to allow 
them to hire like they'd like to," Rolf said. 

In the current retail market "where the entire auto industry has been challenged, there's quite a 
bit of cost-shifting onto dealers from manufacturers, so dealers have to absorb more of the cost 
of selling vehicles." 

A looming tenfold payroll tax increase could mean an additional one to two job cuts per 
dealership, said Rolf, after polling some HADA members at yesterday's Dealer Day at the state 
Legislature. 

"Hawaii really needs to empower the private sector to be able to rehire (workers), and that's 
what's facing everybody in a very challenging session," Rolf said. 

The first half of the year will see a 14.5 percent jump in sales, while the rise in the second half 
will be smaller, at 5.1 percent, according to the Hawaii Auto Outlook report. 

The more optimistic Pennsylvania study says pent-up demand for new vehicles is at record 
levels. It also cited a rebound in economic growth in the second half of last year as well as the 
strong affordability of new vehicles as factors in its projection. 
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Transportation advocate backs Honolulu rail 

By Associated Press 

HONOLULU (AP) — The head of a national transportation 
advocacy group is pushing for Honolulu to start its planned 
$5.4 billion commuter rail project and to resist alternatives 
that would delay it. 

American Public Transportation Association President Bill 
Millar said Thursday that Honolulu's 20-mile elevated rail 
system would be faster and carry more people than a 
ground-level train. 

Millar says delays in the project could cause Honolulu to lose 
more than $1 billion in federal funding. 

He appeared at Honolulu City Hall to respond to claims by 
the Hawaii chapter of the American Institute of Architects 
that building half the system at ground level would save 
money and preserve the skyline. 

Millar is in Hawaii for the annual planning meeting of his 
group's business council. 

(Copyright 2010 Associated Press. All rights reserved) 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

At-grade systems prone to accidents 
Light-rail systems, on grade, kill people. The at-grade systems have one of the worst accident rates of 
any transit mode (per Federal Transit Administration). 

A light-rail car is heavier and stronger than a subway car because they are engineered and designed to 
try to withstand the known and anticipated traffic accidents that they are continually subject to. 

Taxpayers are currently paying millions of dollars in lawsuit settlements from on-grade light-rail accidents. 

Principally because of this terrible safety record and bad on-time arrival schedules, your duly authorized 
professional officials have correctly planned to install a reliable, on-time system above grade, with no 
same-level crossovers. The results? No accidents. How many lives could be saved? Maybe your own life! 

The compatibility of train stations, buses, cars and bike parking/locker areas and interaction with 
bikeways, hikers and pedestrians under the raised rail system is very important. 

Who in Hawaii has become more knowledgeable than the professional transit persons? We respect our 
leaders when they use expert advisers in/out their offices. Hopefully we do not vote for them when they 
bow to detrimental political pressure. 

GLENN P. CHAPMAN I Honolulu 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Public needs visuals of impact on views 
It makes no sense to add more visual clutter between the mountains and the sea. We are, after all, an 
island heavily dependent on spending by visitors who come to enjoy Hawaii's natural beauty. 

In the 1960s, San Francisco residents didn't anticipate the visual impact of the long-planned, elevated 
Embarcadero Freeway until it was under construction and starting to block their waterfront views. 

Their partially built freeway stayed there, unfinished, going nowhere until 1991 when San Franciscans 
finally spent millions more to have it torn down. 

Computer models and projections were not available to San Francisco citizens at that time, so the 
residents could not see what the visual impact would be. Today's technology could show us how elevated 
rail will impact views — if only the planners and promoters would share them with the public. How can we 
accept and agree to pay for something we can't see or visualize? Our rail stations are already being 
designed, and the public is left in the dark. 

DUANE AND SARAH PREBLE I Manoa 
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January 23, 2010 

Honolulu sales-tax surcharge for rail has brought in $510M so 
far 
By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

A state tax to pay for Honolulu's planned elevated commuter train raised $510 million during its first 
three years. 

The amount equates to an average cost of $1,523 per Oahu household. However, that figure 
includes money spent by visitors, who account for about 25 percent of the state's economic activity. 

The half-percentage point excise tax is the main funding source for Honolulu's rail project. It raised 
$179.2 million last year, which was down about 2 percent from the prior year, according to the state 
Department of Taxation. 

While the revenue generated is less than originally forecast, it should still be enough to pay for the 
planned train's inflation-adjusted price of about $5.3 billion, according to the city. 

Overall, the city expects to raise an inflation-adjusted $3.52 billion before the tax sunsets in 2022. The 
city expects the federal government to contribute another $1.55 billion to help build the 20-mile 
project from East Kapolei to Ala Moana. The city also plans to divert about $300 million in federal 
money intended for TheBus to help pay for the rail. 

City officials estimate the tax surcharge adds about $365 to household bills, or $1 a day. The 
nonprofit Tax Foundation of Hawaii estimates the average household cost at about $450 annually. 

Construction on the train was supposed to start last month, but has been delayed by an ongoing 
review by federal agencies. 

During December, net transit tax collections hit $15 million, which was up 27 percent from December 
2008. Collections have rebounded sharply in recent months after falling when the economy slowed 
last year. Through the first six months of fiscal year 2010, which began in July, collections were 
essentially flat, with the prior-year period at $80 million. 

That puts the city on track to raise a revised transit tax target of $164 million during fiscal 2010. 

The city had initially projected raising $198 million during the current fiscal year; however, that 
forecast was reduced last year when a slowing economy took a toll on transit tax collections. 

Both the state and Federal Transit Administration have raised concerns about whether the city can 
afford the train. 

However, Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann, who was in Washington, D.C., this week, said federal 
officials continue to work with the city on revised financial plans. 

The bottom line is that the FTA and the DOT (U.S. Department of Transportation ) see nothing at this 
point to stop our project from continuing to go forward," Hannemann said in a statement from 
Washington. The FTA and DOT are committed to continue working with the city to help make rail 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100123/NEWS09/1230330/Honolulu-s.. . 1/23/2010 
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transit a reality for Honolulu." 

According to a revised financial plan, the city expects to offset lower-than-anticipated transit tax 
revenues by relying on increased federal funding and by diverting $305 million in federal money 
intended for TheBus. City officials also hope that lower tax revenues will be partially offset by lower 
construction costs. 

The state and city of Honolulu started raising money for the project in January 2007 in the form of an 
increase in the state's general excise tax on Oahu from a maximum of 4.166 percent to 4.712 
percent. During its first year, 2007, the tax raised $148.5 million, followed by $182.3 million in 2008 
and $179.2 million last year. 

Those figures are the total amount collected by the state. The state then took a 10 percent 
administrative fee, which left the city with a net $459 million during the first three years. 

Lowell Kalapa, president of the nonprofit Tax Foundation of Hawaii, said the transit tax likely will be a 
target of some state lawmakers seeking to balance the state's budget. Other alternatives being 
considered include the state retaining the county's portion of tourism accommodation taxes and 
raising excise taxes. 

Last year, the Legislature considered but rejected a proposal to extend the transit tax by two years, 
but temporarily redirect transit taxes to the state. Hannemann opposed such a move, saying it would 
send the wrong signal to federal officials and could jeopardize the project. 

That proposal could be revived, particularly if the transit project appears to be bogged down. 

"If they're not getting under way, then maybe that might be a good use for the surcharge ," Kalapa 
said. 

"This is a dicey situation. How sincere were (lawmakers) really about this?" Kalapa asked. "When 
things were hunky dory, they said, 'Oh yeah, we can give you that.' 

"But things aren't so hunky dory." 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100123/NEWS09/1230330/Honolulu-s.. . 1/23/2010 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Build the elevated system or nothing 

Good grief! Enough with the at-grade rail rhetoric already. This recent attempt by the 

Lingle administration and others to subvert the rail project by calling for another costly 

series of public forums is ridiculous. There have already been dozens of public forums. 

Has anyone given any thought to what at-grade rail would mean in a congested city? 

Buses pull into the curb when picking up passengers and traffic flows around it. Rail 

cannot so all following traffic will stop dead. When an at-grade train is in an accident, 

and there will be accidents, traffic will stop dead, again. Trains will back up for miles 

until the accident is cleared. Power failures will result in the same gridlock. 

Bottom line? Build the rail people voted for and give up this misguided attempt to cloud 

the issue. If you don't build the elevated system then don't bother building anything at 

all. Just order more buses, create more traffic on the roads and think about how you will 

return the GET money to the taxpayers that the city collected to build a rail system. 

Robert Windisch 
Ewa Beach 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Saturday, January 23, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 23, 2010 

Lingle playing games with rail 

The governor's comments about rail -- the plan costs too much, the city failed to examine 
alternatives, and elevated tracks would be ugly ("Lingle calls city's rail plan costly, elevated 
tracks ugly," Star-Bulletin, Jan. 9) -- has to be the most irresponsible comments from the 
governor in her eight years in office. 

Instead of taking care of the people of the state, she continues to play games with their lives, 
productivity and quality of life. She has ignored the roads and their maintenance, the social 
services of the people in the state, the education of the students and now the citizens' ability to 
transport themselves to work. 

To say that the city needs to build rail at ground level means she still thinks she lives on the 
mainland with endless resources of land at her disposal. What a joke. 

Carolyn Martinez Golojuch 

Makakilo 
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January 24, 2010 

Elevated system best deal for taxpayers 

The question is not whether a street-level rail system works for Barcelona; its whether such a system 
will work for Honolulu. On that score, the arguments for an at-grade train come up less than 
convincing. 

Members of the Hawaii chapter of the American Institute of Architects want the city to replace its 
proposed all-elevated rail system for one that runs at least partially at-grade in the urban Honolulu 
corridor. They argue that such a system is less expensive, easily expandable and more convenient 
for riders than an elevated one, assertions based on a single privately commissioned study. They 
also say that the changes could be made in about six months. Transit officials say no way — we'd 
start from square one and risk losing our place in line for precious federal funds. 

Yet Gov. Linda Lingle, impressed by their ideas, sponsored an AIA forum to promote those ideas on 
Monday. 

But neither Lingle nor the AIA have adequately countered the city's serious and compelling objections 
to an at-grade system. Here's why: 

• Less expensive and easily expandable? That's debatable. An oft-mentioned figure is $70 million per 
mile for Phoenix's at-grade system, as compared to Honolulu's estimated $270 million for the 
elevated system. But given Honolulu's limited space and generally higher construction costs, its 
unlikely the gap would be nearly that wide. Additionally, the elevated-rail estimate includes a 30 to 35 
percent contingency rolled into the total cost, so the per-mile costs are likely to be lower. The city's 
experts also point out that to install at-grade train tracks on Honolulu's busy thoroughfares would 
require digging trenches up to 14 feet wide and 2 to 4 feet deep for the entire length of the rail 
corridor. Underground utility lines and iwi would need to be carefully handled and relocated. Its 
reasonable to conclude that this will drive up costs beyond $70 million per mile and take far longer 
than the AIA predicts. 

An elevated system using 8-foot-wide pillars set 120 feet apart has a smaller footprint and more 
flexible installation, avoiding many of these problems. 

