
Public Involvement Overview 

April 2010 

Month 

Hotline Calls* 14 

Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 13 

Speakers Bureau 

Presentations/ Coffee Hours/ Community Displays & Events 18 

Neighborhood Boards 11 

Community Updates/Mayor's Town Meetings/ RTD Workshops 0 

TV/Radio Appearances 13 

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299 
** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period 
on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month. 
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Email 	04/03/2010 

April 2010 website and hotline comments 

Submission Submission 
Method 	Date 

Submission Content/Notes 

Hotline 	04/02/2010 

Website 	04/02/2010 

This is the dumbest idea ever. I wonder how much the Mayor is 
igetting as a kickback? 

!Please provide me with information on the latest status of the Rail 
Project. Specifically: Cost, Funding for Rail, Approval by Governor 
Lingle, Federal Appropriations, Groundbreaking and start of 
construction and expected completion date, impact on the state and 
,county of Hawaii, possible bond issuance. 

I had three concerns to the 30 Mar 10 Design Review: 1) Flow of 
traffic is confusing.. .when on Kam Hwy going east (Ewa) it seems 
difficult for POVs to drop off and pick up people. Or, is the main drop 
off/ p/u to be the Farrington Hwy K&R? If so, the K&R needs to be 
large enough and have some protection from the elements for 
people waiting for a ride. 2) Pls put a few bike racks in the structure. 
The outdoor racks are ok but I'd prefer some protection from the 
elements. 3) The escalators look protected but pls ensure they are 
protected fr rain as much as possible. DC's Metro escalators are not 
all protected and are constantly down for repair. Casey 

Hotline 

We bs ite 

We bs ite 

Hotline 

04/05/2010 

04/10/2010 

04/13/2010 

04/14/2010 

Would like a 20 minute interview for an article for magazine. 

can you please answer some question for me please 

I was in Honululu in January and saw a lot of information concerning 
the proposed light rail system. Has any of the system gone to 
construction? If so do you have any info concerning the 
organizations overseeing the construction? Thanks, George Gress 

Wanted to know how the rail like would go through Kakaako. 

i still can't fine any of the info on your next meeting will start up for 
may? or june? or even july?, befor i get there in may 3-2010 will you 
have any of your meeting for the people to see and talk to. they like 
to drive there car but if the gas price keep going up do you think 
they will take and ride the new rail system?, i was on the honolulu 
advertiser news paper web page they are talking about the gas price 
is going up $0.02 per gal. but if any one knows this if a gas tank 
holds up to 12 to 15 gal of gas and the car drinks the gas like water. 
it will cost a hole lot of money to keep filling it up every 4 day. that 
could come out to be over $80.00 every 4 day, do any one have that 
kind of money every day to keep filling it up like that. the last time i 
rented a car i fill up the tank but i did not use the air to stay cool, i 
had the windows down. that car had bad miles per gal. i think they 
took a lot of those car from ca and they sent them over to honolulu. 

aloha manager boss when is rebuilding is i want to knowing at the 
5.years is 2014 this is a new honolulu subtrain bus car let me to 
knowed to me.happy smile mahalo to you 

Website 	04/18/2010 

Website 	04/23/2010 

Website 

 

04/26/2010 

Ta-ttending the spring and product show this past weekend and did 
the virtual train ride photo. On the paper given to me stated to see 
our self on this video, I need to visit the website stated on the paper 
and click on the EVENTS tab and make the selection. On the web it 
does not show the EVENTS TAB anywhere. 

    

* Submission Content / Notes have not been edited for spelling grammar. They appear as written. Mailing list requests 
and non material comments are not shown above. Only comments/inquiries/suggestions are shown. 

Pertinent hotline calls are now included on this list. 
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Posted on: Friday, April 2, 2010 

First of 20 new 
hybrid buses blessed 

Sean Hao 

The city yesterday dedicated the first of 20 new 
hybrid-electric buses destined for Honolulu 
roads. 

The nearly $1 million, 60-foot buses are costlier 
than standard diesel buses. However, the hybrid 
buses also are more fuel efficient, less polluting 
and quieter than diesel buses. 

The buses, which will be delivered during a two-
year period, are being paid for with a portion of 
federal stimulus money. Honolulu Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann and Sen. Daniel Inouye yesterday 
said the buses are an example of how the 
stimulus program is working for Hawaii. 

"For those who may question why our federal 
government has to help our cities and our states, 
look no further than our bus system," 
Hannemann said during a dedication ceremony 
at Honolulu Hale yesterday. "What better way to 
demonstrate that ongoing commitment that we 
have to be able to have the latest technology, 
the latest equipment all combined into one so 
that our drivers can continue to serve with 
aloha." 

The 20 New Flyer 60-foot buses are made 
primarily in Minnesota. They cost the city about 
$975,000 each. In contrast, a standard 40-foot 
clean diesel transit bus costs the city about 
$395,000. The purchase will expand the city's 
hybrid fleet to 70 buses. The city has about 530 
buses overall. 

The hybrid bus purchase appears to meet several 
goals of American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act transportation spending, including improving 
public transit and reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. They are expected to be used on 
urban routes that require frequent starts and 
stops. That would maximize their fuel efficiency 
and emission benefits, said city transportation 
Director Wayne Yoshioka. 

"Hybrids, where they really shine, is on the 
congested routes and where the clean diesels 
really shine is in the long hauls," Yoshioka said 
yesterday. "What we are really seeking is an 
environmentally friendly solution and in the case 
of the hybrids, in an urban area, you're going to 
get better fuel mileage and you're going to get 
cleaner emission." 

However, there is still debate over whether the 
more expensive hybrid buses provide greater 
long-term economic and environmental benefits 
than buying the cheaper, cleaner-running diesel 
buses. 

After the bus dedication, the topic turned to 
politics and the city's rail project. Inouye 
responded to a reporters questions about 
whether it would be appropriate for Hannemann 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20100402NEWS09/4020355/First  of 20 new ... Page 1 of 2 
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to leave office before the end of his term to run 
for governor, as he is expected to do. Former 
Congressman Neil Abercrombie , who's also 
running for governor, has said that Hannemann 
should remain in office to ensure that the city's 
planned $5.3 billion commuter rail project gets 
off the ground. 

"You can't see everything through," said Inouye, 
who has been a key congressional supporter of 
Honolulu's planned elevated rail line. "There's 
certain projects that go on forever, like 
transportation, and as long as you can start a 
program on its way that should suffice." 

Reach Sean Hao at shao@honoluluadvertiser.com  

Advertisement 
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Your daughter insists 
on wearing her princess 
costume to the grocery 
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Inouye sure rail project on track 
Hannemann's possible departure will not matter, the senator says 

By B.J. Reyes   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 02, 2010 

U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye said he believes the city's rail transit project has enough momentum to survive 
should Mayor Mufi Hannemann decide to leave office two years early and make a run for the governor's 
office this fall. 

Hawaii's senior senator was among the guests yesterday as the city dedicated the first of 20 new hybrid 
buses bought with $20.4 million in federal stimulus funds. 

Inouye praised Hannemann's work with federal officials to get the funding for the new 60-foot buses, 
which can carry about 100 people, compared with 59 passengers in a regular 40-foot bus being used 
now. 

"I want to say congratulations to all of you, but this is just the beginning," Inouye told a small group of 
mostly city officials that had gathered for the dedication. 

He added, "I would predict that in not too long you'll be dedicating a speed rail all the way from the Ewa 
side to Aiea." 

Speaking to reporters afterward, Inouye said he felt the rail project had gathered enough momentum to 
survive a change in leadership at City Hall. 

"You can't see everything through," he said. "There are certain projects that go on forever, like 
transportation. As long as you can start a program on its way, that should suffice. 

"I can assure you that it's got enough momentum right now." 

Although he has been campaigning and raising money statewide, Hannemann has been coy about saying 
whether he would enter the governor's race, as many expect. He has said he will make a decision before 
the state Democratic Party Convention on May 28. 

His main Democratic rival in the primary would be former U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie, who has said 
Hannemann should remain in office to ensure that the rail project moves forward. 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Inouye+sure+rail+project+on.. . 4/2/2010 
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Abercrombie's campaign declined comment yesterday. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/news/20100402_Inouye_sure_rail_project_on_track.html  

I  I  Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Friday, April 2,2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 02, 2010 

Rail will save drivers millions in gas costs 

A number of letter writers like to complain about the cost of the new rail system. Do they 
ever consider how dearly Oahu will pay if we do not get serious about fighting traffic 
congestion by building rail? 

The Texas Transportation Institute's latest study calculated that Honolulu burned an 
additional 7 million gallons of gas in 2007 from needless traffic delays. Those wasted 
gallons of gas became greenhouse gases that harmed our environment by accelerating 
global warming. 

Roadway congestion burdened Honolulu's businesses with nearly $200 million in extra 
costs in 2007, according to the institute. That money didn't go to worker salaries, or 
buying better equipment or improving customer service. 

Individual commuters felt the pinch in their bank accounts, too. The institute figured that 
Oahu drivers paid about $500 more a year in vehicle maintenance, fuel costs, parking and 
other expenses because of congestion. 

Kathryn Acorda 
Honolulu 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Saturday, April 3, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 03, 2010 

Divert rail funds to treating water 

Water is one of man's greatest needs for survival. Both clean drinking water and treated 
wastewater are important to our environment. 

Our state legislators should use the $1 billion-plus reserved for the fixed-rail system toward the 
construction of secondary treatment plants as required by federal law, for it benefits all our 
residents and tourists. The rail system will benefit only a small number of residents on the 
Leeward side who would actually get out of their cars and use the rail system to get to and from 
work. 

The treated water can be used for agriculture, parks, school lawns, golf courses, etc. -- the way 
many cities on the mainland use their secondary treated water. 

Wilbert W.W. Wong, Sr. 

Kaneohe 
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Posted on: Sunday, April 4, 2010 

State agency urged to 
shape up 

Suzanne Roig 

The state must get its State Historic Preservation 
Division in order now before millions of dollars 
pour in for the city's rail project and construction 
work starts up, lawmakers said yesterday. 

At the first public discussion on the possible loss 
of federal funding at the SHPD due to a critical 
federal audit, lawmakers pushed the state to 
heed the recommendations outlined by the 
National Parks Service critique. 

"Ifs important for rail," Sen. Clayton Hee, D-23rd 
(Kaneohe, Kahuku), chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Water, Land Agriculture 
and Hawaiian Affairs, said during a briefing at 
the Capitol. 

"We're interested in a solution. The parks service 
study is very good. It points out deficiencies and 
clear lines of remedy. It puts the state on notice. 
These are all important things to move forward." 

The National Parks Service last month put the 
department on "high risk" status because of 
shortcomings largely related to staffing and 
availability of information on important historic 
and cultural sites. 

The parks service gave the agency two years to 
meet turnaround goals or face the loss of grant 
money. 

This fiscal year, $1.1 million in matching federal 
grants was given to the division, which is part of 
the state Department of Land and Natural 
Resources. Losing that funding also could put the 
state at risk of losing out on additional federal 
economic stimulus money, Hee said. 

Federal and state officials will meet again 
Wednesday to discuss the next step and how to 
begin making corrective actions, said DLNR 
director Laura H. Thielen. 

She also said that many of the concerns outlined 
in the 138-page federal report have been 
addressed. 

Among the possible solutions raised yesterday by 
lawmakers, Thielen and a university professor 
were: 

• Investigating possible establishment of a tribal 
office locally to oversee Hawaii cultural 
preservation. Around the country there are 
offices set up by the National Historic 
Preservation Act to ensure preservation of native 
cultural artifacts. 

• Obtaining technical help from the National 
Parks Service to create an online database of 
historic and cultural sites identified or reviewed 
by SHPD. 
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• Restructuring the state program, including 
allowing those with Hawaiian studies degrees to 
be qualified workers under federal standards. 

"The National Park Service is saying this is it or 
else you meet the consequences," Hee said. "The 
line has been drawn in the sand by the National 
Park Service." 

Federal vs. state 

should be filled with people passionate about 
saving slices of history. 

"The problem goes back years and years," Mason 
said. "Ifs reached a crescendo and the problems 
pointed out in the report have been recognized 
for years. Everyone will have to work together to 
solve the problem, including the private sector." 

Reach Suzanne Roig at 
sroig@honoluluadvertiser.corn. 

Thielen told lawmakers, however, that if the 
state only makes the corrections necessary to 
meet federal concerns, the state's mission may 
suffer. The office reviews construction projects r 
eferred by the counties for historic relevance 
and oversees the reburial of iwi, human remains 
considered sacred by some Native Hawaiians. 

The division's work mainly involves federal 
projects and the National Historic Preservation 
Act, projects such as military construction. 

"I'm concerned about state programs that are run 
with limited staff," Thielen said. "We have to 
prioritize our choices. 

"Frankly, we can't do 100 percent of both to meet 
the federal mandate. I'm being brutally honest 
here. We can't do both." 

The main criticism of the SHPD program is that it 
is inadequately staffed. Thielen said that's 
because of budget cuts, but the National Park 
Service said these issues date to 2002, long 
before current economic woes prevailed. 

The division has long been plagued by staff 
turnover, including a recent exodus in personnel 
that has left the division devoid of any kind of 
institutional knowledge, according to several 
people who testified yesterday. 

Of the 27 positions authorized for SHPD, only 14 
are filled. 

Glenn Mason, an architect, said the division 

Advertisement 
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Telework arrives in isles, but more ought to try it 
By Cliff Miyake 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 04, 2010 

For the last year the commute time between Susan Shepherd's Kailua home and her office has been 
considerably reduced. Each morning, instead of fighting traffic, she simply walks a few steps from her 
bedroom to her home office at the other end of the house. Shepherd, a vice president at Comtel, a 
Honolulu-based communication technology company, couldn't be happier. 

Just from the commute alone she saves seven to eight hours a week—a full workday. "It's quiet at home 
and I'm more productive," says Shepherd, "because I'm not distracted by hustle and bustle of the office." 

According to Comtel founder Lou Darnell, one-third of his company's 15 employees telecommute. 
Darnell says that the technology has advanced to the point where employees can easily collaborate, 
share documents and have phone access from anywhere in the world. One of Comtel's employees even 
telecommutes from Toronto. 

I believe it's high time we look to telework as an environmental and traffic solution for the Aloha State. 
Even if we build an elevated or light rail transit, it will be years until it comes online. In the meantime, 
traffic will only get worse. If we can get even a small percentage of state government workers or staff 
from some of our larger companies off the road, it will go a long way to unclog the freeways. 

The good news is that some entities are moving forward. 

The City and County of Honolulu is setting up videoconferencing gear at fire and police headquarters 
and substations where large numbers of first responders can congregate virtually instead of driving to 
meetings. Smaller organizations are in a more advanced state. Mark Service, who runs Honolulu-based 
Akamai Practice Management, a firm that provides administrative services to physicians, says that two-
thirds of his 38 employees telecommute daily from home or the company's Kapolei office. It's not just a 
matter of saving them the hassle of driving downtown, says Service. "We couldn't hire them if they had 
to drive to town." 

Other local outfits such as HEMIC, an insurance company; Bendet, Fidell, Sakai and Lee, a Honolulu 
law firm; and the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii all have employees who telecommute regularly. 

These are just a few examples of firms that deploy teleworkers, but I sense the movement is growing. 

Shepherd says the benefits of working out of her home are manifold. At 5 p.m. she often takes a break 
by walking down Kailua Beach. She says, "I'm in better shape than when I worked downtown. I have 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Telework+arrives+in+isles%.. . 4/5/2010 
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more time to exercise and have lost weight. My blood pressure and cholesterol have never been better." 

Cliff Miyake, general manager in Honolulu for tw telecom, can be reached at 
Cliff.Miyake@twtelecom.com .  

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/business/20100404_Telework_arrives_in_isles_but_more_ought_totry_it . html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Price of Runway Encroachment Fix Still Unknown 

Reported by: Andrew Pereira 
Email:  apereirakhon2.com   
Last Update: 4/05 5:58 pm 

Solving the rail transit project's runway encroachment issue at Honolulu International Airport will cost 
taxpayers money. But just how much the city still doesn't know? 

To really talk about any kind of cost right now is premature," said city Transportation Services 
Director Wayne Yoshioka. 

Yoshioka says a group of employees from city, state, and federal agencies are in the midst of 
determining the best option for complying with an FAA runway protection zone that the $5.3 billion 
rail project must comply with. 

Currently a 30-foot high rail station planned at the intersection of Aolele Street and Lagoon Drive 
comes too close to one of the runways at the airport. 

Yoshioka said the Federal Aviation and Federal Transit Administrations asked the city not to discuss 
the cost associated with fixing the problem until the working group comes out with its final 
recommendations. 

And we've agreed to do that," said Yoshioka, "so we're not going discuss any of the alternatives or 
any timelines or things like that." 

The city has two viable options to remain in compliance with the runway protection zone: Move the 
proposed rail station at Aolele Street and Lagoon Drive mauka or extend a runway in the opposite 
direction. 

Council members are hoping to find out just how much either solution will cost. 

The step that we're really looking for right now," said Council Chairman Todd Apo, is what impact does this have for the entire 
project?" 

As part of the environmental review process, the FTA is constantly reviewing the city's rail transit financial plan as it considers a full 
funding grant agreement worth up to $1.55 billion. 

The cost of solving the runway protection zone issue will be another factor in the federal agency's financial stress test. 

1 of 2 	 4/6/2010 11:01 AM 
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Price of Runway Encroachment Fix Still Unknown - KHON2.com 	 http://www.khon2.com/news/local/story/Price-of-Runway-Encroachment-Fix-Still-Unknown/ofu...  

If this factor takes us upside down on that then it's going to be a problem for the project," said Apo. But at least everything I'm 
hearing that's not where we're at yet." 

Yoshioka said the FTA won't release the final environmental impact statement on rail until the runway encroachment issue is solved. 

This is one of the issues that need to be resolved and I think it should be," he said. 

The encouraging part is that there were several solutions identified 3 and (the working group) is looking at alternatives now and 
seeing which one is the most appropriate." 

Council members who sit on the Transportation Committee will be briefed on the runway encroachment issue this Thursday at 
Honolulu Hale. 

Have a news tip? Contact Andrew Pereira at 368-7273. 

2 of 2 	 4/6/2010 11:01 AM 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Monday, April 5, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 05, 2010 

Need for rail obvious on Oahu 

I cannot believe there is any debate on an elevated rail system on Oahu. 

On a recent business trip to Honolulu, I found the daily traffic and commuting challenges 
ridiculous. I spent 1.5 hours driving from my hotel in Waikiki to my business contacts in 
Waipahu. Then, I had another 1.5-hour commute returning to my hotel. Traffic is unbearable, yet 
there is no reasonable alternative. 

Other major cities I travel to have rail systems that I use. After work, I have time to spend my 
money in local restaurants and shop. I had no such time in Honolulu; my extra time and energy 
were exhausted sitting in traffic. 

The rail system will get you up and out of traffic. Without it, I will not return to Honolulu as a 
tourist and will avoid returning for business. I hope this message is a wake-up call for the 
debaters. Get rail going and return to paradise; now you just have traffic. 

Debbie Kipper 

Shawnee Mission, Kan. 
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Posted on: Tuesday, April 6, 2010 

Letters to the Editor 
Candidate says rail answer isn't simple 

I want to clarify an important detail in the article, "Lieutenant governor candidates air ideas," 
(March 28). The article refers to me as the only candidate to oppose the Honolulu rail project. 

The question as put to me on rail required a "yes" or "no" response, and there are many shades of 
gray in this complicated matter. It's just not that simple and your readers and the general public 
deserve a more concise answer. 

In fact, I support mass transit as described by the O'ahu Coalition for Affordable, Flexible 
Transit. This group includes members of the American Institute of Architects Hawai'i, the 
League of Women Voters Honolulu, and Hawai'i Advocates For Consumer Rights. They make 
the case for" construction of the most technologically advanced, affordable, flexible, convenient, 
and safest mass transit system within the limited means of O'ahu's small tax base." 

All agree that we must build a transportation system that will relieve the daily gridlock. For this 
to happen, all of the known planning and environmental issues must be dealt with before ground 
is broken on the $5-plus billion rail line. Failing this, we risk yet another Superferry debacle. 

Rep. Lyla Berg 
Honolulu 
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Today's KPUA Program Schedule: 

02:00AM Wall Street Journal This Morning 

04:00AM First Light 

06:00AM America In The Morning with Jim 

Bohannon 

09:00AM Community Forum 

10:00AM Rush Limbaugh 

01:00PM Dr. Dean Edell 

01:45PM Major League Baseball 

San Francisco Giants vs Houston Astros   

Giants Baseball 

04:00PM Sports Byline with Ron Barr 

Joined in progress 

07:00PM Coast to Coast 

Click here for showtimes  
& complete program lineup.   

National News 	 The plan will include a station for the planned rail transit 

World News 	 system and a $32 million technology center. 
Sports  
Business 	 Helber Hastert & Fee has been hired under a $234,000 
Strange Reports 	 contract to help the community college develop the 
Entertainment 	long-range development plan. 
rSeaRT,SILiNK Say- 
NCAA Tournament 	 Consultant Tom Fee says the transit station would become 
San Francisco Giants  
San Francisco 49ers 	 "a gateway to the campus" in Kalihi. 

