
Public Involvement Overview 

June 2010 

Month 

Hotline Calls* 18 

Comment Sense Submissions/Inquiries** 12 

Speakers Bureau 

Presentations/ Coffee Hours/ Community Displays & Events 8 

Neighborhood Boards 13 

Community Updates/Mayor's Town Meetings/ RTD Workshops 0 

TV/Radio Appearances 6 

*Calls directly to the hotline 808.566.2299 
** Includes all comments/inquiries via Project website from the end of the official DEIS comment period 
on February 6, 2009 to the end of the month. 
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June 2010 website and hotline comments 

Submission 
Method 

Submission 
Date 

Submission Content/Notes 

Website 06/01/2010 

City and County of Honolulu can't use the LEED logo on their 
martketing material unless they are a member. They are not. 
You should take it of the flyer you send out, Honolulu on the 
Move or you can get in big trouble. 

Website 06/02/2010 
Both of my companies offer local support for equipment and 
noise so please feel free to contact me with any expertice you 
may need. Mahalo Clark _ 

Hotline 06/08/2010 When will the entire project be complete? TG _ 
Website 06/08/2010 

Would be interested in receiving project update information. 
Thank you! 

Hotline 06/09/2010 

Sent an e-mail to the City's Customer Services Dept. Given to 
RTD. Returned call - he expressed concerns regarding the 
noise the past few nights and that the left hand turn lane onto 
his street was closed and he did not see any field staff doing 
work. TG 

Hotline 06/09/2010 Question about construction on Middle Street. 

Hotline 06/10/2010 Question about ROW on Kona St. TG 

Hotline 06/10/2010 Wanted to see if a live person really answered the phone. 

Hotline 06/10/2010 
Noise complaint(s). Stated that once rail is built he won't be 
able to sleep at night as well. 

Hotline 06/11/2010 Wanted info on project's Kahala Mall display June 19 & 20th. 

Website 06/13/2010 

Please permit me to introduce myself. I am an expert system 
safety engineer. My experience includes being Bombardier 
Transportation Systems' safety manager. I was also the safety 
and security manager for the JFK AirTrain project. I and my 
company may be of valuable assistance to you and I refer you 
to http://www.hcrq.com/Rail.html . Thank you for your 
attention to this message. 

Other 
Telephone 

06/15/2010 
He called DTS City offices about purchasing a hard copy of 
the document. He also had questions about the financial info. 
(see attached original e-mail). 

Website 06/17/2010 
1) With the delays in your project will there be a re-bid on the 
rolling stock requirements? 2) Can you provide me the listing 
of the rolling stock supplier who submitted proposals? 

Website 06/18/2010 

I have an environmentally friendly, OHSHA safe, product for 
the concrete, which will give greater stability, longer life, 
dramatically increase preformance, reduce spalling and 
cracking problems etc... plus reduce the costs involved with 
using conventional methods. Already ASTM and Mil spec 
certified and proven. This will save the city and tax payers 

AR00079096 



Submission 
Method 

Submission 
Date 

Submission Content/Notes 

$Millions. go to: www.protecrete.com  and then please reply 
asap. Gilmore Ching/CEO 

Website 06/21/2010 

I cannot find a place on the website that gives an anticipated 
timeline for the construction of the various phases. I am 
specifically interested in Pearlridge and Aloha Stadium's 
construction timelines. 

Hotline 06/23/2010 
Wanted to know when copies of the FEIS DVD will be 
mailed. 

Hotline 06/23/2010 
Called to see if information line was the 24-hour phone 
number. _ 

Hotline 06/23/2010 
Called to see if information line was the 24-hour phone 
number. 

Hotline 06/24/2010 Having issues getting the FEIS DVD to play. _ 
Hotline 06/24/2010 Noise/light complaint. 

Hotline 06/24/2010 
Wanted to know if the information line was the number to call 
to request a FEIS DVD. 

Website 06/28/2010 
Hello, The General Services Administration would appreciate 
an opportunity to comment on the Final EIS. Please respond 
with when the comment period ends. Thank You 

Website-
Hotline 

06/29/2010 

RE: Maintenance and Storage Facility (MSF) for the Honolulu 
Rail Transit Project. I am requesting the completed bid 
documents that were submitted by the low bidder Joint 
Venture of Kiewit/Koboyashi. Contract award is 
approximately $195 million. 

*Submission Content / Notes have not been edited for spelling grammar. They appear as 
written. Mailing list requests and non material comments are not shown above. Only 
comments/inquiries/suggestions are shown. 
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Mom Dilemma #36: 
Your daughter insists 
on wearing her princess 
costume to the grocery 
store tOlow it or not? 

 

MOMSU  kJ:  -f-orrt 
AtNe  Lau." mons Intel 

Posted on: Tuesday, June 1,2010 

5 political veterans 
vying for Honolulu 
mayoral seat 

Special election will be on same 
day as primary, Sept. 18 

By  Gordon Y.K. Pang 
Advertiser Staff Writer 

Five battle-tested political veterans are already 
at the starting gate for the special election to 
replace Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann, who 
announced last week that he will resign July 20 
to run for governor. 

City Managing Director Kirk Caldwell, Honolulu 
Prosecutor Peter Carlisle, City Councilmen 
Donovan Dela Cruz and Rod Tam, and University 
of Hawaii civil engineering professor Panos 
Prevedouros had announced they would be 
running for mayor months before Hannemann 
made his decision official last week. 

This year's race for mayor will be a one-round, 
16-week, winner-take-all affair that will be 
held in conjunction with this year's regularly 
scheduled primary election on Sept. 18. It is a 
special election to fill the last two years of 
Hannemann's four-year term, which ends in 
January 2013. 

Others may still enter the race. Because 
Hannemann won't resign until the July 20 
deadline for candidates in this year's regular 
elections, candidates technically can't even file 
to run for mayor until then. The City Charter 
dictates that mayoral hopefuls will have at least 
10 days to file after the vacancy occurs and they 
may have as long as two weeks to do so, 
depending on what the City Council decides. 

Of the five known candidates, polls and political 
experts have placed Carlisle as the early 
favorite. The elected city prosecutor since 1986, 
he has the most name recognition and is the only 
one of the five to win an Oahu-wide race. 

Carlisle's penchant for taking on high-profile 
cases, including the successful prosecutions of 
murderers Byran Uyesugi and Kirk Lankford, has 
helped his popularity. 

"If you're running for office off of being 
prosecuting attorney, it gives you a leg up 
because its a job that's highly visible and people 
think highly of," said Neil Milner, a professor of 
political science at the University of Hawari-
Manoa. "And it avoids the bad kind of 
politics." 

Plurality wins 

In a five-way race, it may take far less than 50 
percent of the vote to win. The last time this 
situation happened — in 1994 when Frank Fasi 
resigned to run for governor — Jeremy Harris 
won the mayoral special election with 30 percent 
of the vote. 

"That's what the lesser-known candidates hope 
for in an election like this, that they don't have 
to get a large number of votes, they only need to 
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get a plurality," Milner said. 

And this year, the other four declared candidates 
each have their strengths and core 
constituencies they can tap, Milner said. 

Caldwell has been Hannemann's second-in-
command for nearly two years and may have 
history on his side. Harris was managing director 
when Fasi resigned to run for governor in 1994. 
Harris wound up beating better-known 
candidates in council members Arnold Morgado 
and Gary Gill, and state Sen. Ann Kobayashi. 

Caldwell will become acting mayor when 
Hannemann resigns. He'll also have the advice 
and support of those who helped the outgoing 
mayor win two previous campaigns. 

While he was elected to three terms in the state 
House of Representatives, Caldwell is largely 
unknown to the public. But given his position as 
acting mayor and the backing of the Hannemann 
forces, he represents somewhat of a wild card, 
Milner said. 

Dela Cruz is perhaps the second best-known 
candidate behind Carlisle. He's been a 
councilman the past eight years, nearly four 
years as its chairman. 

grassroots campaigner. 

Prevedouros, meanwhile, is the only one of the 
candidates to clearly distinguish himself from 
the others on the issue of Hannemann's $5.4 
billion mass-transit project. Prevedouros stands 
alone in opposing what will be the state's largest 
capital improvements project ever. He finished 
third in the 2008 mayoral election behind 
Hannemann and Kobayashi. 

"Panos has the possibility of mobilizing the 
people in that particular group, that could make 
a difference," Milner said. 

Besides being attractive to anti-rail voters, 
Prevedouros may also capitalize on being the 
only one of the five to have never held elective 
office, which may have some appeal for those 
seeking someone outside the norm. 

rail still an issue 

Rail is clearly the biggest issue facing the city 
and the four other candidates unequivocally 
support it. 

Both Caldwell and Dela Cruz said they support 
rail not just because it would help traffic flow 
and provide jobs, but because the project 
provides a planning tool that would revitalize 

The Wahiawa native is the only one of the 
candidates whose power base lies outside of 
urban Honolulu. Dela Cruz will try to capitalize 
on his popularity in the growing Central Oahu 
and other suburban and rural communities. 

"The rural people in his district support him 
heavily," Milner said. 

Publicity over Tam's recent city Ethics 
Commission fine for questionable expenses on 
his council contingency account could help place 
him at the bottom of the mayoral heap. 

But Tam is also a veteran politician who has 
been in elective office longer than the others 
and has earned a reputation as a formidable 
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areas of the island along the route. 

Dela Cruz said he's a big supporter of the 
transit-oriented development plans that will 
reinvigorate the key hubs around the rail line. 

"Mass transit, coupled with the proper land use 
policies, are going to allow Honolulu to be the m 
ost modern city in the Pacific," Dela Cruz said. 
"That's how were going to be able to deal with 
our population growth." 

Caldwell said of rail transit: "I think its going to 
change how our city develops and grows in the 
future. Its going to recreate neighborhoods, its 
going to enable people to live closer to where 
they work." 

Traffic congestion endured by West Oahu 
commuters "is unbearable and unacceptable" 
and its their turn for relief, Carlisle said. 
Improvements have been done to Kalaniana'ole 
Highway to improve the drive for East Honolulu 
residents while H-3 Freeway has helped ease the 
traffic burden for Windward folks. 

Tam said he supports the rail project, but 
believes a go-slow approach is needed. Issues 
have been raised including the possibility that 
Native Hawaiian burial remains are under 
portions of the route. "I want to look at public 
hearings," he said. 

by increasing productivity and lowering taxes. 

Tam, meanwhile, said there needs to be more 
confidence in government and the way its 
business is conducted. "I want to bring 
government back to the people, like how I do 
now, by going out into the community," he said. 
"Everybody knows I'm not one to sit behind the 
desk." 

Caldwell said his No. 1 initiative would be to 
create more jobs, and he intends to do so by 
ramping up improvement projects that would 
benefit the city like road and sewer 
improvements, and moving out city building and 
planning permits more quickly. 

Dela Cruz said he wants to do long-term 
planning of the city's sewers, roads and parks. 
"The city is too reactive." 

Carlisle said "the most pressing issue is getting 
the fiscal house of the city and county in order. 
We can no longer afford government that we 
can not afford." 

Reach Gordon Y.K. Pang at 
gpang@honoluluadvertiser.corn. 

• • • 

Prevedouros said there has not been enough 
discussion on other viable options. One might be 
using the old OR&L rail line that runs from D 
owntown Honolulu to Wai'anae. A form of at-
grade light rail line could run along that route. 
"Ifs very obvious that rail alignment has never 
been studied in detail," he said. 

eliminating waste 

Prevedouros is also focusing his campaign on 
eliminating waste. He not only wants to focus 
more effort on finding new alternatives to both 
solid waste and wastewater disposal, he wants 
to focus on ridding the city of government waste 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Tuesday, June 1, 2010 

Hannemann can bring us together 

If ever there were a time when Hawaii needed a leader, it is now. Our economy is in the tank, our 
schools system has been reduced to one of the worst in the nation and our young people are 
leaving the islands at an alarming rate in search of a better life. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann is, without doubt, the leader we need. His style of leadership has 
brought people together from across the social, economic and political spectrum. 

Nowhere were the rewards of a public-private partnership more successfully demonstrated than 
in Honolulu's rail transit project. It could not have come as far as it has without his ability to 
bring together so many in our community. 

If he could do this as mayor, imagine what he will do as governor. 

Brysen Poulton 
Pearl City 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Tuesday, June 1, 2010 

Hannemann has sorry city record 

In a recent campaign ad, Mufi Hannemann sings the praises of Harry Truman's oft-quoted motto, 
"The buck stops here." 

Hannemann was using it to obliquely criticize his opponent, but was also quite insistent that, as a 
chief executive, he is ultimately responsible for what happens on his watch. 

So as we consider the condition of our city and county and the implications for what Hannemann 
would do as governor, we should hold him to his own platitudes. With garbage piling up, 
homelessness spreading, violent crime escalating, and his signature rail project oft-delayed, we 
all know where Mufi expects the buck to stop: squarely with him. 

Perhaps the media will stop treating him like a messiah and actually hold him accountable not 
just for his deeds, but for his words as well. 

Matthew A. Nagato 

Nuuanu 
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Everybody has transit fever 
LOCAL BLOG NETWORK 

M A LOUF F 

With all the talk about the  Silver  and Purple lines, streetcars, and all the other exciting  transit 
projects in the works around D.C., its easy to see that a shift in thinking is underway. 

Finally, we seem to be getting serious about building an infrastructure that does not require 
everyone to sit in congested traffic for every trip of every day. Its cause to be optimistic about our 
future as a great metropolis. 

Now here's the even better news: Were not alone. 

All the large cities in Maryland and Virginia are doing the same. Baltimore is working on a new  cross 
town rail line that will be in a subway through downtown. Norfolk is constructing its first light rail line, 
which will open next year. Richmond is planning a bus rapid transit line. Even Charlottesville and 
Roanoke  have considered streetcars in recent years. 

And it doesn't end there. Large cities all over America are building new transit systems. Its 
happening not only in the older cities, but in places that as recently as a couple of decades ago 
wouldn't have dreamed of building rail. 

New train lines -- whole systems in some cases -- are going up in Charlotte and Denver and Phoenix 
and Salt Lake and Dallas and Houston and Honolulu and, well, the list goes on. 

Its enough that one national transportation blog has deemed what is going on The Transit Space  
Race.  If so, its a race with all winners and no losers, as every one of these cities will be better with 
transit than without it. 

Its awesome to see the D.C. region investing in its future, but its even better to see the pattern 
extend across our great country. Good work, America. Lets keep it up. 

Dan Malouff blogs at BevondDC.com  . The Local Blog Network is a group of bloggers from around 
the D.C. region who have agreed to make regular contributions to All Opinions Are Local. 

By Dan Malouff I June 3, 2010; 3:35 PM ET 

Categories:  HotTopic  ,  Local bloq network, transportation   
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Six Frontrunners To Replace Djou 

Reported by: Andrew Pereira   

Email: apereira@khon2.com   

Last Update: 6/03 6:54 pm 

Print Story I 	ShareThis   

More than two dozen candidates hoping to fill the remainder 
of Charles Djou's term on the Honolulu City Council made 
their best pitch Thursday as to why they should get the nod. 