• More convenient for riders? Its hard to see why. A train traveling down a busy street like Kapi'olani 
Boulevard would have plenty of company: Cars funneled into fewer lanes, conflicts with cross-street 
traffic and pedestrians, traffic lights, vehicles coming out of driveways and parking lots along the 
route. Running a train under these conditions would mean slower service, smaller cars carrying fewer 
passengers and a timetable at the mercy of street traffic. Its also a hazard: The Phoenix system 
logged 52 crashes last year, nearly half of them downtown. 

• Only six months to convert to at-grade? Sounds like wishful thinking. The city argues, credibly, that 
just about every major feature of the system would change — ridership projections, environmental 
impacts, technology, routes, cost estimates — and thus require another multi-year trip through the 
federal review process. That could kill a rail system for Oahu outright. Not even Lingle or the AIA 
members say they want that. 

There's no question that an elevated rail, with a separated guideway, will do what a rail transit system 
is supposed to do: move large numbers of people efficiently and reliably, without exacerbating the 
very problem its supposed to mitigate — traffic congestion. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100124/OPINION01/1240322/Elevated.. . 1/24/2010 
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If were going to spend billions of dollars on a rail system to handle O'ahu's long-term transit needs, 
we should at least buy one that's going to work. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100124/OPINION01/1240322/Elevated.. . 1/24/2010 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Mayor has followed rules all the way 

It seems fruitless to counter yet another Dave Shapiro broadside against Mayor Hannemann, 
particularly since he seems unwilling to do any research or examine the issues thoroughly — but 
I'll try. 

His Jan. 20 essay was typical: exaggeration, personal invective against the mayor, ignorance of 
the facts, ad nauseum. 

Yes, Mayor Hannemann plays tough, but that's what we expect of our leaders. And while he 
plays hard, he follows the rules. We would not have come this far in the process without following 
all the rules and taking into account all the concerns raised. I emphasize the word "process," 
because the mayor has insisted that we dot the is and cross the Vs every step of the way. 

Shapiro really should be focusing on Gov. Lingle, who (a) reversed course on a rail project she 
first proposed in 2003, (b) flip-flopped on the tax surcharge to fund rail, (c) is going against a 
majority vote by the electorate in favor of a rail project — after calling for that very referendum, 
and (d) raising objections to a system at the 11th hour instead of getting involved from the 
beginning. 

If there's anyone whose motives and actions should be called into question, its the governor. 

KIRK CALDWELL I Managing director, City and County of Honolulu 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Mode that alleviates most traffic is best 

Street-level rail, why bother? 

I read with much concern the article on the front page of The Advertiser, Jan. 19, "Architects urge 
rail change." If we are going to spend the money on a rail system, it should be one that alleviates 
the most traffic. 

Building a rail system at ground level takes away already packed lanes of traffic and is a slower 
system. The result is less ridership, more traffic and added expense to an already expensive rail 
system. Any savings realized by changing the system to a street-level train would most likely be 
eaten up by the increased cost of delaying construction. If the state is concerned about the cost, 
then they should stop the delays and allow the city to get on with the project as proposed. 

As far as aesthetics are concerned, a train is a train whether one looks at it at ground level or 
elevated. I personally think the elevated version looks more modern and less obtrusive. 

MICHAEL C. SOUCIE I  Makakilo 

AR00080104 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Street-level capacity offers flexibility 

As a former resident of the San Francisco Bay Area and employee of BART, the regional rail 
system, I am a big proponent of rail here and believe it would be good for Honolulu's future. 

But let's learn from San Francisco. They had an ugly freeway running along their waterfront, and 
once people saw how big and ugly it was, many wanted to get rid of it. Only the Loma Prieta 
earthquake allowed them to remove the damaged freeway. In its place, a ground-level streetcar 
system was built, beautifying the waterfront, increasing the city's image and providing transit 
flexibility. 

Let's not make the same mistake of building something that only after it is built will people see 
what an eyesore it is and not be able to get rid of it. We need the flexibility of a rail system that 
has street-level capability. And don't let that ugly overhead structure go into Waikiki, which is sure 
to destroy its image. A street-level system there would work fine. A street-level system will also 
have the future capability to grow into our outlying neighborhoods. 

That has been the story wherever rail has been built; extensions are demanded by the people. 

JOHN POST I Honolulu 
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Perfect ditty for mayor's train 
By Lee Cataluna 

Its not on YouTube yet, but I'm hoping... hoping... 

Seems like in the last week, everybody in America has done a version of the insanely catchy rap 
song by Larry Platt called "Pants on the Ground." Who would think a 63-year-old auditioning for 
American Idol with a song scolding rappers about pulling up their drawers could become such a 
sensation? 

If you search "Pants on the Ground" on YouTube, there are more than 8,000 remixes, covers and 
parodies. But nothing from Mayor Mufi Hannemann. Yet. And its all teed up for him, too: 

Train on the ground 

Train on the ground 

Lookin like a fool with your train on the ground 

Get it up! 

He can add that to his transit music mix along with "The Loco-Motion" and "Love Train." 

Gov. Linda Lingle's informational meeting on rail this week seemed like a political move more than 
anything else: a "lets mess with Mufi" party rather than "we should consider all the options" session, 
especially since the process is way past considering those kinds of basic questions. The decision 
between street-level or elevated rail was made nearly five years ago by a City Council vote. Pau 
already. The decision whether to pursue rail at all was made by voters already. Pau. Lets move 
forward. Sitting in traffic near the Sears distribution center with bladders bursting and gas gauges on 
E is taking years off good people's lives. 

A street-level rail system would be cheaper to build, but who wants to ride a cheap train? And the first 
time there's an accident where a kid on a bike or a family in a car gets whacked by a train on ground-
level tracks, the community will cry out, "Why, oh why didn't we build elevated tracks!" 

Hannemann needs Lingle to sign off on the environmental impact statement before construction of 
the rail project can start, but even if she holds it up or refuses to approve, its just a temporary setback 
for him and for the project. She'll be out of office by the end of the year. Hannemann can use her 
decision either way in his anticipated campaign for governor. If she approves and the rail project 
breaks ground, that's an accomplishment he can crow about, saying he's the can-do guy Hawaii 
needs. If she refuses to approve the EIS, Hannemann can say, "and that's why Hawaii needs a get-
er-done guy like me as governor!" 

Regardless, you can bet Hannemann won't be able to resist singing that irresistible Larry Platt song. 
Wait for it. Keep trolling YouTube. And if were really lucky, Kirk Caldwell will make a cameo as his 
back-up dancer. Hoping hoping 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100124/COLUMNISTS02/1240353/Per.. . 1/24/2010 
AR00080106 



Er  PRINTTHIS StariWulletin 
Click to Print 

 

SAVE THIS  I  EMAIL THIS  I  Close  

   

Letters to the Editor 
For Sunday, January 24, 2010 

Elevated rail safer for at-grade traffic 

No one likes to be told they do not know how to cross a street, but the lines painted on 
the road as a crosswalk do not create a magic barrier to prevent traffic from hitting a 
pedestrian. People still need to watch the traffic while in the street, whether in a 
crosswalk or not. Now they want to make the rail project at street level instead of 
elevated. Haven't they been watching the news? Drivers go around the barriers of 
flashing lights and get killed because they think they can make it. Elevated should at least 
eliminate the danger of stupidity. 

Donald Buote 
Hawaii Kai 
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Stretch of H-1 is nation's 2nd-worst 
Only California highway has worse congestion at peak hours, study says 

By Eloise Aguiar 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

A national 2009 study has ranked Honolulu's H-1 east-bound freeway between South Vineyard 
Boulevard and Ward Avenue as the second worst in the nation when it comes to travel time at peak 
hours. 

It was No. 1 in 2008, but lost that distinction to Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana. 

The National Traffic Scorecard study by INRIX, a leading provider of traffic information nationwide, 
covers the first half of 2009. It also said that H-1 — or Lunalilo Freeway — is the 38th most congested 
roadway across the United States. But when you combine all the factors, that stretch of freeway ranks 
43rd in the nation for the first part of last year. 

Honolulu residents don't need a study to know the problems on that stretch of road. 

"It's been like that for a long time," said Scotty Anderson, who commutes from Wai'alae to Kalihi 
every day. "I've stopped using that freeway to go home. I absolutely avoid it, especially when school 
is in session." 

The problem, said Anderson, chairman of the Waralae-Kahala Neighborhood Board, is the on-ramps 
and off-ramps that sometimes force traffic to come to a complete stop when drivers want to move on 
or off the freeway. 

Once drivers make it past Punahou Street, the problem is gone, he said. 

The state Department of Transportation is well aware of the problem, said Tammy Mori, DOT 
spokeswoman. 

Traffic congestion affects the economy and quality of life and that's why the DOT is aggressively 
pursuing the Middle Street Merge Widening Project, an afternoon contraflow project on H-1 and 
education programs that stress ridesharing, taking the bus, walking and bicycle riding, Mori said. 

The DOT's $4.2 billion Highway Modernization Plan awaiting approval from the state Legislature will 
go a long way in relieving problems, she said. The plan would be funded by increases in fuel taxes, 
and vehicle rental surcharge and registration. 

"But these wouldn't take effect until the economy rebounds," Mori said. "There would have to be a 1 
percent job growth for two consecutive quarters." 

early efforts 

The state has initiated some changes on H-1 to improve traffic flow in the Makiki area for east-bound 
traffic and Robert Chuck said he appreciates the effort. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100125/NEWS01/1250319/Stretch-of-.. . 1/25/2010 
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Closing the on-ramps in Makiki has improved west-bound traffic all the way to 'Aina Haina where he 
lives, said Chuck, chairman of the Kuli'ou'ou-Kalani lki Neighborhood Board. 

"Now because of the budget cuts I hope they don't pull back," he said. 

INRIX calculates traffic congestion based on real-time traffic speeds obtained from GPS networks, 
including more than 1.5 million vehicles and mobile devices traveling the nation's roads, said Jim Bak, 
with INRIX. 

While the data are used to help people get around the country, it also is somewhat of an economic 
indicator, Bak said. 

As the economy tanked, fewer automobiles were on the road, indicating fewer people going to work 
and making fewer deliveries of products, he said. 

Since 2008 until last August, congestion throughout the nation has declined — possibly because of 
fuel prices, the economy and people traveling less, Bak said. 

"Now were starting to see, as the economy starts slowly to recover, things are starting to pick up 
again," he said. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100125/NEWS01/1250319/Stretch -of- .. . 1/25/2010 
AR00080109 



Law that sank Superferry could also halt rail transit - Hawaii News - Starbulletin.com 	Page 1 of 2 

Stor94;ulletin 
	

Er-gti PRINTTHIS 

Law that sank Superferry could also halt rail 
transit 
By Mark Niesse  /  Associated Press   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 25, 2010 

The same strict environmental law that sank Hawaii's island-hopping ferry service could also be used to 
derail Honolulu's mass transit train. 

Both the Hawaii Superferry and Honolulu's planned 20-mile commuter rail line had to comply with a 
state law requiring a broad study of how the projects could damage the islands' environment. 

Gov. Linda Lingle, who has the power to reject the environmental study, hosted a forum critical of the 
elevated-rail plan last week to highlight concerns about its $5.4 billion cost and the aesthetics of 
building a concrete strip across Honolulu's skyline view. 