Oakland Raiders  
University of Hawaii 	According to Fee, there hasn't been any new construction at 
ESPN 	  the community college since the campus center and library 
Pi-llgis_TAAT.10/9`5,—  were completed in the late 1970s. 

Back to Hawaii News index 

Posted: Tuesday, April 6th, 2010 4:55 AM HST 

Honolulu Community College getting new 
master plan 

By Associated Press 

HONOLULU (AP) — A new master plan is being drawn up for 
Honolulu Community College. 
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About $3.4 million in planning and design money has been 
appropriated for the Advanced Technology Training Center. 
But the school must go back to the Legislature for 
construction money. 

  

KPUA 
1145 Kilauea Ave 

Hilo, Hawaii 96720 
PH: 808 935-5461 
FAX: 808 935-7761 

(Copyright 2010 Associated Press. All rights reserved) 
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Rail Could Remove Urban Blight 

Reported by: Andrew Pereira 
Email:  apereirakhon2.com   
Last Update: 7:58 am 

STORY SUMMARY>» 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann said Tuesday transit oriented development has the potential to reshape 
Honolulu into a city citizens could brag about. 

With transit oriented development and the way we have seen it in other parts of the United States we 
would have a very beautiful system and a city that we could show off to visitors around the world," 
said the mayor. 

Hannemann made his comments during a town hall meeting at Farrington High School in Kalihi that 
focused on development along the proposed $5.3 billion rail system. 

Hannemann began his presentation by calling the Nimitz Highway corridor that leads to and from 
Waikiki "shameful." 

"I shame about that corridor coming down Nimitz Highway," said the mayor. In many ways it's 
disgraceful." 

The city is hoping the 20-mile long rail line, from East Kapolei to Ala Moana, will attract developers 
who will invest tens of millions of dollars to build new housing and retail space. 

So far the response from the private sector has been at best lukewarm. Councilman Donovan Dela 
Cruz believes developers are taking a wait-and-see approach. 

"Once rail actually starts to get built than you actually see developers stepping up to the plate, because they can see that it's real," 
said Dela Cruz. They don't want to take any gambles; they're businessman and the want to make sure that it's going to really 
happen." 

Under current guidelines housing developments that spring up along the rail line would have to set designate 30 percent of their units 
as affordable housing. 

Planning and Permitting director David Tanoue says that's the one issue that could be keeping developers on the sidelines. 
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Some of the burden that's put on development is the affordable housing requirements," said Tanoue, "(so) how we can overcome 
those challenges so that these projects can make sense and move forward." 

During the town hall meeting the city's transit oriented development administrator said every one of the twenty-one stations along the 
rail line would have its own distinct character. 

"We want to make sure that we create policies that enhance the role of those communities," said Wade. Leeward Community College 
and the new UH West campus, (those will be) primarily educational centers." 

Have a news tip? Contact Andrew Pereira at 368-7273. 
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Transit Oriented Development (TOD) will be 
the topic of discussion as Honolulu Mayor 
Mufi Hannemann invites the public to an 
island-wide  Town Hall Meeting  this evening, 
April 6th, to be held at the Farrington High 
School Auditorium at 6 p.m. 

Don't Buy Wrinkle Creams! 
Until you read our reviews. Top 
wrinkle creams of 2010 rated 
for results and value. Try them 
now.  Learn more  

Mortgage APRs Hit 3.62% 
Only 85,000 homeowners have 

Aside from receiving an update about the 
City and County of Honolulu's TOD program, 
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Transit villages concept introduced at Mayor's 2nd 
Honolulu rail meeting 
Posted: Apr 06, 2010 9:42 PM HST 
Updated: Apr 06, 2010 10:59 PM HST 

By Mari-Ela David - bio I email   

KALIHI (HawaiiNewsNow) - Honolulu's rail planners are 
trying to get more people involved in shaping the 
neighborhoods along the future rail line. 

At Farrington High School in Kalihi on Tuesday night, 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann was asking for ideas.. 

One of the highlights of the town hall meeting is what's 
called transit-oriented development (TOD). Among the 
areas the city is looking at building TOD's is West Loch, 
Pearl ridge and Ala Moana. 

A panel of experts, some of whom worked on TOD 
projects on the mainland, gave insight on the benefits of 
TOD's. 

Renderings showed how they'd look like at the rail stop 
in Pearl ridge Center, near Sumida Farm, at Kaonohi 
Street in Aiea, and the future University of Hawaii West 
Oahu Campus in Kapolei. 

TOD's are transit villages, designed so that home, work, 
and play is just a walking distance, or a rail stop away. 

Experts say pedestrian-friendly TOD's could save drivers 
money. 

"Maybe {Honolulu residents} can actually just not have 
two cars, and only have one. That's real dollars in 
people's pockets," said Jeremy Liu, one of the panel 
experts. 

use it if it takes me where I need to go but it 
certainly doesn't replace cars," said Noel Mau, a Kalihi 
resident. 

The concept is widespread on the mainland, but new to 
Hawaii. 

Public reaction was mixed. 

We want to make sure that businesses and residents, its like a live and work, that 
we preserve the neighborhoods the way they want it to be," said Mau. 

"I used to live in a city where I took rail all the time so that's why I think its a 
wonderful idea," said Terry Leong, a Pearl City resident. 

Mayor Hannemann says TOD's can be used as a vehicle to bring private sector dollars 
to Honolulu's $5 billion-plus rail project. 

Its going to motivate investors to look at these areas where there's going to be a 
critical mass of transit riders and that's why TOD has worked very well on the 
mainland," said Mayor Hannemann. 

The mayor says the Honolulu rail project is just one federal approval away from 
heading to the governor's desk. 

There is a snag - the airport issue still has not been resolved. The Federal Aviation 
Administration warned the city that the rail route may run too close to the runway 
protection zone at the Honolulu International Airport. 

At Tuesday night's meeting, the Mayor said the issue will soon be resolved, but would 
not give an exact timeline. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved. 
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Which Cities Save Commuters the Most With Public Transport? 
With gas prices going up again it might be worth it to consider public transportation instead. 

In some cities, it's a better exchange than others, according to the American Public Transportation Association's monthly transit savings report. 

The average price for regular fuel in the U.S. has risen to $2.83 a gallon — nine cents higher than a 

month ago and about 80 cents higher than a year ago. Factor in the cost of parking and New York 

City residents save the most by opting for mass transit: $1,149 a month and $13,784 a year. 

Both Boston and San Francisco residents also, on average, save more than $1,000 a month by 

using public transportation, according to the report. Nationally, public transit riders save about 

$9,293 a year and about $774 each month. 

There were some surprises in the list of top 20 cities for saving. Some relatively smaller cities, 

such as Cleveland, Minneapolis and Honolulu all ranked in the top 15, allowing citizens to save 

between $800 and $900 a month. 
The joy of saving money, New York-style. 

The more populated Washington, D.C., meanwhile, fell relatively low on the list in 15th place, with 

residents saving $757 a month. And in last place, Pittsburg, where locals could save $681 a month or $8,174 a year if they opt for mass transit instead. 

To be sure, public transportation has its downsides, for example, crowded trains and buses, the lack of functioning escalators and no cell phone service 

underground. And the crowds are likely to be even worse — and the prices higher — this year as transit systems make cuts and raise fares to adjust 

for battered state and local budgets. 

To calculate how much you would save, if any, here's a handy tool from the public-transportation association. 

Below are the top 20 cities for savings and how much a consumer can expect to save per month: 
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1. New York $1,149 

2. Boston $1,032 

3. San Francisco $1,015 

4. Chicago $955 

5. Seattle $938 

6. Philadelphia $928 

7. Honolulu $894 

8. Los Angeles $839 

9. San Diego $827 

10. Minneapolis $826 

11. Denver $804 

12. Portland $803 

13. Cleveland $803 

14. Baltimore $786 

15. Washington $757 

16. Miami $754 

17. Dallas $736 

18. Atlanta $724 

19. Las Vegas $719 

20. Pittsburgh $681 

Copyright 2008 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved 
This copy is for your personal, non-commercial use only. Distribution and use of this material are governed by our Subscriber Agreement and by copyright law. For non-personal use or to order 

multiple copies, please contact Dow Jones Reprints at 1-800-843-0008 or visit 
www.djreprints.com  
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Reader 
respect 
APR 7, 2010 I  0  SHARE 

I would like to thank Honolulu Weekly for publishing Adrienne LaFrance's 

straightforward, objective article about the impacts in the rail EIS ["Rail 

Uncovered," 3/31]. The paper and its editors have enough faith in the 

audience to let us evaluate the EIS information ourselves and draw our 

own conclusions. 

Jackie Ho 
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There are dozens of permits—in addition to those involving space around 

and above runways at Honolulu International Airport—that the City will 

have to secure before its proposed $5.8 billion rail project can be 

completed. 

Anti-rail (and anti-Hannemann) contingencies point to this list of as yet 

unresolved permitting requirements as proof of poor planning on the part 

of the City, whose transit leaders counter that the permitting process is 
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tiered and timed meticulously. 

You don't get every permit all at one time," said Honolulu Managing 

Director Kirk Caldwell. "They're sequential. You get this one, you get that 

one and then you move onto the next one. It's kind of like how the Final 

Environmental Impact Statement is a form of a permit. Before it's 

accepted, you can't get the notice to proceed, which is again another 

form of permit." 

According to City records, Honolulu transit officials have already 

submitted applications to the State Department of Health for permits 

pertaining to noise, and gotten some promises from military agencies for 

speedy approval regarding construction near waterways. 

But as the City continues to give a multi-agency technical staff the time 

and space to explore alternatives to the current route (read: no comment 

to reporters or the public while they figure it out), without providing a 

timeline as to how long their exploration will take, it's anyone's guess 

when the next permit applications will be submitted. 

The technical reassessment comes after a meeting last month that 

brought together officials from the City, State, Federal Aviation 

Administration and Federal Transit Administration to discuss the proposed 

rail route's encroachments on runway protection zones and navigable 

airspace at Honolulu International Airport. 

The City has divided its list of necessary permits into four chronological 

phases: preliminary engineering phase, construction phase, operation 
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RED MEAT 

TRANSLATION 

Section 404 of 
1977's Clean Water 
Act regulates the 
discharge of 
dredged and filled 
materials into 
waters of the United 
States. 

Section 401 of 
1977's Clean Water 
Act pertains to 
water quality 
standards. Under 
Section 401, States 
and Tribes can 
review and approve, 
condition, or deny 
all Federal permits 
or licenses that 
might result in a 
discharge to State 
or Tribal waters, 
including wetlands. 

GRANTING AGENCY 

U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, 
Regulatory 
Branch; 
Environmental 
Protection 
Agency 

Hawaii 
Department of 
Health, Clean 
Water Branch 

WHAT'S NEXT? 

City will submit 
application prior to 
construction of the 
project. 

City will submit 
application prior to 
construction of the 
project. 

TYPE OF 
PERMIT 

CWA Section 
404 

CWA Section 
401 

CWA Section Under the Clean 	Hawaii 
402 	 Water Act of 1977, Department of 

General application 
submitted by City. 

The City's to-do list >> Honolulu Weekly 
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phase and final design phase. Honolulu Weekly examined the most 

recent permitting information submitted in the October 2009 Final 

Environmental Impact Statement, which the Weekly obtained through 

federal a Freedom of Information Act request, and has yet to be approved 

by the FTA. City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka says the 

permitting information therein remains "inclusive" and up-to-date. Here's a 

look at what permits the City seeks to secure in its preliminary 

engineering phase, as listed in that document. 

Weekly Cartoons 
brought to you 

by: 

Pritchett 
CARTOONS 

Preliminary engineering phase 
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TYPE OF 
PERMIT TRANSLATION GRANTING AGENCY WHAT'S NEXT? 

a permit is 	 Health, Clean 
necessary for a 	Water Branch 
project that involves 
the discharge of 
pollutants into 
waters of the U.S. 

Stream 
channel 
alteration 
permit 

Permit required for 
permanent or 
temporary 
man-made 
alterations to 
stream channels. 

Department of 
Land and Natural 
Resources, Water 
Commission 

City will submit 
application prior to 
construction of the 
project. 

Section 10 	Section 10 of the 
bridge permit Rivers and Harbors 

Act of 1899 requires 
the regulation of all 
work on structures 
other than bridges 
or causeways that 
affect the course, 
condition or 
capacity of 
navigable waters of 
the United States. 
The proposed rail 
plan will encroach 
on .08 acres of U.S. 
water. 

U.S. Department 
of Homeland 
Security; U.S. 
Coast Guard; 
U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers 

City will submit 
application prior to 
construction of the 
project; U.S. Coast 
Guard has provided 
advanced approval. 

Two CSM 
permits 

Special 
management 
area 

Under 1972's 
Coastal Zone 
Management 
Program, states are 
primarily 
responsibly for 
protecting their 
coastlines. The 
program requires 
direct federal 
activities to be 
consistent with 
approved state 
coastal programs. 

Pertaining to 
planned UH-Manoa 
and Waikiki 

Hawaii State 
Department of 
Business, 
Economic 
Development and 
Tourism, Office 
of Planning 

Department of 
Planning and 
Permitting, Land 

City will submit one 
application prior to 
construction of the 
project; City will 
submit another 
following submittal 
of FTA New Starts 
funding application. 

City will submit 
application; Public 
hearing to take 
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TYPE OF 
PERMIT TRANSLATION 

extensions. 

GRANTING AGENCY 	WHAT'S NEXT? 

Use Permits 	place soon after 
Division 	 Final EIS is 

available. 

Special 
district permit 

The 1972 Hawaii 
Capital Special 
District stipulates a 
variety of height 
and zoning 
regulations with 
regard to 
development in 
downtown Honolulu. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Permitting, Land 
Use Permits 
Division 

City will submit 
application when 
the project design is 
in the vicinity of 
Chinatown. 

Permits from HCDA, 
a State agency that 
coordinates public 
and private 
development. 

Permits pertain to 
existing City storm 
sewer system: 
construction, 
dewatering, 
operation, right-
of-way access for 
project construction. 

City will submit 
application when 
the project design in 
vicinity of Kakaako. 

City and Hawaii 
Department of 
Transportation 
working on master 
agreement to be 
completed prior to 
construction in 
highway and airport 
property; City 
working with 
University to secure 
easement; City will 
seek an easement 
on Navy property. 

Project 
eligibility 
permit and 
development 
permit 

Three permits 
regarding 
storm drain 
connection to 
MS4 

Hawaii 
Community 
Development 
Authority 

Hawaii 
Department of 
Transportation; 
University of 
Hawaii; U.S. 
Navy 
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ISLAND COMMENTARIES I RAIL TRANSIT 

 

Engineers will do their part to ensure that the rail system is safe and 
effective 
By John H. Katahira 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 07, 2010 

Honolulu's rail transit supporters and opponents could debate forever. With every good point raised, there is very likely a valid counterpoint to 
contradict it. Meanwhile, our traffic congestion grows worse with each new car purchased. 

Hawaii's engineering industry has avoided public debates because there are endless opinions and no "silver bullets" when it comes to resolving 
traffic problems. 

Even our best and most experienced engineers have differing opinions on significant issues such as route, technology and visual impact. However, 
this should not stop our community from moving forward. 

The American Council of Engineering Companies of Hawaii (ACEC-Hawaii) consists of 65 local engineering companies and represents more than 
1,350 employees. 

ACEC-Hawaii is the business association of Hawaii's engineering industry. Our organizational leaders are also leaders of their respective 
businesses. 

Being effective leaders, we understand and appreciate how difficult it is to make tough business decisions. We identify the problem, introduce 
alternatives, analyze alternatives and make recommendations to advance our businesses. Ultimately, it is the process that allows effective leaders to 
make critical decisions, move forward and make necessary adjustments along the way. 

When it comes to rail, our government should do the same and rely on their project process: planning (which often includes an environmental 
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impact statement), design and construction. 

Honolulu's rail project will be one of the largest projects in Honolulu's history. The ramifications are great. Still, we need to trust the process. 

Since 2005, the City and County of Honolulu has made more than 600 public presentations to share planning concepts and gather public concerns 
on topics such as route, technology, ridership, cost and environmental impacts. 

In November 2006, the city completed its Alternatives Analysis Report and the City Council's Transportation Committee held seven public 
meetings across Oahu to engage the public. 

In 2007, the City Council vetted and voted in favor of a fixed guideway system that has become the rail project. 

In November 2008, Honolulu residents voted in favor (53 percent) of the proposed rail project. 

The draft environmental impact statement was completed in November 2008. In addition to the mandatory 45-day public review and comment 
period, five public meetings were held to gather public input. 

Over the last five years, there have been many opportunities for public involvement. It is now time to trust the process, move forward — with our 
eyes wide open — and make the most of a project that will shape Honolulu's future. 

When it comes to solving Hono-lulu's traffic problems there may never be a perfect solution that will gain 100 percent acceptance. 

Until then, we at ACEC-Hawaii will do our part to ensure that our community has a safe and effective public transit system. 

John H. Katahira is president of the American Council of Engineering Companies-Hawaii, a volunteer-based and nonprofit organization; he 
submitted this commentary on behalf of ACEC-Hawaii. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.comieditorials/20100407_Engineers_will_do_their_part  to_ensure_that_the_rail_system_is_safe_and_effective.html 
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Posted on: Friday, April 9, 2010 

Honolulu will move 
rail route by 300 feet 
to avoid airport zone 

Route to be moved 300 feet to 
resolve interference issue 

Sean Hao 

The city plans to change the route of its 
proposed elevated commuter train to avoid 
interfering with airspace at the Honolulu 
International Airport. 

The city had hoped to keep the 20-mile, East 
Kapolei-to-Ala Moana alignment unchanged. 
However, a portion of the four-story train track 
and a station planned near the intersection of 
Aolele Street and Lagoon Drive were too close to 
the end of two airport runways to allow for safe 
takeoffs and landings. 

Moving the runways would be too expensive for 
the city, so the mayor has opted to make an 
adjustment in the route. The train will still have 
a stop near the airport. 

The city hopes that the route change won't 
require a supplemental environmental impact 
study or any added City Council vote of approval. 

Those actions could further delay the project, 
which was to have broken ground in December. 
The city has said it hopes to break ground 
sometime this year. 

"I think everyone believes that this is a practical 
and reasonable solution," city transportation 
Director Wayne Yoshioka said during testimony 
before the city council's transportation 
committee. "This is a proposal from the city to 
FTA (Federal Transit Administration). They have 
to look at it and they have the ability to accept it 
or reject it." 

Under the city's proposal, the train's route would 
shift from Aolele Street mauka about 300 feet 
starting about 2,000 feet 'ewa of Lagoon Drive. 

The plan was detailed in a letter from Mayor 
Mufi Han nemann to the FTA released by the city 
yesterday. The letter was sent Monday. 
Construction in the airport area likely would not 
occur until 2014 at the earliest. 

"This is great news that shows significant 
progress toward breaking ground on this badly 
needed project that is so important for O'ahu's 
future," Hannemann said in a news release. 

The rail project cannot proceed until the airport 
issue is resolved, and Gov. Linda Lingle has 
signed off on the project's final environmental 
impact study, which has not yet been completed. 

Uncertain cost 

Just how much the route change will cost and 
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how nearby business and property owners will be 
affected is still under study, Yoshioka said. 
However, any added costs can be absorbed 
within the project's current $5.3 billion budget, 
he said. 

The new route would partially run along Ualena 
Street and traverse an industrial area owned 
primarily by the airport. 

The airport, which is run by the state, had 
supported the current route, but wanted the city 
to conduct further impact studies. The city 
yesterday provided state transportation Director 
Bren non Morioka with the letter sent to the FTA 
Monday. 

"We're happy to see the process is moving 
along," Morioka said yesterday. "The DOT will 
continue to work with the city as they finish their 
evaluations of their route through airport 
property to help bring their study to a 
conclusion." 

The City Council voted in January 2009 to divert 
the path of the train from Salt Lake to the 
airport. That change adds about $220 million to 
the cost of the 20-mile East Kapolei-to-Ala 
Moana project, but is expected to generate 
higher ridership and greater community 
acceptance. 

The city didn't notify the council about the issue 
sooner because it hoped the airport would either 
approve of the construction or alter runway 
operations to accommodate the rail project, 
Yoshioka said. 

Seek documents 

Councilman Ikaika Anderson yesterday asked 
Yoshioka to expeditiously provide the council 
with any future documents that update the 
project's financial plan or alter the route of the 
rail. 

"When you guys are asking this council to commit 
this city and the taxpayers of this city to a 
project of this magnitude, sir, we need to be 
privy to all of the information you have, not just 
the information that you folks deem we should 
have," Anderson said. "I cannot make a vote 
based on that type of arrangement." 

Yoshioka said it was not reasonable to provide 
the council with draft documents that were 
deliberative in nature and subject to change. 

Transportation committee Chairman Gary Okino 
warned that the council shouldn't interfere with 
the city's effort to build the rail. 

"When we give a project to the executive branch, 

Several council members yesterday criticized the 
city for not disclosing the airport airspace 
problem and the city's proposed solution sooner. 

According to documents recently released by the 
state, the city was warned as early as 2006 
about height restrictions near airport runways. 
However, it wasn't until mid-2009 that it became 
clear that the city's planned route encroached on 
a runway protection zone, Yoshi-oka said. 

