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of Transportation 	 Washington, D.C. 20590 

Federal Transit 
Administration 

SEP 28 

Mr. John M. Fowler 
Executive Director 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Old Post Office Building 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 803 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Mr. Fowler: 

Thank you for your letter dated September 2 seeking my assistance for a complex National 
Historic Preservation Act Section 106 consultation process for the Honolulu High-Capacity 
Transit Corridor Project. Advisory Council officials joined the consultation process last month 
in an effort to facilitate development of a programmatic agreement. Since that time, some 
consulting parties have complained that a perceived lack of active participation by Federal 
Transit Administration (FTA) officials is compromising the process. You have questioned the 
project sponsor's stated unwillingness to sign a final programmatic agreement, as well as the 
effects of its transit-oriented development strategy on historic resources. Finally, you have 
inquired about FTA's policies for engaging in the Section 106 consultation process. 

FTA strives actively to participate in every Section 106 consultation process; the Honolulu High-
Capacity Transit Corridor Project consultation process is no exception. To further invigorate that 
process, I have directed FTA's Section 106 Senior Policy Official and his team to participate in 
all future meetings of the consulting parties for the purpose of bringing to the table their 
collective expertise and leadership in the consultation process. I understand that FTA's Section 
106 Senior Policy Official and his team have participated in the last two meetings of the 
consulting parties. I am committed to reaching a just and reasonable conclusion to the 
consultation process. 

I have been advised that the project sponsor, the City of Honolulu, has recently reconsidered its 
initial position and now agrees to be a signatory to the final programmatic agreement. Issues 
regarding the City's strategy to foster transit-oriented development and the effects of that 
development on historic resources remain under consideration. In short, I have been assured that 
your concerns and those of other consulting parties are being addressed and will be reasonably 
accommodated. 
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I appreciate the support of Advisory Council officials in this matter. FTA's Section 106 Senior 
Policy Official is Carl Bausch who may be reached at (202) 366-1626 or carl.bausch@dot.F. ,,ov. 
If I can provide further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 
(202) 366-4040. 

Sincerely yours, 

Peter M. Rogoff 
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