"People might perceive it to be a problem with the law, but in my view it's a problem of applicants and 
agencies not doing it right in the first place," said Denise Antolini, director of the environmental law 
program at the University of Hawaii. 

While the environmental review law is the common thread connecting the ferry and rail, how it is used 
in each case is different. 

Courts ruled that Lingle's administration should have required an environmental impact statement for the 
Superferry before giving it the go-ahead, a decision that eventually resulted in the ferry company filing 
for bankruptcy last May. 

The rail project has gone through the environmental process, but its opponents argue that the review 
neglected consideration of its high cost and the possibility of street-level service. 

Lingle objects to the suggestion that the projects are similar. "This is a silly comparison with no basis in 
reality," Lingle said at the American Institute of Architects' forum last Monday. 

Rail backers disagree. 

The project could fail depending on Lingle's decision, which is what happened to the Superferry, said 
Honolulu Managing Director Kirk Caldwell. 

"She's playing a game of walking along the edge of a cliff, and the whole project could fall over it and 
die," Caldwell said. "It's the political decisions of the governor that would be to blame." 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Law+that+sank+Superferry.. . 1/25/2010 
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The rail system's environmental study is in the final stages of review by the Federal Transit 
Administration. It could reach Lingle in about two months, Caldwell said. 

The architects group believes a delay would not kill the project or jeopardize about $1.5 billion in 
expected federal funding. "We certainly need this level of environmental protection," said Honolulu 
architect Peter Vincent. 

The City Council voted in 2006 to build a fixed-guideway system following an analysis that examined 
elevated, street-level and subway options, said city Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka. That vote 
did not specify that the rail line had to be elevated. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.corninews/hawaiinews/20100125_law_that_sank  superferry_could_also_halt_rail_transit.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Monday, January 25, 2010 

Time has come to build rail 

"Never make the same mistake." The dream of a rail system is long overdue and traffic is 
just getting worse. Past administrations have tried to make this a reality but it was not the 
right time for such a bold endeavor. But the time has come for this dream to come to 
fruition. 

Honolulu is in dire need of an alternate means of transportation that will alleviate the 
ever-worsening traffic situation. With new technology in hand, fresh ideas, awareness of 
the environment and the need for job creation, this is the right time to build rail. Let's not 
make the same mistake again by doing nothing. 

Marisol Tacon 
Kaneohe 
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Letters to the Editor 

Rail Transit 

If it's 'now or never,' it should be never 

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka points imperially to a sign reading "It's now or never.” 
(Advertiser, Jan. 22) 

I told my budding daughter early on if a potential lover pressures her with "It's now or never," tell him its 
never. She has done well with that advice. We have now been pressured so much into an outdated, 
unsightly and unaffordable project that we should say now, "Please let it be never. Oh, please." 

And now that the real architectural experts have overwhelmingly spoken out against the blighting of our 
beautiful countryside and against the unrealistic cost of the proposed elevated railway, and now that the 
feds have expressed their reservations about the questionable financing, and now that we have a 
recession and need our hard-earned money for more immediate necessities, we should just scuttle the 
whole thing. Stop it dead in its tracks — for good. Write off the spent millions to bad judgment. We all 
make mistakes. 

GERHARD C. HAMM I Wai'alae lki 
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Mayor says federal EIS on Honolulu rail-transit project is 99% 
complete 

Mayor Hannemann held a press conference today on his recently completed trip to Washington, D.C., 
and said the federal environmental impact statement on the city's $5.3 billion rail transit project is 99 
percent done. 

A programmatic agreement needs to be finished. Concerns remain from the Navy and Federal Aviation 
Administration, Hannemann said. Neither are critical, he said. 

The mayor was asked if he intends to stay in office if the EIS is not completed even if its after July. 
"We'll just have to wait," he said. 

July 20 is the deadline for people to file nomination papers for 2010s fall elections and the mayor is 
expected to resign to run for governor. 

Hannemann criticized Gov. Linda Lingle, suggesting she's raising concerns about the EIS for political 
reasons. 

He said a legislatively mandated construction task force issued a report this week citing the $5.3 billion 
mass transit project as the main project that can be implemented to help bolster the economy. Lingle 
should have pointed that out in her State of the State address yesterday, he said. 

Hannemann also took a shot at Lt. Gov. James "Duke" Aiona for staying silent on the rail issue, 
pointing out that Aiona is a resident of Kapolei where traffic relief is most needed. 

Aiona said today he supports mass transit. 
"I have said from the very beginning that I support mass transit, however, concerns remain about the 
costs and the city's ability to fund the project." 
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Mayor Hannemann on Governor Lingle: "I believe she's anti-rail" 

Reported by: Ron Mizutani 
Email: rm izutanikhon2.com   
Last Update: 1/26 6:55 pm 

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann was highly critical of governor Lingle Tuesday 
saying she is anti-rail. 

Hannemann says the federal environmental impact statement on the city's rail 
transit project is near completion with only two hurdles remaining. The city is 
working with the Navy and the Federal Aviation Administration in regards to 
proposed stations at Pearl Harbor and the airport. 

"We're really really pleased that we didn't hear from the FTA or the Department of 
Transportation that the FEIS was at anyway near in jeopardy," said Hannemann. 
He says an administrative Draft EIS was given to the governor in December 2009. 

"That report which we have said is not going to change substantively from what the 
FEIS is going to report in the end has been on the governors desk," said 
Hannemann. 

A spokesman for the governor says she has not looked over the draft because by law she is only required to look over the 
final EIS, before giving her approval. 

Hannemann also questioned why Lingle did not include the proposed 5.3 billion dollar rail project in her final state of the 
state address Monday, even though it was listed as the top priority by the state construction industry task force. 

"Number one project, rail and she doesn't mention this in her state of the state doesn't mention rail at all. I don't understand 
that nothing that she said yesterday is shovel ready good to and is going to create jobs short-term," said Hannemann. 

When asked if he would still be in office if the EIS is not completed by July and perhaps pursue a run for the governors 
office he says well have to wait and see and added. 

"I think there's a case to be made that maybe there should be a change at the top because SuperFerry has been blown, 
educational system is in disarray now rail, the biggest hope for Honolulu that every mayor has chased for the last 40 years 
is going to go away," said Hannemann. "I believe she's anti-rail and meaning anti-rail meaning she's anti jobs, I'm sorry I call 
like it is because the evidence is compelling." 

Governor Lingle was unavailable for comment but a spokesman says despite what Hannemann says she still supports 
transit. 
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KITV.com  

Honolulu Mayor Calls Governor 'Anti-Rail' 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann Says Feds Support Project 

POSTED: 7:20 pm HST January 26, 2010 

UPDATED: 7:33 pm HST January 26, 2010 

HONOLULU -- Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann on Tuesday charged Gov. Linda Lingle is "anti-
rail." 

The mayor held a news conference to talk about his recent trip to Washington, but blasted the 
governor for questioning the project. He also said federal officials support the project. 

The mayor met with federal transportation officials and he said they support the rail system. The 
mayor said the environmental impact statement is nearly completed and doesn't have any "show 
stoppers." 

But Lingle questioned the funding of the project and whether it should be an elevated rail system. 
Hannemann had a lot to say to the governor. 

"You don't do these kinds of things and know the economy needs the jobs now and say, 'Well, I'm still 
pro transit.' You're either for it or you're against it and right now she's against it in my opinion," said 
Hannemann. 

The mayor said a state task force has come out in favor of the rail system and wonders why the 
governor is not fully behind the plan. 

"Why, when she has a history of supporting rail, when she needs jobs now and when she is the key 

person to allowing us to go forward -- why are you blocking this? Do you want to be remembered as 
the governor who New the Superfeny, threw our educational system in disarray and now throw away 
the best economic project this state has going for itself," said Hannemann. 

The governor's office said Tuesday afternoon Lingle continues to support the transit system but has 
concerns about the current plan and how to pay for it. 

Next up, federal officials will release the environmental impact statement and the governor will have a 
minimum of 30 days to approve it. 

Copyright 2010 by KITV.com  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 
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Navy and FAA questions linger on rail route 
Posted: Jan 26, 2010 7:24 PM HST 
Updated: Jan 26, 2010 8:17 PM HST 

By Tim Sakahara - bio I email  

HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - Time is money and 
changing the rail plan now would cost the city big-time. 
That's the mayor's message to critics as he pleads for 
patience on the still-unfinished environmental impact 
statement. 

Back from his trip in Washington DC Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann says the federal government is still backing 
the project and the financial plan. However he does wish 
the final environmental impact statement was finished 
sooner. 

He says final EIS is 99 percent done but there are two 
last issues involving the rail stations near the Honolulu 
International Airport and Pearl Harbor. The FAA is 
getting clarification on the runway protection zone. And 
the Navy is concerned about historic preservation near 
the Makalapa area in Pearl Harbor. 

The mayor says none of it is a "show stopper." However 
he estimates a one year delay would cost $200 million. 
He is pleading with the governor to accept the project 
once it gets to her desk. 

"Do you want to be remembered as the Governor who 
blew Superferry, threw the educational system in 
disarray, and now threw away the best economic project 
this state has going for itself? My answer would be no, 
no, no, no," said Mayor Hannemann. "She's become 
rapidly in my mind an anti-railer." 

Governor Lingle's spokesperson said the mayor needs to 
stop lying and stop making it personal. The governor 
wants rail done correctly and with a plan we can afford." 

Hannemann criticized the governor for not mentioning 
rail in her state of the state speech, especially since a 
construction industry task force recommended the rail is the fastest way to produce 
jobs. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved. 
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Republican National Committee Summit draws protesters 

By Mari-Ela David -  bio  I email  

WAIKIKI (HawaiiNewsNow) - Hawaii will soon see a lot of 
red, in its blue territory. On Wednesday, the Republican 
National Committee (RNC) kicks off its winter meeting in 
Waikiki. 

But the prelude started Tuesday with the RNC's Women 
Island Summit, which attracted some protesters. 

The rally called for no school furloughs, no rail delays, 
and no Governor Lingle. As she nears the end of her 
term, what does this mean for the Hawaii Republican 
Party? 

Apparently, it could mean change. 

Protesters upset with Governor Lingle's policies rallied 
outside the Hilton Hawaiian Village, where the RNC held 
its Women's Island Summit. 

Were not going to tolerate this anymore. The 
Republican Party has totally went political and ditched 
the rest of the public," said Christina Rainwater, a 
protester. 

Media was not allowed inside the summit, which is 
designed to train future GOP candidates. 

But outside closed doors, Hawaii News Now caught up 
with Hawaii Republican Party Chair Jonah Kaauwai. 

As small as the RNC foothold is in Hawaii, right now, its 
definitely going to bring an economic boost and to show 
support for two races that could turn the tides 
nationally," said Kaauwai. 

Namely Honolulu Council member Charles Djou's race 
for U.S. House and Lieutenant Governor Duke Aiona's 
race for Hawaii's top seat. 

Kaauwai says Governor Lingle's exit does not signal a hit to Hawaii Republicans, 
pointing to GOP candidate Scott Brown who won Ted Kennedy's Democratic seat in the 
U.S. Senate in Massachusetts. 