The extent of the problem surfaced last month 
when the FAA, FTA, state and city officials met at 
the airport to discuss how to address the 
problem. 
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we need to give them the flexibility to 
implement that project without having to be 
constrained by the legislative branch getting 
inappropriately into some of the things that 
they're doing. 

"I think we need to be aware of that and be 
reasonable in the sense of just getting the things 
that we really need." 

Reach Sean Hao at shao@honoluluadvertiser.com  
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REROUTING THE RAIL 

The caot is moving ci sericite 
of the proposed rail transit 
project near Honolulu 
Airport to satisfy safety 
concerns. 
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City to move rail's airport leg 
The FAA is concerned that the segment is set too close to a runway 

By B.J. Reyes   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 09, 2010 

The city will move a segment of its $5.3 billion rail transit project near Honolulu Airport to satisfy 
concerns that it was too close to a runway, Mayor Mufi Hannemann said yesterday. 

The change allows the Federal Transit Administration to move ahead with completion of the project's 
final environmental impact statement, Hannemann said. 

No cost estimate was available. 

The Federal Aviation Administration raised the issue, which was blamed 
for holding up the FTA's environmental analysis. 

Gov. Linda Lingle would still need to approve the EIS, once she receives it. 
Lingle plans to do her own independent study of the project's finances and 
says she will not give final approval if she believes the finances are not in 
order. 

The mitigation will relocate a portion of the project's guideway several 
hundred feet, from Aolele Street to Ualena Street, beginning about 2,000 
feet west of Lagoon Drive, and will move the Lagoon Drive rail station to 
the corner of Ualena Street and Lagoon Drive, Hannemann said. The 
alignment through the airport area will still be primarily along Aolele 
Street. 

Construction of the segment is expected to begin in 2014. The city plans to 
contact affected property owners. 

Hannemann's announcement came yesterday afternoon hours after 
members of the City Council first learned of the proposed change. 

Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka told members of the Transportation Committee about the 
change yesterday morning at their regular monthly meeting. 

Yoshioka distributed a letter from Hannemann to FTA Administrator Peter Rogoff dated Monday, 
outlining the mitigation. 
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Council members Ikaika Anderson, Romy Cachola and Ann Kobayashi questioned whether the city was 
being completely open and transparent by not sharing such information with the Council sooner. 

Anderson suggested that in the future, all communications between the city and any federal entities also 
be copied to the Council, and delivered a pointed message to Yoshioka. 

VIDEO Changes to rail transit route require businesses to move out 

The new plan moves some of the rail line one block away from the airport runway, onto Ualena street 
with the rail shift. 

[  Watch  ] 

"I would like to remind the administration, there's no way you can pay for anything unless those moneys 
are appropriated by this Council," he said. 

Yoshioka said he would check whether the Council could be copied in on all communications. 

The changes were made in collaboration with all affected parties, including the FAA, FTA, state 
Department of Transportation and city Department of Transportation Services, Yoshioka said. It was 
considered an administrative matter that did not need Council approval. 

Transportation Chairman Gary Okino said he understood the city's need to operate without Council 
interference but added, "My only caution is just to be careful." 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/news/20100409_city_to_move_rails_airport  leg.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Honolulu freeway's 
Kinau Street off- 
ramp about to get 
upgrade 

Off-ramp project will ease 
traffic to medical facilities, 
offer drivers more choices 

David Waite 

Work will begin in about two weeks on 
improvements to one of the city's busiest 
freeway off-ramps, a project officials say will 
relieve traffic in the Ward Avenue area and 
provide better access to emergency medical 
care. 

When the $8.8 million project is completed in 
about a year, east-bound motorists on H-1 
Freeway will be able to make a sharp right turn 
from the Kina'u Street off-ramp and head 
back in the 'ewa direction, linking up with 
Lusitana Street, which leads to a number of 
physician office buildings and parking garages 
on The Queen's Medical Center campus. 

State Department of Transportation Director 
Bren non Morioka said the off-ramp changes will 

provide more choices for motorists traveling 
through the area. 

"Along with providing motorists an alternate 
route to the heart of Downtown, it will also offer a 
nother route to the state's largest hospital," 
Morioka said. 

In the meantime, drivers and area residents and 
businesses will have to put up with some 
inconveniences from the construction work. 

While the project is under way, one of the two 
Kina'u Street off-ramp lanes likely will be 
closed much of the time between 8:30 a.m. and 
3:30 p.m., according to Department of 
Transportation spokeswoman Tammy Mori. 

"Yes, there will be some traffic delay or backup 
during construction," she said. "But once the 
project is finished, the dedicated right-turn lane 
should really help improve the flow through the 
area." 

Mori said nighttime construction work was 
initially considered for the project, but the idea 
was scrapped after discussions with area 
residents, many of whom live in mid- and high-
rise apartments that line the work site. 

lane closures 

Lane closures are scheduled to begin April 26. 
Police officers will be present during 
construction hours to help guide traffic through 
the area. 
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New right-turn 
lane to be added   

Karen Shigano, of Shigalicious Shave Ice and 
Snack Shop, said her customers are able to park 
in back of the store on the makai side of 
Kina'u Street. She hopes the off-ramp 
improvements don't create a lot more traffic 
through the area. 

At least eight parking spots along the mauka 
side of Kina'u Street in front of the Royal 
Kinau apartment building will be lost to make 
way for the off-ramp project, but no private land 
was taken, Mori said. 

The reduction in on-street parking concerns 
Shayna FernandezPratt, who lives on the makai 
side of Kina'u Street and sometimes parks 
in front of the Royal Kinau. 

"Every time, we get hard time finding parking," 
FernandezPratt said. "A lot of the Queen's 
people (employees) park here, too." 

To The Queen's 
"Lots of drivers are impatient with the cars 
turning into our driveway," Shigano said. "And 
when they're impatient, that's when the 
accidents happen." 

The Queen's Medical Center is contributing 
about $1.8 million to the project's cost. U.S. Sen. 
Daniel Inouye was credited with securing $7 
million in federal funds for the work. 

Advertisement 
Art Ushijima, president of The Queen's Medical 
Center, said the improvements will provide 
ambulances an alternative route to the trauma 
center. 

"In a life-or-death situation, every second 
counts," he said in a news release. "Patients 
requiring immediate care need quick and ready 
access to our emergency room. The more routes 
available, the probability of a good outcome or 
even survival greatly improves." 

Wayne Yoshioka, city transportation director, 
said the off-ramp improvements will bring 
much-needed relief to other streets in the area. 
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Reach David Waite at 
dwaite@honoluluadvertiser.corn. 
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H-1 IONA1.1 STREET OFF 
IMPROVEMENTS 

H-1 lana'a Street off-ramp 
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Honolulu rail route 
change may oust 
some Ualena Street 
shops 

Gordon  Y.K. Pang 

The scene is not the kind you'd put on a Hawaii 
postcard, but the diamondhead end of Ualena 
Street offers the kind of odd array of businesses 
typical of a Honolulu industrial community. 

A macadamia nut chocolate factory, an airplane 
parts inspection operation and a used car 
dealership are among the businesses standing 
along the mauka side of Ualena Street near the 
Honolulu International Airport. 

The makai side includes a gas station, a fine 
wood products wholesale distributor, a plate 
lunch joint and a series of automotive repair 
shops. 

All are wondering about their long-term fate 
following the city's announcement late this week 
that it intends to shift the routing of its $5.3 
billion rail-transit project from Aolele Street one 
block mauka to Ualena as it heads diamond head 
toward the Lagoon Drive intersection. 

"We were told it wasn't going to affect us, that it 
was going to go behind us," said Gary Borseth, 
manager of Architectural Woods Inc.'s Honolulu 
branch. 

Borseth said he signed a lease late last year that 
keeps him at the 15,000-square-foot warehouse 
until 2012. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced the change 
in routing on Thursday. The shift is necessary to 
address concerns raised that the four-story rail 
line would be too close to two airport runways if 
it continued too far along Aolele Street. 

It also calls for moving a planned rail station 
from the Aolele-Lagoon Drive intersection to a 
corner of Ualena and Lagoon Drive. 

The city said the switch would affect only six 
parcels owned by private property owners. 

State Transportation Director Bren non Morioka 
yesterday confirmed that all but one parcel on 
the makai side of Ualena are owned and 
managed by DOT's Airports Division. Nearly all 
the leases run out in 2012, he said. 

Future uncertain 

The city said the rail construction along Ualena 
Street won't occur until 2014, but business 
people in the area are already contemplating 
their future, even before they're told if they'll be 
forced to move out rail's way. 
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Borseth, who describes himself as a rail 
supporter, said he's excited for the transit 
project but does not relish the need to move. 

"This is a very good area for business," he said, 
adding that the company would probably look to 
relocate in the same neighborhood. 

"Ifs not an easy thing to move a business." 

Most of the other businesses along the makai 
side of the street seemed resigned to leaving. 

"If I gotta move, I gotta move. Its not like I've got 
a choice," said George Oshiro, president and 
owner of construction supply store Exacta Sales 
Inc. 

The wholesaler that employs three people plus a 
volunteer moved onto Ualena Street in 1999. At 6 
2, Oshiro said he's not in a position to retire. 

Next door, Lim's Auto Repair owner Jong Lim is 
starting to think about what he's going to do. 
"What you gonna do? Nothing you can do," said 
Lim, who's been on Ualena the past five or six 
years. 

Lim, 65, said by the time 2014 rolls around, 
"maybe I'll just close it up." Or he might offer up 
the business to a longtime employee, he said. 

Shop investment 

On the mauka side, Val Cisneros Elite Auto 
Group occupies one corner at the Lagoon Drive 
intersection. 

Cisneros took over the property 2 1/4 years ago, 
transforming the 20,000-square-foot former 
Malolo Beverages warehouse into a "one-stop 
shop" used car dealership that also does repairs, 
detailing and accessory installation. 

"I put a lot in there, a lot of sweat ... and money," 
Cisneros said. 

"It's the perfect area, we service a lot of the 
other companies around here and a lot of the 
workers drop their cars off and pick them up 
after work." 

Macadamia nut chocolate manufacturer Island 
Princess has its factory, warehouse, distribution 
center, corporate offices and even a factory 
outlet store on its leased Ualena Street property. 

It employs about 60 people and has been on its 
property 21 years, said sales manager Adrienne 
Sweeney. 

The company has put in $1.2 million in 
improvements to its facility in recent years, 

Brothers Bobby and Mel Miyano of B&B Auto 
recall when the state purchased all the land on 
the makai side of Ualena in the 1990s with the 
intention of expanding the airport. 

So the Miyano brothers, who've been on a 
month-to-month lease like Oshiro and Lim, said 
they knew they'd have to leave their property at 
some point. 

"If it happens, it happens," Mel Miyano, 57, said. 

"Ifs not like we can say anything to buck this 
thing," said Bobby Miyano, 62. 
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Sweeney said. 

"This is an important location to use because we 
utilize ground, air and ocean shipping," she said, 
noting its proximity to both the airport and 
Honolulu Harbor. The site also makes it 
convenient for customers to visit the company's 
factory outlet. 

As everyone else in the neighborhood, Island 
Princess operators don't know if they're in the 
rail's path. 

"If location changes are necessary, from a smart 
business standpoint, its always better for a 
company to make those decisions on its own 
rather than have them forced upon it," she said. 

Waiting for EIS 

City Transportation Services Director Wayne 
Yoshi-oka, in an e-mail, said a list of all right-
of-way acquisitions won't be provided until the 
project's long-anticipated final environmental 
impact statement is completed. 

"Letters have been mailed to affected property 
owners about the property acquisitions," 
Yoshioka said. "The project team will follow up 
with personal meetings and work with them 
through the acquisition process." 

Morioka, the state transportation director, said 
he has yet to see the details of the city plan but 
believes three or four state-owned parcels on 
Ualena would be affected. And of those, he said, 
a majority are currently vacant. 

Once the property owners and tenants affected 
are identified, "we'll work with the city to work 
with those tenants," Morioka said, noting that 
the state supports the move to Ualena. 

The state purchased the makai parcels in the 
early 1990s and current plans call for a cargo 
center there for air freight services. The airport 
layout plan is currently being modified, but 

providing cargo facilities is still a priority, 
Morioka said. 

Reach Gordon Y.K. Pang at 
gpang©honoluluadvertisercorn. 
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Honolulu rail changes may wipe out Ualena Street shops 
Posted: Apr 10, 2010 4:33 PM HST 
Updated: Apr 10, 2010 6:03 PM HST 

By Holly Juscen -  bio  I email  

Its bad news for businesses along Ualena street as many 
owners learn the change in the rail project will force 
them to either close their door or relocate, "I got no 
choice basically, I don't know if I have enough money to 
relocate," says Val Cisneros of Elite Auto Group 

The city announced Thursday they have found a way to 
avoid building the rail too close to the runways at 
Honolulu International Airport, but the fix requires 
relocation of a rail station to the corner of Ualena Street 
and Lagoon Drive which will ultimately change the route. 
Now some businesses along the makai side of Ualena will 
be wiped out, "maybe its time to retire. I'm not sure," 
says Bobby Miyano of B & B Automotives. 

Miyano's automotive shop has been in business for 32 
years. The shop is located right where the new rail 
station will be built. The state purchased that land back 
in the early 1990s for an airport expansion that never 
happened. Miyano says its a shame their shop will be 
demolished, we are getting a pretty good rent here, I 
don't think i can get this anywhere else." 

Val Cisneros's Elite Auto Body Shop is located on the 
mauka side of Ualena Street, and its still uncertain if his 
shop will be forced to close. He says either way, he 
opposes the $5.3 billion dollar project, the higher ups 
feel this is something necessary their going to do it, they 
are going to find out its a flop in years to come, it will 
be just like the Superferry." 

The city says the change in the rail project around the airport will only affect six 
private parcels in the area. More details will be revealed when the final environmental 
impact statement is complete. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved. 
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Kinau offramp project adds access to downtown 
By Gregg K. Kakesako 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 10, 2010 

Work will begin April 26 on a $8.8 million highway project that will add a third lane to the H-1 Kinau 
Street offramp, allowing motorists to turn right to head downtown. 

The project grew out of a 1999 agreement between the City Council and Queen's Medical Center. The 
hospital promised to pay for road improvements that would ease traffic congestion on Punchbowl Street, 
where Queen's wanted to build a five-story parking garage and entrance to its emergency room. 

Les Chinen, Queen's Medical Center vice president for corporate development, said 80 percent of the 
improvements will be paid by the federal government with funds secured by U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye. 
Queen's will pay for the rest of the improvements to one of the busiest offramps on Oahu. 

Residents •re are for Kinau off ramp expansion 

The Kinau off ramp expansion is hoping to ease a bottleneck and make it easier for some to get 
downtown. 

[  Watch  ] 

Chinen said the improvements "will provide another access point to the hospital rather than just the Pali 
Highway and Punchbowl Street offramps." 

He said construction will take a year, with no weekend or night work planned. 

http ://www.printthi s. cl i ckab ility . com/pt/cpt? acti on= cpt&titl e=Ki nau+offramp+proj ect+ad... 4/10/2010 
AR00079418 



Add third 
lane to 
14:luau Street 
offrarnp 
that turns 
owl° 
Lusitana 
Street 

r„ 
A 
— 

.0,44  
ter.p 

Kinau offramp project adds access to downtown - Hawaii News - Starbulletin.com 	Page 2 of 2 

There will be at least one lane from the H-1 kept open throughout the construction period, which will 
run from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. 

The third right-turn lane will be built on the makai side of the Kinau offramp. 

Art Ushijima, the Queen's Medical Center president, said through a written statement: "We apologize to 
our neighbors for any temporary inconvenience this construction project will cause. However, we 
believe that in the long term, the Ward area and our entire island community will benefit by having 
another route to our emergency department and hospital." 

He added: "In a life-and-death situation, every second counts," and "patients requiring immediate care 
need quick and ready access to our ER. The more routes available, the probability of a good outcome or 
even survival greatly improves." 

To get to Queen's from the H-1 freeway, motorists now 
have to exit on Punchbowl Street and drive back around 
on King Street to South Street to Lusitana Street, or exit 
on Kinau and turn on Ward Avenue to Beretania Street, 
then make a right on Punchbowl street to get to Queen's. 

With the Kinau offramp right-turn lane, motorists will be 
able to use Kinau Street to get to Lusitana Street. 

State Transportation Director Brennon Morioka said 
these improvements will provide more choices for 
motorists and an alternate downtown route. 

KINAU STREET OFFRAMP IMPROVEMENTS 

TAP-BULLETIN 

Chinen said there will be a loss of nine parking stalls on Kinau Street in front of the 12-story Royal 
Kinau condominium. Okada Trucking has been contracted for this project, which should be completed 
next year. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/news/2O10041  0_kinau_offra mp_project_adds_access_to_downtown. html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Sunday, April 11,2010 

Rail transit stations will revitalize Oahu 

The Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) success stories that were highlighted at the city's town 
hall meeting jibe with my own experiences as a transit professional. 

In addition to relieving traffic congestion, rail systems have delivered new jobs, new homes and 
more economic opportunity in cities such as San Diego and Houston. 

In San Diego, I saw a bustling shopping center come to life around a rail station in the middle of 
what was an empty field because of TOD. I saw new homes and condominiums spring up next to 
rail stations, offering residents easy access to affordable transit. The same holds true for systems I 
have visited in Dallas, Phoenix, New Jersey, Sacramento, San Jose, Los Angeles and many other 
cities. 

Houston's downtown was almost deserted before the rail line was built. Today, with rail as its 
centerpiece, downtown Houston has been revived into a thriving business district and visitor 
destination. TOD has also brought new condominiums to Houston, with more planned. 

I hope that Honolulu will reap similar benefits from TOD 

Duane Sayers 
Honolulu 
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Honolulu Rail project 
spokesman ready for 
the job 
Jun Mooney 
Reader Submitted 

Anybody living on Oahu has experienced being 
late because of bad traffic. For most of us it has 
become routine to wake up extra early so that 
we can avoid the morning rush. Road congestion 
isn't getting any better, hence the mayor of 
Honolulu Mufi Hannemann has launched the Rail 
project. 

Scott Ishikawa, a spokesman for the Rail project, 
spoke to our Writing for Media Class on February 
5. Ishikawa, a graduate of UH - Manoa with a 
degree in journalism, is responsible for making 
sure the word gets out to the population of Oahu 
concerning the $5 billion Rail project. 

The task at hand is daunting to most, but 
Ishikawa thrives on the challenge. Ishikawa was 
transportation reporter at the Honolulu 
Advertiser, one of the most demanding heats. H 
PU instructor John Windrow, who was Ishikawa's 
editor regarded Ishikawa as " one of the best 
reporters I've worked with in Hawaii." 

Ishikawa was inspired to pursue journalism as a 
child when he saw coverage of the attempted 

assassination of President Reagan in 1981. 
Ishikawa worked at his intermediate, high 
school, and university papers during his years as 
a student. 

Immediately after graduating from U.H. Manoa, 
Ishikawa joined the Sun Press local newspaper, 
then went on to work at the Honolulu Advertiser 
for six years. 

After working at the Advertiser, Ishikawa was a 
spokesman for Gov Linda Lingle's Department of 
Transportation. Then he worked for a short time 
at a local PR firm. Ishikawa said his journalism 
experience had served him well as a preparation 
for his later jobs. His advice to students: If you're 
restless and don't want a desk job, Journalism is 
for you. You'll learn things everyday. Work to get 
internships because you need experience and 
contacts as much as you need skills. 

Some may question whether a journalist is fit for 
public relations work, but Ishikawa firmly objects 
to that mode of thinking. He believes that 
whatever you do in your past jobs will help with 
your next one. 

Ishikawa spent so much time interviewing 
citizens, and monitoring community meetings as 
a journalist, that he has an excellent grasp of 
how the people of Hawaii think and react to 
news. Ishikawa's past experience allows him to 
convey what the government is trying to say to 
the community in layman's terms to deliver 
effective messages in everyday language. 

Ishikawa said that face to face communication is 
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the key to spreading information, and talked 
about his plans on holding community meetings 
at sites where stations for the rail are planned. 
This method of public relations that Ishikawa 
refers to as "working at the grass roots level" is 
very important. He said one could simply make 
brochures and posters, but the effect wouldn't be 
the same as actually talking with the community. 

Ishikawa jokingly referred to TV comedian Jay 
Leno's quote: "One handshake is the equivalent 
of 200 votes." to better explain his 
communication style. 

If everything falls into place, the city hopes to 
have the 20 mile rail system working by 2019. 

Arguments for the Rail from its supporters 

20 miles in length connecting West Oahu with 
downtown Honolulu and Ala Moana. 

By 2030 the Rail is estimated to transport 
roughly 100,000 passengers a day. 

The rail will be elevated in order to avoid any 
effects from ground level traffic. 

The elevated structure minimizes the impact of 
the Rail on property owners by reducing 
construction area. 

The elevation also helps avoid digging up native 
artifacts/bones. 

The Rail is expected to generate 11,000 jobs 
over the course of the next eight years. 

It is estimated that the Rail project will reduced 
20% of traffic island-wide by 2030. This means 

' 
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Airport rail shift will 
delay project 

Hannemann needs to stay in 
office to oversee process 

In the April 9 edition of The Honolulu Advertiser, 
Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced that the city 
will adjust the rail transit route by moving it 
mauka about 300 feet from Aolele Street 
beginning approximately 2,000 feet ewa of 
Lagoon Drive. 

