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May 21, 2010 	 RT9/09-335154 

Mr. Frank Genadio 
92-1370 Kikaha Street 
Kapolei, Hawaii 96707 

Dear Mr. Genadio: 

Subject: Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 
Comments Received on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

The U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and the City 
and County of Honolulu Department of Transportation Services (DTS) issued a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project. 
This letter is in response to substantive comments received on the Draft EIS during the comment 
period, which concluded on February 6, 2009. The Final EIS identifies the Airport Alternative as 
the Project and is the focus of this document. The selection of the Airport Alternative as the 
Preferred Alternative was made by the City to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) regulations that state that the Final EIS shall identify the Preferred Alternative (23 CFR § 
771.125 (a)(1)). This selection was based on consideration of the benefits of each alternative 
studied in the Draft EIS, public and agency comments on the Draft EIS, and City Council action 
under Resolution 08-261 identifying the Airport Alternative as the Project to be the focus of the 
Final EIS. The selection is described in Chapter 2 of the Final EIS. The Final EIS also includes 
additional information and analyses, as well as minor revisions to the Project that were made to 
address comments received from agencies and the public on the Draft EIS. The following 
paragraph addresses comments regarding the above-referenced submittal: 

Your comments regarding technology have been noted. In parallel with the alignment 
analysis, a five-member panel appointed by the City Council and the Mayor considered the 
performance, cost, and reliability of the five proposed technologies for the fixed guideway 
system. The panel twice accepted public comment as part of the review. By a four-to-one vote, 
the panel selected steel wheel operating on steel rail as the technology for the Project evaluated 
in the Final EIS. The four panel members selected steel-wheel technology because it is mature, 
proven, safe, reliable, economical, and non-proprietary. Proprietary technologies, meaning those 
technologies that would have required all future purchases of vehicles or equipment to be from a 
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single manufacturer, were eliminated because none of the proprietary technologies offered 
substantial proven performance, cost, and reliability benefits compared to steel wheel operating 
on steel rail. Selecting a proprietary technology also would have precluded a competitive bidding 
process, likely resulting in increased overall project costs. The City established steel wheel on 
steel rail as the technology for the Project based on input from the technology panel. Therefore, 
the analysis of the Project in the Final EIS is based on steel wheel on steel rail technology. 

The FTA and DTS appreciate your interest in the Project. The Final EIS, a copy of which 
is included in the enclosed DVD, has been issued in conjunction with the distribution of this letter. 
Issuance of the Record of Decision under NEPA and acceptance of the Final EIS by the 

Governor of the State of Hawaii are the next anticipated actions and will conclude the 
environmental review process for this Project. 

Very truly yours, 

WAYNE Y. YOSHIOKA 
Director 

Enclosure 
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