"Today and this week has proven that the Republican Party nationally is backing up 
the local party in Hawaii," said Kaauwai. 

If the Republican Party leaders in Hawaii think they have a shot, I have a silly feeling 
that they're closer to the truth than some of the Democrats like to admit," said 
political analyst, Dan Boylan. 

Boylan says that doesn't necessarily mean a Republican will win the governor's seat. 

Democrats still dominate the state. 

But Boylan says the political climate is changing. 

"I think that Charles Djou, I think that Duke Aiona, I think that some Republicans 
running in some districts this year probably have a slightly better chance today than 
they did six months ago," said Boylan. 

The winter meeting runs through Saturday. 

More than 160 RNC delegates will be there. 

Speakers include RNC Chair, Michael Steele, and Governor Lingle. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved. 
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Rail critic widens agenda in second try for mayor 
By Leila Fujimori   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 26, 2010 

University of Hawaii professor Panos Prevedouros says he is running for Honolulu mayor again on more than 
just his anti-rail position. 

He proposes solutions for everything from aging infrastructure to Oahu's mounting trash problems. 

"All we care to do is burn the trash," he said. "It's a 30-year-old idea, the same as rail. It's like we got stuck in 
1975." 

In 2008, Prevedouros' poorly funded campaign led to a distant third place in the primary election. He polled 
almost 18 percent of the vote against Ann Kobayashi, who also ran on an anti-rail platform, and Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann, who is expected to run for governor this year. 

Prevedouros' foray into politics began when he reluctantly accepted an anti-rail group's urging to run for 
mayor. 

He joins City Councilmen Donovan Dela Cruz and Rod Tam, city Prosecutor Peter Carlisle and city 
Managing Director Kirk Caldwell, who have expressed interest in the position. 

"An independent, Panos will represent you, not special interests," his campaign Web site says. 

The engineering professor said there are huge concerns not only about rail, but about the budget. 

People believe installing rail is "going to be a solution for jobs and congestion," he said. "Unfortunately, it's 
neither." 

"If we sink more money into a transit system, then the roads will become worse," he said. "We're third worst 
in the nation in road quality and congestion." 

Particularly vulnerable are Nanakuli and Waianae, where lane closures are "paralyzing tourist and resident 
traffic," he said. 

Portland, Ore., is a prime example of a city where rail is nothing but a substitute for buses and car pools, has 
done nothing to lessen congestion and has caused it to become the most pothole-ridden U.S. city, he said. 

As for the solid-waste problem, Prevedouros said having waste-processing plants here, such as those in 
Europe, would allow metal, plastic and demolition materials to be recycled into usable and sometimes 
profitable materials. 
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And because Hawaii's trash-tipping fees are at a pretty high rate, some of those technologies become 
affordable, he said. 

Prevedouros also believes the city needs to prepare for hurricanes or tsunamis. 

"What is the plan for 100,000 frantic tourists?" he said. The city should come up with detailed evacuation 
routes, as Florida has in place, Prevedouros said. 

He also points to a backlog of environmental conformance for sewer and water mains, which are "too old and 
too close to salty water." 

He said he believes Oahu needs to use techniques to make water and sewer lines more durable for brackish 
water operation. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.cominews/20100126_Rail_critic_widens_agendain_second_tryfor_mayor.html  
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Hawaii gas prices above 'cap' level of suspended law 

Governor not planning to revive regulation suspended since 2006 

BY GREG WILES 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Hawaii drivers are probably paying more at the pump than they would have been if the state's 
controversial gasoline price cap had not been suspended in 2006. 

A study done for the state Public Utilities Commission found that wholesale gasoline prices in the first 
half of last year were 3 to 11 cents higher than they would have been under the cap. A portion of the 
increase was due to inflation in transportation and terminal costs. 

The gas cap, which tied Hawaii prices to those on the Mainland, was put in place in September 2005. 
As it took effect, hurricanes Katrina and Rita caused a spike in gasoline prices nationwide. Amid much 
public grumbling, the state abandoned the cap in May 2006. 

"The problem with the gas cap is that it went into effect at the wrong time," said former Gov. Ben 
Cayetano, who supported its passage and has criticized gas companies for being quick to raise prices 
and slow to cut them. 

"Now you have these studies that show that the gas cap would have done the public some good." 

Others disagree and say the report includes information that explains why prices have risen. They say 
price controls on gasoline remain a bad idea. 

"Looking backward at the price cap legislation isn't a productive exercise," said Tupper Hull, a 
spokesman for the Western States Petroleum Association, whose members include Hawaii refinery 
operators Chevron Corp. and Tesoro Corp. 

"It was a disaster for consumers. There's no example that we can point to or that anybody else can 
point to where attempting to legislate prices of a commodity that is subject to global economic factors 
like crude oil have benefited consumers." 

The gas cap was implemented after years of discussion and concerns that oil companies were reaping 
excessive profits with what have been traditionally the nation's highest prices. 

The cap tied price moves to Mainland markets by instituting a maximum wholesale price for gasoline. 
The cap was set once a week based on wholesale prices in Los Angeles, New York and on the Gulf 
Coast, along with factoring in costs for shipping, distribution and marketing. 

Creators of the system designed it to react more immediately to wholesale gasoline price moves on 
the Mainland and thus address charges that gasoline prices were quick to rise and slow to fall in 
Hawaii. 

And that's what the system did, much to the chagrin of drivers who saw gas prices spike when 
petroleum prices rose on the Mainland. Some motorists complained about price swings from one week 
to the next, and said they favored the gradual increases and declines they had been used to. 

In May 2006, the cap was suspended and a monitoring system on pricing was devised, with the state 
Public Utilities Commission consultant having to produce an annual report on pricing. The Legislature 
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said having a way to track prices would result in more transparency in the market and help keep a lid 
on unreasonable prices. 

Gov. Linda Lingle was also given the power to reinstitute the gas cap for 30 days at a time should she 
deem the reinstatement beneficial to the economic well-being and safety of the state when wholesale 
prices surpassed what they would have been under the cap. 

Lingle had been against the gas cap and called the price controls deeply flawed in signing legislation 
suspending them. The gas cap was a "failed experiment to artificially control gas prices," Lingle said at 
the time. 

Cap 'worst thing' 

A spokesman for Lingle said the governor has no plans to reinstate the gas cap. State energy 
administrator Ted Peck said he wouldn't recommend to Lingle that she reimpose the price controls and 
that if someone were to do so it might lead to one or both the refineries here shutting, given recent 
reports about weak profitability in the U.S. refining industry. 

"Instituting the price cap is the absolutely worst thing we could do for our economy," Peck said. 

The study also found that gasoline prices were below the cap during the eight months the program 
was in place, and have been above what the cap would have been since that time. 

The report's other key findings include: 

• Wholesale diesel prices for on-road use appear to be at levels well above those in Mainland markets 
when adjusted for shipping to Honolulu. 

• Retail margins of gasoline at service stations increased during the sudden decline in global oil prices, 
but returned to more historical levels by early last year. Retail margins on diesel appear to have been 
extremely high in several markets in the state in June 2009. 

• Hawaii refineries were more competitive with other U.S. refineries during the January-to-June study 
period because margins at non-Hawaii refineries have fallen. 

• Sales data show there was a 19 percent decline in fuel purchases during the first half of 2009 
compared with 2007 because of the recession and lower tourism. 

• Wholesale prices here track other markets in price increases and decreases, but on about a 
one-month lag. 

That last point is not lost on Hull, who said the overall report shows gasoline prices in the state are 
reasonably competitive with those on the Mainland when taking the state's higher costs into account. 

"It very much affirms that market dynamics are what are driving prices in Hawaii," Hull said, noting that 
lower demand also may drive up prices as suppliers deal with lower-volume sales. 

He said there are a multitude of factors that can affect the pricing and that the gas cap formula might 
not have dealt well with the pricing volatility that's occurred in petroleum markets during the past year. 

"Trying to compare something constructed at a time when the market was very, very different than it is 
today doesn't seem like a particularly productive activity," Hull said. 

Hawai'i lag 

The report notes that the largest pricing variations with the cap typically occurred when crude prices 
were declining. During such times, Hawai'i's lag in pricing changes produced higher differentials with 
the cap. 
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But it notes that the 2009 gap of about 10 cents per gallon occurred during a period of rising crude 
prices. 

"Consequently, it appears suppliers may be attempting to keep prices higher than in the past as 
markets rise," the report said. 

It did note, however, that the cap formula used in the analysis was designed in 2006 and included 
costs that need to be updated. 

"These costs have undoubtedly increased over the period and would have resulted in a modified price 
cap formula to reflect those cost differences (however, it is unlikely those cost adjustments would be 
as high as 10 cents per gallon, since only the transportations cost portion of the gas cap formula would 
be affected)," the report said. 

Peck said work put into monitoring today's wholesale prices against a price cap may be moot in 
coming years anyway. He said much is happening when it comes to weaning the state from petroleum, 
including production of home-grown biofuels. 

"There is a lot going on in the biofuel arena and its exciting," he said. "It's going to be a whole new 
world." 

Cayetano remains an advocate of the gas cap. 

"The idea that transparency will have an impact on the market is a joke," he said. "The study shows 
the gas cap would have saved the consumer a few dollars." 

3 of 3 	 1/27/2010 6:22 AM 
AR00080123 



www.honoluluadvertiser.comlPrinter-friendly article page 	 http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100127/NEWS09/12...  

tkiegAuf 
January 27, 2010 

Mayor cites cost of rail delay 
By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Delaying Honolulu's plan-ned elevated commuter rail project could cost the city an additional $200 
million a year, Mayor Mufi Hannemann said yesterday. 

Hannemann also declined to speculate whether a delay in the project's groundbreaking would affect his 
political plans. Hannemann is widely expected to be a candidate for governor. The filing deadline for 
the seat is July 20. If Hannemann were to run for governor, he would have to resign as mayor by July 
20. 

"My focus is on this job," Hannemann said during a news conference about rail yesterday at Honolulu 
Hale. "I have no thoughts of resigning any time soon because I want to go to another job." 

Whether construction on rail, the mayor's signature project, will be under way by mid-July is uncertain. 

Ground-breaking on the $5.3 billion, East Kapolei-to-Ala Moana rail project was expected to happen in 
December, but has been indefinitely delayed while the city seeks approval of the project's 
environmental impact statement by federal agencies. 

Hannemann, who met with congressional and federal transportation officials in Washington, D.C., last 
week, said there did not appear to be any indication that the release of the environmental impact 
statement would be significantly delayed. However, Hannemann reiterated concerns that Gov. Linda 
Lingle could delay the project by refusing to approve the document expeditiously. 

Lingle has said she will conduct a thorough analysis of the environmental study to make sure that the 
project's financial plan is feasible and that alternatives were adequately considered. 

Lingle last week hosted an information briefing during which members of the American Institute of 
Architects Hawaii chapter said the city could save money and preserve scenic views by building half of 
the rail system at street level. The group claims a review of such an alternative could take six months. 
Hannemann said such a review would take years, cost hundreds of millions of dollars, and could kill the 
project. 