The mayor said that "moving the runways at the 
airport would be too expensive for the city." 
When asked at the April 8 City Council meeting 
about how much moving the runways and other 
mitigation measures would cost, Department of 
Transportation Services director Wayne Yoshioka 
said he did not know. 

A letter by state Transportation Director Bren non 
Morioka to the Federal Transit Administration 
dated Nov. 3, 2009, proves that the city agreed 
with the state to complete the following: 

• Perform a detailed engineering analysis to 
identify the impacts of relocating the runway. 

• Determine the mitigation measures required 

for the runway relocation. 

• Prepare environmental documentation. 

• Seek air carrier input. 

• Mitigate other project-related obstructions. 

• Fund the runway relocations or alternatives 
proposed by the city. 

Extending the runway may be the best solution 
to buffer zone encroachment because it is less 
onerous than acquiring properties and displacing 
existing businesses. 

But rather than follow through on these 
measures, the city unexpectedly decided to shift 
the alignment, claiming that moving the runways 
would be cost prohibitive. 

The mayor is not being up front with the council 
or the public. The reason for the shift is not 
about cost but a delay in Federal Aviation 
Administration, FTA and state approval on the 
final environmental impact statement. 

This delay has upset the mayor's plans to run for 
governor. If he resigns to run within the next few 
weeks or months, then the reasons behind the 
alignment shift and his political intentions will 
be clear. 

Now that the administration intends to fast-
track the project, I expect it to oppose any and 
all requests for the following: 
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• Conducting a supplemental EIS. 

• Coming before the council for its approval. 

Honolulu City Councilman Romy Cachola 
represents District 7 (Kalihi-Kapalama-
Mapunapuna-Airport-Salt Lake-A 
liamanu-Foster Village-Lower Halawa). He 
wrote this commentary for The Advertiser. 

• Holding a public hearing to allow neighborhood 
board members and affected businesses, some 
that stand to lose their properties, to comment 
on the proposed alignment shift. 

To give you an idea of how the administration 
operates, when I chaired the Transportation 
Committee, I was pressured to fast-track the 
selection of the locally preferred alternative. 

I refused and instead held several outreach 
community meetings that allowed taxpayers to 
weigh in. In hindsight, allowing the public to 
speak their mind was the correct thing to do for 
the sake of transparency. 

Again, for the sake of transparency, the prudent 
thing is for the city to do all of the above before 
the adjustment to the route is finalized. 

I agree that rail is vital for Oahu but fast-
tracking a project of this magnitude without 
community input is unwise. 

I must remind the mayor of his statements at a 
recent campaign rally that the city budget and 
rail project are stopping him from entering the 
race right now. 

Here are his exact words: "I still need to do those 
things, you see, unlike others who quit their jobs 
and say they want to be your governor. That's not 
right." 

I sincerely hope that the mayor will not 
jeopardize Hawai'i's most costly public works 
project by running for governor. 

He should remain for the duration of his term 
because it is crucial for him to shepherd the rail 
project through this important period. 
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Hawaii oil tax hike 
nears final vote 

Bill that blocks DHS cuts also 
expedited to force Lingle to 
take quick action 

By Derrick DePledge 
Advertiser Government Writer 

Expecting vetoes by Gov. Linda Lingle, state 
House and Senate leaders yesterday placed 
several potentially contentious bills in position 
for final votes this week, including an increase in 
the barrel tax and an attempt to block the state 
from closing eligibility offices on the Neighbor 
Islands that help the poor. 

House and Senate negotiators agreed yesterday 
to increase the barrel tax on petroleum products 
from 5 cents to $1.05, which would generate 
about $22 million a year to help with the state's 
budget deficit and finance food and energy 
security programs. The Senate had wanted to 
raise the barrel tax to $1.55, but agreed to a 
House compromise. 

Negotiators also reached agreement on a bill 
that would prohibit the state Department of 
Human Services from implementing a 
reorganization plan this summer that would 
close most eligibility offices and lay off 228 of 

517 eligibility workers. 

The reorganization plan, which would 
concentrate eligibility processing at centers in 
Honolulu and Hilo, is expected to save $8 million. 
But lawmakers are worried that it would erect 
barriers for the poor, the elderly and people who 
speak limited English by reducing the opportunity 
for face-to-face interviews when applying for 
aid. 

The bill would instead authorize a pilot project in 
Honolulu after the state adopts administrative 
rules, sparing the Neighbor Island eligibility 
offices. 

Lawmakers want to move the two bills, and 
several others, by tomorrow so they would reach 
Lingle in time to force the governor to act before 
the end of session later this month. The governor 
has 10 days to act on bills passed 10 or more 
days before the session ends, compared with 45 
days on bills passed at the end of session. 

House and Senate leaders would prefer to 
consider veto overrides during session rather 
than in a veto override session in July. 

Lingle vetoed a barrel tax increase last year and 
has indicated she would probably reject the bill 
again. The governor has said the tax hike, which 
would likely be passed on to consumers and 
raise the price of gasoline and electricity, does 
not make sense as people are struggling 
economically. 

'it's a step' 
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Some lawmakers and environmentalists were 
disappointed yesterday that much of the barrel 
tax hike would go to reduce the state's budget 
deficit. Lawmakers estimated that $13.2 million 
would go toward the deficit, while $8.8 million 
would be directed to alternative energy and food 
security programs. 

"I think the major concern right now is balancing 
the budget," said state Rep. Hermina Morita, D-
14th (Hanalei, Anahola, Kapa'a), the lead House 
negotiator. 

Morita said lawmakers would have an 
opportunity when the state's economy improves 
to devote more resources to the environmental 
programs. 

"Ifs a step," she said. 

State Sen. Clayton Hee, D-23rd (Kaneohe, 
Kahuku), the lead Senate negotiator, said using 
money from the barrel tax to help with the 
deficit is part of an attempt to avoid a broad-
based general-excise tax increase. 

"The question that's being asked is how to raise 
revenue. And there's a general reluctance on the 
part of the Senate to raise the general-excise 
tax," he said. "To balance the budget, the Senate 
budget committee looked at special funds. The 
barrel tax is one of the special funds." 

what environmentalists wanted when the bill 
first moved last year. But he chose to look at the 
positive. 

"Forty percent of manapua is better than no 
manapua at all," he said. 

jobs in danger 

Lingle may also consider a veto on the bill that 
would halt the reorganization plan at the 
Department of Human Services. Lillian Koller, the 
department's director, has said the plan could 
reduce a backlog in applications and offer more 
convenience by allowing people to apply for aid 
online and over the telephone instead of visiting 
eligibility offices. 

But the Hawaii Government Employees 
Association, the union that represents the 
eligibility workers, and many lawmakers believe 
the department is rushing through a plan that 
will cost state jobs and inconvenience the poor. 

"We need to save these jobs," said state Rep. 
Tom Brower, D-23rd (Waikiki, Ala 
Moana), one of the negotiators. "We're going to 
have a new administration that may have a new 
perception on how the state should administer 
human services. 

Advertisement 

State Rep. Cynthia Thielen, R-50th (Kailua, 
Kaneohe), an environmental attorney and 
one of the House's strongest advocates for 
alternative energy, opposed the agreement 
because only 40 percent of the money generated 
by the barrel tax would go to environmental 
initiatives. 

"That becomes nothing but a tax on the motoring 
public and on everyone that turns on their 
lights," she said. 

Robert Harris, the director of the Sierra Club's 
Hawaii chapter, said the new draft is a shell of 
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"And, in addition, now is not the time to cut 
these positions. If were going to cut these 
positions, it has to be much slower and drawn 
out over time." 

Negotiators also reached a deal yesterday on a 
bill that would lift general-excise tax 
exemptions on several business activities and 
impose a half-cent GET on the activities. The 
new tax is expected to raise $25.3 million a year 
to help contain the deficit. 

Reach Derrick DePledge at 
ddepledge@honoluluadvertisercorn. 
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Bill would increase tax on oil 
By Richard Borreca 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 13, 2010 

As the state Legislature moves into its last three weeks, Democrats are positioning a series of tax law 
changes and tax increases that they hope will balance the budget without raising the general excise tax. 

House Bill 2421, the so-called barrel tax bill, will raise the state tax on a barrel of oil brought into 
Hawaii to $1.05 from 5 cents. 

Tentative estimates from the state Department of Taxation say it would raise about $22 million, while 
supporters say it could raise $25 million. 

A similar bill was approved by the Legislature last year but vetoed by Gov. Linda Lingle primarily 
because it was a tax increase that would hurt motorists. 

To make this year's measure more palatable, lawmakers took out fuel that would be used by airlines, so 
as not to cause an increase in airline fares. 

But the measure is expected to raise local gasoline costs for motorists by 2.5 cents a gallon. 

While first portrayed as an environmental bill, with the money going to increase government support for 
energy independence, lawmakers are dumping 60 percent of the barrel tax money into the general fund 
this year to help balance the budget. 

"It goes into the general fund because the general fund is in trouble," state Rep. 
Hermina Morita (D, Hanalei-Kapaa) said, adding that the bill is set to expire in five 
years. 

State Sen. Clayton Hee (D, Kahuku-Kaneohe), who steered the measure for the 
Senate in conference committee, said the tax had to increase because the state 
needs the money. 

"Unfortunately, there is a general reluctance in this building to raise the general 
excise tax," Hee said. 

The only objection yesterday came from state Rep. Cynthia Thielen (R, Kaneohe-
Kailua), who wanted all the money going to environmental programs. 

"I voted no because it puts the majority of the money into the general fund. It is a 
blatant tax. It is just a tax that hits the motoring public," Thielen said. 

'Unfortunately, 
there is a general 
reluctance in this 
building to raise 
the general 
excise tax." 

Clayton Hee 
Mak' NeMlihrOF 
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Environmentalist Jeff Mikulina, with the Blue Planet Foundation, praised the bill, calling it "a step in the 
right direction." 

Lowell Kalapa, Tax Foundation of Hawaii president, said the bill has turned into a revenue bill that will 
fool the public. 

"Because the tax is imposed at the front end of the consumption chain, by the time the cost of the tax is 
paid by the retail consumer, they won't know who is responsible for the higher cost of the gallon of 
gasoline or for the higher cost of the energy utilities or for the higher cost of their groceries," said 
Kalapa. 

TAX BILLS MOVING TOWARD LEGISLATIVE APPROVAL 

Here are some other tax bills that the Legislature is moving into position for final approval tomorrow. If 
they pass, they will go to Gov. Linda Lingle. If Lingle vetoes the bills, the majority Democrats hope to 
have the votes to override the vetoes before the session ends April 29. 

» House Bill 1907: Temporarily places a cap on itemized deductions claimed on state income tax returns 
until Jan. 1, 2016. The bill would be applied to couples with incomes of above $300,000. 

» HB 2866: Taxes the transfer of a taxable estate located in Hawaii by a nonresident who is not a U.S 
citizen. 

» HB 1985: Increases the tax on cigarettes and little cigars by 1 cent for sales on or after July 1, 2010, 
and temporarily increases certain fees paid by insurance companies and agents. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.corninews/20100413_Bill_would_increasetax_on_oil.html  

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Rail is a gravy train only for its promoters 
By Panos D. Prevedouros 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 13, 2010 

I was disappointed but not surprised to read a pro-rail article by the Hawaii chapter of the American 
Council of Engineering Companies ("Remaking the case for rail," Star-Bulletin, Island Commentary, 
April 7). 

It starts on the wrong foot by saying, "With every good point raised (in favor of rail), there is very likely 
a valid counterpoint to contradict it." 

The fact is that urban rail disadvantages grossly outweigh the advantages. 

In a 2006 study on the social desirability of rail systems, economists Clifford Winston (Brookings 
Institution) and Vikram Maheshri (University of California at Berkeley) concluded that "with the 
exception of BART in the San Francisco Bay area, every system actually reduces welfare and is unable 
to become socially desirable even with optimal pricing or physical restructuring of its network. We 
conclude rail's social cost is unlikely to abate because it enjoys powerful political support from planners, 
civic boosters and policymakers." 

What does their conclusion mean? Urban rail systems have a negative value for society, even if they 
select the best routes and the best fare prices. The only reason they get built is because politicians and 
special interests promote them forcefully. They make a (short-term) profit at the expense of society. 

The ACEC-Hawaii article urges us that "we need to trust the process." Let me explain why the process 
does not work: 

Three scientists—Bent Flyvbj erg of Oxford University and Massimo Garbuio and Dan Lorvallo of the 
University of Sydney—analyzed 44 urban rail projects and found that the average construction cost 
overrun in constant prices was 45 percent. For a quarter of the projects, cost overruns were at least 60 
percent. Passenger ridership was 50 percent lower than forecast. For a quarter of the projects, ridership 
was at least 70 percent lower than estimated. 

A slogan they offered was "over budget, over time, over and over again." 

They also reported that rail and similar projects are full of delusion and deception. Here are the main 
reasons—and note that all four apply to Honolulu: 
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» Rail projects typically compete for discretionary grants from a limited federal budget. This creates an 
incentive for city agencies to make their projects look better on paper with artificially high benefit/cost 
ratios, or else the feds may fund some other project. 

» The proposing agency purposely misrepresents costs, time frame, risks and benefits to secure the 
funding. 

» Planners purposely misrepresent costs, time frame and benefits to please the city agency. 

» Bidders propose artificially low bids because of planned compensation through expected scope 
increases. 

In other words, the city government that needs money to build rail typically misrepresents the system, 
and nobody is accountable for high-balling the ridership and for low-balling the cost. All make more 
money the more expensive the system gets. 

The political establishment and most of Oahu's special interest groups including ACEC are in support of 
the gravy train. The good news is that the majority of people on Oahu are no longer deluded about the 
current rail proposal. 

Panos D. Prevedouros, Ph.D., is a professor of civil engineering at UH-Manoa and will be a candidate 
for Honolulu mayor this year if there is a mayor's race. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20100413_Rail_is_a_gravy_train_only_for  its_promoters.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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City Councilmember Donovan Dela Cruz has long 

cited his environmental concerns as one of the 

reasons he entered politics. He's introduced dozens 

of plans to make Honolulu earth-friendlier, but he's 

also the last one to pat himself on the back for the 

City's environmental strides, even those areas in 

which progress has been a direct result of his 

efforts. When it comes down to it, he says, there's 

still too much left to do to feel good about what's 

been accomplished so far. 
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LOCAL GUIDES 

"Lots and lots to do," says Dela Cruz. We should have a goal to be the 

most environmentally friendly City in the world, and we need to figure out 

how we're going to get there. We got to think long-term in terms of our 

dependency on fossil fuels: the environmental impacts, the clean-jobs 

impacts and the cost impacts." 

Since he was elected to the City Council in 2002, Dela Cruz has helped 

the City establish several new environmental initiatives, including 

launching public forums on recycling, the mandated use of some 

recycled water in municipal buildings, the creation of an invasive 

vegetation task force, and the recent creation of a larger environmental 

task force to manage and oversee the City's environmental efforts. That 

task force, Dela Cruz says, will hopefully speed up the rate of progress 

and lead the City Council to adopt larger-scale environmental initiatives. 

The task force grew out of frustration for not being able to get consensus 

on some of the more progressive legislation," says Dela Cruz. "Green 
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roofs, green standards, building permits, tax incentives, a plastic bags 

ban, all those kinds of things. We also need buy-in from the private 

sector." 

He also champions stricter environmental standards and the elimination 

of loopholes that allow the City to exempt itself from current regulations. 

"Right now," he says, "there are exceptions that the administration can 

use if they find it's cost prohibitive." 

Dela Cruz says it's also a key time for the City to prioritize 

environmentalism and the creation of new development standards, as it 

continues to move forward with a multibillion-dollar rail proposal. 

"They're thinking environmentally as far as biking paths and walking 

paths, but we need to incorporate more green standards as far as how 

the buildings and structures are being built," he says. "I mean the transit 

centers themselves. If we develop correctly, we can use solar, we can use 

green roofs, we can use the right lighting, all these different components 

so that carbon footprint is reduced." 

Dela Cruz points to environmentally responsible development as the 

City's—and his own—most pressing obligation. 

If I could do anything, it would be to make sure that every building, 

moving forward as well as retrofitting existing buildings, meets some 

environmental standards. The carbon footprint a building leaves is just 

huge." 
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Hawaii lawmakers 
pass barrel tax, bar 
aid office closings 

Bill to keep eligibility offices 
open also passes; Senate defers 
measure on high-tech tax 
credits 

By Derrick DePledge 
Advertiser Government Writer 

The state House and Senate yesterday gave final 
approval to an increase in the barrel tax and a 
measure to halt a state plan to close eligibility 
offices on the Neighbor Islands that help the 
poor. 

The majority Democrats hit a snag on other tax-
related proposals designed to contain the state's 
budget deficit. 

The barrel tax on petroleum products would rise 
from 5 cents to $1.05 and bring in $22 million a 
year — $13.2 million for the state's general fund 
and $8.8 million for food and energy security 
programs. The tax hike would likely be passed 
on to consumers and lead to slightly higher 
gasoline and electricity costs. 

Lawmakers want to block the state Department 
of Human Services from carrying out a 
reorganization plan that would close most 
eligibility offices and lay off hundreds of 
eligibility workers. The bill approved yesterday 
would preserve eligibility offices on the Neighbor 
Islands but allow the department to proceed with 
a pilot project to consolidate application-
processing services in Honolulu. 

Gov. Linda Lingle will likely veto both bills, but 
lawmakers passed them in time to consider veto 
overrides before the session ends later this 
month. 

In a hint of potential discord, however, the 
Senate deferred final votes on bills that delay 
investors ability to claim high-technology tax 
credits for three years, repeal the high-tech tax 
credits early and cap itemized tax deductions for 
the wealthy. 

The Senate also chose to pull back on a bill that 
would have cut general-excise tax exemptions 
on several business activities and impose a 0.5 
percent GET on those activities. 

House and Senate budget negotiators had 
wanted to lock these bills — which represent 
about $160 million in revenue — into place early 
to give lawmakers a better idea of what other 
tax and spending decisions are necessary to 
close the $1.2 billion deficit. 

With such a large amount of money now in flux, 
lawmakers may have to leave other controversial 
decisions, such as whether to set aside money to 
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reduce teacher furloughs and whether to scoop 
hotel-room taxes from the counties, for the final 
endgame before adjournment. 

"At the end of the day, if we have less, then well 
have to go into the budget and make more cuts," 
state Sen. Donna Mercado Kim, D-14th (Ha 
lawa, Moanalua, Kamehameha Heights), the lead 
Senate negotiator on the budget, told reporters. 

State Rep. Marcus Oshiro, D-39th 
(Wahiawa), the lead House budget 
negotiator, sternly warned last night that 
lawmakers may indeed turn to hotel-room tax 
revenue from the counties or deeper budget cuts 
to state departments if the tax bills stall. 

Oshiro made a similar warning in budget talks 
last year, when the Senate hesitated in cutting 
back on high-tech tax credits after an initial 
conference agreement, but last night he 
appeared more frustrated. He called for a "time 
out" in negotiations until tomorrow night. 

"We seem somewhat schizophrenic at this point 
in time," he said afterward. "We want all these 
things, but at the same time, were not willing to 
step forward and make the commitment to pay 
for these programs and services. 

"For me, I was more disappointed than angry. I'm 
a straight-up kind of guy. I'm not playing around. 
We have about a week to decide, so if you guys 
don't want us to do these tax bills, fine, then 
well go back in there and do our best with what 
we have." 

Tobacco tax 

Earlier yesterday, lawmakers cast final votes on 
bills to increase the tax on cigarettes and little 
cigars and raise the fees for traffic abstracts 
from $7 to $20. The tobacco tax would generate 
$10 million to $14 million a year and the higher 
traffic abstract fees would bring in about $6.5 
million a year. 

The biggest debate was over the barrel tax 

increase. Many lawmakers and environmentalists 
believe it is a step toward food and energy 
security in a state dependent on imported oil. 
They pragmatically accepted a compromise that 
would initially divert most of the new money to 
the state's general fund to help with the deficit. 

"This is still a huge start, a big step toward our 
state becoming more sustainable in regards to 
food and energy," said state Senate Majority 
Leader Gary Hooser, D-7th (Kauai, Niihau). 

State Sen. Sam Slom, R-8th (Kahala, Hawaii 
Kai), said that when you "strip away all of the 
nomenclature, its just simply a bad tax bill." 

"And its so much worse than the supporters 
think it is," he said. 

State Sen. Rosalyn Baker, D-5th (W. Maui, S. 
Maui), said she was grateful the bill would 
exempt aviation fuel. But she said the tax hike 
would fall disproportionately on consumers on 
the Neighbor Island and others who have to drive 
longer distances. She prefers a broad-based 
increase in the GET, which she believes would be 
more equitable than the targeted tax increases 
being considered by the House and Senate. 

But Kim said the barrel tax money would go to 
the general fund and help sustain other 
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environmental programs. She questioned how a 
regressive GET hike, which would raise costs 
across-the-board, would help consumers or 
businesses. 

"I know some members are still with the idea — 
that if some of these measures fall by the 
wayside that they'll get the GET — its not going 
to happen," Kim told reporters. 

In the House, state Rep. Kymberly Pine, R-43rd 
(Ewa Beach, Iroquois Point, Pu'uloa), said the 
barrel tax had been "hijacked" and was now 
more of a tax bite on consumers than a strategy 
to promote alternative energy. 

