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My name is Barbara Kim Stanton, State Director of AARP Hawaii and I offer the following 
comments on the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor Project Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (Project). AARP Hawaii represents over 147,000 seniors in Hawaii and is committed to 
ensuring that our seniors are able to age-in-place with independence and safety. 

The Project will provide a fixed guide way transit system from East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center 
via the Airport. The system will use steel wheel on steel rail technology. All parts of the system 
will be elevated or in an exclusive right-of-way. 

AARP believes the rail project is the most viable transit proposal on the table. It offers the 
potential for expanded mobility options, more affordable housing and improved access to public 
facilities such as schools, hospitals and recreational areas that support a healthy lifestyle. The rail 
proposal is critical to making our communities more livable for all generations and will help 
seniors live independently as they age. 

Hawaii's 65+ population is projected to grow by 78% over the next 20 years (from 184,000 
residents in 2007 to 327,000 in 2030). It is vital that the City and the State plan for this 
exponential increase in aging seniors and provide alternatives to driving. 

We note that: 
• People are outliving their driving years (current 70 year old males are likely to outlive their 

driving years by about 6 years; for 70 year old females, they will outlive their driving years 
by about 11 years. 

• Non-Driving impacts the quality of life 
--33% of non-drivers 50+ miss doing things they want to do because of lack of 
transportation 
--in comparison, only 2% of drivers 50+ report missing desired activities due to the lack of 
transportation 

Having a multi-model transit system such as the Rail Project will help our kupuna remain 
connected to the community long after they are unable to drive and also benefit low-income 
residents and the disabled. 

Safety is always a concern regarding our seniors. We believe that the elevated or exclusive right-
of-way will prevent the kind of collisions experienced with on-grade systems. 

Regarding the routing, we commend the Council for amending the route from Salt Lake to the 
airport as that is a more frequent destination for seniors as well as the general population. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
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