Hannemann yesterday also highlighted a recently released legislative construction industry task force 
report that recommended rail as one of the top ways to stimulate economic activity. 
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Governor Lingle Fires Back at Mayor Hannemann 

Reported by: Ron Mizutani 
Email: rm izutanikhon2.com   
Last Update: 1/27 7:18 pm 

A day after Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann said Gov. Linda Lingle was anti-rail, 
the governor fired back calling him a bully. The emotionally-charged 5-point-3 billion 
dollar city rail project is heating up again. 

Lingle pulled no punches in the latest war of words with Mayor Mufi Hannemann 
regarding rail. 

"I am pro rail, I always have been, I just think right now we can't afford the plan 
that he's proposed," said Lingle. "I think Mufi Hannemann has had a pattern 
throughout his time in public life and that is when people don't agree with him he 
starts to attack them in a personal way, he tries to bully them into seeing it his 
way." 

The governor shared why she isn't fully on board with the proposed multi-billion 
dollar project. 

"I think its important for the public to know that, that while the mayor can come back and say things about oh, its just about 
to be approved, the fact is, in a letter, the federal government has told the mayor you need to have an independent analysis 
of your financial plan because they just don't think it works," said Lingle. 

In that financial assessment dated September 2009, the FTA also recommended: "The city should substantiate its capacity 
to transfer a greater degree of revenue to the transit program without impacting other necessary City services." 

"We would not have gone into the preliminary engineering phased had they not signed off on our financial plan," said 
Hannemann. 

"You have the Hannemann administration saying they were told one thing and you have the state administration saying their 
told another thing and then you have the Honolulu City Council here caught in the middle having to make a decision to 
ultimately float the bonds for this project," said Councilman Ikaika Anderson. "I find it odd that what the FTA would tell the 
governor would be different than what they told me not even three months ago." 

The governor says the mayor is making this personal. 

"Rather than attacking those who don't agree with him, I think he needs to be much more open minded, much more 
transparent, and instead of looking at an artificial deadline date that coincides with his political career, we need to get it 
right, right for the people of Hawaii, not right for Mufi Hannemann," added Lingle. 

Councilmembers Anderson and Todd Apo will meet with the FTA next month to address the project's financial plan. 
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Obama to announce high-speed rail plan  APAAgicciafmciPmm 

post-speech 
By JULIE PACE, Associated Press Writer 

Wed Jan 27, 12:52 pm ET 

WASHINGTON – A day after delivering a State of the Union address aimed at showing recession-weary 

Americans he understands their struggles, President Barack Obama intends to award $8 billion in 

stimulus funds to develop high-speed rail corridors and sell the program as a jobs creator. 

Obama and Vice President Joe Biden plan to announce grants for 13 major corridors during a town hall 

meeting in Tampa, Fla., Thursday, the president's first public appearance following his speech to the 

nation. It's an attempt by the White House to show that getting Americans back to work is the president's 

top priority and that he has a plan for how to do it. 

The president's visit to the region means Florida's proposal for a high-speed line connecting Orlando and 

Tampa is likely to receive funding. California's proposal for an 800-mile-long rail line from Sacramento to 

San Diego and a nine-state proposal in the Midwest are also considered strong contenders. 

The $8 billion in funding for high-speed trains and other passenger rail projects is part of the $787 billion 

recovery act. Besides the 13 corridors receiving grants, a White House official said several smaller awards 

will be made for improvements to existing rail lines. Overall, 31 states will receive funds. 

The official said the projects are expected to create or save tens of thousands of jobs in areas like track-

laying, manufacturing, planning and engineering, though there is no time frame for how long it will take 

for those jobs to develop. The official spoke on the condition of anonymity in order to speak ahead of the 

president's announcement. 

Though the White House is quick to point out that the economy is no longer on the brink of a depression, 
as it was when Obama took office, stemming the free fall hasn't translated into job growth. The 

unemployment rate has hovered near 10 percent for several months, while Obama's approval ratings 

have dropped. 

With that in mind, Obama will spend about two-thirds of his speech on the economy, telling Americans in 

specific terms that he understands their struggles. He'll reinforce that message in the coming weeks by 

laying out a number of job creation initiatives, the first of which will be the high-speed rail grant awards to 

announced Thursday in Tampa. Trips to Maryland and New Hampshire will follow. 

In Florida, a swing state Obama carried in the 2008 election, Obama will face a populace where more 
people disapprove of his performance than approve — 49 percent to 45 percent, according to a new 

Quinnipiac poll, the first time the numbers there have shifted in that direction since Obama's election. 
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Even experts who favor high-speed rail question whether the awards Obama will announce Thursday can 
turn into the job generators the administration is hoping for. Because the U.S. has never had the kind of 

bullet trains found in Europe and Asia, there are no U.S. engineering companies or manufacturers with 

experience in high-speed rail. Anthony Perl, who heads the National Research Council's panel on 

intercity passenger rails, said that means much of the technology will have to be purchased abroad. 

At a rail manufacturing conference last year, Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood said more than 30 

foreign and domestic companies have promised to establish or expand operations in the United States if 

they are chosen to build high-speed lines. 

Still, high-speed rail experts say that if the administration spreads the $8 billion among more than a 
handful of projects, none of the projects will get enough money to get up and running. 

"If they want this money to have an impact they are going to have to give a lot to a few states," said 

lobbyist Tim Gillespie, who represents two large French rail companies. 

Associated Press writer Joan Lowy contributed to this report. 

Copyright @ 2010 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved. Questions or Comments Privacy Policy About Our Ads Terms of 
Service Copyright/IP Policy 
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Hannemann contends Lingle opposes rail 
By Gary T. Kubota 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 27, 2010 

In the latest verbal salvo over the city's planned transit system, Mayor Mufi Hannemann said yesterday he 
believes Gov. Linda Lingle opposes a rail system despite her insistence to the contrary. 

"Every step along the way, she has been presenting roadblocks," Hannemann charged at a news conference. 

Lingle's criticisms about the city's proposed elevated rail system would be OK if they were "substantive," said 
Hannemann, who returned recently from talking with federal transportation officials in Washington, D.C. 

"They all believe we have a good project," he said. "We have not seen or heard any show stoppers." 

Hannemann's administration said the environmental impact statement for the $5.5 billion project between 
Kapolei and Ala Moana is 99 percent complete. 

The mayor said he hopes Lingle will sign off on the EIS once she receives it. 

At a Jan. 18 news conference, Lingle said she thinks Hannemann needs to take another look at the financing 
plan for rail because federal transit officials were wary of any plan that "takes so much money from the bus 
system that it degrades its existing service." 

But Hannemann said bus service would be enhanced by the system and that the city's financial plan has a 
$1.3 billion contingency fund that the bus system could tap. 

He said lowering the rail system to ground level in parts of Honolulu, as some have proposed, would require 
the city to start over. 

Hannemann said a year in delays for rail would cost the city $200 million and hold back jobs needed in a 
slumping economy. 

The mayor also criticized Lingle for leaving any mention of rail out her State of the State address Monday. 

He said while Lingle endorsed various measures in a construction industry task force report, she left out its 
No. 1 priority: the development of a rail system. 

Lingle's spokesman, Russell Pang, said the governor supports a rail system and has not seen the task force 
report. 

Pang said Lingle is worried about the long-term cost of a rail system, in light of the recession, and has been 
listening to the points made by proponents of a hybrid system that would run at ground level in certain areas. 
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"She believes they have some valid concerns that we need to look into," Pang said. 

Once the federal government gives the final environmental impact statement to Lingle, the public has 30 days 
to comment on it before she can sign it. Her approval is required on the document before construction can 
proceed. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.com/news/20100127_Hannemann_contends_Lingle_opposes_rail.html  
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Lingle wants independent review of Honolulu rail-transit's 
financial plan 

Gov. Linda Lingle said today that she will not sign off on Honolulu's rail project unless an independent 
review is conducted of the city's financial plan. 

She said the City Council should demand an independent review of the rail project's financial plan. 
Her comments came following a luncheon of the Republican National Committee winter meeting at 
Hilton Hawaiian Village. 
"The financial plan is really a key focus for me," Lingle told reporters. "I am convinced more than ever, 
after reading the federal government's most recent letters — that I know of the most recent letters 
written to the city — that the financial plan is shaky at best." 
Lingle said she would likely ask a private or nongovernmental organization to look at the financial plan 
that she would then share with the public. 
If I had to sign off now, I couldn't, based on what I know from the federal government about the 

financial plan, because they basically say this can't be sustained," she said. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Thursday, January 28, 2010 

Lingle's caution on rail is wise 

Honolulu mayoral hopeful Kurt Caldwell has accused Gov. Linda Lingle of playing politics 
regarding her tardy involvement in Honolulu's rail system — the biggest public works project in 
the city's history. Certainly possible, but there is no apparent political upside for her. So why is 
Lingle getting involved now? 

My bet is that Lingle has looked carefully at the costs and observed the obvious, namely that 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann's system will require huge tax increases to subsidize a project whose 
proponents admit will not cut traffic on the H-1 corridor but might destroy bus service 
islandwide. Lingle may be doing what we hope all elected officials will do in office, namely 
make wise decisions for everyone rather than pander to special-interest groups. 

Michael P. Rethman 
Kaneohe 
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The politicization of Honolulu rail 
Filed Under Sunrise on KGMB9 

Mufi Hannemann and Linda Lingle are having a spat over Honolulu rail that plays into the hands 
of the asphalt huggers who oppose it. 

If you're a regular reader of this blog, you know I'm from Washington, D.C., where a rail system 
focused development in sensible places and slowed the worsening of traffic, and I'm an avid rail 
fan. 

All public works projects, whether they are rail lines or highways, cost more if delayed. One way 
to oppose a project covertly is to pretend you're for it, but insist on "doing it right," calling for 
restudy and replanning. 

Gov. Lingle's sign-off is required on the environmental impact statement for Honolulu rail. The 
EIS, which has been delayed to make sure it's done right, is not yet in her hands. She vows to 
review it thoroughly. Good. 

But she's also saying she will review affordability. If that's her job, she should have done it more 
than a year ago when the economy began to turn south. Why bring it up now? 

Mufi's camp seems to think it's political, an attempt to delay or weaken his own bid to be 
governor by denying him the shovels in the ground he wants before declaring. 

Mufi said he was starting to see Lingle as anti-rail. Lingle's mild-mannered spokesman invited 
the mayor to "stop lying." 

Are people saying and doing things that can be seen as anti-rail because they are anti-Mufi? I've 
started to suspect it because people who turn out to be anti-rail sometimes start a conversation by 
calling it "Mufi's train." 

It is not Mufi's train. It is your train. He's just trying to give it to you. Pay close attention to 
who's trying to keep you from having it. 

And the governor? I can't tell yet. 

The politicization of Honolulu rail 
Filed Under Sunrise on KGMB9 
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Lingle review of Honolulu rail plan could delay start 

Wants an independent audit of revenue forecasts 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

The start of construction on Honolulu's planned $5.3 billion commuter rail project could be delayed 
several months as Gov. Linda Lingle examines details of the city's financial plan which she said appear 
"shaky at best." 

Lingle said yesterday she could not approve Honolulu's rail line based on current information about the 
funding for the project. She also announced plans to conduct an independent analysis of city tax 
revenue forecasts that are the basis of the project's financial plan. 