But state Rep. Hermina Morita, D-14th (Hanalei, 
Anahola, Kapa'a), challenged lawmakers to think 
about the future benefits of food and energy 
security and not the short-term political risk of 
raising taxes in an election year. 

"Doing nothing is not an option, not if we call 
ourselves leaders," she said. 

Koller accused Democrats of trying to preserve 
an antiquated and inefficient processing system 
solely to save government jobs. 

"It is shameful to put the interests of 
government workers above the needs of our 
customers," she said in a statement. 

State Rep. Mele Carroll, D-13th (E. Maui, 
Molokai, !Anal), said lawmakers want to 
improve efficiency in the department. But she 
said the department moved forward with what 
she described as a total system overhaul without 
adequately consulting eligibility workers. 

"For me, that's not right," she said. 

Carroll said a pilot project in Honolulu would 
help determine whether the new processing 
system will work statewide. 

Reach Derrick DePledge at 
ddepledge@honoluluadvertiser.corn. 

Lillian Koller, the director of the state 
Department of Human Services, described the 
attempt by lawmakers to block the department's 
reorganization plan as "a sad day for the 
neediest men, women and children of Hawaii." 

The department wants to close most eligibility 
offices and consolidate the application process 
for welfare, food stamps and other aid at 
locations in Honolulu and Hilo. The department's 
plan would mean that 228 of 517 eligibility 
workers statewide would lose their jobs. 

Office closures 

If the bill becomes law and prevents eligibility 
office closures on the Neighbor Islands, she said, 
"it will not harm our customers on Oahu. ... The 
customers who will be harmed are those living 
on the Neighbor Islands, where the backlog of 
applications for public assistance grows larger 
every day." 
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Aiea-Pearl City 
Neighborhood 
Transit-Oriented 
Development Plan 
Dennis Silva, Jr 
Reader Submitted 

The Aiea-Pearl City Neighborhood Transit-
Oriented Development (TOD) Plan is moving 
forward and the City and County of Honolulu, 
Department of Planning and Permitting will be 
conducting a Community Workshop on 
Wednesday, April 21, 2010 from 6:30 pm to 9:00 
pm at the Pearl Ridge Elementary School 
Cafeteria, 98-940 Moanalua Road. TOD is not 
the construction of the transit line or stations. It 
is the development of the places and spaces 
surrounding the stations, including housing, 
retail, office, and commercial areas. 

The Workshop will include a presentation of the 
Preferred Station Area concepts, illustrating 
proposed land uses, development opportunities, 
streets, parks, and public spaces surrounding the 
transit stations. These plans reflect some 
exciting and visionary ways to redefine these 
areas, while taking advantage of the high 
ridership and convenience of transit. Five 
Planning Principles have emerged from the 
community participation process. These 

principles guide the proposed Preferred Station 
Area plans: 

- Create access and views to water and Pearl 
Harbor Historic Trail 

- Encourage Workforce Housing 

- Create a comfortable and lively pedestrian 
environment 

- Provide multi-modal access to and from 
stations 

- Develop new and enhance existing open 
spaces 

Community involvement and sharing your ideas 
and perspectives are key elements to the 
success of the TOD plan. Even if you have not 
attended prior Community Workshops, we 
encourage you to join us. 
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Honolulu: grand themes from the rail transit wars 
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Eight months ago, a freelance reporter asked for my views on the emerging argument over 
Honolulu's proposed rail transit line, which would stretch most of the length of the populated 
southern shore, from west of Pearl Harbor through downtown to Ala Moana Center on the edge 
of Waikiki. The Transport Politic has covered the background here and here and here. 

AR00079438 



A mostly-elevated driverless metro, quite 
similar to Vancouver's SkyTrain, was the preferred alternative. Unlike SkyTrain, though, it 
would not go underground downtown. Instead, a substantial elevated structure was proposed, 
one that would definitely have some visual impact, as this computer generated image indicates. 
(For more attractive images of a proposed station, see  here.) 

Late in the process, long after this option had been selected and the environmental work done, 
there was a revolt. One key player in the revolt was the local chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects, who have devoted a section of their website to attacking the project. They propose 
a light rail solution where parts of the line could run at grade, and which would go through 
downtown Honolulu on-street at low speeds with frequent stops, much like the downtown light 
rail segments in Portland, San Diego, Denver, and many other cities. Last year, a study by transit 
consultant Philip Craig came out arguing for this option. 

If you care about the eternal struggle for planning power between the architecture and transport 
professions, you'll love this dispute. It's perfectly designed to heighten the contrast between 
transportation thinking and urban-design thinking, and to confirm the worst stereotypes each 
holds of the other. The transportation solution -- a mostly elevated driverless metro -- is fast, 
frequent, and reliable, but it does require a pretty impactful elevated structure (presumably 
because the right solution, undergrounding it through downtown, is too expensive). The urban 
design solution, surface light rail, is beautiful downtown -- redolent of Portland, in fact -- but 
unfortuately it's also slow, less frequent, and less reliable. 

The most striking thing about the debate, for me, is that it's been discussed on both sides as 
though they main payoff of the elevated line is speed, rather than frequency, an example of the 
"travel time" fallacy I discussed  here. 

Speed is certainly a big difference: end-to-end travel times on the surface light line are about 20- 
30% longer than on the elevated line, and any modeller will tell you that's enough to make a 
difference in ridership. Moreover, the low speed is concentrated in the slow downtown segment, 
so medium-length trips that have to go through that segment could be more than 30% longer. 

But the frequency difference is even more profound. Driverless metros are easy to run 
frequently all the time, even late in the evening, while surface light rail, which requires drivers, 
will always be under financial pressure to run the minimum possible amount of service at low- 
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demand times. I guarantee that if the surface light rail is built, it will never run better than every 
15 minutes at 11:00 PM, but the driverless metro is easy to run every 5-6 minutes even when 
demand is low, because driverless metros sever the link between frequency and operating cost. 

Reliability will also unquestionably be superior on the elevated line, because it will have no 
interference from other traffic. Surface light rail, even if separated from traffic, still has to 
interact with it at intersections, and these cause unpredictable delay as well as a much higher rate 
of accidents. Browsing Mr. Craig's report, though, I noticed alarming suggestions that the line 
could mix with car traffic at certain points. It even suggests operating in the curb lane of some 
streets, exposing the line to constant interference with right-turning traffic, and all the accident 
opportunities that this will present. 

(At one point, the Portland Streetcar's two-year construction time is cited as a reason light rail 
can be fast. This should be a screaming red flag, because it implies a common and dangerous 
categorical confusion between streetcar and light rail. The Portland Streetcar is a fine example 
of a local-stop, low-speed circulator, but it is, by design, slow and unreliable. It was also built on 
the cheap with more opportunity for disruption: Proper surface light rail construction requires 
relocating utilities from under the line so that the line doesn't have to be shut down to access 
them later. The Portland Streetcar was built by digging barely two feet below the pavement, 
leaving all the utilities in place.) 

Finally, the AIA suggestion of putting light rail through downtown's current "transit mall," Hotel 
Street, seems to assume that buses somehow just get out of the way. There's no thought on what 
the light rail does to the bus system, how the bus system would be revised to work with it, and 
what impacts this would have. This is an example of an almost universal fallacy in thinking 
about rail transit outside the transit profession: that somehow, rail just makes buses disappear. 

The truth is more complex and interesting. Rail replaces some buses but never all of them. 
Major bus corridors still need to run into the city, and need to be accommodated there. Even 
with light rail on the Portland transit mall, for example, buses are by far the majority of vehicles 
there, and the great design challenge of that street was how to integrate the light rail and bus 
services without letting them get in each other's way. It's not an easy problem. There are many 
solutions, but all of them have enough impacts that you have to think about this when you're 
proposing your rail line, not just assume that bus people will figure it out later. 

None of this is an endorsement of the current elevated plan. I have questions about it, too. One 
of the few transportation advantages of the surface light rail option is that it's easy to imagine 
extending it into Waikiki, Honolulu's premier tourism district, in the future. (The line as now 
proposed ends at Ala Moana Center, within walking distance of Waikiki but not quite there.) I 
have a lot more trouble imagining extending an elevated line into such a tourist-intensive and 
view-sensitive area. 

Finally, as a planner, I have to share the exasperation of everyone at the City of Honolulu who 
brought this project through all its necessary stages, including extensive public consultation, only 
to encounter this objection at the eleventh hour. The late-breaking nature of the objection is a 
major strike against it, because it implies substantial delay to a project that was close to moving 
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ahead. Claims that the surface light rail will be cheaper than the elevated line may well turn out 
to be true, but you don't really know this until you've explored all the consequences of your 
project (such as where to put the buses!) and added the costs for all those effects and 
mitigations. That's what the environmental planning process is for, and only the elevated line 
has been through that process. 

Before you comment, please note: My purpose here is to note some of the interesting large 
themes raised by this dispute, not to wade into the dispute itself I am quite intentionally 
expressing no view on the politics surrounding the line, or on the funding challenges. I do not 
have a view on which option is best. In fact, the tradeoff between efficiency and aesthetics is 
one of those value-judgment decisions that don't have a technical answer. In a sense, nobody 
outside of Honolulu should have an opinion, because it's all about what kind of city they want, 
and that has to be up to them. 
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Oil tax increase wins approval 
The Legislature has the votes to override a veto, but that margin could be precarious 

By Richard Borreca   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 15, 2010 

A bill to drastically raise the state tax on a barrel of oil dribbled out of the Legislature yesterday, but 
faces an uncertain future. 

House Bill 2421 would increase the tax from 5 cents to $1.05, which is estimated to cost motorists an 
extra 2.5 cents a gallon when it goes into effect in July. 

The Senate voted for the bill 18-7 and the House 40-11. Both totals are enough to override a veto by the 
governor, but lawmakers fear that there could be more negative votes in the future because the 
Legislature would be forced to vote again to raise consumer prices in an election year. 

A similar measure was vetoed by Gov. Linda 
Lingle last year, and the Legislature did not have 
enough votes to override her. 

"This falls disproportionately on the neighbor 
islands, where people have to travel great 
distances," said Sen. Roz Baker (D, Honokohau-
Makena). 

"And yes, it will also impact the cost of food," 
Baker said, adding that the measure is also 
estimated to raise local energy costs. 

POTENTIAL EFFECTS 

» $9.49 increase per year in residential electric 
bills 

» 2.5-cent-per-gallon increase in gas taxes, 
amounting to a $2.40 increase in costs for every 
2,000 miles driven 

Senate Democrats said the tax is expected to raise residential electric bills $9.49 a year and add $2.40 for 
every 2,000 miles driven. 

The barrel tax bill was originally written to fund environmental, agricultural and alternative energy 
programs, but as the state's budget deficit grew, 60 percent of the money was diverted to the state 
general fund to pay bills. 

State lawmakers pass tax increase bills 
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The legislature approved a big increase in taxes on oil products. 

[  Watch  ] 

114 I V.COM  

The bill is expected to dump about $13 million into the general fund, with the remaining $8 million 
going into energy and agriculture programs. 

Baker and other senators have said they would prefer an increase in the general excise tax to balance the 
state budget, but Sen. Donna Mercado Kim, Ways and Means Committee chairwoman, said the GET 
increase is not possible. 

"There is no way it can come back. There is no vehicle," Kim said, explaining that the Legislature does 
not have a bill it could amend to include a GET increase. "The House is not for it. There are some 
members with the idea that if some measures fall by the wayside, they will get the GET. It is not going 
to happen." 

The bill now goes to Lingle. The House and Senate would each need a two-thirds majority to override a 
veto. 

The Legislature also raised the tax on cigarettes 1 cent per cigarette by approving 
House Bill 1985. A previously approved tax raised it another cent, a total 40-cent per 
pack increase over two years. 

The Legislature also pulled back two tax bills: Senate Bill 2402, which would have 
raised $25 million by dropping the tax exemption on some businesses and 
organizations, and SB 2001, which would have raised $115 million by delaying high-
tech tax credits. 

Kim and Rep. Marcus Oshiro, House Finance Committee chairman, said they are not 
sure if those bills will be brought back or amended again. 

It is unusual for a bill to be agreed to in conference committee, scheduled for a vote 
and then pulled back. 

"At the end of the day, if we have less, we will have to go into the budget and make 

"At the end of 
the day, if we 
have lezs, we 
will have ta go 
into the budget 

and make more 
cuts." 

Sen. Donna Mr 
tin Kim 
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more cuts," Kim warned. 

Lawmakers approved SB 2650 to halt some of the planned closings of state welfare offices. The Lingle 
administration had planned to close 31 statewide offices and lay off 228 state workers. 

The Human Services Department said it would save $8 million and streamline benefits processing into 
two new call centers in Honolulu and Hilo. Legislators rejected the idea, saying that the needy would 
lose in-person access to services. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/news/20100415_oil_tax_increase_wins_approval.html  

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Rail-transit critic becoming a joke 

Panos Prevedouros' fanatical opposition to rail transit has become a joke. City after city has gone 
for rail mass transit because it works. San Diego, Portland and San Francisco's Bay Area all have 
benefited greatly. 

Our small island is choked severely by automobiles. How does Prevedouros get around? Anyone 
who ventures out sees gridlock. We cannot allow the Luddites to ruin this opportunity to cure our 
current gridlock. 

Nancy Bey Little 
Makiki 
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Djou: Most credible 
GOP candidate in 
years 

He's alarmed by debt, 
spending. But does he only say 
no? 

If the Republicans are ever to regain any traction 
in Hawaii, the party needs more candidates like 
Charles Djou. Earnest and likeable, Djou has 
mounted the most energetic and credible 
Republican campaign for a Hawaii congressional 
seat since Pat Saiki first ran in the late 1980s. 

In 10 years in public office, first as a state 
representative and since 2003 as a member of 
the Honolulu City Council, Djou has been a 
consistent fiscal conservative. He has advocated 
smaller budgets, tax cuts and more efficient 
delivery of public services and has been an 
ardent opponent of the city's $5 billion rail 
project. 

To his credit, after the 2008 election affirmed 
public support for rail, Djou did what many rail 
opponents have not: he conceded defeat, 
stopped badmouthing the project and committed 
to ensuring that the plan developed by the city 
was sensible and fiscally sound. That practicality 
sets him apart from others who are still trying to 

shake public confidence in the project. 

The son of Chinese immigrants, Djou grew up in 
Honolulu and graduated from Punahou School. 
An attorney and Army Reserve officer, Djou has 
soft-pedaled his Republican affiliation but not 
his Republican positions. He opposed the health 
care reform plan that became law, opposed the 
$800 billion stimulus package, opposes many 
provisions of the Akaka Bill and would push for a 
Hawaii exexemption from the Jones Act. 

His main motivation for running for Congress is 
his alarm over the federal budget deficit and 
what he sees as a reckless culture of spending 
by both Democrats and Republicans that will 
saddle future generations with trillions in debt. 

Anti-tax, anti-rail, anti-stimulus, Djou needs to 
be careful not to be seen as the Candidate of No 
from the Party of No. He decries the stimulus as 
a waste of money, but asked for an alternative 
to juice the economy, he offers a radio talk-
show retread: hand out cash to everyone. 

Djou served only one term in the state House 
and, obviously seeking political advantage, 
moved across the island to run for the Council 
seat in 2002. 

While he proudly claims to have introduced more 
bills that have passed the City Council than any 
other member, we would point to the failure of 
any of his anti-homelessness legislation to curb 
its spread throughout his Waikiki 
and East Honolulu district. 
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Legislation alone doesn't always work and we 
never got the sense that Djou actually got his 
hands dirty working with police, social service 
agencies and the homeless themselves to try to 
craft a new approach to an old problem. 

HAWAII'S RACE FOR CONGRESS 

Here we offer an opinionated introduction of the 
main contenders, with our endorsement to come in 
Sundays Advertiser. 
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Posted on: Friday, April 16, 2010 

Letters to the Editor 

Rail 

Cachola's criticism of route off-base 

We are perplexed by Councilmember Romy Cachola's commentary (April 13) about the recent adjustment of the rail 
route along Aolele Street to avoid the Runway Protection Zone at Honolulu International Airport. His article's 
misinformation contradicts what actually took place. 

This mitigation is a result of the city following our commitment to work with the state Department of Transportation 
and federal agencies regarding this issue. Several alternatives were evaluated and the currently proposed action had 
the lowest costs and fewest impacts. 

Contrary to Councilmember Cachola's assertions, a supplemental environmental impact statement will not be needed 
since the environmental impacts have not changed for the project. 

Refinements like this are normal as projects advance from the draft EIS to the final EIS. 

Regarding the council-member's comments about transparency, Mayor Hannemann is committed in keeping the 
public informed about this project and has conducted an unprecedented public outreach effort. This included the 
mayor and his team lending assistance and technical support for the City Council's outreach meetings on the Locally 
Preferred Alternative. 

We trust the councilmember is not holding a grudge against the administration for supporting the City Council's 
decision last year to move the rail alignment from Salt Lake Boulevard to the airport. 

Kirk Caldwell 
Managing director, City and County of Honolulu 
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Court's Turtle Bay ruling could affect other Hawaii projects 
Pacific Business News (Honolulu) - by Janis L. Magin Pacific Business News 

The Hawaii Supreme Court's ruling requiring the owners of the Turtle Bay Resort to conduct a supplemental 
environmental impact statement before proceeding with a decades-old expansion plan could have far-reaching 
effects on other Hawaii projects. 

The high court last week reversed an appeals court ruling in the case, saying the owners of the 858-acre resort on 
Oahu's North Shore must file a supplement to a 25-year-old environmental impact statement because circumstances 
such as traffic have changed since then. 

The decision could affect any project in Hawaii that has been delayed for one reason or another by requiring 
government agencies and private developers to conduct a supplemental EIS, said David Arakawa, executive director 
of the Land Use Research Foundation. 

He noted that many government infrastructure projects such as sewer work or the Honolulu rail project can take 10 
or more years to complete, while Mililani, Castle & Cooke's master-planned community, took more than 40 years to 
finish. 

Christina Failma, PBN 

Owners of the Turtle 

Bay Resort must 

conduct a 

supplemental 

environmental impact 

statement before 

proceeding with 

expansion plans. 

View Larger 

A supplemental EIS could add up to a year to the process and $5oo,000 or more to the cost of a project. It also would have to follow the 
same process as a full EIS, which means a preparation notice followed by 30 days of comments; a draft EIS, followed by 45 days of 
comments; and a final EIS. 

Very few supplemental EIS documents have been done in Hawaii over the years, said Lee Sichter, principal planner for Belt Collins, who 
has been doing EIS work for 30 years. 

"They're not often done," he said. "There's a reason for that — the existing law is rather vague on how to do a supplemental; it doesn't 
define supplemental in the law, just in the rules." 

It would be up to the Legislature to change the law to clarify the rules for supplementals, he said. 
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Court's Turtle Bay ruling could affect other Hawaii projects - Pacific Business News (Honolulu): 	http://pacific.biournals.com/pacific/stories/2010/04/19/story7  html?b=1271649600%5E3208... 

Sichter was part of a working group appointed by Sen. Mike Gabbard, D-Kapolei-Waikele, to develop recommendations for a bill that 
sought to update the law governing Hawaii environmental impact statements. The bill, which originally sought to put a seven-year shelf 
life on EIS documents, eventually was deferred. 

Turtle Bay's previous owners, Kuilima Resort Co.,  had prepared an environmental impact statement back in 1985 when it first sought 
approvals to expand the resort by adding thousands of additional hotel and condominium units. The City and County of Honolulu 
approved the EIS on Oct. 30, 1985, and the resort reached a unilateral agreement with the city in 1986. 

In 2005, then-owner Oaktree Capital Management announced plans to proceed with the plan, drawing opposition from community 
groups that sued to force a supplemental EIS. A consortium of lenders recently took back the property — home to the 443-room 
oceanfront Turtle Bay Resort hotel, 425 condominium units and two championship golf courses — from Oaktree in lieu of foreclosure. 

The majority opinion by Chief Justice Ronald Moon said the original EIS approved in 1985 was based on data available in 1985 and 
projected to 2000. 

Because more than 20 years have passed since the EIS was approved and since the environmental impacts were projected through 2000, 

and because the project is not yet complete, "we conclude that the project, although unchanged in terms of size, scope, location, intensity 
and use, is — due to a change in timing — an 'essentially different action," the court wrote. 

jmagin@bizjournals.com  I 955-8041  

All contents of this site ©American City Business Journals Inc. All rights reserved 
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Posted on: Saturday, April 17, 2010 

Hawaii gas prices 
about to get pushed 
up by added taxes 

Oil market, barrel tax hike will 
add to nation's priciest gas 

Dan Nakaso 

At the age of 79, Ilse Hardy may give up her 
beloved Mercedes 300SE for TheBus, after 
legislators this week approved a bump in the 
state tax on petroleum products and the 
Honolulu City Council considered raising the 
county gas tax by 3 cents per gallon. 

"This is terrible," Hardy said after paying $24 for 
seven gallons of gas. "Ifs a shame. We already 
have the most expensive gas prices in the 
nation." 

Indeed, the average price of a gallon of regular 
unleaded gasoline in Hawaii was $3.55 this 
week, highest in the country, followed by $3.51 
in Alaska and $3.11 in California, according to 
the AAA Weekend Gas Watch. 

