
From: htf@lava.net  [mailto:htf@lava.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 20, 2010 7:45 PM 
To: Matley, Ted (FTA) 
Subject: Honolulu Rail Transit Project 

July 20, 2010 

Mr. Matley 
Federal Transit Administration 
Region IX 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
201 Mission Street, Suite 1650 
San Francisco, California 94105 

Dear Mr. Matley; 

Hawaii's Thousand Friends (HTF) responded to the Honolulu High-Capacity Transit Corridor 
DEIS and we are currently reviewing the City's response to our comments and questions. 
Unfortunately, the City did not give a direct response to each of our comments or questions but 
instead sent paragraphs that should "address your comments regarding the above-referenced 
submittal." This response makes it exceedingly difficult for use to cross check our questions and 
comments with the City's answers which is critical in ensuring that all our concerns have been 
addressed in this disclosure document. 

As a statewide non-profit organization founded in 1981 dedicated to responsible land and water 
use and the protection of the environment, human health and cultural and natural resources we 
have over the years read hundreds of EAs and EISs and this is the first one that has not directly 
answered our comments or questions. 

The City's vague responses such as "Air passengers are expected to be a very small percentage of 
overall travel on the fixed guideway" to HTF's question about why the route was changed from 
Salt Lake, where thousands of people would live in close proximity to a rail system, to the 
airport route are perplexing and make it extremely difficult for us to ensure that our concerns and 
answers have been satisfactorily responded too. 

The lack of specificity and thousands of pages including appendices and technical reports is 
making it extremely difficult and frustrating to review the FEIS to ensure that our concerns 
regarding the protection of natural and cultural resources have been adequately addressed by the 
City and County of Honolulu. In addition, we are reviewing the City's response and FEIS to 
ensure that the City has met its obligation with regard to Environmental and Social Justice since 
hundreds of individuals and businesses will be negatively impacted by the rails system. 

While we struggle to comprehensively and thoroughly review the FEIS it is difficult for us to 
understand how the FTA can agree that the DEIS and the City have met all NEPA requirements. 
This is especially perplexing since City Transportation Director Wayne Yoshioka has publicly 
stated that the FEIS "isn't 100 percent complete" and "further work" needs to be done on the 
programmatic agreement with the federal government, State Historic Preservation Division, and 
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the State Department of Land and Natural Resources on the issue of Hawaiian ‘iwi being found 
along the route. 

Could you please explain how the FTA was able to approve the FEIS before the above 
agreements and documents were completed and included in the FEIS? Could you also explain 
how citizen's are suppose to comprehensively respond to this disclosure document when the 
above agreements and documents are neither completed nor included in the FEIS? 

We are aware that the deadline to respond to the FEIS is July 26 but we are finding that deadline 
impossible to meet thus we are requesting a 30 - 60 day extension in which to respond. 

We look forward to your answers to our questions and very much appreciate any assistance you 
can give us on extending our response time. If you have any questions please contact me at 808- 
262-0682 or via this email address. 

Sincerely, 

Donna Wong 

Donna Wong 
Executive Director 
Hawaii's Thousand Friends 
Phone/fax: 808-262-0682 
www.hawaiis1000friends.org   
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