The city will eventually need the governors approval to go forward with the 20-mile East Kapolei-to-Ala 
Moana elevated train. 

"If I had to sign off now, I couldn't based on what I know from the federal government about the 
financial plan because they basically say this can't be sustained," Lingle said. 

The comments, which came following a luncheon of the Republican National Committee winter meeting 
at Hilton Hawaiian Village, signal that Lingle's planned review of the project could be lengthy. That 
means that even if Lingle ultimately signs off on the project, construction couldn't occur for months. 

"The governor is wrong about the financial plan not being good enough to proceed" with the project, 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann said in a statement yesterday. "She seems confused again about the city's rail 
project and the process, and appears to be mixing pineapples and macadamia nuts." 

Groundbreaking on the elevated commuter rail was supposed to take place in December, but has been 
indefinitely delayed by an ongoing federal review of the project's final environmental impact statement. 
That statement, once its released, will need to be approved by Lingle before the city can break 
ground. 

The city wants Lingle's approval to come relatively fast. However, Lingle has said she'll conduct a 
thorough analysis to ensure that the project's financial plan is feasible and that alternatives were 
adequately considered. 

Hannemann yesterday questioned the governors authority to reject the environmental impact 
statement based on financial reasons. He said the financial plan is just a small part of the impact 
statement and no state has ever required approval of a financial plan in its acceptance of an impact 
statement. 

federal memo 

Lingle yesterday based much of her concern on a recently disclosed memo from the Federal Transit 
Administration to the city that raised questions about the city's ability to pay for the train. The Oct. 7 
memo also warned the city that its financial plan may not be sufficient to allow the project to proceed 
into the final engineering phase early this year. 

The FTA also recommended that the city obtain an independent forecast of transit tax revenues from a 
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source familiar with the Hawaii economy. The tax revenue estimates used in the city's most recent 
publicly available train financial plan were prepared by Parsons Brinckerhoff, which has a city contract 
to conduct preliminary engineering and environmental impact studies. 

Lingle yesterday said she wants an independent firm or non-governmental organization to review city 
transit tax forecasts before deciding whether to approve the project. She strongly urged the City 
Council to do the same. 

"We'll start to look around for people who could be objective to just tell the people of Hawaii that were 
not involved in this, but here's how we view the situation," she said. "I think the City Council should 
demand that kind of analysis, they should be paying for an independent analysis themselves." 

Yesterday's remarks were the latest round in an ongoing public debate between Lingle and 
Hannemann about the feasibility of the project. Earlier this week, Hannemann accused the governor of 
being anti-rail for political reasons. 

The city has acknowledged FTA concerns that the rail project's cost could outpace the revenue lined 
up to pay for it. The concerns are driven partly by a decline in transit tax collections following the 
state's economic downturn. 

using bus money 
The city expects to offset lower-than-anticipated transit tax revenues by relying on increased federal 
funding and by diverting $305 million in federal money intended for TheBus. City officials also hope that 
lower tax revenues will be partially offset by lower construction costs. 

Council Chairman Todd Apo yesterday said several council members plan to meet with federal 
transportation officials to discuss financial and other concerns about the project during a trip to 
Washington, D.C., in March. 

Apo said the council will wait until the city releases the project's final environmental impact statement 
before deciding whether the financial plan and tax revenue forecasts are feasible. 

"Until we get the final EIS and financial plan, and are able to understand what's been done and what's 
not been done ... I don't think anyone can make any judgment about it," Apo said. "Obviously there's a 
level of back and forth (between Lingle and Hannemann) that we'd all prefer it not to be there. 

"I don't think its a reflection on the project. There are some legitimate questions in the back and forth 
that need to be dealt with by the project, but its not a reflection of the project being bad or going the 
wrong way." 

2 of 2 	 1/29/2010 6:17 AM 
AR00080135 



-„, 

figcrilic3 

January 29, 2010 

Letters to the Editor 

Rail transit 

Visuals have been widely presented 
It is unfortunate that while the potential visual impacts of elevated rail have been widely debated, 
presented and available since 2006, Duane and Sarah Preble are only now paying attention to this issue. 
(Letters, Jan. 22). 

The city has presented renderings of the elevated rail in our neighborhoods and they have been 
published in the alternatives analysis and draft environmental impact statement. These renderings have 
additionally appeared in local print and TV media for years. 

We have produced and aired award-winning videos featuring elevated rail on network television and our 
monthly Olelo show. And we have held dozens of community meetings and workshops across the island 
featuring these renderings and videos. 

I hope the Prebles respect the fact that the public has not been "left in the dark," as thousands of 
residents have participated in the process and are fully aware of the impacts and benefits of a fast, 
efficient elevated rail system. We have gotten excellent feedback from the community members who have 
seen our renderings and participated in the numerous station design workshops that we have held. 

WAYNE Y. YOSHIOKA I Director, Department of Transportation Services 
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Letters to the Editor 

Traffic 

We need to find alternatives to cars 
Whenever I read another national study that says Oahu has some of the worst traffic congestion in the 
U.S. (Stretch of H-1 is nation's 2nd-worst," Jan. 25), I have a "Lost" style flashforward. I picture our island 
in 10 years as a gridlocked mess. I see thousands of vehicles going nowhere fast on congested freeways, 
their idling engines spewing pollutants into the sky. I see buses and cars inching forward on surface 
streets, taking an hour to go 10 miles. 

Like "Lost," I hope this imaginary future is just fiction. But if we don't get serious about fighting traffic and 
making it convenient to commute to work without a car, we could lose our island paradise to congestion. 

We need to polish up ideas like bike paths and make them attractive to the business community. We 
need to stop fussing around with rail and start building it. After all, we voted for rail. 

And we need leaders who recognize that, as fun as it is to drive a car, its not the end-all and be-all of 
commuting. Otherwise, that flashforward will quickly become a grim reality. 

DANIEL K. ANDERSON I Kailua 
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Many Job Opportunities in Rail, Says Sumitomo-led Team 
Bobby Lambrix 
Reader Submitted 

"We've met some very talented contractors who are excited about the project and our approach to 
working on Hawaii's first Automated Train Operating System," said Gino Antoniello, Vice President of 
Transportation Systems and Equipment for Sumitomo Corporation of America. While showing a chart 
of the company's organization Antoniello said to the crowd of contractors, "This is us, and we want 
you to be part of it." 

Over 100 people attended the event and expressed their interest in the wide variety of business 
opportunities available. The meeting provided information on the Honolulu Rail Transit Project in the 
areas of Project Management, Vehicle Assembly Works, Electrical Works, Construction and many 
others. According to City officials the Honolulu Rail Transit Project will be the state's largest 
infrastructure project and a key economic stimulus initiative during this recession. 

"We really need a project like this on Oahu," said Wasa Electrical Services CEO, Ron Yee. "The 
construction industry in Hawaii needs to get back to work, so let's build it." 

The HRFG team will be present to speak with students about many of the same opportunities 
available through the Honolulu Rail project at the University of Hawaii at Manoa College of 
Engineering Career Day on February 10th. 

Honolulu Rail for Growth (HRFG) is a team led by Sumitomo Corporation of America (SCOA) and 
includes partners Mitsubishi Heavy Industries of America, Inc. (MHIA), KinkiSharyo International, LLC 
(KI), Thales Transport & Security, Inc. and Wasa Electrical Services, Inc. To learn more about the 
team and their experience, visit www.honolulurailforgrowth.com .  
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Governor, mayor at odds over financing for rail 
By Richard Borreca 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 29, 2010 

The city's plans for rail transit are based on financial assumptions that are too shaky to proceed without more 
study, says Gov. Linda Lingle. 

If she had to do it today, Lingle says, she would not sign off on the city's rail transit plan because of those 
financial worries. 

Lingle made her remarks yesterday in an informal meeting with reporters after delivering a pep talk to the 168 
delegates to the Republican National Committee meeting in Waikiki. 

Both the state and the federal government require environmental impact statements for the city's $5.3 billion 
project, and Lingle has to approve the state EIS. About one-third of the project is expected to be paid for by 
the federal government's Federal Transit Administration. 

The city is paying for the rest with an increase in the general excise tax paid on Oahu transactions. 

"The federal government is questioning whether the general fund of the city can stand this much debt and 
what will happen if there is an overrun—where will they get the money?" Lingle said. 

"I am convinced more than ever after reading the federal government's most recent 
letters written to the city that the financial plan is shaky at best," Lingle said. "If I had 
to sign off now, I couldn't, based on what I know from the federal government about 
the financial plan." 

In response, Mayor Mufi Hannemann called Lingle "confused again about the city's 
rail project and the process, and appears to be mixing pineapples and macadamia nuts." 

Hannemann argues that Lingle should not be worried about Honolulu's ability to pay 
for the rail system. 

"I would question the governor's authority to reject the FEIS based on financial 
reasons," Hannemann said. 

Lingle said she is thinking about having an independent financial audit prepared and 
made public before she decides on the EIS. 

The governor, who said she is a supporter of mass transit, said Hannemann is not 
telling the truth when he said the federal government would not have approved 
Honolulu's preliminary engineering statement if it had concerns about financing. 

Linda 
Lingle: 
The governor might 
have fin independent 
linancial4widit done 
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"He (Hannemann) looked into the camera and said the federal government would not 
have given us approval for preliminary engineering if they had not approved our 
financial plan, and that is just patently false. 

"What the letter says is, we let the city know they may not get the go-ahead to go 
forward even though we are giving them this preliminary engineering approval," Lingle 
said. 

likiffirr  
Mull 
lizinnemann: 
The lritipt says Lingle 
should not worry about 
the city's ability to pay 

At a meeting yesterday held for companies interested in working on the project by Sumitomo Corp. of 
America, which wants to provide the trains, Gerald Noda, a vice president with Communications Consulting 
Services Inc., said the conflict sounds "political." 

"I hope they get over their political differences and kind of see the benefits of this rail system," said Noda, 
whose company employs 70 people. 

In a letter provided to the Star-Bulletin by Hannemann, the Federal Transit Administration said on Oct. 16 
that FTA approval of the preliminary engineering "is not a commitment to approve or fund any final design or 
construction activities." 

The letter from Leslie Rogers, regional FTA administrator, said that "some elements of the current financial 
plan may not fare well in the stress tests that the FTA will apply to evaluate robustness." 

Rogers said the FTA took note of the money the city would be able to collect from the GET, the ongoing 
needs of the city bus system and "the increasing share of the city's annual budget that is required to fund the 
transit system." 

"Were this plan submitted today in support of a request to advance the project into final design, its weakness 
would likely cause FTA to deny the request," Rogers said, adding that the city should continue to develop and 
strengthen its financial plan. 

The letter says that the city has to work to get its cost estimating "to a level of confidence necessary for the 
city to implement the financial plan for the project before entering into final design." 

In a FTA financial assessment of the Honolulu project written in September and provided to the Star-Bulletin 
by Lingle's office, the city plan is based on continuing to get enough money from the GET tax. 

"Any shortfall in revenue would have material consequences on the city's ability to finance the local share of 
the project costs, unless other sources of capital funds are identified." 