In Honolulu, gas prices went up a penny to $3.44 
per gallon, 5 cents more than last month and 
$1.06 higher than at the same time last year. 

Gas station operators are certain to pass any 
increased fuel taxes on to consumers, meaning 
individual drivers will have to dig even deeper to 
fill up their vehicles, said Bill Green, a former 
owner of and now consultant to Kahala Shell. 

"To even suggest it would not be passed on is 
ridiculous," Green said. "You don't have a choice. 
You either pass it on or close your doors." 

For most stations, gas sales typically serve to 
draw customers in to buy more profitable items 
such as food and car washes. 

"Gas is merely a traffic-generating thing," Green 
said. "If all you're selling is gasoline, then you 
have to have really low costs, like low rent. But 
our rent is about $1,000 per day." 

Signs of an economic recovery have been fueling 
an increase in oil prices, which last week surged 
to 18-month highs above $87 per barrel, said 
AAA Hawai'i's acting branch manager Chris 
Olvera. 

"The jump in prices was largely due to investor 
optimism on the pace of the economic recovery 
starting to show up in some sectors," Olvera 
said. 

Deficit measure 

Higher oil prices mean higher prices at the pump, 
which are likely to go even higher now that state 
House and Senate negotiators agreed to increase 
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Hawai'i's "barrel tax" on petroleum products from 
5 cents to $1.05 as one measure to chip away at 
the state's staggering $1.2 billion deficit through 
the coming fiscal year. 

The tax increase will boost gas prices by an 
estimated 2.4 cents per gallon and raise 
residential electric bills by 78 cents per month. 

Gov. Linda Lingle has said she's likely to veto the 
barrel tax hike, although majority Democrats are 
in position to override the Republican governors 
veto. 

Honolulu drivers will get a chance to oppose the 
City Council's tax increase resolution for the 3 
cents per gallon when it comes up for a hearing 
Wednesday. The resolution would increase the 
county fuel tax from 16.5 cents per gallon to 
19.5 cents beginning in January. 

"I can see where they need to come up with ways 
to raise money, but I don't like anything having 
to do with gas prices going up," said Karyl 
Choate, a real estate broker who uses her 2003 
Jaguar S-type car for business. "I don't want it 
coming out of my pocket." 

more than last year. 

"It's over $5 on Molokai," said former Molokai 
resident Kelsey Borden. "I just pay it because I 
need gas." 

Her friend, Charis Thomas, believes that 
Honolulu drivers have no options in the face of 
higher gas taxes and higher gas prices. 

"It's ridiculous but what can we do? We have no 
choice," Thomas said. 

Darryl Jones of Waipi'o Gentry filled his 2003 Ford 
F-150 truck only about half-way after paying 
$52 for the 15 gallons of regular unleaded. 

"We need to do something about this," he said. 
"Don't we have any rights? Aren't we supposed to 
be free? Any increase is never a good thing." 

Reach Dan Nakaso at 
dnakaso@honoluluadvertiser.corn. 

• • • 

Choate paid $48 for nearly 13 gallons of 
premium gas for her Jag, then said: "With gas 
prices as high as they are, its tough on 
everybody." 

Advertisement 
Over $5 on Moloka'i 

Gas prices are even higher on the Neighbor 
Islands. 

In Hilo, Thursday's average price of $3.56 a 
gallon was 2 cents more than the previous week 
and $1.07 more than at the same time last year, 
according to the AAA Hawaii Weekend Gas 
Watch. Then the average price dipped by 3 cents 
yesterday. 

The average price in Wailuku was $3.90 a gallon, 
up 2 cents from the previous week and $1.23 
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Mom Dilemma #36: 
Your daughter insists 
on wearing her princess 
costume to the grocery 
store. Allow it or not? 
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Ilse Hardy was handed her change by Lex Brodie's Zack 
Cuson. She paid $24 for seven gallons of gasoline for her 
Mercedes, and calls the situation "terrible." 

RICHARD AMBO I The Honolulu Advertiser 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Saturday, April 17, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 17, 2010 

Mayor should keep eye on rail 

Why is Mayor Mufi Hannemann going on excursions to the neighbor islands campaigning for a 
job he hasn't declared to be a candidate for? Hasn't he made a commitment to the citizens of 
Oahu to build the rail system? A good elected servant of the people would be sitting behind his 
desk, working overtime, getting this project off the drawing board and into operation. 

At this time, he should be doing what he has to do to make rail a reality. Distractions like taping 
cooking shows with Big Island Mayor Billy Kenoi should be out of the question. 

How much faith in a future governor can we have when he doesn't complete the tasks he has set 
before himself? 

Randy Swindell 
Honolulu 

AR00079455 



honoluluadvertisercom 
Posted on: Sunday, April 18, 2010 

Meeting to cover 
Pearl City, 'Aiea 
transit development 

The city will hold a workshop on the 'Aiea-Pearl City Neighborhood Transit-Oriented Development Plan at 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday at the Pearl Ridge Elementary School cafeteria, 98-940 Moanalua Road. The plan 
does not cover the construction of the transit line or stations, but instead discusses the development of 
the places and spaces surrounding the stations, including housing, retail, office and commercial areas. 

Read more at www.myadvertiser.com/pearlcity.  
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Welcome to the neighborhood I Ala Moana- 
Kakaako 
Population up in core area 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 18, 2010 

OUR TOP ISSUES 

Some 30,000 new residents are expected despite aging infrastructure and bad traffic 

1: Homelessness The Ala Moana/Kakaako area is a gathering place for the homeless. They populate our 
parks, especially Mother Waldron Park and Ala Moana parks as well as our bus stops. 

Many of these homeless appear to be transients rather than residents down on their luck. 

Because of their mental health issues, etc., they are reluctant to enter shelters. They are also vulnerable 
and become the victims of crimes. 

2: Traffic The day-to-day traffic, especially at rush hour, is a challenge for our district. 

Roads are often narrowed due to construction activity. Our board has had testimony concerning many 
large delivery vehicles clogging traffic in the neighborhood. The rail project is opposed by this 
neighborhood board No. 11 due to the lack of any benefit for the community, loss of view planes, 
excessive noise and expense. 

We believe the rail will do nothing to alleviate traffic in our district. 

3: Retail and entertainment We are located in the 
heart of the non-tourist retail and entertainment 
area of Honolulu. There are numerous plans and 
ideas for this area, including the Hawaii 
Community Development Authority's "mauka area 
plan" and the proposed development of Kewalo 
Basin. Our board must carefully analyze and weigh 
each proposal and endorse the ideas that are of 
most benefit to the community. 

lArry Hurst 

4: Red-light district This area contains some of the 
most notorious hostess bars and topless dancing 
clubs in Hawaii. We have had several presentations BOARD NO. 11 
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by the city Liquor Commission on its enforcement The Officers 
of these establishments. 

However, the problems still remain with drug and 
violent crimes emanating from pockets in our 
community. Residents call board members with 
concerns about noise, fights and unsavory 
characters in the vicinity of these establishments. 
The Liquor Commission does not adequately 
enforce the laws in the opinion of our board. Many 
of our board members are active in the Citizens' 
Patrol and observe the crime areas firsthand. 

5: Aging infrastructure There are numerous new 
condominium buildings in this area. Several studies 
have indicated that 30,000 new residents will enter 
our district in the next 10 years. 

During each of our board meetings, we learn about 
a new water main break or sewer overflow. The 
developers have not been held to account by the 
city Department of Planning and Permitting for the 
infrastructure pressures placed on the community. 

A "carrying capacity" study must be done to 
account for water, sewer and electrical resources 
before any new projects are approved. 

Chairman 

Larry Hurst 

Vice chairwoman 

Anne Stevens 

Secretary 

Ralph Burr 

Treasurer 

David Hilea Jr. 

Members 

Sean Newcamp, Steven Okumoto, Michael 
Zehner, Wayne S. Ibara and Kevin Shiota 

TO GET INVOLVED: The board meets at 
Makiki Christian Church. Contact 768-3710, or see 
www.honolulu.gov/nco.  

SO SPECIAL 

Dynamic urban area at a crossroads 

The Ala Moana-Kakaako area is a very special place due to its proximity to Waikiki and also its central 
location for retail and recreation. 

The area is at a crossroads between the old and new. Many light industrial businesses have thrived for 
many years in this area, and now many very high-end residential condominium projects have been 
constructed or planned. 

The planned rail project threatens to divide the neighborhood in a negative manner. Many developers 
seek to change the character of the community. 

Our neighborhood is special due to its dynamic nature and eclectic mix of businesses, local Hawaii 
residents, tourists and seasonal visitors. 

FACTS & FIGURES 
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» Ala Moana means "path to the sea" in Hawaiian. This commercial, retail and residential district sits 
along Oahu's southern shores and features a stretch of reef-protected beaches. 

» In 1934, President Franklin D. Roosevelt dedicated the new 76-acre park as "Moana Park." The beach 
area was created in the '50s by the owner of Dillingham Dredging Company, who disposed of dredged 
earth and sand there. 

» Ala Moana Center, once the largest U.S. shopping center, is now the largest open-air shopping center 
in the world. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20100418_Welcome_to_the_neighborhood  Ala_Moana-Kakaako.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Posted on: Wednesday, April 14, 2010 

Hawaii stuck over a 
barrel 
There's an interesting conversation going on 
right now at the Legislature over the idea of 
substantially raising the tax on imported oil — 
the so-called "barrel tax" — from today's 
nominal 5 cents a barrel to a buck-five a barrel. 

Originally conceived as a way to generate money 
that would help Hawaii move away from its 
independence on imported oil, the barrel tax has 
now morphed into another way to raise money to 
balance the overall budget. We all have to buy 
gas, right? 

It might take a bit of political courage, but 
lawmakers should return to original principles: 
The only way we are ever going to get ourselves 
off the imported oil lifeline is to develop our own 
alternatives. And that ain't cheap. 

The best way to pay for development of 
alternative sources is to tax the source we now 
use, whether we like it or not: imported oil. 

There is a growing possibility that Hawaii may 
soon be without a "domestic" refiner turning oil 
into the gas and airline fuel we all depend on. 
Chevron, for instance, seems about ready to 
walk. Sure, it will continue to ship in jet fuel and 
gasoline, but at what cost? 

Shipping schedules and the vagaries of weather 
and international demand will decide how much 
oil — energy — we have to power our economy. 

The only logical approach is to develop our own 
domestic source of fuel and energy that is 
independent of the world's choices. The military 
recognizes this, with its new emphasis on energy 
independence and the concept of shifting to 
biofuels that can be produced locally to keep our 
defenders flying. 

Long-term planners in the military recognize 
that when the "worst thing" happens, we are on 
our own and we might as well begin planning for 
that moment now. 

True, the optimists among us believe that 
doomsday will never come. And it might not. 
Security people cannot afford to take that bet. 

The day of "peak oil" will come. That is the day 
when demand clearly exceeds supply. 

For an oil-dependent isolated state such as 
Hawaii, it makes sense to get ahead of that day. 
A modest increase in the tax on the oil we 
consume today should be invested in tomorrow, 
not on the short-term pressures of balancing the 
budget we face today. 

Reach Jerry Burris at jnyburris@yahoo.corn. 
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Posted on: Monday, April 19, 2010 

Rail just another 
'investment' that 
won't pay 

Fares from passengers won't 
cover expense of operating 
system 

To understand how we are destroying Hawai'i's 
wealth, it helps to understand the wealth 
creation and destruction process as it relates to 
infrastructure. 

Example: A private group in Oregon announced 
recently that it is to build a 12-mile, $400 million 
tollway south of Portland under the state's 
public-private partnership laws. It plans to 
charge tolls sufficient to pay off, over time, its 
entire construction, financing and operating 
costs and also return a profit after taxes 
sufficient to compensate the group for the risks 
involved. 

To achieve this, tollway users will have valued 
paying the tolls as preferable to the time and 
money costs incurred in taking the alternate 
route. If they do so, the private group will have 
created something that is valued at being worth 
more than the sum of all its costs. 

The builders will have added not only to their 
own net worth, but also the nation's because its 
net worth is, for the most part, the aggregate 
net worth of its citizenry. 

In the late 1800s, with the advent of electricity 
generating plants, streetcar lines were laid out 
in virtually every city in the U.S. within about 10 
years. Passengers were willing to pay the fares 
necessary to pay off over time all the costs 
involved and leave enough for profit and taxes. 
Because of that, the streetcar companies 
became valuable private properties and added to 
the nation's net worth. 

Generally, by the 1930s, streetcar users were no 
longer willing to pay fares sufficient to pay off 
the replacement costs for rails and trains since 
the capital costs for new motor buses were less 
expensive than streetcars. Accordingly, over the 
subsequent 30 years, the private streetcar 
companies all over the nation began removing 
rails and overhead electrical wiring, and 
replacing them with buses. 

Since that time, local governments have taken 
over urban transit systems: Consider what 
happens today when government plans to build 
and operate a new passenger train system (it 
does not matter if it is light rail, heavy rail, 
commuter rail or high-speed rail). 

We know from experience that train users these 
days will not pay fares sufficient to pay off its 
construction costs. In fact, we know that not only 
will fare revenues not pay off construction costs, 
they will not even cover operating costs. 
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According to a recent Federal Reserve Bank 
study, "fares cover on average about 25 percent 
to 30 percent of operating expenses, with local, 
state and federal subsidies covering the 
remainder." 

Essentially, in building a rail project the 
government uses billions of our tax dollars and 
renders them worthless. Worse yet, it also 
encumbers taxpayers with operating subsidies 
stretching far into the future. 

And we continue to do this all over the U.S. — 
including Hawaii. We build convention centers, 
sports stadiums and, of course, rail lines, none of 
which ever come close to paying for themselves, 
which is to say, no one will pay for their use 
sufficient to allow them to operate without 
subsidies. 

Attempts are made to treat them as an 
"investments." For example, rail transit 
proponents say the side benefits of reducing 
traffic congestion, helping lower-income people 
travel and providing jobs, all make the project a 
sound investment. However, such benefits have 
trivial effects compared with the construction 
costs and operating losses of these projects. 

It is instructive to contrast this waste with what 
prevailed from our nation's beginning until the 
Great Depression. In those days, if it was not 
thought to pay, it did not get built. 

One did not build anything knowing that the final 
product would be worth less than the money 
spent on its construction. Today we build the 
convention centers, sports stadiums, rail transit 
and now high-speed rail knowing that they will 
be worthless on completion — and we call it an 
"investment." 

Welcome to the new progressive era. 

Cliff Slater is a Honolulu businessman and writer. 
He wrote this commentary for The Advertiser. 
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Disappeared News 

14at  
News you may not find in the local media. Learn why it was disappeared. 
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• Streetcars bring desire   

• Parents present their plan to end Furlough Fridays   

• BART transit sergeant shoots Taser at 13-year-old boy on  
bike, fortunately misses   

• They should take Taser toys away from boy cops   
• Money talks, money votes   
• Volcanic Ash—no, not David Shapiro this time   

• CNN iReport highlights Hawaii's protest in its 'Schools in 
trouble feature'   
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Monday, April 19, 2010 

Streetcars bring desire 

by Larry Geller 

Here's what Honolulu will miss if it lets Mufi 
build an expensive elevated rail line. r 
This article, from Buffalo Rising, demonstrates 
the vitality that grade-level transit brings along 
its right-of-way. Yes, they are referring to the 
success of Portland, Oregon: 

To date, over $3.5 billion has been invested within two 
blocks of the streetcar system including in excess of 10,000 
new housing units and 5.4 million square feet of office, 
institutional, retail and hotel space. [Buffalo Rising, 

• Streetcars Making a Comeback,  4/19/20101 

With a noisy train overhead and shadows below, Honolulu will be 
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denied that prosperity. 

Other cities have caught on, though. The Buffalo Rising article begins• 

Tucson, Seattle, Washington DC, Atlanta, Sacramento, Fort 
Lauderdale, New Orleans, Columbus, Providence, Fort 
Worth and Salt Lake City are just a few of up to 40 
communities currently planning or building streetcar lines. 
Experts expect up to 22 cities could have lines under 
construction within two years. 

What makes this boom possible is a change in federal policy. The article 
describes some of the changes and links to this one for more detail: 

Up to 22 US cities could be laying track within two years. 

Thanks to the Obama Administration, streetcars may soon 
be reintroduced into many cities that haven't had them for 
more than 50 years. 

Since the middle of last year, the US Department of 
Transportation and the Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) have largely reversed policies of President George 
W. Bush that favored bus rapid transit and made it difficult 
to spend federal funds to build streetcar lines. [New Urban 
News,  Streetcars are poised for a dramatic comeback,  4 - 

5/2010] 

As I've noted before, the development of a vital retail corridor along the 
transit route wouldn't be limited to the Honolulu city center. The same 
opportunities would be available all along the route to Waianae. That's 
right, residential, office, institutional and hotel construction blossoms 
when low-cost, convenient grade-level transit is available. 

Many cities hope to match the success of Portland's system 
that opened in 1991. Its modern streetcars run on an eight 
mile loop from Legacy Good Samaritan Hospital, through 
the trendy Pearl District, downtown, and Portland State 
University to a new riverfront community- the South 
Waterfront District. Ridership is nearly four million 
annually 

That's nearly four million potential customers to retailers along the 
right-of-way. 

The current plan is much less flexible. While a grade-level system could 
go right to airport terminals, the current elevated line has an "airport" 
station that is some distance from the airport. Whether or not it will ever 
go into Waikiki is problematic since residents will resist having a train 
roar by their lanai's or block their view planes. Federal judges have also 
objected to the elevated train passing by their office windows for 
security reasons. 

Yet the City pushes on. Why? Follow the money. 

http ://di sappearednews. corn/ 	 4/19/2010 
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Mufi's train benefits developers big enough (and wealthy enough) to 
build up the station areas. The plan would enrich housing developers 
whose property values increase in Central Oahu. Of course, these folks 
are also the ones able to make campaign contributions and support 
candidates for elective office. 

The mom-and-pop store which might see increased business if the tram 
stopped outside their door can't match the economic might of 
developers. 

For a video clip of the Portland experience see:  Retailers will lose a 
bonanza if rail passes overhead in Honolulu  (10/23/2009). For 

(Thanks to Kevin Killeen for pointer to the Buffalo Rising article) 

Technorati Tags: Hawaii, Honolulu, transit, rail transit, rail, streetcars, 
Portland   
delicious Tags: Hawaii, Honolulu, transit, rail transit, rail, streetcars, 
Portland   

Permalink  posted by  Larry  @ 4/19/2010 11:26:00 
AM   0 comments - add your comment links to this post 

Friday, April 16, 2010 

Parents present their plan to end Furlough 
Fridays   

by Larry Geller 

Parent groups held a press conference today at the State Capitol to 
present their own plan for dealing with Furlough Fridays. See videos at: 
Hawaii parents present $55 million plan to end school furloughs now  -  
April 16, 2010  (CNN.com, 4/16/2010). 

The plan would use funds from the Hurricane Relief Funds, 
and other state sources to eliminate nine furlough days, at a 
cost of $55 million In addition, teachers would teach on six 
of what had been planning days, as they had agreed to do 
with the BOE. The plan costs about $7 million less than 
what Gov. Lingle has already offered to accept. 

The Advertiser reports more detail and also reactions from BOE chair 
Garrett Toguchi and Governor Lingle. Please read the complete 
Advertiser story for the details. I'll snip this one bit, admittedly out of 
context: 

"It is critical that we address the furlough situation with a 
comprehensive solution that involves parents, teachers, and 
taxpayers in the solution," Lingle said in her statement. 
[Honolulu Advertiser,  New plan emerges to eliminate 15   
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Say Yes to the Honolulu Rail System 
Honolulu's soon-to-be-built rail transit system makes sense for Oahu residents no matter where you 

live. It will improve mobility for islanders who must commute along the Kapolei-Downtown corridor, 

and it'll cut traffic congestion from projected levels by about 20%. If you're put off that I'm a paid 

communications consultant to the City and started this blog specifically to advance the project, you 

probably don't want to read any further. 

Monday, April 19, 2010 

Rail Critic Serves Up Another Pro-Car 
Commentary 

The man we've credited with being the chief obstacle to rail transit 
creation in Honolulu is at it again today with yet another column in 
the Honolulu Advertiser. The paper - soon to be acquired by the 
owner of the Honolulu Star-Bulletin - has been a platform for Cliff 
Slater's views for literally decades. He even was given a 
recurring "Second Opinion" commentary slot in the paper from the 
early 1990s to around 2006. 

To his credit, Mr. Slater has been able to fire off 500 or more words 
on just about any subject over the years (see his Second Opinion  
website) on Public Education, Governments & Markets, Labor & 
Privatization, and of course, Traffic & Transportation. 

Living by the ABCs 

It's the latter category that defines him, however. Mr. Slater is a 
diehard believer in the private automobile. The tie that binds his 
commentaries into one whole body of work is the car. We started 
referring to him as A-B-C "Always By Car" Cliff as evidence of his 
car preference piled up. 

Today's commentary is another example. He writes glowingly about 
a toll road to be built by private investors in Oregon. They plan to 
build a $400 million pay-to-ride highway south of Portland that will 
have tolls sufficiently high enough to cover the cost of construction, 
financing and operations. 

The rest of his commentary has examples of government's inability 
to accomplish the same goal, no matter what it builds. His chief 
target is the current Honolulu rail project, of course, as was the 
City's plan to build a similar grade-separated system two decades 
ago. 

