
Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project 	 Meeting Minutes 

Date of Meeting: 
Friday, 12 May, 2006, 
2:00p.m. (HST) 

Location: 	OMPO and telephone conference 

    

Subject: 	Environmental Justice (EJ) coordination meeting with OMPO 

Gordon Lum, Shevaun Low, OMPO 
Attendees: Faith Miyamoto, DTS 

Lawrence Spurgeon, Nami Ohtomo, Veronica Chan, PB 

• The purpose of the meeting was to discuss how to locate where "communities of 
concern" (minority and low-income populations) exist, determine potential 
disproportionate and adverse impacts to them, and document consideration of EJ 
and Title VI concerns. The results reported in Environmental Justice in the 
Planning Process: Defining Environmental Justice Populations (OMPO, March 
2004) are being used to develop a community profile of the study corridor as 
described in the project methodology. 

• PB provided background on the project indicating that the project development 
process would consist of an Alternatives Analysis (AA), followed by a Draft EIS for 
the Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA). Currently, the focus is on the AA that 
would be used as a screening tool for the selection of the LPA and is not a full 
disclosure document. 

Summary: 

• OM PO asked whether the impact analysis would be islandwide. PB indicated that 
user benefit analysis by TAZ and analysis of feeder bus service and travel times 
may be analyzed islandwide. Impacts for EJ will be quantitative or qualitative by 
discipline within the study area of the corridor. 

• PB proposed the following evaluation method for the HHCTC project [as shown in 
the EJ Analysis Flow Chart (handout)]: 

1) Analyze low income or minority EJ areas as reported by OMPO. PB indicated 
that FHWA has suggested that Environmental Justice in the Planning Process: 
Defining Environmental Justice Populations (March 2004) be used for baseline 
conditions for projects on Oahu. PB will be using the OM PO identified minority 
and low income EJ areas. 

2) Analyze existing linguistically isolated households using the threshold identified 
in the methodology. OMPO suggested talking with Steve Young of the 
Department of Planning and Permitting about the methodology. OMPO asked 
whether this indicator fulfills Executive Order 13166 requirements pertaining to 
people who have Limited English Proficiency (LEP). Linguistic isolation data in 
conjunction with other linguistic data can be used to identify where or what LEP 
services should be provided. PB indicated that the indicator of linguistic 
isolation is being used because of experience on other projects and agreement 
by FTA and EPA. 

3) Refine the preliminary results of census data with qualitative analysis 
("secondary assessment") based on other existing data sources and local 
knowledge. 

• OM PO's GIS analysis tool has information on detailed race in order to comply with 
the data collection requirements as outlined in the Hawaii DOT Title VI Plan 
(September 2005). Analysis by individual race is possible. PB indicated that FTA 
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has suggested looking at a finer level of detail for race categories at the block 
group level instead of analyzing detailed race at the census tract level. 

• Due to the sensitivity of the City's project, OM PO recommended that PB rely upon 
FTA/FHWA/EPA's guidance in determining the proper course of action. The 
decision to use OM PO's methodology is to be made by the City, not OMPO. 

• OM PO will provide DTS with their existing EJ geodatabase. DTS will provide 
OM PO with the linguistic isolation data when it has been finalized. 

Actions 	1. PB to check if linguistic isolation analysis complies with Executive Order 13166. 
Required: 	2. OMPO and DTS to coordinate data exchange. 
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Meeting Attendees 

The above meeting summary is believed to be accurate to the best of the author's knowledge. Meeting 
attendees are encouraged to send corrections and addenda to the content of these minutes. If no 
corrections and/or addenda are received within five days from the circulation date of this report, these 
minutes will be construed as the official record. 
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