Star-Bulletin reporter Gary T. Kubota contributed to this report. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.cominews/20100129_Governor_mayor_at_odds_overfinancingfor_rail.html  
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Letters to the Editor 
For Friday, January 29, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 29, 2010 

Ground-level rail will snarl traffic 

I moved to Hawaii in 1981. Before that I lived in four other states and the District of Columbia, 
which had "at grade" rail service for public or commercial use. Here is what happens when you 
approach a rail crossing: The blinking red lights start to operate. The guard crossing comes down 
and blocks the road. All traffic comes to a stop and starts to back up. You sit there and wait for 
the train to go by. 

Now, let's look at the same situation in Honolulu, if certain people on Oahu get their way: 
Traffic, already unbearable, will come to a standstill every time the train crosses a road. This will 
happen every day, every few minutes. Animals cross the tracks, people cross the tracks and cars 
get stuck on the tracks. Is this what the people want? No! 

Where were these same architects when they were earning the big bucks designing towering 
buildings for Waikiki and downtown Honolulu? Not a peep. 

Don't you find it amusing that Gov. Linda Lingle actually stated that she was for creating jobs 
for the people? Just what does she think the building of an elevated rail line would do? 

Douglas Olivares 
Kapahulu 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Friday, January 29, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 29, 2010 

'Jobs' argument unfair to Lingle 

It's reported that Mayor Mufi Hannemann says Gov. Linda Lingle is against rail and against 
creating jobs. Is he being misquoted? 

The truth is that Gov. Lingle is displaying rightful caution in revisiting the rail concept the mayor 
is so bent full-steam-ahead on by her pointing out the mayor's budget was made under far 
different economic optimistic times. 

Her proposal takes that into consideration and also has a more circumspect view of the 
maintenance of the project. 

For the mayor to maintain that Gov. Lingle isn't interested in job creation is grasping at a lame 
argument since whichever idea becomes adopted — at-grade or elevated — will result in a big 
up-tick in jobs that makes the mayor's arguments seem lame. I am glad Gov. Lingle has put a 
brake on the rail project and believe her ideas that I support will be seen as the right way to go. 

Palani Luke 
Honolulu 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Saturday, January 30, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 30, 2010 

Ditch rail before it bankrupts us 

Do we need it? Can we afford it? Can we maintain it? 

Remember? I would submit the answer to those three questions is a resounding "no." It will take 10 years 
just to turn the state's finances around and we simply can no longer afford it. 

How about following through on the "Second City" concept we all agreed on when the H-3 freeway was 
being built in the '70s? How about showing some island innovation and experimenting with things like 
flex-time, telecommuting and hot lanes? 

Wanna save $6 billion? (Imagine what else we could do with that money!) Three simple steps: 

» Move the city and state department offices out of downtown. 

» Give Hawaii Pacific University tax incentives to move out of downtown. 

» Build UH-West Oahu and move more classes there and to the community college system. 

Our family feels rail is a huge mistake, and we'll be taking our small businesses and money and leaving the 
state. We've been Hawaii taxpayers for more than 15 years. 

When — not if — the project goes over budget and when — not if — the revenue does not add up, do we 
really think our follow citizens on the neighbor islands won't be forced to pay for a choo choo they've never 
seen, let alone ridden on? 

Tom McAuliffe 
Kaneohe 
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Honolulu rail would be safer at ground level, AIA contends 
By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Whether they run on an elevated guideway or on city streets, trains are by far a safer way to travel 
than automobiles. 

As Honolulu debates the relative merits of a commuter rail line on an elevated track or at street level, 
the question of safety has surfaced. Increased safety was one factor behind the city's decision to build 
a planned 20.5-mile East Kapolei-to-Ala Moana train to run exclusively on an elevated guideway. 
Faster speeds and higher ridership are other factors supporting the higher cost of elevated trains, 
according to the city. 

However, the assertion that an elevated train is safer than street-level trains has come under fire from 
some who want the city to build a portion of the train at street level. The American Institute of 
Architects Hawaii chapter cites aesthetics and cost concerns for pushing its position. Now the group 
has added safety to its list. 

Trains operating on elevated exclusive right of way and at street level have been involved in accidents 
that injure and kill. However, proponents of each type of train system claim their choice is safer. 

In either train system — elevated and street-level — the chances of being injured or killed by rail were 
relatively remote. 

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said trains that operate on an elevated right of way are 
clearly safer. 

"You're elevated. You're completely separated from the roadways (and) you're in a protected 
environment," he said. "What incidents are we going to have as opposed to an at-grade transit that's 
crossing active streets? That doesn't make sense to me." 

Overall, automated trains running on an exclusive right of way — a system planned for Honolulu — 
were involved in seven fatalities in the United States from 1998 to 2007, according to the Federal 
Transit Administration. That's far fewer than the 211 fatalities associated with street-level, or at-grade, 
rail cars during that period. Both figures exclude suicides and trespassing-related deaths. 

However, when the statistics are adjusted to account for the far greater passenger miles carried by 
street-level rail lines, the safety record for at-grade trains appears to improve. That's because trains 
that operate on an exclusive right of way logged just 12.6 million passenger miles in 2007, versus 
nearly 1.9 billion passenger miles generated by at-grade trains. 

On a passenger-mile-basis, street-level rail had fewer reported injury incidents than elevated rail in all 
but one year between 1998 and 2007, based on FTA data. 

9 killed in D.C. 
Those national safety statistics exclude an accident on the Washington, D.C., Metro last June when 
two trains collided, killing nine and injuring 70 people. The Metro operates on an exclusive right of way 
that does not mix with automobile traffic. 

1 of 2 	 1/31/2010 7:39 AM 
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"I think what the (city) administration is saying is that there are no accidents with an automated, 
elevated metro system and there are a lot of accidents with light rail at grade because you're 
conflicting with traffic," said Honolulu architect and AIA transit task force member Peter Vincent. 
"That's a skewed perspective. There are accidents each way." 

The AIA said safety data supports their argument that street-level trains aren't too dangerous for 
Honolulu. The safety of street-trains is supported by a decision by more than two dozen U.S. cities to 
build commuter train systems that operated at least partially at street level since 1984, according to 
the AIA. Only two U.S. subsidized train systems — one in Miami and the other in Puerto Rico — were 
built entirely elevated during that period, the group said. 

One of the most recently opened light rail train system is in Phoenix In December the Phoenix Metro 
marked its first year of service. No fatalities were reported during its first year of service, although the 
train was involved in several major accidents with autos. Those include an accident in September when 
a sport utility vehicle knocked a train off the tracks and brought down a power pole. 

The AIA cites the relative safety of street-level trains as one reason why the city should consider 
building portions of the rail line at grade. City officials argue that the added safety of an elevated train 
is one more justification for the project's relatively high costs. 

The AIA and the city are on opposing sides of another rail safety issue. The architects have criticized 
the city for not planning to include automatic safety doors at stations to keep people from accidentally 
or deliberately falling onto the partially electrified train track. The doors are not included in current 
station designs and are not a requirement in the current train system and control contract bidding 
process. 

safety Barriers 

The Vancouver SkyTrain, which is a model for Honolulu's planned train, also does not have such 
platform safety barriers. Overall, 54 people have died on SkyTrain tracks and platforms since 1985 — 
a figure that includes 10 people who died after accidentally falling onto the tracks, according to a 
November 2008 story in the Vancouver newspaper "24 Hours." 

A 1994 SkyTrain safety review found that the $40 million to $50 million cost of installing safety barriers 
systemwide was too prohibitive, according to the newspaper. 

The city may add platform safety doors to plans for Honolulu's train at a later date, Yoshioka said. 

William Millar, president of the American Public Transportation Association, said the safety benefits of 
platform screen doors likely don't offset their cost. 

"How much money do you want to spend?" said Millar, who agreed with the city that an elevated rail is 
safer than street-level trains. They can certainly be added. Will they bring a little bit more safety? 
Yeah. They'll also increase your maintenance costs. 

"I wouldn't think they'd add enough additional safety to warrant the expense." 

2 of 2 	 1/31/2010 7:39 AM 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Sunday, January 31, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 31, 2010 

Too bad rail not built in the '80s 

It is amazing that this rail issue is still ongoing. Did we not put it on a referendum? And, yes, the 
majority voted for it. The Council voted for it. But in good times we did not build it and now the 
excuse is that in a recession there is no money? Can you imagine if we had built it in the '80s, 
and what would have been the cost compared to today? Try imagining Hong Kong with no rail 
transit system, or Singapore, or even Naha, Okinawa—island states/nations very similar to 
Hawaii. 

Perhaps when Gov. Linda Lingle is out of office she can move to the west side and try 
commuting daily at rush hour to enjoy sitting in traffic and be one of us. Respect the wishes of 
the public who voted for it because we need it. 

Berni Chong 
Honolulu 
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West Oahu traffic relief is expected in 2012 
By Star-Bulletin staff 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jan 31, 2010 

Commuters stuck in the daily traffic jam between Honolulu and Waikele will have some relief, but not until 
2012, when construction on afternoon contraflow lanes on the H-1 freeway are scheduled to be completed. 

The lanes would replace the eastbound Zipper Lane and add an extra lane for traffic flow in either direction, 
said Tammy Mori, spokesperson for the state Department of Transportation. 

"Based on the success of the Zipper Lane during the morning rush hour, we wanted to offer that same kind of 
relief to drivers for their afternoon commute," said DOT Director Brennon Morioka. 

The two new lanes are expected to increase Ewa-bound capacity by about 17 percent during the afternoon, 
and may save 15 minutes in driving time. Replacing the Zipper Lane and its Zip Mobile will save about $1 
million per year in operating costs, Morioka said. 

Both lanes will accommodate traffic toward Honolulu in the morning, and will be reversed in the afternoon. 
During non-rush hours, the lanes will revert back to their original directions, Mori said. 

Vehicles in the Zipper Lane are required to carry a minimum of three occupants in the morning, but only two 
occupants will be necessary in the afternoon, she said. 

Construction on the first phase of the $75 million project will begin in early summer, involving a 6.1-mile 
section of highway from the Radford Drive overpass to the Waiawa Interchange (H-1/H-2 merge). A second 
phase includes a 2.1-mile stretch from Waiawa to Waikele. Both phases should be finished by mid-2012, 
Mori said. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.com/news/20100131_West_Oahu_traffic_reliefis_expectedin_2012.html  
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City rail committee didn't keep minutes 
But state office says it was exempt from law requiring them 

By Sean Hao 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

A city committee that reviewed construction bids for Honolulu's planned rail project did not keep 
minutes of meetings that led to the awarding a $483 million construction contract to build the first 
phase of the rail line. 

The city did disclose committee member scoring sheets used to award the contract. However, the city 
won't have to disclose further details about what happened during the meetings because the five-
member committee didn't keep minutes, according to the state Office of Information Practices. 

A separate, four-member city contract evaluation committee did keep minutes of a meeting in July 
2007 that led to awarding a much smaller rail-related contract. Those minutes were eventually 
released to the public and showed that some committee members expressed disappointment that 
only two firms sought the contract. 

The city has awarded the biggest rapid transit contract so far to Kiewit Pacific Co. in October. The 
Advertiser requested minutes from evaluation committee meetings leading to that award on Oct. 27. 