After hearing from twenty-five candidates the Council's eight 
remaining members selected six people as frontrunner to fill 
the rest of the District IV term, which stretches from Hawaii 
Kai to Waikiki. 

Attorney Jonathan Lai was the only name placed on a 
committee draft of a resolution scheduled for a vote June 9. 
Lai is also the only candidate to receive Djou's public support. 

"I'll go on record that I'm not ashamed of it but I'm honored by 
it," Lai said of Djou's backing. 

The names of five other candidates were placed on a floor draft of the Council resolution to 
replace Djou. 

They include former Honolulu Police Chief Lee Donohue, Board of Education member and 
former state senator Donna Ikeda, former Djou chief of staff Lori Wingard and former state 
representatives Carl Takamura and Brian Yamane. 

Although six names surfaced to the top any of the twenty-one remaining candidates could be 
voted on next Wednesday, explained Council Chairman Todd Apo. 

"Any (Council) member at the meeting can move to amend any of those FD versions," said 
Apo. "What's coming out of here is not a done deal." 

The Council hopes to select a candidate who pledges not to run for reelection in November. 
Of the six frontrunners only Wingard is considering a possible run for Djou's seat in the fall. 

"I'm the natural fit (and) I know the issues," said Wingard during her presentation to the 
Council. 

Wingard also presented council members a petition she said was signed by five hundred 
people who support her candidacy. 

"I have reached out to my community," she said. "I've circulated a petition asking for their 
support." 

http ://www.khon2. com/news/local/story/Six-Frontrunners-To-Replace-Dj  ou/IxA 1 rj V4 8 02 Q ... 6/3/20 1 0 
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Under the City Charter five of the eight remaining Council members are required to select 
Djou's replacement. Whoever can muster enough votes would be sworn-in the same day 
they're chosen and serve until January 2 of next year. 

The selection of Djou's replacement is scheduled on the same day the Council is set to vote on 
the city's $1.8 billion operating budget as well as a capital improvement plan that tops $2 
billion. 

Of the leading candidate only Yamane said he would feel uncomfortable voting on the budget. 

"I would defer to you folks cause you've had the chance to look it through," he told the Council. 

SUPPORT FOR RAIL 

All six frontrunners to fill the remainder of Djou's term pledged to support the city's $5.3 billion 
rail transit project. However Lai said he would closely scrutinize the state's largest public 
works project to date. 

"Since the people have spoken broadly I'm supportive of looking at rail," he said, but I also 
want to make sure it is a very measured, careful process." 

Have a news tip? Contact Andrew Pereira at 368-7273. 

http ://www.khon2. com/news/local/story/Six-Frontrunners-To-Replace-Dj  ou/IxA 1 rj V4 8 02 Q ... 6/3/20 1 0 
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Hawaii gas prices continuing to fall 
By Star-Bulletin Staff 

POSTED: 10:12 a.m. HST, Jun 03, 2010 

2 retweet 
	

Share Gas prices for Hawaii motorists dropped for the second consecutive week over the Memorial Day weekend. 

The drop is a result of reduced crude oil prices that occurred last month, according to the AAA Hawaii Weekend Gas Watch. The average gas price 
statewide dropped to $3.48 a gallon, seven cents below last week's gas prices. 

Today's average regular gas price in Honolulu is $3.39 per gallon for regular unleaded, four cents lower than last week and seven cents lower than 
last month. But the price is still 64 cents higher than this time last year. 

Wailuku has the highest average gas prices of the areas surveyed by AAA Hawaii at $3.87 a gallon, a minimal drop of a penny from last week. The 
average gas price in Hilo is $3.48 a gallon, four cents cheaper last week. 

Find this article at: 
http://vvww.starbulletin.cominews/breaking/95547079.html  

a Click to Print I 	 SAVE THIS  I  EMAIL THIS  I  Close 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 

1 of 1 	 6/3/2010 3:09 PM 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Thursday, June 3, 2010 

State should use trash for power 

Our modern society necessitates trash disposal as a way to organize trash in a sanitary manner to 
cleanse our homes and communities. But people are disposing objects that can be reused and 
recycled, flooding our landfills with nonessential waste. 

The city is currently proposing sending our trash to the mainland to preserve the "aloha" on 
Hawaiian land. Without a proper solution to this garbage disposal crisis, more people would have 
to live with community landfills next door. 

One solution to this predicament is to invest our government money to expand our garbage-to-
electricity power plants. 

We would first limit depositing into our landfills. Second, electricity prices would decrease, with 
garbage power as a decent renewable energy source that would reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil. 

Further, if the rail transit were to be built on Oahu, our traffic problems would ease significantly 
with a renewable source of energy that will make the rail solution most efficient for the future. 

If we consider our future today, we will solve the problems of garbage, fuel prices and traffic 
problems with the expansion of the El:POWER plant solution to ease tomorrow's complications. 

Jason Delos Reyes 

Aiea High School student 
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Panos Prevedouros: A Greek for Mayor of Honolulu  

Posted on 04 June 2010 by Anastasios Papapostolou 	ShareThis 

http://usa.greekreporter.com/2010/06/04/panos-prevedouros-a-greek-for-mayor-of-honolulu/  6/4/2010 
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Panos Prevedouros is one of the most popular candidates for Honolulu's mayoral election. 

You can think of a Greek-American running for office in New York, Illinois, and even the South. But 
how about a Greek running for mayor in Hawaii? Apparently Greeks are everywhere and participate in 
politics being eager to help at a moment that the world needs our actions, and Panos Prevedouros is no 
exception. The Greek-American who has been named a Hawaiian super hero by the local press has 
announced his campaign for the mayoral election of 2010 that will take place on September 18 2010 to 
replace current mayor Mufi Hannemann who wants to run for governor. 

Panos Prevedouros loves Hawaii but he was born in Patras, Greece and currently is a Professor of Civil 
Engineering at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. Prevedouros had run again in the past for mayor of 
Honolulu in 2008 receiving 18% of the vote and placing 3rd. He talked to us exclusively about his 
campaign and what distinguished him from the rest of the candidates. 

What part of Greece are you from? 
Born and raised in Patras. Finished engineering at Aristotle University in Thessaloniki. 

When did you move to Hawaii? 
In 1990 after completing Masters and PhD in Transportation Engineering at Northwestern University in 
Evanston, Illinois. 

How is life in Hawaii? (most people think it's like being on vacation all year long) 
Busy with the option of some ocean fun most of the time. Honolulu is the only place in the US with so 
many people holding second and third jobs. Making ends meet is hard for a large share of our 
population. High prices and high taxes form a huge "paradise tax" that affects us all, and the poor ever 
worse. But the benefit of 78 degrees Fahrenheit give or take five degrees makes paradise tax worthwhile. 
It's amazing how easily the human body adapts to balmy climate. The mind too. Nobody complains 
about the lack of snow in Christmas. Quite the opposite... over a quarter million snow birds flock to our 
shores for some ... thawing.. 

http://usa.greekreporter.com/2010/06/04/panos-prevedouros-a-greek-for-mayor-of-honolulu/  6/4/2010 
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s life in Honolulu slow? 
Anything but slow and traffic studies on the behavior of drivers clearly show that, but there is some 
"aloha spirit" in driving and once one moves away from the center and out of freeways, the pace does 
slow down. One can find him- or herself in a rural area or tropical rain forest within 30 minutes form 
any spot in Honolulu. Visitors to Maui, Kauai and the Big Island of Hawaii will notice a much more 
relaxed pace. 

Does Hawaii have a Greek community? How many Greeks? 
Very few first generation Greeks (and Cypriots) but a few hundred part-Greeks are on Oahu if one 
counts multiple generations. The Greek community, but not only, supports a large orthodox church, 
Saints Constantine and Helen. Once I attended the resurrection mass there with Michael Dukakis, now at 
UCLA, who taught at University of Hawaii after the conclusion of his presidential run. 

Do they support you? 
Yes, they are proud that I run in 2008 and will support my run in 2010. 

What are your hobbies? 
I was into cars since my early teenage years and managed to obtain the car racing license issued by the 
Sports Car Club of America (SCCA). I still have my roll-caged and supercharged Miata but she is 
mostly a garage queen now. Other than that, raising two young kids, Lesna 8 yo and Endie almost 2 yo 
allows me to enjoy swimming and kayaking that both of them like. 

Why did you decide to run for mayor? 
Because so many good ideas go to waste and because there is so much waste. Run of the mill politicians 
of all colors know nothing other than tax and spend and they deliver projects and services without 
proper evaluation and prioritization. They are simply to easy to sell a bill of goods because projects and 
operations are complex and unfamiliar to them. Many cities can do so much better and Honolulu is 
definitely behind the curve. It has the 3rd worst roads in the nation and among the worst traffic 
congestion. As a traffic and civil engineer, these issues are right up my alley and I have specific (and 
affordable) plans to address them, some published among my over 200 articles at my blog 
http://fixoahu.blogspot.com/.  

Is politics something Greeks have in their blood? 
Well the old saying in Greece is that if you turn a rock, under it you will find either a snake or a 

http://usa.greekreporter.com/2010/06/04/panos-prevedouros-a-greek-for-mayor-of-honolulu/  6/4/2010 
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president. For most of my life I was into cost-effective engineering and not into a "leadership trip". For 
years I have been looking into how our city and state is run; and it is laughable. It can be better, it must 
be better. 

You were a candidate again in 2008. How was the outcome? What was the message from your 
supporters? 
Most labeled us the 3% candidate early on and we garnered 18% of the vote while we raised and spend 
under $50,000 for the campai n. We came third in the race. The incumbent s ent over $2 million and 

could not get more than 49%! 

The message was and still is that we need to try again and boot corruption and special interests out of 
Honolulu's city hall. By the way, Honolulu is the 14th largest city in the nation. (But is it only 53rd or 
so largest metro area. Mayors administrate over cities, not over metro areas.) 

Who are your major opponents? 
Term limited politicians and politicians out of a job. It will be a highly contested race with participants 
of medium-to high-name recognition (a top factor in politics). City's current managing director is well 
financed by rail interests and has amassed over $300,000 for a race that has not even started! The current 
mayor plans to quit to run for governor. Only after this occurs, there will be a race for mayor. City 
prosecutor Peter Carlisle wants in and he is active in shaking hands, and past City Council chair 
Donovan Delacruz is courting the rural and Filipino vote. 

What distinguishes your campaign from the rest of the candidates? 
I am the only one out of five declared candidates who is an engineer, who is a conservative and who is 
against building elevated heavy rail on beautiful Oahu. Rail has its use and usefulness but not on an 
island paradise. I am about solutions. They are about feel-good rhetoric. 

Are your political views closer to Democrats or Republicans? 
Deep down in my thought process I am closer to being a Libertarian and in the current political reality 
this puts me closer to Republicans. Actually I joined the GOP-Hawaii on tax day 2010. 

What is the first thing that you want to change in Honolulu? 
Potholes. We are third worst in the nation and we have a mild climate and hardly any huge trucks in 
traffic, but still have among the worst quality roads. Terrible for locals and tourists alike, but 12 years of 
neglect did that. Past mayors chose to put traffic and road improvements in the back burner to make 
conditions as miserable as possible so that fed up motorists support their transit megaprojects. My full 
agenda is on my blog and at Fix0ahuNow.com . 

When is the election? 
September 18, 2010 

http://usa.greekreporter.com/2010/06/04/panos-prevedouros-a-greek-for-mayor-of-honolulu/  6/4/2010 
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Attorney leads group of 6 for Council vacancy 
vote 
The decision to replace Charles Djou will be made at the start of Wednesday's meeting 

By B.J. Reyes   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 04, 2010 

0 tweet 	Share A list of 27 candidates seeking to fill the seven-month vacancy on the City 
Council for the Waikiki-East Oahu district has been whittled to six, with Honolulu 

attorney Jonathan Lai at the top of the list. 

But Council Chairman Todd Apo acknowledged he recommended Lai as a "starting point" for the 
discussion that will take place Wednesday, when the Council meets to vote on the successor to Charles 
Djou, who was elected to Congress last month, creating the vacancy in District 4. 

Lai's name is on the resolution naming Djou's successor. Five other candidates will be listed on 
proposed floor drafts in the event that Lai does not receive a majority of five votes. 

The other candidates are former Police Chief Lee Donohue; Board of Education member Donna Ikeda; 
Djou's former City Hall chief of staff, Lori Wingard; and former state Reps. Carl Takamura and Brian 
Yamane. 

"I'm honored to be one of the finalists," Lai said, "but there's also at least five other people who are in 
the running, so I guess we're all going to have to do our homework." 

Members Nominate Jonathan Lai To Fill Djou's Council Seat 

F1P 

Honolulu Council Members are narrowing the list to Lai and five other nominees. 

[ Watch ] 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Attorney+leads+group+of+6.. . 6/4/2010 
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The Council met in a special committee hearing yesterday to vet the candidates in advance of 
Wednesday's meeting. 

Apo said he nominated Lai because he was the only one who had received the backing of Djou. 

"Does it make him the favorite? I don't know," Apo said. "I didn't hear, from this discussion, any strong 
positions from any of the members. I think all of them wanted to get a better idea of some of the six that 
are remaining." 

Lai, a partner in the law firm of Watanabe Ing, said he wanted to serve "as a bridge" for constituents, to 
carry on Djou's work and ensure a seamless transition to the elected successor. 

Whoever is approved will be seated at the start of Wednesday's meeting, allowing him or her to 
participate and cast votes on several important measures, including the city's $1.8 billion operating 
budget. 

Council members also questioned candidates about their views on the city's rail 
transit project, a potential fireworks ban and what their goals were for the limited 
time they would be in office. 

"The only thing that will work is a total ban," Donohue said of potential fireworks 
legislation. 

"We've tried to control it many different ways," Takamura added. "Maybe it's time 
to look at a total ban." 

All said they would work to advance the rail project, noting the 2008 vote 
approving a steel-on-steel system. 

"I don't feel that there is any other choice," Ikeda said. "We are faced with 
gridlock, and we have to come up with some kind of an alternative." 

As a former lawmaker, Yamane said he would be willing to listen to constituents and make decisions 
best for the community, while Wingard argued she was the most familiar with the community after 
having met with all neighborhood boards in the district as Djou's chief of staff for five years. 

She also presented the Council with a petition signed by 500 residents in the district supporting her 
candidacy. 

"I have reached out to my community," she said. 

Find this article at: 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Attorney+leads+group+of+6.. . 6/4/2010 
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Fix Oahu! 
Panos D. Prevedouros 

Tuesday, June 8, 2010 

Costly Transit or Efficient HOT Lanes?   

Dr. Steve Polzin is a fellow civil engineer with whom I share identical paths 
in graduate school. He is also earned Master's and Ph.D. degrees from 
Northwestern University, a leading institution in transportation studies. 

Steve is the director of mobility policy research at the Center for Urban 
Transportation Research at the University of South Florida and is on the 
editorial board of the Journal of Public Transportation and serves on several 
Transportation Research Board and American Public Transit Association 
(APTA) Committees. He knows what works and what doesn't in public transit. 
In 2006 I nominated him to be the City Council's coordinator of the Transit 
Task Force, but everybody else ganged up on me and hired the pre-selected 
person. 