What Mr. Slater doesn't dwell on today is the big difference 
between a toll road and a municipal rail project. Toll roads serve 
the well-to-do, leaving the less financially able to sit in traffic 
congestion the wealthy pay to avoid. Major City infrastructure 
projects like Honolulu rail and TheBus system naturally must serve 
everyone's needs and therefore are more progressive than toll 
roads. 

http ://yes2rail.blogspot. com/2010/04/rai  1 -criti c- serve s-up-another-pro-car. html 
	

4/19/2010 
AR00079466 



Say Yes to the Honolulu Rail System: Rail Critic Serves Up Another Pro-Car Commentary Page 2 of 2 

Restoring mobility to the masses - that's what Honolulu rail will 
accomplish. It's something Mr. Slater can't claim for his toll roads, 
no matter how many times he tries. 

Posted by Doug Carlson at 4/19/2010 07:16:00 AM   
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ISLAND COMMENTARY 

Aloha Tower Development agency poised for success 
By Jason Okuhama 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 19, 2010 

The board of directors of the Aloha Tower Development Corp. has guided and worked closely with the ATDC staff for the past four years. Based 
on this relationship, I speak on behalf of the entire board when I convey our displeasure with your recent editorial on ATDC which, like the Office 
of the Auditor's report, was one-sided and unbalanced ("Dissolve Aloha Tower agency," Star-Bulletin, April 11). 

After initiating a strategic planning process in March 2009, our board of directors adopted ATDC's Strategic Plan. This plan details development 
concepts for the Aloha Tower jurisdiction and includes transit-oriented development opportunities presented by the proposed mass transit stations 
in the Downtown corridor. ATDC recognizes the need for a well-thought out and comprehensive master-planned development along the Honolulu 
downtown waterfront areas that will be built around the Chinatown and Downtown transit stops. With our planning, zoning and subdivision 
powers, ATDC is poised to be a major player in bringing this project to fruition. Furthermore, the current ATDC board and staff have resolved 
many of the past legal issues that have stymied our efforts to develop the Aloha Tower Project Area. We are now able to move forward with the 
development concepts identified in the Strategic Plan. 

ATDC's ongoing progress on implementing and expediting the Harbors Modernization Plan has had an immediate impact on the economy of the 
state of Hawaii. First of all, the statewide harbor infrastructure improvement projects are essential to maximizing efficiencies in handling existing 
and future cargo requirements within our harbors. And since 2008, ATDC, in conjunction with the Department of Transportation, has issued $7.5 
million in planning, design and construction contracts that will translate into $76.5 million in construction work over the next two fiscal years. 
Additionally, the current economic climate that has lowered construction costs may provide an opportunity for competitive contract pricing that 
may allow the state to include and move forward with harbor improvement projects that were budgeted for future fiscal years. These construction 
projects provide a necessary shot in the arm for the harbor users and the construction industry. The state can ill afford to have the progress of 
statewide harbor infrastructure improvements be stopped in its tracks. 

The auditor's report chose to ignore the aforementioned Strategic Plan and ATDC's significant progress on the Harbors Modernization Plan 

1 of 2 	 4/19/2010 3:23 PM 
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projects. The report's narrow focus on the past and not the good work currently being done is a great disservice to the agency. We hope the 
Legislature will look beyond the audit report and recognize the true value and potential of ATDC. 

Jason Okuhama, vice chairman of the ATDC board, is a real estate/financial professional and managing partner with Commercial & Business 
Lending. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.cornieditorials/20100419_aloha_tower_development  agency_poised_for_success. html 

a Click to Print 1 	 SAVE THIS  I  EMAIL THIS  I Close 
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Posted on: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

Canceled contract 
cost keeps rising 

City expected to set aside more 
funds to fight legal challenge 

The cost to the city of canceling a rail transit 
insurance contract is expected to climb to 
$70,000. 

The City Council tomorrow will consider setting 
aside an additional $20,000 to pay an outside 
law firm to fight off legal challenges relating to 
a canceled $1.68 million rapid transit insurance-
related contract. 

The city already has spent $49,500 of a $50,000 
contract awarded to the law firm McCorriston, 
Miller, Mukai, MacKinnon, which is defending the 
city. 

The city awarded a risk-management program 
contract to Marsh USA last summer. Losing 
bidder Aon Risk Services protested that award. 
The city later denied Aon's protest, but canceled 
the award to Marsh anyway following the 
discovery of "irregularities" in the contract award 
process. 

Marsh and Aon have both protested the city's 

actions. 

So far, $635,000 has been spent or set aside for 
legal fees associated with the rapid-transit 
project. That amount could climb as more 
contracts are awarded and, if construction 
proceeds, the city moves ahead with property 
condemnations to acquire needed right of way. 

http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/20100420/NEWS09/4200336/Canceled  contra... Page 1 of 1 
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Hawaii's car dealers 
hope their four-year 
slump is nearing end 

Latest data suggest sales 
decrease ofjust 1% in 1st 
quarter 

By  Greg Wiles 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Hawai'i's new car dealers are hopeful a 
disastrous four-year slide in auto sales is coming 
to an end. 

Figures released by the Hawaii Automobile 
Dealers Association yesterday show 2010s first 
three months only saw a 1 percent decline in 
new car registrations, a measure thought 
representative of purchases of new autos and 
light trucks. 

Dealers are hoping the state's economic 
downturn is coming to an end and that sales 
declines reverse themselves this year. Auto sales 
last year were less than half of what they had 
been in 2005. This year, dealers are hoping to 
see a slight increase. 

"I don't think dealers are going out and 
celebrating at the moment, but we think the 

bottom is behind us," said Glenn Inouye, senior 
vice president of Servco Pacific, which operates 
Toyota and Scion dealerships. 

Car registration figures compiled by Auto 
Outlook Inc. of Malvern, Pa., show there was a 1 
percent decline to 8,229 automobiles sold during t 
he January-to-March quarter. That compared 
with 8,308 in the similar period a year earlier. 

But the report said there were more than 3,000 
vehicles sold in March alone, only the second 
time in the past 18 months that has occurred. 

"The key question on dealers minds is: Will 
market conditions show continued improvement 
for the remainder of the year?" the report said. 

"Or is it stuck in the doldrums for an extended 
period?" 

Local dealers are hoping for improvements to 
increase through the year. David Higashiyama, 
marketing director of JN Automotive Group in 
Honolulu, said there is more activity in the 
showroom compared with six months ago. 

"It's nice to see people are back in the market 
shopping," Higashiyama said, explaining 
showroom traffic, visits to the dealership's 
website and phone calls have increased. 

Still, he said, the business remains uneven, with 
one week showing very favorable trends and the 
next coming in under expectations. 

The Auto Outlook report said car sales on Oahu 

http://www.hono1u1uadvertiser.com/artic1e/20100420NEWS01/4200353/Hawaha??s  car ... Page 1 of 2 
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The Big Island's car sales were off 10.4 percent 
during the first quarter, while Kaua'i's sales 
dipped 14.4 percent. Maui was off 9.1 percent. 

But dealers remain hopeful that Hawai'i's 
economy will continue to recover, though they 
note some uncertainty still hangs over the state 
in the form of government worker furloughs, the 
possibility that several hundred people may lose 
their jobs with the sale of Honolulu's daily 
newspapers and state budget woes. 

"We probably will see in the second half of the 
year improvements, rather than from the onset 
of the year," Servco's Inouye said. He said 
Toyota's sales were hurt by news of unexpected 
acceleration in some models, but that a zero-
percent financing offer had started to draw 
people back in. 

A big factor remains the economy, he said. 

"We still think there are some dark clouds out 
there." 

Indeed, though Auto Outlook is projecting an 
increase in sales, it is lower than prior 
projections for 2010. 

The report projected there will be a 6.8 percent 
increase in sales this year to 35,929. 

That's down from the 9.7 percent increase it 
projected in a forecast it issued in January and 
lower still from a 12.9 percent increase it 
expected in October. 

Still, Higashiyama said he's hopeful 2010 will be 
better. 

"Last year was so tough," he said. 

Reach Greg Wiles at gwiles@honoluluadvertiser. 
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It's electric 
APR 21, 2010 1  n  SHARE  JOISI.: 

Nice job on the Weeklys sustainability issue [4/14], particularly the 

emphasis on using bikes and the city bus to get around. They can be as 

convenient as driving a car but pollute less and use less energy. 

By this time next year, I dearly hope that the Weekly can include rail 

transit in its sustainability issue. If we are serious about reducing our 

dependence on autos and gasoline made from imported oil, we will need 

electrically powered commuter trains. 
www.flickr.com  

Keith Walters 

Waikiki 
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35th Annual Spring New Products Show Hits the 
Blaisdell This Weekend 
April 24, 2:40 AM • Matthew Derby - Honolulu City Guide Examiner 

A celebration of new products is presented at the Blaisdell Exhibition Hall this weekend as the 35th Annual Spring New products 
Show takes place Friday, April 23rd through Sunday, April 25th, 2010. 

This year, the show boasts more than 200 participating businesses and is expected to attract more than 3o,000 attendees from all 
over the state as it provides a unique shopping and dining experience for residents and visitors alike. 

Besides the usual presentation of new products, must-have gadgets, new services island arts & crafts, and yummy island food, the 
event promises to keep attendees excited with an array of daily prize giveaways including a deluxe Las Vegas vacation package for 
two by Vacations Hawai ' i, ABC Design Center furniture packages, general products & merchandise, and several cash prizes. 

What's Cool at the Expo? 

Event-goers will also be amazed by the "Experience the Taste of the Pacific" food area that highlights dozens of local food 
vendors, restaurants, catering companies, and island fresh suppliers. Everything from local plate lunches to Hawaiian food is 
available at the show. 

Honolulu Rail Transit is participating in the event with news and updates on 0 ' ahu's 20-mile rail transit project. Artists 
renderings, a scaled station model, a virtual fly-though video of the route, informational videos, and experts will be on hand to 
answer questions from the public. Event attendees also have a chance to ride a virtual train simulation utilizing green screen 
technology and walk away with a complimentary digital photo of the experience. 

Adam's Premium Car Care Products is being sold on site and this system is truly amazing to keep your car sparkling and in 
top shape. Old cars look new again and newer cars look showroom clean via Adam's easy to follow system. Show specials for his 
products run 15% off through out the weekend. 

University of Hawai'i students feature Kulanui products - a special culinary brand that partners the university with local 
businesses to grow the ingredients and develop recipes to produce sustainable products such as jams, jellies, salad dressings, 
barbecue sauce, lip balm, and bath salts. At the show, they're passing out free kalua pig bun sandwiches and a chance to try out 
their remarkable barbecue sauce. Even renowned island chef Alan Wong would be proud of the taste of this sauce by these 
talented students. At the show, pick up a coupon that entitles you to buy one Kulanui product at regular price and get 1/2 off your 
second Kulanui product available only at the Ward or Downtown Rainbowtique. 

Event Details 

• Friday, April 23 from 5 p.m. — to p.m. 
• Saturday, April 24 from to a.m. — 9 p.m. 
• Sunday, April 25 from to a.m. — 5 p.m. 

General admission is only $3 per person with children ages 12 and younger able to enter for free when they're with an adult. 

Location Information 

Neal S. Blaisdell Exposition Hall 777 Ward Avenue, Honolulu, HI USA 96814 

Contact Information 

Phone: 808-591-2211 or 808-945-3594 Event Contact: Pacific Expos Email. info@pacificexpos.com  

http://www.examiner.com/blog/printexaminerarticles.cfm?section=examiners,examiners&.. . 4/26/2010 
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For more information on this event, please visit www.pacificexpos.com .  

Spring New products Show 2010 at the Blaisdell Exhibition Center 

Matt Derby 

Copyright 2010 Examiner.com . All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 

rewritten or redistributed. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Monday, April 26, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 26, 2010 

Rail proponents ignore the figures 

Since Nancy Bey Little has branded those opposed to rail as Luddites ("Rail-transit critic 
becoming a joke," Star-Bulletin, Letters, April 15), I would like to brand the pro-railers as 
Ostriches. 

The Luddites were opposed to mechanization during the industrial revolution; my definition of 
Ostriches is those pro-railers who choose to stick their head in the sand instead of hearing and 
seeing the facts about rail. If some of the Ostriches will just read a few more words, I will tell 
them why this Luddite opposes rail. 

Estimated cost of rail as reported by the city: 

» 2004: $2.7 billion 
» 2006: $3.7 billion 
» 2008: $4.28 billion 
» 2010: $5.5 billion 

The 2010 amount does not include costs for recent changes to accommodate the Federal Aviation 
Administration. Note that this is not a full build out; it only goes from a dirt field in East Kapolei 
to Ala Moana Center. The full build out to the University of Hawaii-Manoa and Waikiki is over 
$7.7 billion. 

Garry P. Smith 

Ewa Beach 
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Mayor pushes to use special land conservation funds to augment rail's transit oriented dev... Page 2 of 5 

11  12 13 14 15 16 17 

18  19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

« Mar 

— More on Civil Beat, Bob Jones on what local media are missing, and more media comment The rush of reporting —> 

Mayor pushes to use special land conservation funds to augment rail's transit oriented 
development 

April 27th, 2010 • 1 Comment • Politics 

Millions of dollars set aside in a fund intended to be used only for important land conservation projects could instead be diverted to provide open space 
or parks along Honolulu's proposed rail transit route if Mayor Mufi Hanneman's administration has its way. 

But the chair of the commission established by the City Council to administer the special fund says it would be illegal under current law for 
Hannemann to do an end run around the commission in order to take control of the conservation funding. 

The money is part of the city's Clean Water and Natural Lands Fund, created after voters approved an amendment to the Honolulu City Charter in 2006 
setting aside at least one-half percent of annual real property tax revenue for land conservation. A City Council resolution which established a 
commission to administer the fund later defined its mission as protecting "still undeveloped and important environmental and aesthetic assets... 
vulnerable to ongoing development, commercial interests, and urban sprawl." 

Use of the conservation fund islimited by law to specific purposes: 

protection of watershed lands to preserve water quality and water supply; preservation of forests, beaches, coastal areas and agricultural 
lands; public outdoor recreation and education, including access to beaches and mountains; preservation of historic or culturally important 
land areas and sites; protection of significant habitats or ecosystems, including buffer zones; conservation of land in order to reduce 
erosion, floods, landslides, and runoff; and acquisition of public access to public land and open space. 

Under the procedures set up by the City Council in the ordinance establishing the fund and a resolution setting up an advisory commission to 
administer the process, the Clean Water and Natural Land Commission solicits and screens applications for funding, then reports their findings and 
recommends specific spending priorities to the council. 

Although its recommendations are advisory, Ord. 07-18 requires all expenditures to be "consistent with" the funding priorities recommended by the 
commission. 

It would be a violation of law, as established by the City Charter and implemented by Ord. 07-18, for the administration to simply disregard the 
commission's recommendations or circumvent the commission process. 

The Charter further restricts use of the funds, specifying that any expenditures from the fund must be in addition to and not in place of "appropriations 
historically made for the purposes stated in this section," meaning that the city can't simply use the CWNL funds to augment its budget during the 
current fiscal crisis. 

More than $4 million was deposited into the fund last year, with a similar amount to be added in the upcoming year, and most of that is still available. 

In his "State of the City" speech earlier this year, Mayor Hannemann said he intends to tap the Clean Water and Natural Lands money to promote 
transit oriented development along the rail transit route that would include open space and "a sustainable environment" in new rail-spawned 
developments. 

While dipping into the available CWNL funds is undoubtedly tempting to the cash-strapped city, it is unlikely to go down well with environmentalists 
who backed the 2006 charter amendment, which was approved, over Hannemann's objections, by more than 58% of Honolulu residents voting on the 
issue. 

Marjorie Ziegler, chair of the Clean Water and Natural Lands Commission and executive director of the Conservation Council for Hawaii, said she has 
heard Hannemann wants half of the available funds to be devoted to providing open space along the rail. 

"It's perfectly appropriate for him to go to the Council and change the law," Ziegler said. "But he can't take half the money until the law is changed. 
Until you change the law, you can't do whatever you please with these funds." 

Ziegler stressed that the commission has tried to be "transparent and fair," and has solicited applications for funding from the administration and the 
public. 

"We're going to follow the law until the law is changed," Ziegler said. "We have to do due diligence here because it's the taxpayer's money." 

"That's my position as chair, and I think nobody (on the commission) disagrees with that," Ziegler said. 

Minutes of the Clean Water and Natural Lands Commission, along with correspondence and testimony on file with the city show that the 
administration has had a rocky relationship with the commission through most of its history. 
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When the commission was created in 2007, an administration representative attended commission meetings and appeared supportive of its efforts, 
records show. What is equally clear is that the administration's attitude changed when it became clear that the commission would be outside of its 
control. 

Ziegler said the commission has encouraged the administration to submit applications for projects it would like to see funded with the land 
conservation funds, signaling they would likely get a positive reception. A City Council resolution issued a similar invitation. 

However, in a March 2009 letter to the council, Hannemann replied: 

For philosophical reasons, the Council's request is objectionable insofar that my administration is asked to submit our projects through the 
Council's Commission... .1 strongly object to the Council's intrusion into an executive branch function to evaluate projects for funding 
with Fund monies. 

The administration's objections appear to have two parts. First, the administration continues to reflect Hannemann's initial opposition to the charter 
amendment establishing the land conservation fund. 

In a June 2008 letter to the commission, then-Managing Director Wayne Hashiro expressed the administration's position when he wrote that land 
conservation "is not a core function of city government." 

Instead of "the preservation of forests, beaches, coastal areas and agricultural lands, preservation of historic or culturally important land areas and 
sites," the administration said the priority would be development or expansion of active parks. 

The Charter Commission that recommended the land conservation fund and the majority of voters who approved it might take a contrary position. The 
fact that land conservation is not a "core function" is precisely why a special fund like this is so necessary. Without it, conservation might not have a 
place on the public agenda. 

In addition, the administration has objected to the City Council's exclusive appointment authority, and may be angling for authority to appoint some of 
the commissioners. 

Commission minutes show an ongoing concern over lack of communication and problems getting any response from the administration. With 
commission backing, Ziegler met with Managing Director Kirk Caldwell in early November 2009 to discuss the commission's concern as to whether 
the administration had released funds for previously approved projects. 

"Mr. Caldwell does not know if the Mayor will release the funds," according to the commission's minutes. 

It isn't clear whether the funding was being held "hostage" in an attempt to force changes sought by the administration, but that's how it appeared to 
some commissioners. 

The minutes reflect the Hannemann administration's fixation on being in control. 

Chair Ziegler sensed from her meeting with Mr. Caldwell that the mayor has some concerns about how the commissioners were chosen 
since the commissioners were chosen by the council and whether the city administration or the council makes the final decision on the 
expenditure of the fund. 

Caldwell could not be reached for comment yesterday. 

The mayor signaled an apparent escalation of pressure in this year's "State of the City" speech, where he spoke of drawing on Clean Water and Natural 
Lands funds for transit oriented development along the rail route. 

The mayor's budget, now pending before the city council, includes $3 million from the CWNL Fund for unspecified purposes: 

Provision of funds for the acquisition of band for land conservation purposes consistent with the Revised Ordinances of Honolulu Chapter 
6, Article 62, which may include acquisition of land for an active park in the Leeward area such as the Nanakuli area. 

Minutes of the CWNL Commission indicate that no proposal of this kind has been submitted to or considered by the commission. 

Cynics might see this as a "poison pill" for Council Chair Todd Apo, who might have a difficult time turning down a new park in his district, even if it 
means initiating changes in the Clean Water and Natural Land Commission to give the administration more direct access to the land conservation funds 
for other purposes. 

If successful, Hannemann's maneuver would co-opt the land conservation fund and transform it from a defense against ongoing development and 
commercial interests into a source of assured funding for just such development along the rail line. 

[Note: I ran out of time before inserting links to the relevant city documents. Hopefully I'll get back to this later today.] 

ShareThis   
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Pierre, hire this  guy. On second thought, 
please don't 

by Larry Geller 

Ian Lind not only posted a gem of investigative reporting this 
morning (see: ilind.net,  Mayor pushes to use special land 
conservation funds to augment rail's transit oriented development, 
4/27/2010), but he then followed with a valuable tutorial on how 
investigative reporting is done  (The rush of reporting). 

Please read both articles. I'll snip Ian's lead to encourage you to go 
over there: 
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Millions of dollars set aside in a fund intended to be used 
only for important land conservation projects could 
instead be diverted to provide open space or parks along 
Honolulu's proposed rail transit route if Mayor Mufi 
Hanneman's administration has its way. 

But the chair of the commission established by the City 
Council to administer the special fund says it would be 
illegal under current law for Hannemann to do an end run 
around the commission in order to take control of the 
conservation funding. 

I'm sad that the people of Honolulu are allowing a mayor to so 
devote and divert the county's resources to this project that it appears 
he will stop at nothing, even sacrificing our quality of life, to make 
his train more appealing. 

Where is that Superman that I remember as a kid, who stood in front 
of the speeding train with outstretched arms and sweating and 
straining, was pushed backwards for hundreds of yards before he 
finally stopped the thing (and saved Lois Lane, by a hairbreadth). 