On Nov. 17 the city said it had notes of evaluation committee meetings, but that disclosing them 
would frustrate the agency's decision-making process. 

At the time, the city did not disclose that minutes were not taken during evaluation committee 
meetings. That was disclosed in a December e-mail between the state Office of Information Practices 
and city Deputy Corporation Counsel Reid Yamashiro. 

The Advertiser had requested 01P's aid in obtaining minutes of meetings 

Members of the committee that evaluated a total of five proposals, including Kiewit's bid, took notes 
but the committee was not required to keep minutes because it was not subject to the state Sunshine 
Law, according to a Jan. 5 letter to The Advertiser from the 01P. 

Prior to the Kiewit deal, the largest city rapid transit contract was a 2007, $86 million deal with PB 
Americas to conduct preliminary engineering and environmental impact studies. 

The committee that awarded the PB contract kept minutes from a July 2007 meeting that were later 
released following an Advertiser Freedom of Information request. According to the minutes of that 
meeting, some members expressed disappointment that only two firms sought the contract — PB 
Americas and Morristown, N.J.-based Louis Berger Group Inc. One committee member said the city 
should have done more to publicize the contract. 

Committee members were told by a city transportation official during the July 2007 meeting that their 
role was to decide which firm was better qualified, rather than to question city solicitation procedures, 
according to the minutes. 

City transportation director Wayne Yoshioka said the decision on whether to keep evaluation 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/print/article/20100111/NEWS01/1110336/City-rail-co.. . 1/11/2010 
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committee meeting minutes is up to committee members. 

Yoshioka noted that the city did release committee scoring sheets. Those sheets showed that Kiewit's 
bid was the lowest and generally scored higher than competitors among evaluation committee 
members on criteria such as management approach, personnel experience, technical solutions, 
schedule, price realism and project support. 
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NEWS RELEASE 
Office of the Mayor 

CTY AND COUNTY OF HONCAULU 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	 January 20, 2010 
Release No. M-2-10 

MAYOR WELCOMES TRANSPORTATION LEADERS TO HONOLULU 

(Wed., Jan. 20, 2010)—Mayor Mufi Hannemann today welcomed leaders of the American 
Public Transportation Association to Honolulu for the group's annual Business Member Board 
of Governors meeting. The board and its committees will meet today (Wed.) through Friday at 
the Ihilani Resort and Spa at Ko Olina, and will hold a farewell banquet on Friday evening. 

"We're very pleased that the nation's largest nonprofit advocacy group for public 
transportation chose Honolulu for this important event," said Hannemann, who is in Washington 
DC this week to meet with President Obama, top federal transportation officials and the US 
Conference of Mayors. "Our bus system is one of the nation's finest, and our rail transit project 
has generated lots of excitement among public transportation professionals." 

Federal Transit Administration Administrator Peter Rogoff will participate in the meeting 
via teleconference. Honolulu Managing Director Kirk Caldwell will address the group on 
Thursday, and rail project manager Tom Hamayasu will provide a project update on Friday. 

The Business Member Board of Governors is a 25-person elected body that represents 
APTA's private-sector members with expertise in all modes of transportation and project 
development, said board chair Sharon Greene. Hannemann last year invited the group to hold 
this annual meeting in Honolulu, and approximately 100 participants are expected to attend. 

"On behalf of the APTA Business Members, I'm very happy to bring the group once 
again to Honolulu, and we greatly appreciate the hospitality of Mayor Hannemann and the city," 
Greene said. "We look forward to riding Honolulu's rail system. We are committed to and 
acknowledge the milestone effort in the city's transportation system." 

Among the meeting's participants will be APTA President William Millar; APTA 
Executive Committee Chair Mattie (M.P.) Carter; APTA Executive Committee Vice Chair 
Michael Scanlon; Federal Railroad Administration Deputy Administrator Karen Rae; and 
Amtrak Vice President for Policy and Development Stephen Gardner. 

APTA last year honored Honolulu's rail project with its AdWheel Grand Prize for the 
informational DVD distributed with the project's Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

-30- 

Media contact: Bill Brennan, Mayor's Office, 768-6928  
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NEWS RELEASE  CTY AND COUNTY OF HONCII Li 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	 January 19, 2010 

MAYOR DISCUSSES HONOLULU TRANSIT PROJECT WITH FEDERAL  
OFFICIALS  

(Washington, D.C., January 19, 2010)- Mayor Mufi Hannemann met today with U.S. 
Department of Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, FTA Administrator Peter Rogoff and other 
federal transportation officials to discuss the Honolulu Rail Transit Project. 

Earlier in the day, Hannemann also met with US 
Senator Daniel Inouye to discuss rail transit and other issues of 
importance to the nation's mayors. Hannemann is in Washington, D.C. to 
attend the 78 th  Annual Winter Meeting of the US Conference of Mayors. 

Hannemann provided the DOT Secretary with a briefing on the project. The presentation 
included the city's efforts to work with federal agencies to address their final concerns before the 
FTA releases the project's Final Environmental Impact Statement. 

A part of the Mayor's presentation to the Secretary and the Administrator included a report 
that the actual collections of the General Excise tax dedicated to the rail project are at 99.5% of 
what the City has projected in its financial plan, noting that the 
conservative nature of the City's project financial plan is weathering the current economic 
downturn despite more significant reductions in collections from the General Excise Tax. 

The FTA indicated that it will continue to work with the City as it refines its current financial 
plan. The FTA has had independent financial consultants reviewing the City's financial plan 
since the City completed its Alternatives Analysis in 2006. 

Rogoff said that over the next several months the City will work to get a better fix on both 
its costs and revenues, and that the FTA is aware of Honolulu's potential for lowering its cost as 
it develops more engineering details. 

"It was noted that 13 state agencies have commented on the project's EIS, and that the City 
has worked to address their concerns," Hannemann said. 

Hannemann discussed FTA's general concern about rail projects that rely too heavily on 
federal funds that pay for bus service. Hannemann assured the Administrator that the City would 
not compromise bus service. The Mayor said that as the City proceeds with preliminary 
engineering, any funding that is currently dedicated to bus service should remain in place as the 
city builds on the current $90 million savings that was realized from the Kiewit contract, from 
private participation in station development and additional contract savings in the second phase 
contract that is now out for bid.. 

Rogoff indicated that if there was any decision to change the alignment from an elevated 
system to an at-grade system the FTA would have to start the environmental review process all 
over again, and that process would take much longer than 6 months. 

AR000801 51 



"The bottom line is that the FTA and the USDOT see nothing at this point to stop our project 
from continuing to go forward. The FTA and USDOT are committed to continue working with 
the City to help make rail transit a reality for Honolulu," Hannemann said. 

"Secretary LaHood assured us of the continuing co-operation of his department on our rail 
project," Hannemann said. 

-30- 
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MAKAI I Entry View East Kapolei Station 
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MAUKA I  Entry View - UH West Oahu Station 



Waipahu Transit Center Station 
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Canopy Design for Stations 
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Canopy Design for Stations 
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Transit Surcharge Passed - 2005 

Alternatives Analysis - 2006 

Locally Preferred Alternative - 2007 

Selection of Technology - 2008 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement - 2008 

Selection of Airport Alignment - 2009 

Preliminary Engineering - 2009 

Final Environmental Impact Statement - 2009 

Record of Decision - 2010 

Groundbreaking - 2010 
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Final EIS Status 

• Final EIS 99% Ready to Go 
• 13 State agencies have collaborated 
• Two issues remain: Programmatic 

Agreement and FAA 
• OEQC hearings: support for rail 
• Admin draft of Final EIS transmitted to 

Governor via OEQC in December 
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Finances On Track 
• Reviewed by consultants hired by FTA 

Booz Allen Hamilton 
Jacobs Engineering 

— Porter & Associates 

• Independently reviewed by local business 
leaders 
— Business Roundtable 

• GET surcharge revenue is 99.5% of projections 
• Costs have been lower than projected: Kiewit 

$90 million lower 

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 
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Finance Myths 
• FTA has "concerns" about our plan 

— ETA expressed normal caution that our financial plan 
needs to be refined before Final Design 

• Bus service will be affected by project 
Mayor has always maintained that bus service would 
NOT be compromised 
Bus maintenance funds identified as backup of last 
resort 

— Contingency fund can be used instead of bus funds 
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At-Grade is Not An Option 
• Won't provide service Honolulu needs 
• Revising route for at-grade will take far 

longer than 6 months 
• FTA: it would put us back at square one 
• Cost of delay is large: 

1 year: about $200 million 
2 years: $ 400 million 
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AIA-Honolulu proposal 

HON1)1.0/ 

Phoenix's lipt nail system, abcree, runs at gravid ishoel 
ff.er2 wales field also serves the riesityv cilles al 
toi:7-`,1 arc: Tnripc Oprfirttion hegan 	"!nr-A-grihcr. 

ci,7121' .1  

cow' 

,11 	 AA, 

Ward 	
centre 

k5 1;0114- 
	 rat* 

KAKAAkt ) wry cltutuo 	 IA 
f+. 

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 566-2299 www.honolulutransit.org  

AR000801 68 

.  /limo:tau 
loll rr  I  lure 



566-2299 www.honolulutransit.org  

Impacts of At-Grade Rail 

• Not as Safe: Vehicle and Pedestrian Conflicts 
• Slower: less capacity, fewer riders 
• Traffic Congestion: Takes away roadway lanes 
• Land Use: More property acquisition 
• Construction: Relocate underground utilities, 

more impacts to iwi kupuna 
• Higher operating costs 
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At-Grade Pedestrian Conflicts 

Walkers and bikers must cross in front of a surface train 
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At-Grade Takes Traffic Lanes 

Houston 

At-grade trains can take up to 3 traffic lanes from cars and trucks 
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Road widening and right of way acquisitions 

At-Grade Requires More ROW 
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At-Grade Affects Underground 

::

VIOl ies 

At-rail rail requires relocating utilities 
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At-Grade More Likely to Impact lwi 

At-grade rail requires excavating a trench for trains 
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"No other project on the 
horizon has the same 

potential for generating jobs, 
assisting local business and 

•  contributing to Hawaii‘i's 
overall economy." 

Construction Industry Task Force 
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Learn how Honolulu Rail Transit provides a 
solution for our island's future, experience 

high-tech presentations, and participate in 
hands-on educational seminars. 

FREE ADMISSION 	ENTER TO WIN! 
Lunch and Drawstring Backpacks 	I-Pod Touch or Netbook 

CwhiJesupplles  It 	 Open  to All High School 

HONOLULU  RAIL TRANSIT  PROJECT 

RR& TRRIMIT 

Please join us at the community 

rail  station workshops and give 

your ideas about the design  of 
the Pearl Highlands station. Your 

contributions and comments on 

the station, bus  transit center,  and 
parking garage  are important. 

Thursday, February 4, 2010 
6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
Highlands Intermediate School 
1460 Ho'olau lea Street 
Pearl City, HI 96782 -2198 

The workshops are free. Please RSVP by 
calling the project hotline at 566-2299 
or email Info, honol u lutransit.org  

www.honolulutransit.org  
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Upcoming Public Events 
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