His June 4, 2010 article on  "The Cost of Slow Travel"  is eye-opening about 
the pitfalls of mass transit. (Some of the pitfalls can be effectively corrected 
by running express buses on HOT lanes.) Here is an excerpt from his 
assessment: 

"Transit's slower average travel speeds result in approximately 3 billion 
hours annually of additional travel time. If valued at the TTI time value of 
$15.47 per hour, this equates to approximately $44 billion annually in lost 
productivity due to travelers having or choosing to use transit. Thus, the few 
percent of persons who use transit (approximately 2% of total person trips 
are on transit {5% of work trips} and approximately 1% of person miles of 
travel) incur 70% as much lost time relative to driving as is incurred by the 
total of auto travelers due to congestion, $44 billion for transit users versus 
$64 billion for driving in congestion." 

His conclusion is the inescapable truth that speed leads to effective 
transportation of people and goods, which in turn generates a strong and 
competitive economy. In his words: 

"One of the reasons the country and individuals have become more 
productive and the country has had growing gross domestic product over the 

AR00079114 



past several decades is that we have been highly mobile and travel has 
gotten faster until recent years. Part of the reason for faster travel has been 
the shifting from slow to faster modes and facilities. There are lots of good 
reasons to enable and encourage use of alternative modes but analysis of 
the consequences should strive to be objective about the travel time and 
productivity consequences." 

The correct alternative in the case of Oahu is HOT lanes between the H-1/H-
2 merge and downtown which: 

• provide the choice to pay for express travel 
• combine with free vanpools which reduce the amount of solo driver 

cars by encouraging the successful VanPool Hawaii! that the Feds 
support 

• facilitate point-to-point express buses; example Waikele to downtown 
in under 15 minutes; Mililani to Waikiki in under 30 minutes (these 
sample commute times are for the middle of morning rush hour) 

• serve as a resilience and recovery transportation corridor in case of 
major storm, severe congestion on parallel freeways or other 
emergency. 

Posted by Panos Prevedouros at 1:10 PM 0 comments Links to this post z7  
Labels: Traffic, Transit   

C 
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Say Yes to the Honolulu Rail System 
Honolulu's soon-to-be-built rail transit system makes sense for Oahu residents no matter where you 

live. It will improve mobility for islanders who must commute along the Kapolei-Downtown corridor, 

and it'll cut traffic congestion from projected levels by about 20%. If you're put off that I'm a paid 

communications consultant to the City and started this blog specifically to advance the project, you 

probably don't want to read any further. 

Wednesday, June 9, 2010 

Zeroing In on the Whole Point of Building Rail 

Couldn't help but shake my head on Monday when the first thing I 
read in the first edition of the Honolulu Star-Advertiser - the very 
first thing! - was a mistake. 

A "Coming up" blurb at the top of B1 noted my upcoming rail 
presentation to a local group and called me "the mayor's 
spokesman for the Honolulu Rail Transit Project." 

For the record, that's not me. That's Bill Brennan or Wayne 
Yoshioka or somebody else, but it's not me. I'm a communications 
subcontractor to Parsons Brinckerhoff; I write this blog, schedule 
and deliver presentations on the project among other things. This is 
worth mentioning here since the Star-Tiser hasn't printed my 
correction, and I don't want any misunderstandings. 

Speaking of that, "misunderstand" is what numerous critics do 
when they talk about rail. They continue to not understand the 
project's purpose and need. That'll be one of the subjects of my 
upcoming talk, and it's worth mentioning at Yes2Rail today, too. 

g4504% 
anti 

gA7e; Wit;:dr,  

In a nutshell, the Honolulu rail project's purpose is to provide high-
capacity and fast transit service between Kapolei and town and do 
it more reliably than buses can deliver in mixed-flow traffic. It will 
restore mobility for the population, including limited-income and 
elderly residents living in the transit corridor, by being an 
alternative to private automobile travel; in so doing, it will provide 
transportation equity for all travelers. Rail will moderate the 
anticipated growth of traffic congestion in the corridor and be a 
means for users to completely avoid that congestion. It will allow 
riders to predict their time of arrival when they start their trip. 
Finally, transit-oriented development will be a rational process to 
guide the community's future growth. 

Keep this in mind when someone suggests managed lanes or 
elevated busways could meet the community's transportation 
purpose and need. Only fast, frequent, safe and reliable grade-
separated rail can do that. 

Posted by Doug Carlson at  6/09/2010 11:32:00 AM 

0 comments: 

Post a Comment 
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After 2/9/10 accident on the H-1. 
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FTA gives the green light to City's rail transit project 

rti4  Reported by:  Marisa Yam ane   
Email:  myamane@khon2.com   

Last Update: 6/14 9:05 pm 

Print Story  I 	ShareThis   

The Federal Transit Administration has given the City's rail transit project 
the green light to proceed. 

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann made the big announcement Monday 
evening, after returning from his trip to the mainland. 

In April, the feds approved the city's route change regarding the airport 
area, and that cleared the way for the feds to release the final EIS. 

While this is a major milestone, the project is not a done deal yet. 

"I'm happy to report that the Federal Transit Administration has said our 
final environmental impact statement is ready to go to Governor Lingle for 
her acceptance!" said Hannemann. 

The Mayor made the announcement surrounded by rail supporters. 

"Go rail go! Go rail go!" 

"It's great to get to this point. There's many steps ahead this Council will continue to work with the Mayor, the 
administration that continues to ensure this project is what it needs to be. Its a broad range solution for this entire 
island," said City Council Chair Todd Apo. 

The City's $5.3B elevated commuter rail system would run between East Kapolei and Ala Moana. 

"Everything the City needs to do has been done its now in the State's hands," said Hannemann. 

And before groundbreaking can happen, there are two more steps needed. 

First, DLNR Chair Laura Thielen has to sign off on a programmatic agreement, which establishes the framework 
for lessening the project's impact on historic resources. 

And second, Governor Lingle has to accept the final EIS. 

In February, the Governors spokesman said Lingle "...will conduct a thorough review, as required by law, to 
ensure the final EIS satisfactorily describes all impacts." And that: "her review will also include a complete 
analysis of the project's financial plan." 

"It's on the Governors desk, and its on the DLNR desk for them to move it forward. If they choose not to then 
Dec. 6 well have a new governor. And if we have to wait till Dec. 6 to get a new governor, who will appoint a new 
DLNR chair so we can move forward and do the will of the people that's what we will do," said Hannemann. 

And as you know, Mayor Hannemann is running for governor this year. 

His main opponents are Neil Abercrombie and Duke Aiona. 

http://www.khon2.com/news/local/story/FTA-gives-the-green-light-to-Citys-rail-transit/gN.. . 6/14/2010 
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State 
Gov. Lingle To Sign Off On Project 
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HONOLULU -- Mayor Mufi Hannemann on Monday announced that 
federal officials said Honolulu's environmental impact study is ready to go 
to the state for final approval. 

The Federal Transit Administration committed $1.5 billion in funding for 
the project 

As Seen On KITV 

The next step is for the sae to sign off of the plan. Gov . Linda Lingle has 
expressed the state's interest in doing an independent financial study for the 
city's $5.5 billion proposed rail transit plan. 

A number of sae lawmakers and council members have pushed for the 
governor to approve the plan. 

Previous Stories: 

• April 5, 2010: Experts Say Plan Ahead For Rail Development  

• March 25, 2010: State Releases Documents On Transit  

• March 17, 2010: Ci Officials Discuss Chan •n • Rail Route With FAA 

• February 25, 201o: Honolulu Council Chairman In Rail Discussions  
in D.C.  

• February 22, 2010: Lingle Discusses Oahu Transit In Washington  

• February to, 2010: Lawmakers Hannemann Push For Transit  

• February 2, 2010: $55 Million Committed To Rail Project 

• January 18, 2010: Architects Make Case For Street-Level Rail Plan  

• November 17, 200 9: $5.5B Rail Project Closer To Groundbreaking 

• October 30, 2009: Hannemann Discusses Rail Progress In Speech  

• October 21, 2009: City Chooses Contractor For Transit 

• October 18, 2009: City Gears Up For Legal Battles On Rail  

• October 12, 2009: Feds Approve Next Phase For Transit  

• August 20, 2009: City Officials Square Off Over Transit  

• July 23, 2009: Fed's Study Say Oahu Transit Project Reasonable   
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PACIFIC BUSINESS NEWS 
Monday, June 14, 2010, 7:06pm HAST 

Federal Transit Administration approves EIS for Oahu's $5B rail 
project 
Pacific Business News (Honolulu) - by Curtis Lum Pacific Business News 

The Federal Transit Adrninistration has approved the final environmental impact statement for Oahu's rail transit project, but the 
document must be signed by Gov. Linda Lingle before ground can be broken on the $5 billion project. 

When, or if, that will happen is not known because the EIS has to go through a review process by the state Office of Environmental Quality 
Control, said Lenny Klompus, spokesman for the governor. Once the review is complete, the EIS will be sent to Lingle for further review. 

The governor has said she wants to hold public hearings on the EIS and also do an analysis on cost-and-revenue estimates, a process that 
could take months and extend well beyond Lingle's term. 

Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann, who is running for governor, held a rally late Monday afternoon on the steps of Honolulu Hale to 
announce the completion of the EIS. Hannemann urged supporters of the 20-mile elevated system to tell the Lingle administration that 
they want a "timely acceptance of this project." 

"Do what you can," Hannemann said. "Let her know the economy needs revitalization. We need rail on Oahu. We need livable 
communities, and we need to do what is right." 

The EIS executive summary will be available Tuesday at www.honolulutransitorg. The entire document will be posted on that website 
later this week, the city said. 

Highlights from the EIS include an anticipated weekday ridership of 116,300 in 2030, a reduction in traffic delay by about 18 percent in 
2030 and an estimated 40,000 fewer vehicles on the road each day in 2030 if the rail system is built. 

O111171@biZiOU771CIIS.O0171 955-8001 

All contents of this site @ American City Business Journals Inc. All rights resented. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Monday, June 14, 2010 

Rail benefits limited locally 

In the letter "Any candidate must support rail" (Star-Advertiser, June 9), the writer says the rail 
would "improve the business climate" of Honolulu. Although some local businesses and workers 
would benefit from the rail's construction, management and operations, any real economic 
benefit to the state must come from outside the state. 

Russel Noguchi 

Pearl City 

AR00079121 
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More speed bumps for Honolulu rail project 

Recommend 	Be the first of your friends to recommend this. 
Posted: Jun 15, 2010 1030 PM 
Updated: Jun 15, 2010 1115 PM 

By Mari-Ela David - bio I email 

HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - Honolulu's mass transit project must 
overcome serious obstacles before groundbreaking. 

That's according to state officials who say Monday's release of the 
environmental impact study does not put the project on the fast track. 

The governor's signature isn't the only thing needed to move forward. 

Even if she signed off today, the City must clear several more hurdles 
before starting construction. 

The final environmental impact statement (EIS) is now online for the 
public to view. 

But rail planners still have unfinished business. 

First - 

"Nobody has signed the Programmatic Agreement (PA) at this point - 
none of the federal agencies, nor us," said Laura Thielen, Department 
of Land and Natural Resources Chair. 

Without that agreement, Thielen says construction cant start. 

The holdup centers on Oahu's historic districts and sacred cultural 
grounds. 

The final EIS shows 81 of those sites will be impacted by rail, 33 of 
them will be affected severely. 

Four agencies need to sign on to the PA, which outlines ways to 
minimize the impact on those sites. 

The city says so far, three of them are on board: the Federal Transit 
Authority (FTS), the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, and 
Honolulu's Department of Transportation Services. 

"No, that's not true. The FTA has confirmed that the consultation has 
not been completed and the city statement was premature," said 
Thielen. 

The City says the three haven't technically signed, but have agreed to. 

The fourth party that has yet to agree on the PA is the State Historic 
Preservation Officer, which is Thielen. 

Here's another potential speed bump: 

The federal government must now publish the final EIS to give federal leaders a 30-day comment 
period. 

Any new concerns must by resolved before the project can move forward. 

Then there's money. 

The Governor plans to review the financial plan before signing off. 

But the city's transportation chief is already hinting at another battle around the bend. 

http://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/Global/story.asp?S=12656726 
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Its not a requirement. She certainly doesn't need it. And to say that we should meet our final design, 
financial plan, would be ridiculous because we wont go into the real detailed engineering until we get 
the {record of decision}, which were going after right now," said Wayne Yoshioka, Honolulu 
Transportation Director. 

The city expects the federal 30-day-comment period to begin on June 25th. 
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Say Yes to the Honolulu Rail System 
Honolulu's soon-to-be-built rail transit system makes sense for Oahu residents no matter where you 

live. It will improve mobility for islanders who must commute along the Kapolei-Downtown corridor, 

and it'll cut traffic congestion from projected levels by about 20%. If you're put off that I'm a paid 

communications consultant to the City and started this blog specifically to advance the project, you 

probably don't want to read any further. 

Tuesday, June 15, 2010 

Honolulu FEIS Acceptance -- the Rest of the 
Story 

The news media can be super discriminating in selecting quotes for 
their newspapers and newscasts, so you undoubtedly missed 
virtually all of yesterday's announcement that the Federal Transit 
Administration has accepted the Honolulu rail project's Final 
Environmental Impact Statement. Here are the parts of Mayor Mufi 
Hannemann's announcement that you probably didn't see or hear: 

I'm joined today by many of you who have been working very hard 
the past five years to bring to pass a dream that we have been 
pursuing as a city for over 40 years. And today's announcement is 
simply this: 

I'm happy to report that the Federal Transit Administration has said 
our Final Environmental Impact Statement is ready to go to 
Governor Lingle for her acceptance! What this FEIS does in effect 
is, they're saying that the studies that we have been doing, the 
research that we have been engaged in, the public meetings, the 
public input, all of that has reached this point that they're saying, 
the community, the economic, the social impact and benefits of rail 
are good to go in the Final Environmental Impact Statement. 
(Mayor Hannemann is shown with City Council Chair Todd Apo.) 

We delivered this copy today to the Office of Environmental Quality 
Control, OEQC, and we hope that the Governor will take into 
account all the work that's been done in bringing the FEIS to the 
state of Hawaii and ask her, implore her, to do what's right for the 
people of Oahu. 

...given her financial concerns that she has with this project, all 
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we're saying is, Governor, do what you have to do, but please keep 
in mind this has been vetted and scrutinized and it's gone through 
several financial reviews by the Federal Transit Administration. Our 
own Hawaii Business Roundtable...local business leaders have 
looked at the financial plan for the rail transit project, so we 
basically have the monies, good to go, but most importantly, our 
people need jobs! 

People on the West Side of Oahu need traffic relief, and I can't wait 
for transit-oriented development to kick in, when we'll be able to 
have beautiful revitalized communities around train stations that 
will bring in housing, commercial, retail, bike paths, open spaces, 
parks, all the things that we want to see in our communities from 
West Oahu to McCully, Moiliili eventually, all these things are 
important. 

But the critical first step is that we send this document over to the 
Governor for her timely acceptance. So do what you must, Madame 
Governor, but at the end of the day, please do what is right for the 
people of the state of Hawaii, not just the City and County of 
Honolulu.... 