As I read Ian's articles just now I was thinking what a catch he would 
make for Peer News. On the other hand, if that meant that he would 
be sequestered behind a paywall, lost to those of us who don't believe 
in gated communities for special people, I'd rather Pierre leave him 
alone. Or Pierre, you could just push that Donate button that Ian and 
other bloggers have someplace on their website. 

The best news on the web is still free, strange but true. 

But I would like to add something to fill out the Mufi picture 
suggested above. I can't claim to have investigated this, I do get 
many tips, leaks and suggestions. Here's one that refers to a meeting 
to which the Mayor was invited: 

Last night [Thursday, 4/22/20101, Mufi Hannemann 
attended Honolulu Community College's 90th 
anniversary Luau. The event was held to honor 
distinguished alumni After a few minutes of 
pleasantries, he immediately jumped on promoting his 
train focusing on the benefits of a rail station at HCC. No 
mention of course of the potential for huge traffic jams 
around the campus during and after construction. What is 
appropriate to sell the train during an event meant to 
honor alumni accomplishment? You be the judge. 
Someone needs to whisper into his ear that he is turning 
into a caricature of himself. 

Invite hizonner to your luau and you get a train pitch it seems. 

Since the report is from a trusted source (thank you, source), I'm 
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happy to bring it to reader attention. Add this anecdote to Ian's 
excellent investigative report for a little more insight into the 
juggernaut that this transit project has become. 

Technorati Tags: Invite hizonner to your luau and you get a train 
pitch it seems.   
delicious Tags: Hawaii, Honolulu, journalism, train, Mufi, 
Hannemann   
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Rail development will improve city 
By Mufi Hannemann 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 27, 2010 

4 retweet 	Share We're on the cusp of a transformation of Honolulu's urban core not seen since the 
post-statehood boom years. It'll be a dramatic reshaping of the way we live, work, 

and play, stemming the retreat of urban living to the suburbs; producing opportunities for affordable 
housing closer to where we work; stimulating business and retail growth; widening open spaces; and 
creating a future only limited by our imaginations. 

I speak of TOD, Transit-Oriented Development. TOD is what's happening along rail transit routes in 
cities across the nation. In places like Phoenix, Santa Clara, Calif., and Portland, Ore., rail systems have 
catalyzed urban development and rejuvenated the areas surrounding the transit stations. 

The Urban Land Institute has stated that TOD is one of the best bets for investors because Americans' 
housing preferences are shifting toward an urban lifestyle offering proximity to jobs, shopping and 
entertainment; affordability; mobility; and open space — in short, a better quality of life. 

The City and County of Honolulu has held TOD workshops to gather ideas from residents on what they 
envision for their neighborhoods. We were one of four cities awarded a grant by Living Cities, and we 
used some of the money to invite TOD experts from the mainland to share their experience. They spent 
two days with local stakeholders identifying and developing methods to create new sources of 
community equity, wealth, and capacity from our rail project. 

Participants included representatives from banks, affordable housing developers, nonprofit 
organizations, the University of Hawaii, Kamehameha Schools and businesses. We also held our second 
public symposium April 6 at Farrington High School, "Building Community Wealth around Transit." 
Here's what the experts confirmed about TOD: 

» Restores a sense of community among families and neighbors 

» Preserves and creates affordable housing 

» Add parks and plazas; preserves public views and opens new ones 

» Creates networks of pedestrian-friendly and bike-friendly streets 

» Creates a rich urban setting that is safe, exciting and full of housing, employment and social 
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opportunities for all segments of our population. Increases pride in area. 

And this doesn't even touch the many direct benefits of rail transit, which will ease the frustrating daily 
commute and lessen our dependence on imported fossil fuels. 

But it won't happen overnight. And it won't be accomplished by government or private sector alone. We 
need community champions engaged and at the table. 

These are exciting times for Honolulu. Elevated rail transit is Honolulu's best tool to combat traffic 
congestion. While discussion continues about the project itself, it is not too early to plan for TOD. It will 
take time to ensure that the goals of TOD reflect the goals of the many, rather than a few. It will take 
time to foster relationships driven by a community-based planning process among the private sector, 
public sector, nonprofits, and other organizations so that we all work together to achieve our shared 
goals for our home, our city. 

IviujI Hannemann is mayor of Honolulu 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20100427_Rail_development_will_improve_city.html  

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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honoluluadvertisercom 
Posted on: Wednesday, April 28, 2010 

Federal grant will 
assist Hawaii traffic 
safety efforts 

Hawaii will get more than $1 million from the 
federal government for traffic safety programs 
that encourage seat belt use and safe and sober 
driving, Sens. Daniel K. Inouye and Daniel K. 
Akaka announced yesterday. 

The $1,032,254 comes from a grant from the 
National Highway Safety Administration. 

The grant provisions allow each county to 
identify their most pressing traffic safety issue 
and address it with the help of federal money. 

"Each year we watch as senseless, preventable 
injuries and deaths occur on Hawai'i's roads," 
Inouye said in a statement. "These funds will 
help the counties focus their traffic safety 
efforts where the need exists." 

"This grant will provide police with resources to 
increase traffic safety in Hawaii," Akaka said in 
a statement. 
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Let 'local workers' bill die its deserved death 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Apr 28, 2010 

1 retweet 	Share  The city has been able to attract lower-than-expected bids on initial contracts to 
begin construction of the rail transit project, but that could change because of 

contract constraints being considered by the Legislature. Legislators should allow Gov. Linda Lingle's 
veto of the "local jobs for local workers" measure to stand — or prepare to explain later why rising costs 
for rail and other public works projects will require increased tax revenue. 

The bill would require that state and county public works contracts be given to companies with 80 
percent of their project workforce to be residents. It defines a resident as "a person who is physically 
present in the state at the time the person claims to have established the person's domicile in the state 
and shows the person's intent is to make Hawaii the person's primary residence." 

That could well be enough to discourage a company from seeking a contract because of the possible 
restraints. In opposing the bill, Honolulu city officials call it "an administrative nightmare," and the 
General Contractors Association of Hawaii, consisting of 570 contractors and subcontractors, regards 
compliance "difficult if not impossible." 

The recession has resulted in high unemployment figures in Hawaii and across the country, but 
imposing protectionist constraints is more likely to exacerbate the problem. 

"While the bill has been touted as a job creation measure," Lingle pointed out, "the end result would 
likely discourage job creation by increasing project costs to taxpayers, as well as increasing the 
likelihood of project delays due to additional grounds for protests by contractors who are not selected." 

The city has estimated that construction of the rail line between Kapolei and Ala Moana will generate 
more than 10,000 jobs a year for nine years. That is likely to play a large factor in Hawaii's recovery 
from the recession, but the constraints on the hiring of out-of-state workers could create a major problem 
with large cost increases. 

Yes, there must be equal pay for equal work, and yes, many Hawaii workers are idling. But locking out 
legitimate competition is not the American way. 

The bill raises questions about compliance with a person's right as U.S. citizen to employment, 
regardless of state lines. While several states have similar restrictions discriminating against outsiders to 
work under public works contracts by requiring lids on the percentage of out-of-staters, Lingle wrote in 
her veto message that "courts are divided as to the validity" of those state laws. Legislators may not have 
done their legal homework, Lingle suggested, possibly "subjecting the state to protracted and costly 
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litigation." 

The bill passed unanimously in the House and only the Senate's two Republicans voted against it. That's 
a lot of union pressure being exerted in this election year. 

Indeed, Hawaii labor unions are lined up in support as bill co-sponsor Sen. Robert Bunda slaps at 
governments elsewhere "for allowing foreign laborers to flood their labor pools." Lawmakers' insistence 
that inserting xenophobia into the islands' labor force would be good for Hawaii's economy is 
shortsighted, and wrong-minded. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.starbulletin.com/editorials/20100428_Let  local_workers_bill_die_its_deserved_death.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Oahu rail project back on track after airport plan approval 
Posted: Apr 30, 2010 10:38 PM 
Updated: Apr 30, 2010 11:41 PM 

By Holly Juscen -  bio  I  email   

HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - Its full steam ahead for the $5.2 billion rail project. The city got the thumbs up 
from federal transportation officials, approving the airport layout route change. 

Now its moved into the environmental impact statement review stage. Wayne Yoshioka of the Hawaii Department 
of Transportation, says this is good news. 

"We are very encouraged that the FAA came out and said that they concur, that's a big step." 

Last month the city was forced to move the route of its elevated track near the airport to avoid being too close to 
the runways. The fix in the plan required relocation of a rail station, about 300 feet mauka, to the corner of 
Ualena Street and Lagoon Drive. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann called the Federal Aviation Administration approval of the airport layout plan a key step in 
creating much needed jobs. Four Hawaii labor unions who endorsed Hannemann for governor agreed. 

"We believe Mufi Hannemann has consistently delivered and will continue to deliver on promises to support 
projects like rail which will provide jobs for working families in Hawaii, " said Eugene Soquena, of Operating 
Engineers Local 3. 

"Many of these unions are going to help us build this rail system. At the end of the day we need qualified, certified 
construction workers and I want to do it with as many local construction workers as possible," said Mayor 
Hannemann. 

Yoshioka is reluctant to give a date as to when they might break ground on the rail project. First, the final 
environmental impact statement needs to be reviewed by six or seven agencies, then the public will get to weigh 
in and this could take months. 

"The mayor has said all along, consistently that we are going to step through every process, we are not going to 
rush things," said Yoshioka. 

  

Wayne Yoshioka 

 

  

The city had hoped to break ground on the rail last December, now they say the process is out of their hands. They can have to wait for several 
reviews and approvals, and that could take months. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights resented. 
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Unions endorse Hannemann for Hawaii Governor 
Posted: Apr 30, 2010 316 PM 

Updated: Apr 30, 2010 738 PM 

HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - Four labor unions say they will back 
Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann in his bid to become Hawaii's next 
governor. 

Hawaii's Sheet Metal Workers Local 293, International Union of 
Painters and Allied Trades District 50, Drywall Tapers Finishers Local 
1944, and Operating Engineers Local 3 believe Hannemann would 
enhance the chances Oahu's rail system will be a success. 

"What Hawaii needs is a governor who has the experience and track 
record of initiating big projects and making things happen," said Lynn 
Kinney, Business Manager and Treasurer of District Council 50. 

The unions who gave their endorsements today are among the 12 that 
signed the Rapid Transit Stabilization Agreement last year. The deal is 
supposed to ensure there will be no work slowdowns or stoppages. 

Hannemann says he will officially declare in May. He already has the 
backing of the State of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers (SHOPO), 
the International Longshore and Warehouse Union and Iron Workers. 

Neil Abercrombie also has several endorsements, including the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers and the National 
Association of Social Workers, Hawaii Chapter, Laborers International 
Union, Local 368. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved 
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NEWS RELEASE 
Office of the Mayor 

CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	 April 8, 2010 
Release No. M-14-10 

MAYOR ANNOUNCES BREAKTHROUGH ON RAIL PROJECT, AIRPORT ZONE 

(Thurs., April 8, 2010)— Mayor Mufi Hannemann today announced a plan to mitigate concerns 
about the Honolulu Rail Transit Project's proximity to a Runway Protection Zone near the 
Honolulu International Airport. The Federal Transit Administration has agreed to the mitigation 
and the City is moving forward to complete the project's Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS). 

"This is great news that shows significant progress toward breaking ground on this badly 
needed project that is so important for Oahu's future," Mayor Hannemann said. 

The mitigation will relocate a portion of the project's guideway several hundred feet, 
from Aolele Street to Ualena Street, beginning approximately 2,000 feet west of Lagoon Drive, 
and will relocate the Lagoon Drive rail station to the corner of Ualena Street and Lagoon Drive. 
The alignment through the airport area will still be primarily along Aolele Street. 

Construction of this segment of the project is expected to begin in 2014. 

Engineering work to reflect the mitigation plan has been completed. Right-of-way 
acquisitions along Ualena Street N\ ill be reflected in the FEIS. 

The City will contact affected property owners. Six private parcels with structures over 
50 years old along Ualena Street and WaiVyai Loop will be acquired for the project route. The 
City and its consultants have determined that none of these structures are eligible for 
consideration in the National Register of Historic Places, and will await concurrence from the 
State Historical Preservation Division, which has up to 30 days to render its findings on the 
issue. 

"With this step resolved, we look forward to SHPD's continued cooperation in 
completing the process so that the Federal Transit Administration and the City can publish the 
FEIS," Hannemann said. "We owe it to the people of Oahu to push forward toward 
groundbreaking to create jobs, create a vital transportation alternative, and bring long-term traffic 
relief to our island." 

-30- 

Contact: Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka 768-8303  
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get  on  
BOARD! 
Transit Oriented Development 

MAYOR INVITES PUBLIC TO LEARN MORE ABOUT TRANSIT-ORIENTED 
DEVELOPMENT  

(Monday, April 5, 2010)—Mayor Mufi Hannemann invited the public to the City's second 
island-wide Transit Oriented Development (TOD) meeting at the Farrington High School 
Auditorium on Tuesday, April 6 th  with registration starting at 6 pm. In addition to learning about 
the status of the City's TOD program, TOD experts who have studied and actually built TOD 
projects will be available to share their experiences and wisdom with Honolulu. 

While in Honolulu, these national experts will be meeting with key community 
stakeholders to identify and develop methods to create a new source of community equity, 
wealth and capacity from the City's rail transit project. Local stakeholders include 
representatives from the banking industry, developers, landowners, and community 
organizations. These working meetings are sponsored in part by the recent grant awarded to the 
City by the national philanthropic organization Living Cities. 

The public meeting at Farrington High School is the second island-wide workshop on 
TOD sponsored by the City. The first one was held on July 14, 2007, at Leeward Community 
College. That workshop represented the start of neighborhood TOD planning around each transit 
station. It is important to recognize that every neighborhood is not the same; each has different 
needs, opportunities and challenges. 

"I am pleased and excited to once again, open up public discussion on the direction 
Honolulu is taking on transit-oriented development," said Hannemann. "Everyone living near a 
future transit station, or could be living near one in the future, should attend this workshop. 
While the economy is not what it could be, it is a great time to plan for the future. The economy 
will improve, and when it does, we should be well prepared to foster quality TOD." 
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The Mayor further stated, "I've said this many times in the last few years: while transit is 
important, even more important to improving our quality of life is smart development around the 
stations. With rail, we have an immense opportunity to reshape our communities for the better, 
and all of us should embrace its potential, guiding it to meet the goals and aspirations of each 
community. It can provide more housing, including affordable housing. It can provide more 
parks and open space. It can create wonderful community meeting places, and better 
circulation." 

David Tanoue, Director of the Department of Planning and Permitting stated, "With the 
help of our consultants, we are about midway through the TOD neighborhood planning process. 
We have completed a final plan for the two stations in Waipahu, and working on the plans for 
East Kapolei, Pearl City and Aiea. Planning for Kalihi and Downtown will start shortly. So this 
is a good time for us to share what we have learned so far from the community." 

"The public should enjoy the evening's keynote speaker, Mr. Anthony Downs, of the 
Brookings Institute. He is deeply knowledgeable about national development trends, particularly 
the relationship between transportation and housing," said the City's TOD administrator, 
Terrance Ware. 

Mr. Ware further stated, "This is also a good time for us, as a City, to begin the 
discussion on how best to allocate our modest resources to `incentivize' good private projects. 
The City cannot do it on its own, and must depend on the private market to take the lead. So the 
City's TOD program must respond to the needs of the market. At the same time, it is critical that 
the community be engaged in order for TOD to be successful." 

While RSVP is requested, it is more important just to attend, even if you miss the RSVP 
deadline. For more information on the Tuesday evening workshop, visit the DPP website, 
http://honoluludpp.org/ 

Media contacts: Planning & Permitting Director David Tanoue 768-8000,  

Bill Brennan, Mayor's Office, 768-6928  
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Honolulu TOD Symposium 
April 6th and 7th 
Sheraton Waikiki Hotel 

Anthony Downs 
Anthony Downs is a renowned scholar in public policy and public administration, 
and has been a Senior Fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington D.C. since 
1977. He has authored or co-authored 24 books and more than 500 articles. He 
has served as a consultant to the Department of Housing and Urban Development 
and the White House. In 1967 he was appointed by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
to the National Commission on Urban Problems. In 1989 he was appointed to the 
Advisory Commission on Regulatory Barriers to Affordable Housing. 

Bruce Allen 

Bruce Allen is the Senior Development Manager for the Portland Development 
Commission. Since joining the commission he has been responsible for numerous 
large scale downtown redevelopment efforts in Portland. He formerly practiced 
architecture in Arizona and served as an urban planning consultant for the Special 

Projects Division for the City of Tucson and later headed the Downtown Redevelopment Program for the 
City Manager's Office. 

William Kohn Fleissig 

William Kohn Fleissig is the President of Communitas Development Inc. He has 
directed the planning and development of numerous projects in throughout the 
country. His projects are recognized for realizing maximum value for investors 
and benefits for the community. He is known for his ability to negotiate 
development strategies that translate broad community interest into profitable 
and memorable urban places. He was the principal author of the "Smart 

Scorecard for Development Projects," funded by the Congress for New Urbanism and the federal EPA. 
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Carlos Romero 

Carlos Romero is development and land use consultant to non profits, community 
advocacy groups, and businesses and serves as the Vice Mayor of the City of East 
Palo Alto. He previously served as the Executive Director of the Mission Housing 
Development and as the Project Developer for Mercy Charities Housing Corporation 
where he directed community based affordable housing development projects. 

Roque Barros 

Roque Barros is the Director of Community Building for the Jacobs Family Foundation 
and Jacobs Center for Neighborhood Innovation. His career spans 20 years with roles 
in community organizing and community building. He has created programs such as 
the Neighborhood Coordinators Program; the Writerz Blok youth-oriented graffiti arts 
program; and the Teen Center, a youth center governed and staffed by young adults 

and teenagers. 

  

Jeremy Liu 

Jeremy Liu is the Executive Director of the East Bay Asian Local Development 
Corporation (EBALDC). He has advocated for and created healthy, vibrant and just 
neighborhoods and Smart Growth communities. He previously led the Asian 
Community Development Corporation (ACDC) in Boston, Massachusetts; worked as 
a planner and environmental scientist for Sverdrup Civil (now Jacobs Engineering); 

and as an Associate for the Trust for Public Land. 

Charles "Chip" Buttner 

Charles "Chip" Buttner is the President and CEO of Diamond Management, Inc., a training 
and development business established by the Jacobs Center for Neighborhood. Chip has 
over 30 years of experience covering the entire development spectrum from site 
acquisition, planning, permitting, leasing, construction, and property management. Prior to 
his work with the Jacobs Center, Chip served as general partner of Environs West and 
Warburton/Buttner. 
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HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 
566-2299 www.honolulutransitorg 

Honolulu Rail 
Transit Project 

‘- 
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OPERATING DETAILS 
• When will trains run? 

• From 4 a.m. to midnight 
• Every 3 minutes at 

morning and afternoon 
rush hour 

• 6 minutes at mid-day 
• 10 minutes at night 

How fast will trains 
travel? 
• Over 55 mph top speed; 

30 mph average with 

IMP 	stops 

  

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 566-2299 www.honolulutransit.org  
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OPERATING DETAILS 
• How much will a ride cost? 

• Same as TheBus; one-way 
transfers valid on both 

• How do I get to a rail 
station? 

III 
 • Every station will have bus 

stops, bike paths and 
walking paths 

• Four park-and-rides 
totaling 4,100 parking 

nor  spaces 

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 
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PROJECT CHECKLIST 
COMPLETED MILESTONES 

• Transit Surcharge Passed 2005 
• Alternatives Analysis — 2006 
• Locally Preferred Alternative — 2007 
• Selection of Technology — 2008 
• Draft Environmental Impact Statement 2008 
• Selection of Airport Alignment —2009 
• Preliminary Engineering 2009 

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 



FINAL EIS STATUS 

• 13 State agencies have collaborated 
• Admin draft of Final EIS transmitted to 

Governor via OEQC in December 
• Runway Protection Zone 

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 566-2299 www.honolulutransit.org  
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FINANCES ON TRACK 

• Reviewed by consultants hired by FTA 
Booz Allen Hamilton 
Jacobs Engineering 

— Porter & Associates 

• Independently reviewed by local business 
leaders 
— Business Roundtable 

• GET surcharge revenue is more than 99% of 
projections 

• Costs have been lower than projected: Kiewit 
$90 million lower 
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS 

• State's best economic stimulus 
• Congressman Oberstar: "Honolulu's rail 

program is the #1 transportation project in 
America." 
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UPCOMING MILESTONES 
• Final Environmental Impact Statement 

(Final EIS) 
• Final EIS to be accepted by the State 
• Record of Decision 
• Groundbreaking 

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 566-2299 www.honolulutransit.org  



Honolulu Rail Transit 
Station Designs 

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 566-2299 www.honolulutransitorg 
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MAKAI I  Entry View East Kapolei Station 
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WAIPAHU TRANSIT CENTER 
STATION 



.6' 
M 

*kV 
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STATIONS 
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RAIL TRANSIT RESOURCES 

• Monthly newsletter 

• www.honolulutransit.org  

• Twitter.com/HNL_RTD  (@HNL RTD) 

• Youtube.com/honoluluonthemove  

• Facebook — search Honolulu Rail Transit 

• `01elo Sundays at 4:30pm 

      

      

HONOLULU RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT 566-2299 www.honolulutransit.org  

 

  

      



Mahalol 
,r 

AR00079509 


