
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, 23 February, 
2006, 1:30p.m. 

Location: 	DTS Conference Room, 3rd  Floor Date of Meeting: 

Summary: 

Environmental Justice (EJ) coordination meeting with DPP, Steve Young 

Faith Miyamoto, DTS 
Steve Young, DPP 
Lawrence Spurgeon, Theresa Dickerson, Allan Hodges, Hong Li, Nami Ohtomo, PB  
• PB explained that the purpose of the meeting is to discuss methods for identifying 

disadvantaged groups (minority and low-income populations), and determining 
potential disproportionate and adverse impacts to them. This meeting was 
requested because of Steve's knowledge about using census data to identify 
disadvantaged populations, particularly stemming from his input on OMPO's EJ 
study (2004). 

• Under the proposed EJ methodology for the Transit project, the project team will 1) 
use Census data to identify "disadvantaged" populations (i.e., minority and low-
income populations); and 2) "refine" the understanding of disadvantaged 
populations based on input from community outreach experts and efforts. 
Additional efforts would be made to conduct community outreach particularly to 
disadvantaged groups, and to avoid/minimize/mitigate potential impacts. 

• For step 1, PB is interested in analyzing census data, using a method similar to 
what was done for the OM PO study. However, PB asked if DPP is aware of any 
way to refine the data to show "detailed race" information at the block group level. 

• DPP verified that analysis for detailed race is not possible at the block group level, 
because detailed race data does not exist at that level. Therefore, detailed race 
data was used in the OMPO report only at the census tract level, to determine 
which minorities in Hawaii are truly "minorities", based on differences in "settlement 
patterns" across the island. A separate section of the study then uses the federal 
definitions of minority at the census block group level (without detailed race 
information), to identify disadvantaged (minority) populations. 

• PB inquired whether using a "threshold" method, would also be viable, in step 1. 
The threshold method would compare the detailed race percentages within each 
census tract, with the percentage of that race in the island, or in a Development 
Plan area. Even though this method would yield less precise results than the 
OM PO method, which accounts for the differing population size of block groups, it 
would identify tracts by detailed race, rather than block groups by larger race 
categories. Moreover, the secondary step of "refining" the census data would still 
be applied. Any tracts not identified by the threshold method could still be 
identified during the refinement, and minority tracts already identified would be 
verified and/or sub-communities within those tracts would be identified. 

• DPP agreed that the refinement step (step 2) is a good idea, but advised using the 
OM PO method for step 1, in lieu of the threshold method. 

• PB suggested that in order to develop the most comprehensive list of potentially 
disadvantaged (minority) populations; a combination of data sources could be 
used. 1) The results in the OM PO report, at the block group level, without detailed 
race information, already identifies block groups that are disadvantaged 
populations. 2) In addition, the OMPO method could be applied to the detailed 
race information at the census tract level, but ONLY for those detailed races 
identified on page 45 of the OMPO report as having "High" or "Average" index 
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values, because they represent those detailed races that are true minorities for 
Hawaii. According to those results, Samoan and Vietnamese have the highest 
indices. 

• DPP agreed that a combination approach using block group and tracts would likely 
identify sub-populations that otherwise were not identified in the OMPO study. 

• Results of the income analysis could be taken directly from the OMPO study. 
• Other factors such as linguistic isolation are also only available at the census tract 

level. 
• PB will consult with DTS to finalize the preferred approach. 
• PB requested DPP's files containing data and results used in the OM PO report. 

DPP will provide them to PB. 

Actions 	1. DPP to provide PB with files of data and results used in the OMPO report. 
Required: 	2. PB to consult with DTS to finalize the preferred approach. 
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