And last but not least, I need to thank the public. I need to thank 
all of you who are gathered here today, from the youth to my left, 
to the adults to my right, to the keikis in front of me, to the 
seniors, this is a great day. You have made it possible. They tell me 
in Washington it normally takes a city 14 years to get to where we 
are today, 14 years. We did it in 5! We kept the dream alive! 

...let (the Governor) know, the economy needs revitalization, we 
need rail on Oahu, we need livable communities, and we need to do 
what is right, and this is the right thing to do to change the 
landscape of Oahu for the better, to make sure that people today 
and tomorrow will be able to say when they look back, Mahalo 
those of you from 2005 to 2010 for staying the course, 'cause you 
made Hawaii, you made Oahu a better place to live, work and raise 
our families! Thank you, everybody for being here today. Imua! Go 
Rail Go! 
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A key state agency says it's not trying to hold up the 
Honolulu rail process. 

The director of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources says they're working toward a quick but 
thorough solution on a portion of the federal review 
meant to protect historic features. 

The Federal Transit Administration has released 
Honolulu rail's final environmental impact statement 
for review and comment. That and what's called a 
programmatic agreement - or PA which covers historic 
resources - both need state signatures in order for rail 
to move to the next step. It's up to the governor to 
approve the EIS, and the Department of Land and 
Natural Resources to sign off on the historic part. 

     

Related Links 

   

• Read the EIS   

  

      

The city accuses the governor and the DLNR director of stonewalling. 

"It's clear to me that she wants to be a roadblock and the governor was going to continue to 
throw up roadblocks and that's fine, but we're going to continue to move that process along," 
said Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann. 

The DLNR says they're cooperating and it's in the fed's hands. 

"I had received a letter from the city saying the historic preservation consultation was 
completed and it actually wasn't, and the FTA confirmed that. And so they are now calling a 
meeting to bring everybody back to finalize the negotiations," said Laura Thielen with the 
DLNR. 

That meeting is set for next week. 

As for the EIS itself, the state is still going over bids it received for an independent financial 
review the governor wants to do. 

According to the EIS, the capital cost of the project is $5.4 billion in Tuesday's value or $6.4 
billion in projected year of expenditure funds. 

The FTA funds such projects only after: 

*the EIS or NEPA process is cleared 
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*a full-funding grant agreement is approved 

*and final design gets the green light 

*the New Starts funding program is expired but Congress is working on renewal. 

The EIS says the city will actively pursue private-sector funds, airport funds and a reduction in 
the state's 10% retention of the GE tax surcharge. 

"We don't need these extra revenue sources to balance the books, but they wanted us to talk 
about what other additional sources to sort of reduce the risk," said Toru Hamayasu with the 
City Transportation Department. 

The study says there will be 40,000 fewer cars on the road each day by 2030 due to rail. 

And that there will be an 18% reduction in traffic delays versus what traffic would be like 
without the rail alternative. 
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City Officials Embrace Transit EIS 

Report Predicts More Riders, Affordable Cost 

Daryl Huff  KIT/ 4 News Reporter 

POSTED: 5:51 pm HST June 15, 2010 
UPDATED: 8:52 pm HST June 15, 2010 

HONOLULU -- City officials said they were still celebrating federal 
approval Monday of the final Environmental Impact Statement for 
Honolulu's rail transit system. 

They said the study confirms many of their promises about the 	 Video: Officials Celebrate 
system and its impacts on traffic and the community. 	 Honolulu Rail Transit EIS 

The study covers virtually every aspect of the system, and for the most part is only slightly different from the 
draft EIS issued two years ago. 

One new feature is photo simulations of the raised guide way as it cuts through various neighborhoods. The 
EIS says the structure, solid concrete and as wide as a two-way street, will impact many peoples' views, and 
change the face of some neighborhoods. 

City Transportation Services Director Wayne Yoshioka said the structure doesn't look so bad to him. "I think 
it's always in the eyes of the beholder," Yoshioka said. He said the final design will focus on making the 
structure aesthetically pleasing. 

The report also dramatically increased estimates of rail ridership in 20 years. It estimates that by 2030, rail 
will provide 116,300 trips per day, 20 percent better than predicted in the draft EIS The consultant said that 
translates to about 40,000 fewer cars on the road each day and a prediction that 61 percent of drivers will 
benefit directly or indirectly from traffic improvements. 

Yoshioka said the improvement was due to a deliberate effort to be conservative about projections. "They 
didn't want to paint too rosy a picture. But as they move forward on this project things get more precise. 
Fortunately for us, we see some improvement in the process," Yoshioka said. 

As for doubts about the affordability of the system, the EIS estimates a total cost of $5.5 billion, with $1.55 
billion coming from the federal government. A last-minute realignment of the route near the airport is now 
estimated to cost $29 million. 

Transit critic Panos Prevedouros, a candidate for mayor, said the EIS also confirms his criticism of the 
project. He said the EIS charts show that there won't be much improvement in traffic because it will serve less 
than 10 percent of people, and most of them would be bus riders, anyway. 

Copyright 2010 by  KITV.com  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten 
or redistributed. 
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Final study for rail line gets feds' OK 
An environmental impact statement now goes to Lingle, who still wants an analysis of the project's costs 

By Sean Hao   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 15, 2010 

A final environmental study of Honolulu's planned 20-mile, elevated commuter rail line picked up a key 
federal endorsement and now goes to Gov. Linda Lingle for her review. 

The Federal Transit Administration approved the final environmental impact statement, which concludes 
that most negative aspects of the train can be mitigated and that residents will benefit from the option of 
a guaranteed 42-minute ride from East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann held aloft the 4-inch-thick study yesterday at a Honolulu Hale news 
conference. "Today is a great day. Today is a historic day," he said. 

Hannemann, who had hoped to begin construction on the project last December, now has his sights set 
on later this year with completion envisioned for 2019. 

"With the support and cooperation of the state, the final piece can be put in place, and we can break 
ground," Hannemann said. 

Lingle's approval is far from automatic. The governor has said she will not approve the rail line based on 
the most recent available financial plan for the project, which was completed in August. 

She wants to hold public hearings on the rail's environmental impacts and conduct an analysis of project 
cost and revenue estimates. That could take months and will not begin until the city releases an updated 
financial plan for the project. 

"The Lingle-Aiona administration has plans to conduct a state financial review of the rail project," 
Hannemann said. "This is unnecessary in our view and will only delay a timely acceptance of the 
project." 

Lingle was out of the country and unavailable for comment yesterday. 

Hannemann, a Democrat who will leave office next month to run for governor, could face Lt. Gov. 
James "Duke" Aiona, a Republican, in the general election. 

The EIS details the advantages of the rail project, including daily ridership of 116,300 by 2030, taking 
40,000 cars off the roads by 2030 and reducing traffic delays. It also notes that several of the concerns 
raised will be dealt with as best as possible. 

http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=Final+study+for+rail+line+g.. . 6/15/2010 
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Noise from the train will be reduced with a 3-foot wall around the track and wheel skirts on the vehicles. 
The study says the visual impacts of the elevated track and stations cannot be removed completely, but 
have been lessened with architectural and landscape design. 

The EIS notes that 20 residences, one church and 66 businesses will need to be relocated, but they will 
be compensated. The plans also call for minimizing the impact on archaeological and historical 
resources. 

Much of Lingle's concern about the project follows a memo from the Federal Transit Administration to 
the city that raised questions about the city's ability to pay for the train. The Oct. 7 memo also warned 
the city that its financial plan might not be sufficient to allow the project to proceed into the final 
engineering phase possibly this year. 

The city has not disclosed when an updated financial report will be released, which means that even if 
Lingle ultimately signs off on the project, construction could not occur for months. 

The state began the search for a consultant to conduct its analysis of the cost and revenue estimates for 
Honolulu's new rail system. The consultant that will do the analysis has not been hired yet, state 
transportation spokeswoman Tammy Mori said yesterday. 

City Council Chairman Todd Apo disagreed with Lingle's proposal to wait for an updated financial plan 
before approving the project. 

The August financial plan "provides a basis for the financial impacts of this project," Apo said. "These 
processes need to be done in a reasonably expeditious manner." 

The city also must execute a "programmatic agreement" with the Federal Transit Administration, Hawaii 
State Historic Preservation Division, National Park Service, Navy and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation. 

That agreement establishes the framework for lessening the project's impact on cultural and historical 
resources. 

Laura Thielen, chairwoman of the Department of Land and Natural Resources and Historic Preservation 
Division, said yesterday the state is still consulting with various parties on the terms of the proposed 
agreement. 

"There is no agreement yet. There does need to be some other substantive issues addressed," Thielen 
said. "My hope is that we can bring all the parties to the table to finally resolve these issues." 

Under prior timetables the final EIS was supposed to be released in spring 2009. When that deadline 
could not be met, the release date was pushed back to last fall. 

The release of the study removes a major hurdle for the project, said city Councilman Gary Okino. 

"That's what's standing between this thing going or not going, so it's significant," he said. "I was hoping 
it would happen somewhat sooner. 

"Now it needs to be approved by the governor," Okino said. 
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The rail project has been delayed in part because the route interfered with a runway airspace safety 
buffer near Honolulu Airport. The city has altered the route to avoid interfering with the airport. 

Even if Lingle approves the project before she leaves office on Dec. 6, the environmental review process 
calls for a 30-day period for the public to provide comments on the project's impacts. 

The city then will need to respond to those comments before the federal government can provide a so-
called "Record of Decision," which marks the end of the environ-mental review process. 

The city plans to begin construction once that milestone is reached. However, opponents have made it 
clear they plan to sue to halt the project before construction can begin. 

The opponents are expected to argue that the city did not adequately explore alternatives that were less 
likely to affect historical resources or that would cost less and alleviate more roadway traffic, among 
other things. 

Copies of the EIS will be available at all state libraries soon, the city said. A free DVD with the EIS can 
be requested by calling 566-2299 or e-mailing  info@honolulutransit.org .  

Find this article at: 
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/20100615_Final_study_for  railline_getsfeds_OK.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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By Adrienne LaFrance and Randy Ching 
	 06/16/2010 

By city estimates, 116,300 people will ride trains along a 
proposed $5.5 billion Honolulu rail project each weekday by the year 2030. We're willing to guess 
that's far more people than will actually read the Final Environmental Impact Statement. But part of 
the reason it's critical for people to be able to dive into this 650-megabyte monster (that's thousands 
of pages, for those who measure in paper), is because the issues that concern Honolulu citizens don't 
always make it into the executive summary. 

The executive summary is a good place to start, but inevitably, even good-faith efforts by city officials 
to condense an incredibly complex development plan into a dozen or so pages result in myriad 
omissions. It's also worth noting that an entity that's poured countless hours of work and an 
enormous investment into making this proposal a reality would be foolish not to present its 
information in a way that supports its efforts. 

As reporters, it's our job to wade through this deluge of information, and tell you what it means with 
help from those — the document's drafters and reviewers — who understand it best. But it's also 
important that readers have the opportunity to see for themselves, and explore what this transit 
plan, in its latest incarnation, is all about. 

Maybe you'll read the thing word-for-word, maybe you won't. Either way, here it is, in its massive 
searchable entirety. 

The entire Final EIS document is also available this week at the City Municipal Reference Library, 
558 South King Street, as well as at the City's Department of Transportation Services, 650 South 
King Street, Fasi Municipal Building, Third Floor. 

Honolulu High-Capacity Transity Corridor Project Final Environmental Impact 
Statement! Section 4(f) Evaluation 

Please note that due to the size of the Final Environmental Impact Statement ("EIS"), we have 
broken it up into smaller files. The EIS is in five parts and the appendices to the EIS are available via 
links below. 

Final EIS Part 1 
Final EIS Part 2 
Final EIS Part 3 
Final EIS Part 4 
Final EIS Part 5 

Appendices 

Final EIS Appendix A - This appendix includes the comments received in the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement and response to those comments. It is broken up into three parts. 

Final EIS - Appendix A Part 1 (pages i-l000) 
Final EIS - Appendix A Part 2 (pages 1001-2000) 
Final EIS - Appendix A Part 3 (pages 2001-3222) 

Final EIS Appendix B - This appendix provides information about the Preliminary Alignment 
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Plans and Profiles. 
Final EIS Appendix C - This appendix provides information about the Preliminary Right-of-Way 
Plans. 
Final EIS Appendix D - This appendix provides information about bus service with the Project for 
the year 2030 and each of the phased openings. 
Final EIS Appendix E - This appendix describes the general construction process and methods 
likely to be used in the construction of the Project. 
Final EIS Appendix F - This appendix provides information about the Record of Agency 
correspondence and coordination. 

Final EIS Appendix G - This appendix provides information about the Record of Public and 
Stakeholder Correspondence and Coordination. 

Final EIS - Appendix G Part 1 (pages 1-400) 
Final EIS -Appendix G Part 2 (pages 401-900) 
Final EIS - Appendix G Part 3 (pages 901-1361) 

Final EIS Appendix H - Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act Draft Programmatic 
Agreement. 
Final EIS Appendix I - This appendix includes a summary of the mitigation and commitments that 
are documented in the body of the Final EIS. 
Final EIS Appendix J - This appendix includes a summary of the Project's relationship to land use 
plans, policies, and controls as documented in the Final EIS and technical reports completed for the 
Project. 
Final EIS Appendix K - This appendix contains information about Honolulu International Airport, 
including the Airport Layout Plan and drawings that support an airspace evaluation by showing how 
the Project meets FAA requirements, including the Runway Protection Zone and Approach and 
Transitional Surfaces. 
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Go Deeper 

• Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 

• Environmental Impact Statements 

More by Adrienne LaFrance » 

More by Randy Ching >> 

Share 

About Us f Contact Terms of Service Privacy Policy I  Membership 

Copyright C) 20 10 Peer News LLC. All rights reserved. 

All purchases subject to Hawaii and City and County of Honolulu General Excise Tax of 4.712%. 

http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2010/06/16/2009-honolulu-rail-the-complete-final-envir.. . 6/17/2010 
AR00079133 



$65M to shift rail route - Hawaii News - Staradvertiser.com 	 Page 1 of 2 

It$tarWaductinstr 
	

Car-L-1 PRINTTHIS 

$65M to shift rail route 
Other options to avoid air traffic cost up to $300 million, a memo reveals 

By Sean Hao   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 16, 2010 

Diverting Honolulu's planned elevated commuter rail line to avoid interfering with air traffic at 
Honolulu Airport could cost the city $65 million. 

Moving a portion of the rail line to Ualena Street from Aolele Street was the least expensive option for 
the city, according to an April 7 memorandum from the Federal Aviation Administration to the Federal 
Transit Administration that was released to the Star-Advertiser in response to a Freedom of Information 
Request. Other options ran as high as $300 million, the memo said. 

The city was forced to alter the rail route earlier this year because it encroached on runway airspace near 
the intersection of Aolele Street and Lagoon Drive. The track and a station near that intersection would 
have been at least four stories tall and about 1,300 feet from airport runways. That was within an 
airspace buffer designed to keep buildings and other obstructions from affecting airplane operations. 

The added costs of resolving the airport issue were included in the project's total price tag of $5.5 
billion, which was the cost estimate given in a final environmental impact statement released Monday. 

According to the FAA memo, the Ualena Street route was the cheapest of five alternatives studied. 
Leaving the route on Aolele and moving the runways back would have cost between $102 million and 
$128 million. Running the track along the median of the H-1 viaduct would have cost an estimated $300 
million. Moving the track to Koapaka Street would have added about $95 million, while a "Makai H-1" 
option carried a $124 million price tag. 

"Fortunately, the most expeditious option was also the cheapest option," City Council Chairman Todd 
Apo said. "It seems that made the choice as to which direction to go much easier to make." 

City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka said yesterday that the estimates given in the April 7 
memo are outdated and have since been cut by more than half The added cost of altering the airport 
route is now estimated to be $29 million, Yoshioka said. 

"We think those costs can be easily absorbed within the contingency (fund), which is $1.3 billion," he 
said. 

According to documents released earlier by the state, the city was warned as early as 2006 about height 
restrictions near airport runways. However, it wasn't until mid-2009 that it became clear that the city's 
planned route encroached on a runway protection zone, the city has said. 
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On April 8, Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced that the train's route would be shifted because moving 
the runways would be too expensive for the city. At the time, the city did not disclose the costs of the 
change but said they would be absorbed within the project budget. 

Find this article at: 
http://wwvv.staradvertiser.com/news/20100616_65M2o_shift_rail  _route.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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DLNR speaks out on Honolulu rail process   

By 

— June 18, 2010Posted in:  stonewalling 

A key state agency says it's not trying to hold up the Honolulu rail process. 

The director of the Department of Land and Natural Resources says they're working toward a quick but 

thorough solution on a portion of the federal review meant to protect historic features. 

The Federal Transit Administration has released Honolulu rail's final environmental impact statement for 

review and comment. That and what's called a programmatic agreement — or PA which covers historic 

resources — both need state signatures in order for rail to move to the next step. It's up to the governor to 

approve the EIS, and the Department of Land and Natural Resources to sign off on the historic part. 

The city accuses the governor and the DLNR director of stonewalling. 

"It's clear to me that she wants to be a roadblock and the governor was going to continue to throw up 

roadblocks and that's fine, but we're going to continue to move that process along," said Honolulu Mayor Mufi 

Han nemann. 

The DLNR says they're cooperating and it's in the fed's hands. 

"I had received a letter from the city saying the historic preservation consultation was completed and it actually 

wasn't, and the FTA confirmed that. And so they are now calling a meeting to bring everybody back to finalize 

the negotiations," said Laura Thielen with the DLNR. 

That meeting is set for next week. 
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As for the EIS itself, the state is still going over bids it received for an independent financial review the 

governor wants to do. 

According to the EIS, the capital cost of the project is $5.4 billion in Tuesday's value or $6.4 billion in projected 

year of expenditure funds. 

Car Accident Lawyers 	 Honolulu   
Recover Compensation for Your Car Accident Move Your Career Forward. Get Hired. Apply 
Injuries. Call Today. 	 Today! 

Ads by CODgie 

The FTA funds such projects only after: 

*the EIS or NEPA process is cleared 

*a full-funding grant agreement is approved 

*and final design gets the green light 

*the New Starts funding program is expired but Congress is working on renewal. 

The EIS says the city will actively pursue private-sector funds, airport funds and a reduction in the state's 10% 

retention of the GE tax surcharge. 
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"We don't need these extra revenue sources to balance the books, but they wanted us to talk about what 

other additional sources to sort of reduce the risk," said Toru Hamayasu with the City Transportation 

Department. 

The study says there will be 40,000 fewer cars on the road each day by 2030 due to rail. 

And that there will be an 18% reduction in traffic delays versus what traffic would be like without the rail 

alternative. 

DLNR speaks out on Honolulu rail process 
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Honolulu's transit tax generates $8M in May 

By Associated Press 

HONOLULU (AP) 6€" The state Department of Taxation 
says Honolulu's transit tax generated more than $8 million 
in May, compared with nearly $15 million in May of last 
year. 

Last month's take was the lowest amount collected since 
February 2007, when a little more than $2 million was 
collected during the second month the surcharge was in 
effect. The target monthly average for the tax is $14.5 
million. 

The tax that went into effect in January 2007 has raised a 
total $517 million for the planned $5.5 billion commuter 
rail system from Kapolei to Ala Moana. 

Mayor Mufi Hannennann said earlier this week that the city 
has collected 99.6 percent of what it wanted for the 
project. 

(Copyright 2010 Associated Press. All rights reserved) 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Sunday, June 20, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 20, 2010 

Don't blame Lingle for rail delays 

In the article "Support schools chief for reforms, mayor says" (Star-Advertiser, June 13), Mayor Mufi 
Hannennann states that the city's rail plan "has stalled because of opposition from Lingle." 

On Monday the mayor announced that the Federal Transit Administration just approved the final 
environmental impact statement and that it is now being sent to Gov. Linda Lingle for her review. 
Therefore, the governor could not have reviewed and signed off on this document for the rail project's 
proposed groundbreaking in 2009. 

The governor is not responsible for any delay due to the city's relocating a portion of the proposed rail 
project's guideway to avoid Honolulu Airport's runway airspace protection buffer. 

The governor also is not responsible for the signing of the "programmatic agreement" by the FTA, 
state Historic Preservation Division, National Park Service, Navy and Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation to establish the framework for lessening the project's impact on cultural and historical 
resources. 

Furthermore, the FTA has previously stated that they too are concerned that the city's financial plan 
might not be sufficient to allow the project to proceed into the final engineering phase, possibly this 
year. 

I appreciate Lingle's commitment to have an independent review of the financial plan for this project. I 
believe that she truly is concerned about the impact of our children, grandchildren and the future 
generations who will be paying taxes for this project for years and years to come. 

Ann H. Kobayashi 
Council member, District V 
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Aiea Businesses Unknowingly in the Path of the 
Train 

By Michael Levine 

MEA — Dianna's Hair and Nail Salon just opened its doors a 
month ago. The floors are spotless, the mirrors look brand new 
and the dark wood paneling along the walls pristine. 

But unknown to salon owner Dianna Tran is the fact that her 
store, one of four in an Aiea strip mall on Kamehameha 
Highway near Pearl Harbor's East Loch could soon be forced to 
move. The city has identified the property as one of 199 parcels 
that need to be acquired to make room for the Honolulu rail 
project. The city has informed Trans landlord, but nobody has 
told her. 

"My mom put a lot of money into that shop, to lay down pipe for the shampoo bowls ... salon chairs. 
They had to dig holes for the water," said Dianna's daughter, Linda Ishihara, who helped her mother 
negotiate the terms of her four-year lease. 

"When my mom starts a business, she usually stays there for years and years," she said after first 
learning that the rail project might force her business to move in a phone interview with Civil Beat. 
"If we knew that something was going to overtake it ... I would have talked my mom out of it. I think 
that that's something major that they should have told us." 

Landowners started to receive warnings from the city almost two years ago when the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement was published in October 2008, according to Toru Hamayasu, 
deputy director for the Honolulu Department of Transportation Services and general manager of the 
rail project. But just because landowners are in the loop doesn't mean everyone who might be 
impacted knows too. 

Member Content 

"We can only contact owners first and only with the consent of 
owners we can contact the tenants," Hamayasu said. "So there could 
be some business owners that are tenants that were not aware of this 
because the owner specifically requested us to not contact tenants." 

Indeed, there are. 

Sofos Realty Corporation , which manages the property where 
Trans nail salon is, has not yet told tenants about the impending rail 
acquisition because "we don't want to alarm the tenants at this point 
in time," said a representative who refused to disclose her name. We 
were transferred to the woman by a receptionist after we explained 
the nature of our call. The woman said she managed relationships 
with existing customers for Sofos Realty, but hung up when asked 
for her name. Civil Beat decided to use her information because we 

were confident that she was in a position to have direct knowledge of the company's policies toward 
tenants. 

"We're not certain about it, so we won't even disclose anything until we are sure," the representative 
said. "We're kind of wondering how it works as well, because we don't know what the city is up to on 
their plans. They have premature plans for doing this, but we don't have details.... Once we are 
certain from the city, it would be the property management company that will probably end up 
talking to them about it." 
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The representative said she did not know how much notice the tenants would receive if and when 
they are told to vacate the premises. When asked if it was appropriate for the company to withhold 
this information from its tenants, the representative became defensive, declined to answer further 
questions, and hung up. 

A message left for the shopping center's landowner, Grubb and Ellis, was not returned. 

The Final Environmental Impact Statement, released last week, said there are seven businesses at 
98-080 Kamehameha Highway that will need to be displaced to make room for the rail's Pearlridge 
Station platform. Trans salon is one of four open businesses at the sleepy Pearl West Center. Four 
other storefronts are vacant, with identical window signs encouraging interested buyers and renters 
to contact the owner (Grubb and Ellis) or landlord (Sofos Realty). 

Next to Dianna's is Kiawe Grill BBQ and Burgers, a local lunch and dinner spot with locations in 
Kalihi, Moilffli and Ala Moana, according to a take-out menu. On the Diamond Head side of the 
center is the Pastry House, a bakery with birthday cakes in a glass case and a friendly proprietor. On 
the Ewa end sits the Kennel Shop, a sizable pet store stocked with food and other supplies. 
Employees at all three stores said Friday they had not heard anything from the landlord about the 
rail coming through. 

Workers at both the Pastry House and Kennel Shop said they knew the rail was coming through but 
thought it would be on the opposite side of the highway. In fact, the rail station will require land on 
both sides. Another building at 98-077 Kamehameha Highway, home to two businesses, could also 
be replaced by a rail station platform, the Final EIS shows. 

Appendix C shows the exact locations of the parcels that must be at least partially acquired. In all, 
zo homes, 67 businesses, and one church bulldozed to make room for the rail. To see if your home 
or business is in the path of the train, you can check out the appropriate appendix (and see 
thousands of pages of other sections) right here at Civil Beat. 

DISCUSSION: Should landlords wait until the rail project's final approval to tell their tenants if 
their businesses will have to relocate? Join the conversation on the rail project. 
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Honolulu Rail Heading Right at Them 

By Michael Levine 

WAIPAHU — Nick Cutter's family has sold cars in Waipahu for 
more than a decade. Fords, Mazdas, Pontiacs, Buicks and 
GMCs. 

But someday soon, a concrete platform for the Honolulu rail 
project's West Loch Station will stand where the Cutter Family 
Auto Center now sits with its colorful lot of cars and trucks. 

The June 14 release of the project's Final Environmental Impact 
Statement offers the most up-to-date list of homes and 
businesses that will have to move to make way for the train. 

All told, the city will have to acquire 199 parcels to build the 20-mile rail line from East Kapolei to 
Ala Moana. 
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One appendix of the final environmental report — you can read thousands of pages of sections and 
appendices right here at Civil Beat — shows the exact locations of the parcels. Twenty residences, 67 
businesses, and one church will have to relocate to make room. 

They can feel the train rumbling down the tracks, and they are going to have to move quickly to get 
out of the way. 

Member Content 

Cutter owns two adjacent properties at 94-119 Farrington Highway 
and 94-136 Leonui Street in Waipahu that must be acquired in full 
by the city. Eminent domain grants the state the power to seize 
private property for public use without the owner's consent, but the 
owner must be compensated. 

The car dealership is the only home or business that lies in the path 
of the project's East Kapolei-to-Fort Weaver Road section, the first 
of four overlapping phases expected to break ground. 

"They basically informed us that two of our parcels were identified 
for a future transit station and that they would be contacting us in 
the future to talk about terms, and that if we couldn't get together on 
terms, then there would be condemnation," Cutter said. 

The city first contacted him more than a year ago. Yet he hasn't 
heard anything since and said no negotiations have begun. Cutter 

says he has no idea when he'll have to move or how quickly. 

"Frankly, that's a bit disconcerting. I need to relocate a business that employs 90 people, and we 
don't have a time frame," he said. "I think it would have been better dealt with when we were first 
notified ... so we could at least have done some intelligent business planning. That would have at 
least made the concern more manageable. 

"It's a question of keeping people informed that are going to be affected. I think the city could do a 
better job of that," he said. "Personally I have no problem with rail or with the fact that the land was 
identified as being beneficial. That's fine. But let's deal with the issue instead of waiting until the last 
minute." 

http://www.civilbeat.com/articles/2010/06/23/2199-honolulu-rail-heading-right-at-them/ 
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For their part, City and County of Honolulu officials said they're limited in what steps they can take 
and when they can take them. 

"We cannot acquire any of the properties until we obtain the record of decision," the final approval 
from the Federal Transit Authority, said Toru Hamayasu, deputy director for the Honolulu 
Department of Transportation Services and general manager of the rail project. Negotiations cannot 
start until that moment either. 

Hamayasu said the city plans to buy land along the entire route shortly after federal authorities sign 
off on the project. Relocating businesses and residents will be a separate process on a more flexible 
schedule. 

"So what we're doing is basically informing the people what is the likely impact to the property or 
their businesses and what are their options and their rights in dealing with their government trying 
to buy their property," he said. 

Landowners started to receive warnings from the city in the months before and after the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement was released in October 2008, Hamayasu said. 

But that doesn't mean all of the businesses affected are aware. While all the landowners that face 
potential impacts have been contacted, the city can only reach out to tenants with landlords' 
permission. As a result, some businesses have unwittingly wandered into the path of the speeding 
train. 

Public Use Vs. Private Profit In Eminent Domain 
There are rules in place to make sure the government doesn't abuse its eminent domain power. In 
what is known as the U.S. Constitution's "takings clause," the Fifth Amendment guarantees that 
"nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation." 

The Federal Highway Administration has published informational brochures on acquiring real 
property and displacement and relocation . The relevant federal law is called the Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act. 

In Hawaii, the power of eminent domain is laid out in in Article 1, Section zo of the state's 
Constitution and Chapter 101 of the Hawaii Revised Statutes. 

The definition of "public use" has been at issue in recent years. In 2005's Kelo vs. New London 
decision, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a Connecticut town could essentially transfer its eminent 
domain powers to a developer seeking to condemn a neighborhood to put up a pharmaceutical plant. 
The prospect of economic development was determined to be a public good that qualified as a public 
use even though the seized property was not going to be owned by or accessible to the public. 

Here in Honolulu, unwilling sellers or other opponents could argue that the condemnations are just 
a pretext to a benefit for a private entity, such as a business that would use the land for a different 
purpose. But because the city will own the land and operate the trains, property rights attorney 
Robert Thomas said he expects that the project will meet the threshold of being "predominantly" a 
public use. 

"At the end of the day, at least the way it's shaping up now, the taking of property for public 
transportation purposes is generally seen as one of those classic uses for eminent domain, provided 
there's no pretext for private business," Thomas said. The Los Angeles County Metro Rail , the Bay 
Area Rapid Transit system in San Francisco and Tri-Rail in Miami were all built despite large 
controversies surrounding them, he said. 

While he thinks "someone, somewhere is going to fight" the condemnations and said the city's 
current timetable might be ambitious, Thomas does not think land acquisition will bring the project 
to a halt. 

Negotiating 'Just Compensation' 
If a court determines that a project is indeed a public use, the only remaining hurdle to land 
acquisition will be negotiating a fair price. Negotiations are not likely to delay the project because 
state law allows the city to take possession (though not title) of parcels — and start construction on 
them — while terms are still being finalized. 

Honolulu is using the current assessed property value as a starting point, and has a small right-of-
way team working on appraisals, said Hamayasu, the project manager. Potential lost income will also 
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be weighed for the displaced businesses. All told, the city has estimated the cost of right-of-way 
acquisitions at $157 million. 

Hamayasu said there's no "showstopper" acquisition — a historically significant building the city 
cannot demolish or any known archaeological property — on the entire route. Although iwi, or 
Native Hawaiian remains, are expected to be found along the rail route, they are not likely to 
complicate land acquisitions. Hamayasu said he considers condemnation a "last resort." 

In Hawaii, property valuation is left up to a jury if the parties can't strike a deal. 

"There's no set formula. It's whatever would approximate just compensation in a particular case," 
said Thomas, the property lawyer. "This is really a case where the valuation of each parcel could be 
different because property is always unique, and the only standard that ultimately has to fly is this 
'just compensation' in the eyes of a jury." 

And because just compensation is "a pretty elastic concept," Thomas said, litigation is a risky 
proposition that both the city and the landowners might want to avoid. 

Thomas said the acquisitions are "not going to be limited to the footprint of the rail line or of the rail 
stations." People whose properties are impacted — for example by noise or dust that reduces 
property values — can bring what are known as inverse condemnation lawsuits for up to six years 
after the date of injury. 

And those who see only part of their parcel taken by the city can seek damages for the leftover piece 
if its value is also diminished, he said. 

Said rail project manager Hamayasu: "I would say the overwhelming majority has been 
understanding of the need to take, so they're willing to negotiate or willing to wait for the next step of 
notification. There are few that have expressed — what is the right word — their unhappiness, but we 
haven't gotten any indication that they're going to fight all the way or anything like that." 

One of those willing, if unhappy, sellers is Cutter, the auto dealership owner. 

"We have no desire to fight the city over the rail project," he said. "If the price is fair and fair market 
value and we deal with the economic issues, then we'll relocate the business and support the city in 
what they're trying to do." 

DISCUSSION: Join the conversation on the rail project. 
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By Tim Sakahara - bio I email 

HONOLULU (HawaiiNewsNow) - Usually political candidates don't run 
on the idea of promoting a property tax increase but Donovan Dela 
Cruz says its a way to add growth to urban Honolulu while keeping the 
country, country. 

Dela Cruz says he is fully on board with the more than $5.5 billion rail 
project and he wants to win over even those that aren't supporters. 

"A lot of people that say I don't want to pay for something that I'm not 
going to use. With the tax increment financing the very people who 
are living around the stations and will benefit from living around the 
transit oriented development and will pay for the necessary upgrades," 
said Dela Cruz. 

The tax increment financing or TIF will not pay for the rail, but will help 
pave the way for development around the rail stations, namely city 
sewer system upgrades to make it easier for developers to build 
private mixed use business and residential buildings. The money 
would come from extra property taxes paid by those that live around 
the stations. 

Its a catch 22 in the sense that they need to be motivated to pay for 
that TIF because if not we can't do the development that's necessary 
around the transit stations," said Dela Cruz. 

Its a gimmick more than a real contribution to the problem," said 
Panos Prevedouros. 

Prevedouros is the only mayoral candidate completely against rail. He 
says tax increment financing is just another burden on the backs of the 
public. 

When the state is broke its one way to find some more money but the 
bottom line is it is another tax. By taxing yourself that's not the way to 
prosperity and in the long term its counterproductive," said 
Prevedouros. 

While its a plan to get more votes it was a tough sell for even those 
that are in favor of rail. 

"I live in the area and I think that's very unfair. What about the other 
people?" said Shrinah Henderson. 

If they tax people where the stations are I think that's a hardship. I 
don't think they should be taxed when they have a station right next to 
their yard," said David Kanagawa. 

A lot would have to happen to make TIF a reality including changing 
the state constitution, tax codes and land use ordinances. 

The other mayoral candidates did not care to comment on the issue. 

Copyright 2010 Hawaii News Now. All rights reserved. 
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Revisiting Rail, Civil Unions 

By Dan Boylan   
Wednesday - June 23, 2010 
E-mail this story Print this page Comments (0)1 Archive  1RSS   

Delicious   

So, what are we going to be talking about during the four-and-a-half long months remaining in this 
already oh-so-long special, primary and general election year? 

Sadly, much of the heat will be generated by topics we've been discussing ad nauseam for decades, 
starting with a fixed-rail mass transit campaign for Honolulu. 

It appeared to have been settled in 2008 when Oahu residents voted 156,051 to 140,818 for the project. 
They also re-elected the rail project's champion of the moment, Mufi Hannemann. He stood in a long 
line of rail champions: every Honolulu mayor save one since 1968. 

So rail's a done deal, right? Of course not. Honolulu east of Red Hill and Windward Oahu made up the 
bulk of those 140,818 anti-rail votes, and many of those folks will not let the issue die. 

Perhaps they shouldn't. Any project with a $5.5 billion price tag needs the voters' continued attention. 

They will give it in the months ahead as University of Hawaii engineering professor Panos Prevedouros 
takes the anti-rail, pro-high occupancy transit position into the winner-take-all mayoral election. 
Prevedouros may very well win it. He's a quick-witted, excellent debater with a disarming sense of 
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humor. He proved that in the 2008 mayoral primary. And he's the only one of the five major announced 
mayoral candidates who opposes the proposed mass transit system. The others - city Prosecutor Peter 
Carlisle, city managing director Kirk Caldwell and City Councilmen Donovan Dela Cruz and Rod Tam - 
all have their strengths, experience in county government and name recognition foremost among them. 

But Prevedouros has a pool of 140,818 opponents of rail in which to troll for votes. That's a big pool, 
and there aren't any other mayoral boats with lines in the water. 

Transit also will be prominent among the issues dominating the gubernatorial debate. Indeed, it already 
is. Neil Abercrombie joins the mayor in supporting rail, but the former U.S. representative has been 
criticizing Hannemann for months. The mayor, he argues, has moved too slowly and now wants to walk 
away from the project before construction has begun. Hannemann responds that it's Republican Gov. 
Linda Lingle's fault, that her stubbornness has caused the delays. 

And so it goes. 

Then there are civil unions, an issue that we've been debating for almost two decades. The Hawaii 
Supreme Court launched the debate in the early 1990s by deciding in favor of same-sex marriages. 
Opponents succeeded in tying the Legislature in knots for several sessions and getting a constitutional 
amendment on the ballot that defined marriage as between a man and a woman. The voters approved it, 
and there the issue has percolated. 

Whether Lingle signs, vetoes or lets the civil unions bill become law without her signature, the issue will 
play a central role in the primary and general elections. Both Duke Aiona and Lynn Finnegan, the most 
likely Republican ticket in the fall, oppose civil unions. Their positions will energize the thousands of 
demonstrators opposed to the bill to campaign for and vote the Republican ticket in November. 

www nrniinnn com/I-lonolijlij 	 Ads by nnnnlp 

But in the primary elections, anti-civil union voters may find themselves choosing the Democrats' 
ballot. There they'll find Hannemann, who opposes civil unions, while Abercrombie joins the legislative 
Democrats who supported them. Among the Democrats running for lieutenant governor, both Sens. 
Bobby Bunda and Norman Sakamoto voted against the civil unions bill. 

So we'll redo both issues. 
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Candidate details plan to keep rail on track 
Dela Cruz's proposal includes infrastructure improvements to promote development 

By B.J. Reyes   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 24, 2010 

Mayoral candidate Donovan Dela Cruz lobbed one of the first volleys of the still-unofficial race for 
Honolulu mayor, outlining his plans for moving forward with the city's planned rail transit system. 

Those plans include sewer upgrades and other infrastructure improvements to promote development in 
urban centers and prevent outgrowth to rural communities. 

"I think it's important that we all look at rail more holistically, more comprehensively," Dela Cruz said 
yesterday after unveiling his plan at campaign headquarters in Kalihi. "It's not just about the rail line 
itself, but it's about the community we're going to create." 

Dela Cruz is among five declared candidates for the mayor's position, once it becomes vacant. 
Incumbent Mayor Mufi Hannemann plans to vacate the office July 20, when he is required to resign in 
order to pursue a run for governor. 

Other declared candidates for the final two years of the term are city Prosecutor Peter Carlisle, city 
Managing Director Kirk Caldwell, University of Hawaii engineering professor Panos Prevedouros and 
City Councilman Rod Tam. 

Only Prevedouros, who also ran for mayor in 2008, is on record as a staunch opponent of rail, pushing 
for cheaper alternatives such as dedicated express lanes for high-occupancy traffic like buses, van pools 
and large car pools. 

"Buses and roadways can do much, much better at a fraction of the cost to the public," he said. 

Caldwell declined comment. Carlisle and Tam did not return messages left with campaign officials. 

Hannemann recently announced the Federal Transit Administration's approval of the environmental 
impact statement for the proposed $5.5 billion rail project. 

Dela Cruz outlined several proposals he would push if elected, including land-use ordinance changes, 
amendment of the tax code to allow mixed-use commercial and residential development, and an update 
of the general plan. 

He said he was hopeful voters would approve this fall a City Charter amendment to create a 
semiautonomous Public Transit Authority to oversee planning, construction, operation, maintenance and 
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expansion of the rail-transit system. 

Dela Cruz said he also supported a means of financing known as tax increment financing -- in which 
districts where infrastructure improvements are made pay for those upgrades. 

People living in districts where transit-oriented development occurs would see property tax increases, 
with those funds going to pay for the improvements. 

"A lot of people say, 'I don't want to pay for something I'm not going to use," Dela Cruz said. "With the 
TIE (tax increment financing), the very people who are going to be living around the stations ... they're 
going to be able to see the benefit and pay for the necessary upgrades." 

Find this article at: 
http://www.staradvertiser.com/news/hawaiinews/20100624_Candidate_details_plan_to_keep_rail_ontrack.html  

r Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Gov. Lingle: No rush to E.I.S. signature 

Reported by: Gina Mangieri   

Email: gmangieri@khon2.com   

Last Update: 6/25 6:25 pm 

Print Story I 	ShareThis   

Gov. Linda Lingle says she still has concerns about the price 
tag for Honolulu's multibillion-dollar rail project. On Friday the 
governor made her first public response since the final 
environmental impact statement for rail was released. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann responds the city is being careful 
with the spending for rail and points to recent under-budget 
contracts, though one of those is subject to material cost 
fluctuation. 

The federal government released the final environmental 
impact statement last week but it will take the governor's 
signature to get a green light for next steps. It's a signoff she 
says won't come quickly. 

"There is no time limit, there is no restriction on how quickly 
you have to act. There is no expiration of it," Lingle said. "It 
depends on when we're able to get the financial analysis." 

The state is still reviewing bids it received for an independent 
financial review the governor wants. 

"It's not required for her to accept the E.I.S.," Hannemann 
said. "The E.I.S. has gone through several financial reviews 
by the federal transit administration that has been paid for with taxpayers dollars." 

Dollars the governor says she's trying to look out for, too. 

"For me the major issue at this point is whether the people of Hawaii can afford a project of this 
magnitude," Lingle said. "We don't want to move forward with a project that could end up 
bankrupting the state." 

As of the most recent quarter, the city took in just under $500 million in general excise tax 
surcharge revenue for rail, just shy of the $501 million in the most recent financial plan. 

The first two contract awards have come in a total $150 million under budget. 

"I think if anybody looked at it they would say the mayor and his team are operating and 
moving forward in a fiscally prudent manner," Hannemann said. 

A $195 million maintenance facility contract puts the burden of any materials cost inflation on 
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the contractor. However, a half-billion-dollar guideway segment could cost the city more than 
the below-budget contract for any major materials that exceed the 2009 cost. The city says 
that risk is accounted for in the contingency, and if cost drops they save more. 

The governor charges the city has yet to submit its financial plan. The city says its August 
version is current and that another is not due until the city applies to the Federal Transit 
Administration to move into final design. 

The project gets federal money only after 

1. The E.I.S. stage is satisfied; 

2. A full-funding grant agreement is approved; 

3. Final design gets the green light; and 

4. Congress renews the expired new starts funding program. 
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Reality Rail 
Blog of Honolulu Rail for Growth 

• About Reality Rail   

Posted by: loomisisc June 25, 2010 

Real Interest for Neighbor Isle Rail Transit 

Timothy Wright from Pahoa wrote a letter entitled, Build railway here, published in the Hawaii Tribune Herald today, showing 
another example of neighbor island interest in rail transit for locals and tourists. 

Wright wrote, "Being from the Big Island, a rail system from Hilo to Kona would work since most jobs are in Kona and not Hilo. 
A rail system here on the Big Island could send tourists from point A to point B in less time than driving," 

In the Maui News on March 181, and reposted on Reality Rail, HCR 101, A nonbinding resolution that would call for Maui 
County to study the creation of a light-rail system, was introduced in the state House of Representatives. 

HCR 101 says the county should take steps to plan for a transit system before extensive development blocks off land 
that could be used for rail routes. Proponents say the rail transit proposal on Oahu is a good example of the problems 
that can be encountered when a region is already overdeveloped. 

"The one thing that keeps coming up is that (Honolulu) should have done this when (former Mayor Frank) Fasi 
pitched the idea in the 1960s," said West Maui Rep. Angus McKelvey, who is the principal author of the bill. "My 
thinking is, let's get the conversation going on Maui now." 

Hawaii News Now's Resident Explainer and Business Reporter, Howard Dicus, recommended neighbor island rail in this entry 
of his blog, also posted in March. He wrote, 

"We should acquire transportation corridors today for rail that will be built tomorrow on neighbor islands, which 
will bring speculators to those corridors but lessen pressure everywhere else. Everybody should stare at a map of 
their favorite part of the islands and figure out what can be done now to control the future before there is a powerful 
interest in the opposite corner staring at the same map with visions of timeshares dancing in their heads." 

Plagued with the state's worst automotive traffic, we're thankfully the furthest along on Oahu for breaking ground on rail transit 
as seen in yesterday's contract award. Though on several islands, benefiting both locals and tourists, railways are becoming a 
desired and sensible solution to current and future problems with island transportation. 
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City makes $195M deal for train depot 
A joint venture will build a maintenance facility for Honolulu's commuter rail line 

By Sean Hao   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 25, 2010 

The city announced yesterday that a joint venture between Kiewit Pacific Co. and Albert C. Kobayashi 
Inc. has been awarded a $195 million contract to build a train depot for Honolulu's planned $5.5 billion 
elevated commuter rail line. 

The contract is the second major construction-related contract awarded so far and the second deal to 
involve Kiewit. Last October, Kiewit was awarded a $483 million contract to design and build the first 
phase of the train's guideway from East Kapolei to Leeward Community College. 

The train car maintenance and storage facility will be built on a 43-acre parcel off Farrington Highway 
between Waipahu High School and Leeward Community College. 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann said the contract price of $195 million was $60 million less than budgeted. 

"I am being fiscally prudent and taking advantage of the favorable bidding climate to reduce our 
construction costs," Hannemann said in a news release. "I am hopeful this trend will continue and we 
could see additional savings this year." 

Under terms of the 40-month deal, the Kiewit/Kobayashi joint venture will design and build the 
maintenance facility and buy the steel rail for the project. 

The entire cost of the project was expected to total an inflation-adjusted $255 million, which included 
$138 million in construction costs, $59 million for engineering and design and $58 million for steel. 

The city did not disclose the number of competitors that bid for the train depot job. 

The city has so far awarded $678 million in train construction contracts. That is $150 million less than 
budgeted for those contracts, according to the city. 

The city also is in the process of awarding a train vehicle and systems contract and a contract for the 
second phase of guideway construction, from Leeward Community College to Aloha Stadium. Plans call 
for the train to eventually connect to Ala Moana Center. 

Kiewit has been involved in several high-profile Hawaii projects dating back at least 25 years. These 
include telescopes on Mauna Kea, the H-3 freeway, the widening of Kalanianaole Highway and the 
interisland terminal at Honolulu Airport. The company also built a water desalination plant in Kapolei. 
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Albert C. Kobayashi Inc. is a general contractor that has been in business for nearly 40 years serving 
government and private customers, according to the firm's Web site. The company has worked on the 
Moana Surfrider Hotel, Hilton Hawaiian Village, the Kapolei state office building and the Kuakini 
Medical Center. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.staradvertiser.com/business/20100625_City_makes_195M_deal  _for train_depothtml 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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Riders to pay higher fares 
The second of two increases kicks in on Thursday as TheBus operating costs go up 

By Rosemarie Bernardo   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 25, 2010 

Operating Honolulu's fleet of more than 500 buses has gotten more expensive, and beginning Thursday, 
riders will be paying more to help offset fuel and maintenance costs. 

Fares on TheBus are about to go up. 

While some understand the need to pay more, others are bothered by it. 

"It's ridiculous," said Kaneohe resident Lehua Shiroma, 19, as she sat on a concrete bench at the bus stop 
at Ala Moana Center yesterday. It's too expensive to buy a car, and now the bus fares are going up, said 
Shiroma, who was on her way to meet friends in Waikiki. 

The price of annual passes, monthly passes and one-way cash fares for adults and youths will go up next 
week. Fares for senior citizens and disabled individuals will not. 

The increases are the second of a two-step bump in fares that began last July 1. The City Council 
approved the gradual increase instead of slapping bus riders with a one-time jump. 

Wayne Yoshioka, director of the Department of Transportation Services, described the new fares as 
reasonable. 

The increases are necessary to keep up with rising operating expenses for the fleet of 531 city buses, he 
said. "Things have gotten more expensive and we need to adjust. Fuel is more expensive. Parts are more 
expensive. Tires are more expensive. Labor is more expensive." 

Before 2009 the last time fares increased was in October 2003. 

Still, some passengers view the raises as yet another cost to endure in a tough economy. 

McKinley High School student Michelle Truong, who uses a monthly pass to get to and from school, 
said she is concerned about the higher fares because of her family's tight budget. "My family isn't that 
well off with money," said Truong, whose father works as a limousine driver and whose mother at 
Consolidated Theatres to support her and her two siblings. The 15-year-old student said the increase for 
the youth monthly pass to $30 from $25 is a lot. 

At the bus stop on King Street near the King Kamehameha Statue, Chaminade University student 
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Vanessa Apilado took the increase in stride. "I see how it's necessary," said Apilado, 27. 

Revenue for TheBus has increased to $42.4 million in fiscal year 2009 from $41.5 million in fiscal year 
2006. 

A spike in annual ridership occurred in fiscal year 2009 at 77,329,670 trips from fiscal year 2008 at 
69,759,456 as residents economized with the rise in gas prices. The projected annual ridership for fiscal 
year 2010, which ends Wednesday, was estimated at 73,981,342, a dip from the previous year and a 
reflection of more layoffs and the sinking economy, said Yoshioka. 

Officials empathize with residents who are struggling financially, yet hope riders understand the need 
for the increase, Yoshioka said. "We're trying to keep it to a minimum," he said. 

TICKETS TO RIDE 

Old fee Current fee 	New fee 
(2003) (July 1, 2009) (July 1, 2010) 

Adult monthly bus pass $40 $50 	$60 

Youth monthly bus pass $20 $25 	$30 

One-way adult cash fare $2 $2.25 	$2.50 

One-way youth cash fare $1 $1 	 $1.25 

Adult annual pass $440 $550 	$660 

Youth annual pass $220 $275 	$330 

Source: City and County of Honolulu 

RIDERSHIP, REVENUE FOR THEBUS 

Revenue and passenger figures for TheBus from fiscal year 2006 to fiscal year 2010: 

FY 2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009 * FY2010 
Annual passenger revenue $41,531,437 $41,742,353 $41,984,133 $42,454,922 $45,388,465 

Annual ridership 70,384,355 71,749,456 69,759,954 77,329,670 73,981,342 

Average weekday ridership 214,842 221,275 212,194 237,512 233,065 

*Statistics for FY2010 are projected figures. The current fiscal year ends Wednesday. 

Source: Department of Transportation Services 

Find this article at: 
http://wwvv.staradvertiser.com/news/20100625_Riders_to_pay_higher  fares.html 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 
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CIVIL ENGINEERING PROFESSOR PANGS D. PREVEDOUROS, PHD DISCUSSES HIS OPINIONS ON INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES WITH 

EMPHASIS ON THE CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU. 

saturday, june 26, 2010 

The Sneaky Business of Transit Oriented Development -- Part 2: 
TOD Mean More Taxes, and Less Appeal to the Citizen 
Honolulu Council Member Donovan Dela Cruz's TOD angle about rail is a tired and by U.S. conditions largely 

false argument. First he needs to be reminded of Tom Berg's excellent 2009 article in the Honolulu Star 

Bulletin "Fruitless in Fruitvale": 

See http://archives.starbulletin.com/2007/12/09/editorial/commentary4.html.  

Ironically, the city's monthly propaganda on rail, paid by Honolulu taxpayers, May 2010 issue, pictures 

Oakland's Fruitvale Village TOD as a success. If success is noise and abandonment, then it is a success. 

Many TOD as "automobile hate zones," their mobility is abysmally low and no small or large business can 

survive there unless it has its own (costly) parking. 

Then there are these three fundamental points for the City Administration's and Dela Cruz's enlightenment. 

• TOD is Taxes Offered to Developers in multiple ways, (1) Upfront incentives which means taxes 

handed out to them as incentives, and (2) Reduced or waived property taxes for a number of years. 

Our city is in bad fiscal shape and in bad repair. Yet the typical politician proposes more taxes to 

benefit special interests but, as politicians do, they window dress taxes as a benefit for the "little 

guy." 

• In January, 2009, The Urban Land Institute's local chapter (ULI-Hawaii) commissioned a survey of 

housing attitudes among the public. The phone survey was of 600 Oahu residents. They are huge 

proponents of transit and smart growth, yet, among the conclusions is this: "there is relatively much 

less support for the smart growth idea of higher-density use of existing urban areas - perhaps in part 

because people here generally still would rather live in suburban/rural settings themselves. 

• Portland, Oregon is the "poster child" of Light Rail advocacy and TODs. Research by Bruce Podobnik 

of the Department of Sociology at the Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Oregon dated July 15, 

2009 concludes as follows: 

"This study examines the extent to which specific social and environmental objectives have been achieved in 

the new urbanist community of Orenco Station (Portland, Oregon). House-level surveys were conducted in 

Orenco Station, as well as a traditional suburb and two long established urban neighborhoods. 

"The analysis also reveals a higher level of walking, and an increase in the occasional use of mass transit, in 

the new urbanist community. However, the majority of residents in all four neighborhoods (including the 

new urbanist neighborhood) rely on single occupancy vehicles for their regular commute." 

So when it comes to rail-based Land Use for TODs and Smart Growth, the argument that these 

work is all political hot air. Buses and roadways can do much much better at a fraction of the cost to the 

public. 

A great example of this is the total remake on Kapiolani Boulevard between McMully and South Street with 

the Convention Center, the doubling of Ala Moana Center, the Nauru Towers complex, multiple other 

residential towers, the large, elegant dealerships, etc. 
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Panos Prevedouros 
Panos D. Prevedouros, Ph.D. is a 

professor of traffic and transportation 
engineering at the Department of 

Civil Engineering, Univ. of Hawaii-
Manoa since 1990. Panos graduated 

from the Aristotle Univ. of Greece in 

1984, and with Masters and PhD 

degrees in 1990 from Northwestern 

Univ. (Evanston, IL), a leading 

academic institution in engineering 
and transportation. He chairs the 

Freeway Simulation Subcommittee of 
the Transportation Research Board. 

He was president of the Hawaii 

Highway Users Alliance from 2006 to 

2008. Panos co-authored a 

Transportation Engineering textbook 

and over 100 reports and technical 

papers. He received the 2005 Van 
Wagoner Award of the Institute of 

Transportation Engineers. He co-
organized the 1st International 

Symposium on Freeway Operations 

(ISFO) in Athens, Greece, and the 

2nd ISFO in Honolulu in June 2009. 
Dr. Prevedouros served in the Transit 

Advisory Task Force in 2006 and in 
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Panel in 2008 of the City Council of 

Honolulu. He run for mayor of 

Honolulu in the 2008 elections and 

finished 3rd in the primary elections 

with 18% of the vote from a field of 
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View my complete profile 

What's the Kapiolani Boulevard lesson? Huge investment for development and redevelopment and much 

increased densities took place in the absence of rail. However, if Mayor Fasi's rail was built along Kapiolani 

Boulevard in the early 1990s, then rail proponents would have credited all this billion dollar investment to 

rail. 

posted by panos prevedouros at  4:52 pm 
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Extra H-1 lane favored for reducing traffic 
Federal approval is needed to re-stripe the freeway near Vineyard Boulevard 

By Rob Shikina   

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 27, 2010 

An extra lane is the top choice for reducing congestion in the Waianae-bound lanes of the H-1 freeway 
near Vineyard Boulevard, the Department of Transportation said. 

"It seems like a reasonable idea," said Richard Kawano, a member of the Makiki Neighborhood Board. 
"It's not that expensive, and the other options were on the high end—probably more efficient, but way 
too expensive." 

The state says the extra lane would come from re-striping the freeway's existing three 12-foot wide lanes 
to create a fourth lane between the Punahou Street on-ramp and the Pali Highway offramp. All four 
lanes would be 11 feet wide. 

Engineers came up with seven options to resolve the bottleneck near the Vineyard offramp. After 
presenting the options at a public meeting in March, the state collected comments and found the extra 
lane to be the most popular. 

Other possibilities, one of which cost more than $170 million, included left- and right-handed fly-over 
ramps, a tunnel to Vineyard Boulevard and the continued morning closure of the Lunalilo on-ramp. 

Tammy Mori, Department of Transportation spokeswoman, said the department is pursuing the extra 
lane as the "most favorable option by the community," but is keeping all options on the table. 

She said the plan must be approved by the Federal Highway Administration, which could have problems 
with the narrower lanes and shorter sightlines. The agency will also look at the other options proposed. 

Adding the extra lane—and some additional infrastructure—will cost between $5 million and $10 
million, Mori said. The federal government could pick up $4.5 million of that cost. 

Sen. Carol Fukunaga (D, Makiki-McCully) said she supports whatever solution is safe and helps 
eliminate the traffic backup. 

"The issue of congestion on that ramp has been a big problem for the last 10 to 15 years," she said. 

About six years ago, when the state started detouring cars from Lunalilo to the Pali on-ramp during 
morning rush hour, the problem grew worse, she said. 
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Support for mass transit, rail 
slipping 
The Business Journal of Milwaukee - by  Corrinne Hess 

Public support for high-speed 
and commuter rail continues to 
wane and Milwaukee-area 
residents are adamantly opposed 
to establishing a regional transit 
authority that would be funded 
through an increase in the sales 
tax, according to a recent survey. 

Only 46 percent of area residents 
support a commuter rail system 
linking Milwaukee, Racine and 
Kenosha counties and even 
fewer people, 43 percent, support a high-speed rail system between Milwaukee 
and Madison. 

The findings are part of The People Speak Poll, a random telephone survey of 
386 adults conducted June 1-4 in Milwaukee, VVaukesha, VVashington and 
Ozaukee counties by the  University of VVisconsin-Milwaukee  Center for Urban 
Initiatives & Research in partnership with  The Business Journal  and the  Public 
Policy Forum. 

Since the Public Policy Forum began tracking support for the commuter rail and 
high-speed rail proposals in September 2009, support has decreased with those 
in favor now among the minority. 

Just three months ago, about 52 percent of people surveyed supported 
commuter and high-speed rail. 

There also isn't much support for a $1-fare downtown Milwaukee streetcar 
system — less than 35 percent of people surveyed favored the idea. 

Supporters of public transportation tend to be people who ride the bus at least 
occasionally, said Anneliese Dickman, research director for the Public Policy 
Forum. 

If you look at bus ridership, it's declining," Dickman said. "People who are open 
to using mass transit are likely to be more supportive of these proposals and as 
those numbers decline, so will support." 

About 55 percent of bus riders support high-speed rail, compared with 37 
percent of everyday drivers. Commuter rail was supported by 52 percent of bus 
riders and 42 percent of people who said they drove their car daily. 

The trend appears to be that people are concerned about fixing the roads, but 
public transportation is no longer important to them, which is somewhat 
surprising, said Tim Sullivan, chairman of the  Metropolitan Milwaukee  
Association of Commerce. 

"I think as Americans, we're just so married to our vehicles," he said. 

Sullivan, who is also the president and CEO of  Bucyrus International Inc.  said 
the company's South Milwaukee location is difficult for employees to get to by 
bus. Sullivan said it takes more than an hour to get to Bucyrus from Milwaukee's 
central city. 

He believes lack of public transportation is detrimental to the Milwaukee-area 
economy. 

"Even though we believe as a business community that public transportation is 
important, the public is saying 'no'," he said. "VVe have to take a fresh look at 
what we're pushing for and what we're asking for as a business community." 
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Sullivan thinks some of people's concern with expanding public transportation is 
the funding mechanism. People may be more open to rail and other forms of 
public transportation if it were paid for using sales tax rather than property tax, 
he said. 

"It's certainly a debate that we're going to have to have as we move forward," he 
said. "I think that in many respects we're starting to lose some support for public 
transportation because people are worrying about their property taxes going up 
to pay for it." 

High  costs 
The latest cost estimate of creating the Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee (KRM) 
commuter rail service is about $209 million with an annual operating cost of 
$12.9 million. 

Construction of the 85-mile high-speed rail corridor from Milwaukee to Madison 
will cost more than double that However, the state has secured more than $800 
million in federal stimulus funding for the project. 

Infrastructure improvements on the Milwaukee-to-VVatertown corridor are 
estimated to cost $286.1 million. The VVatertown-to-Madison portion will require 
$330.6 million of improvements. The Department of Transportation has also 
identified $24.8 million for the construction of four train stations and parking 
structures. 

Jack Bruening, 66, of VVaukesha, doesn't support high-speed or commuter rail. 
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One of the biggest public works projects for Oahu on the horizon today is the 20-mile elevated rail 

system that will connect West Oahu with the downtown Honolulu business district and Ala Moana 

Center. 

Recently, Honolulu Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced that the Final Environmental Impact 

Statement (Final EIS) for the rail project had been completed and was delivered to the Governor's 

office for state approval. 

The Final EIS milestone is one of many that enables the City to move one step further to build 

Honolulu's rail system - a long-term project that will take nearly a decade to complete. 

Another milestone, announced late last week, was the awarding of a design-build contract of the 

system's Maintenance Storage Facility (MSF). The contract was awarded to a joint venture between 

Kiewit Pacific/Kobayashi with an approximate $195 million price tag -$60 million less than what was 

initially budgeted. 

The MSF project will be situated 

near Leeward Community College 

between Waipahu and Pearl City. 

The facility will consist of four 

major structures including an 

operations building, a train wash 

facility and two maintenance 

buildings. 

Keeping in line with the City's 

requirement to have 

environmentally-friendly buildings, 

the structures will include 

photovoltaic panels on roofs to 

generate electricity, vegetated roofs to help cool sections of the buildings, natural lighting & 

ventilation in buildings, water-efficient landscaping, and recycled materials in its construction when 

possible. 

The savings is good news for the City as it takes advantage of the recession to bring in competitive 

bids to save on construction costs. 
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This is the second construction RFP that has been awarded for the Honolulu Rail Transit Project. 

The first, a $482.9 million design-build contract for construction of a 6.5 mile phase of the elevated 

guideway between East Kapolei to Pearl Highlands, was awarded back in October 2009 to Kiewit 

Pacific. That initial bid came in $90 million less than what was budgeted. 

Construction of the $5.4 billion rail project cannot officially begin until the Governor signs off on the 

projects Final EIS and the Feds award a "Record of Decision" to commence $1.55 billion in funding. 
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THE RAIL NEEDS TO BE BUILT NOW AND GOVERNOR LINGLE NEEDS TO GET OFF HER 
BUTT AND SIGN THE EIS. 

Don't let those asphault huggers ruin Oahu's future to take a bite outta traffic. 

Build rail now! 

June 30, 5:05 PM 

Hates Kapolei Traffic says: 

Great story. I am so glad it is moving forward, but not fast enough. The train will provide people 
in West Oahu with a muchly needed alternative to sitting in traffic. 

Those transit people are doing a great job. Hats off to the Mayor. 

June 30, 5:03 PM 
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Oahu Voters Will Decide On Transit 
Authority 
Council Rejects Plan To Add Two More 
Council Members 

Keoki Kerr K1TV4 News 

POSTED: 9:52 pm HST June 30, 2010 
	

a  SHARE   c   
UPDATED: 11:34 pm HST June 30, 2010 

HONOLULU-- Oahu voters will decide this fall whether to set up a 
transit authority to oversee rail 
transit and bus service. It's one of the 
city charter amendments that will go 
before voters in November. 

But a proposal to add two more city 
council districts on the island appears 
to be dead. 

Honolulu's planned $5 billion rail 
transit system would be overseen by a 
new transit authority, under a 
proposal that Oahu voters will decide 

Supporters say a transit authority -- with three members appointed by the 
council and three others by the mayor -- would be more independent than 
the mayor's transportation department. 

The city and state transportation directors would also serve on the panel 
which would then choose its ninth member. 

"This is such a great opportunity and we need the transit authority so we 
can take as much politics out of that as possible," said Councilman Donovan 
Dela Cruz, who's running for Honolulu mayor. He chairs the council's 
Executive Matters committee, which decides which charter amendments to 
send to voters. 
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Rail opponent Panos Preveduoros, a University of Hawaii engineering 
professor, is also a candidate for Honolulu Mayor. He said creating a transit 
authority now is premature. "We are putting the cart before the horse 
because strictly speaking, the rail system is not a legal system that we can 
build right now. It has to clear all its environmental processes," Preveduoros 
said. 

Oahu voters dissolved the city's transit authority in 1996, after a previous 
rail transit proposal did not go forward. That was just six years after a 
charter amendment in 1990 approved by voters set up the transit authority 
following a corruption probe that resulted in theft convictions of seven city 
bus employees. 

Another charter amendment the council could send to voters this year 
creates an office of housing -- guaranteeing just two employees devoted to 
working on affordable housing and homeless solutions full-time. 

"We need someone to pull all the resources together. Not necessarily grow 
government, but coordinate it. So that we meet benchmarks, and we 
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actually address the needs out there and we can respond to the public," Dela 
Cruz said. 

City voters approved shutting down the city's housing department in 1998, 
after city housing employee Michael Kahapea was arrested for stealing $6 
million from the city in the Ewa Villages relocation scandal. In 2000, he was 
found guilty of the theft and sentenced to 50 years in prison. 

The city's Community Services Department oversees affordable housing 
initiatives now, and Mayor Mufi Hannemann has had a full-time housing 
coordinator working in the managing director's office, who recently 
transferred to the Neighborhood Commission, Dela Cruz said. 

A third proposal adding two council districts has failed to gain council 
support. That charter amendment would have increased the size of the 
council from nine to 11 members, adding two at-large members 
representing the entire island. 

"You don't want to grow the number of politicians out there. You want to 
make sure that people are going to be held accountable. And we don't 
necessarily want to grow government," Dela Cruz said. 

That proposal would have cost taxpayers at least $1 million a year in salaries 
for the council members and five staffers each. The council would have had 
to spend additional money renovating its offices to make room for two new 
members and their staff. 

Former councilman Charles Djou, who was elected in a special election to 
Congress in May, introduced the measure to increase the number of council 
members. At the time, Djou said he felt council districts were too big, since 
they each represent about 100,000 people. 

The Honolulu City Council became a nine-member body in 1961, two years 
after Hawaii became a state. Previously, the council had seven members and 
was known as the Board of Supervisors. 

Another proposal the council appears ready to place on the ballot would 
require its members to abstain from a vote if they have a direct conflict like 
a financial interest in a proposal that's before them. Right now, the law 
requires them to vote after publicly stating their conflict. 

Dela Cruz said the council wants to limit the number of city charter 
questions to between three and five. The council must decide by its Aug. 18 
meeting which charter amendment questions to place on the November 
ballot. 

Copyright 2010 by KIT V.com  All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 
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Letters to the Editor 
For Wednesday, June 30, 2010 

POSTED: 01:30 a.m. HST, Jun 30, 2010 

No reason to delay rail review 

In response to Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi's support for Gov. Linda Lingle's plan to review the city's 
rail transit finances (Star-Advertiser, June 20), I would like to point out that our rail finances are 
healthy. The rail project passed strict financial reviews by the Federal Transit Administration and its 
independent oversight contractors in 2009. Tax surcharge revenues were at 99.6 percent of 
projections through FY 2010, and state economists predict Hawaii's GET revenues will grow for the 
next five years. 

We delivered a draft version of the Final Environmental Impact Statement to Gov. Lingle more than 
six months ago. The only changes between that version and the just-released Final EIS are $29 million 
for the airport's Runway Protection Zone avoidance and a declaration of no impact on two park 
properties. 

There is no need for Gov. Lingle to spend taxpayer money on a financial review or to delay reviewing 
and accepting the Final EIS. 

Toru Hamayasu 
Deputy Director, city Dept. of Transportation Services 
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NEWS RELEASE 
Office of the Mayor 

CTY AND COUNTY OF HONC.'AULU 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	 June 9, 2010 
Release No. M - 17 - 10 

MAYOR HANNEMANN TO MEET WITH U.S. HOUSE TRANSPORTATION CHAIR 

(Wed., June 9, 2010)—Mayor Mufi Hannemann will meet in Washington D.C. today with U.S. 
Rep. James Oberstar, Chairman of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure, to 
discuss federal funding for Honolulu's rail transit project. 

"There is tremendous support in Washington for our project, and we continue to make 
steady progress," Hannemann said. 

The Congress has appropriated $65 million in federal funding for the project over the past 
three years, thanks to strong support from advocates in the legislative branch such as Senator 
Daniel Inouye and Representative Oberstar. 

The Federal Transit Administration expects to provide at least $1.55 billion for the 
project in total, and President Barack Obama included $55 million in the 2011 federal budget. 

Hannemann will travel tomorrow (Thursday) to Oklahoma City for the 78th Annual 
Meeting of the U.S. Conference of Mayors. 

Hannemann serves as a USCM Trustee and chairs its Standing Committee on Tourism, 
Arts, Parks, Entertainment and Sports. He will convene a meeting of the committee on Friday, 
and participate in various additional meetings and forums through Sunday. 

The Mayor will also accept, on behalf of the City and County of Honolulu, a City 
Liveability Award. 

He will return to Honolulu on Monday, June 14. 

-30- 

Media contact: Bill Brennan, Mayor's Office, 768-6928 
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June 14, 2010 

HANNEMANN SCHEDULES 5:00 PM PRESS CONFERENCE 

Mayor Mufi Hannemann returns to Honolulu late this afternoon (Monday, June 14) 
following his trip to Washington, D.C. and Oklahoma City. 

The Mayor has scheduled a press conference for 5:00 pm on the stairs fronting 
Honolulu Hale, at which time he will have a major announcement regarding the 
City's rail transit project. 

Members of the media are cordially invited to attend. 

Contact: Bill Brennan 
768-6928 

AR00079170 



THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT NEWSLETTER 

Senator Daniel K. Inouye 
on Honolulu Rail Transit 

"I am pleased to 
learn that the 
Federal Transit 
Administration 
has released the 
Honolulu transit 
project's Final 
Environmental 
I mpact  Statement 
for federal agency 

review and public distribution. This is 
a critical step in advancing the project. 
For too long, too many of Hawaii's 
working families have been forced 
to sit in gridlock on their way to and 
from work. The transportation of our 
citizens and visitors is critical to the 
maintenance of Honolulu's economy!' 

"I remain committed to this project and 
will continue to do everything I can at 
the federal level to fund the work and 
ensure its timely completion.. .We have 
debated and studied this project to an 
excessive extent over the last 20 years 
and now is the time to move forward!' 

--excerpts of June 15, 2010 press statement from Senator Inouye 

Senator 
Daniel K. Inouye 
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Environmental Impact Statement 
for Rail Transit Released 

 
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 
FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/SECTION 4(f) EVALUATION 

Aloha!  Mayor Mufi Hannemann announced 

that the Federal Transit Administration (ETA) has 
approved the Final Environmental Impact Statement 

(Final EIS) for the Honolulu Rail Transit Project for 
release. 

"With the release of the rail transit Final EIS, we are 

poised to move forward with rail transit, create jobs 
and deliver long-term traffic relief to commuters and 

businesses between West Oahu and town,"Mayor 
Hannemann said. 

"The document is the result of five years of public 

input, in-depth consultations with stakeholders and 

meticulous technical research. With such a thorough 

planning process, we are confident the document 
accurately identifies environmental, community and 

economic benefits and impacts of the rail system and 
proposed solutions" 

Highlights of key benefits and impacts identified in the 

Final EIS include: 

Ridership and Future Traffic Reduction 
• The Final EIS anticipates weekday rail ridership 

will be 116,300 passengers in 2030. 

• Rail transit will reduce traffic delay by 

approximately 18 percent in 2030 compared to 
conditions if the rail system is not built. 

• Using figures in the Final EIS, the project team 
estimates the rail system will take approximately 

40,000 cars and trucks off our roads every day in 
2030. 

Economic Impacts 
Rail construction will employ about 10,000 workers in 
direct, indirect and induced jobs every year. 

Environmental Impacts 
• Rail transit will pose no substantial impact to 

threatened, endangered or protected species 

along the route. 

• Energy consumption will be reduced in the 
future, as will air and water pollution, because of 

rail. The rail project will reduce regional pollutant 
emissions between 4 and 5 percent, and decrease 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

— continued on back 

566-2299 • www.honolulutransit.org  
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— continued fromfront 

Visual Impacts 
• The elevated guideway will introduce a new linear 

visual element to the corridor. Changes to views will 
be low to significant. 

• The guideway and stations will be dominant 

elements in views near the Project while viewpoints 
farther away would be less affected. 

• The Final EIS discusses visual impacts along the 
route, including impacts to sensitive viewplanes in 

Chinatown, downtown and Kaka'ako. 

Right -of-Way Acquisitions 
The elevated guideway will have a smaller land 

use footprint than constructing new highways 
and roads, digging tunnels, widening roadways or 

building at-grade rail. 

There will be 40 full property acquisitions and 159 

partial acquisitions. 

All affected property owners have been notified by 
the City. Relocation and compensation at fair market 

value will be provided to affected property owners, 
businesses, and residents in compliance with federal 

and state laws. 

Noise and Vibration Impacts 
• No severe noise impacts are expected. 

• With mitigation measures, there will be no noise 
impacts. No vibration effects are anticipated. 

Historic Properties Impact 
• Thirty-three historic properties will be impacted by 

the Project. In some cases, the effect means the rail 

line will be visible from the property. 

• The Final EIS also discusses the Project's effect on 

parks, recreational areas and historic properties to 
support determinations required to comply with the 

provisions of the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Act of 1966. 

The City is finalizing a Programmatic Agreement 

(PA) with state and federal agencies that outlines 
measures to mitigate potential historical and 

cultural impacts. As part of the PA, the Project is 
providing substantial funding for the preservation 

of historic buildings along the rail route. 

Three agencies — the FTA, the Advisory Council on 

Historic Preservation and the City's Department 
of Transportation Services — have agreed to the 

PA. The City continues to work on the PA with the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, who is the head 

of the Department of Land and Natural Resources, 
regarding the Officer's concerns about the Project. 

Mayor Hannemann noted,"We've come this far in five 

short years when it usually takes municipalities as long 
as 14 years to reach this point. And we've been able to 

enjoy this success because it has been a community-wide 
collaboration. So many people got on board with this 

effort: the members of the Legislature who granted us the 

local funding mechanism and have continually supported 

rail; our Congressional delegation, who delivered 
consistent support and appropriated federal funding; 

a City Council that provided input and leadership every 
step of the way; the news media; labor and business 

organizations; the Obama administration, Federal Transit 
Administration, and other federal partners that have 

helped us and pledged funding; and others who joined 
hands to make this a reality for all of us" 

"Now, with the support and cooperation of the state, the 

final piece can be put in place and we can break ground to 
bring to pass what the people of Oahu voted for in 2008 

— a rail transit system that we need and want." 

The Final EIS document can be viewed at the following 
locations: 

• All state public libraries 

• The City Municipal Library, 558 South King Street, 

City Hall Annex 

• City and County of Honolulu Department of 
Transportation Services (DTS) office, 650 South King 

Street, Fasi Municipal Building, Third Floor 

The public can also view the document online at the 
project website at www.honolulutransit.org . The report 

and video guide can also be requested in DVD format at 
no charge by contacting the project hotline at 566-2299. 

566-2299 • www.honolulutransit.org  
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